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SUMMARY
Does it matter if we count our blessings? The wonder of God’s power to bless is that it happens regardless of our circumstances.

AT A GLANCE
When Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor … the hungry … and those who weep,” he’s telling us God will bless us if we have faith. God will bless us through our time of need, and may even bless us with what we most desire. But it’s not the final balance sheet of blessings that’s important. It’s the blessing itself that counts.

ALTERNATE READINGS
For material based on today’s psalm, see “Heirloom Seeds,” February 15, 2004. 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. …
But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.”
—Luke 6:20b, 24
Have you ever walked into a convenience store and found an unexpectedly long line? Chances are good those people aren’t lined up because there’s been a sudden run on milk, bread or overcooked hot dogs. They’re interested in buying something far less tangible: a sequence of numbers embedded in a distant and very secure computer. When they finally reach the head of the line, they’ll hand over a dollar or two — or possibly a good deal more — for a slip of paper with some numbers on it. They’re buying lottery tickets, of course.
If ever you find yourself in such a situation, take a glance at the lottery marquee displaying the size of that week’s jackpot. With lines like that, chances are it’s valued in the hundreds of millions of dollars.
Only jaw-droppingly big numbers like that bring out the long lines. Mathematically speaking, the more people who buy tickets for any given drawing, the more likely it is there will be more than one winner, splitting the jackpot two or more ways. That really huge number may not, for the lucky winners, prove to be as mind-boggling as advertised.
But who said lottery tickets are about reality? Dollar for dollar, they’re one of the worst investments you could possibly make. Lotteries are not about reality, but fantasy: the pipe dream of instant, undeserved wealth. Currently, 45 U.S. states operate lotteries. Each one is counting on a large number of residents sharing that fantasy.
Haven’t you felt it? Whether or not you’ve ever lined up to purchase a ticket yourself, haven’t you ever daydreamed about what it would be like to win over $100 million? How different life would be! Oh, the things you’d buy, the places you’d go!

Is Wealth a Blessing?
Most of us consider wealth to be a blessing. But Jesus doesn’t see it that way in this week’s gospel lesson: “Blessed are you who are poor,” he teaches the crowd, “for yours is the kingdom of God.” Then, a little later, he has these choice words for the wealthy: “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.” 
This is Luke’s version of the Beatitudes. It’s strikingly different from Matthew’s better-known version. To begin with, it takes place in a different location. In Matthew, it’s the Sermon on the Mount, and in Luke, it’s the Sermon on the Plain. But the biggest difference for Luke, compared to Matthew, is that Luke includes statements of woe. Not only is Jesus blessing certain people; in Luke’s version, he also curses others. Jesus blesses the poor, the hungry and those who weep. He preaches woe to the rich, the satisfied and even those who laugh.
It’s no wonder most folks prefer Matthew’s version! Luke’s raises troubling questions: Is it wrong to be rich? Is it a sin to be successful? And what’s Jesus got against laughter, anyway?
A cynic may criticize Jesus for playing to the crowd. If this is a gathering of common folk — of the poor and nearly poor — then what better way to curry favor than to blast the rich?
Jesus is doing more, though, than simply telling the mob what they want to hear. He’s imparting a great spiritual truth. It has to do with the nature of blessings.

Can Blessings Be Counted?
In times of trouble, a well-meaning friend may counsel us: “Just count your blessings. Look on the bright side. Concentrate on the good things in life; look away from the bad!”
The world is always eager to count blessings. How blessed are they, with the fine house, the classy car, and high-tech gadgets to play with. And what a good-looking bunch their family is!
Even those who have little in the way of material goods are quick to count — in some very conspicuous ways — what blessings they do have. How else to explain the exorbitant prices charged for certain designer basketball shoes? One person’s pair of Air Jordans is another person’s Mercedes-Benz.
Counting blessings is really what lottery players are doing — only they’re counting their blessings before they hatch!
The world has its own set of beatitudes, in contrast to Jesus’ list: Blessed are the rich; the famous; those who have big houses on the beach. Blessed are those with perfect children; who move and shake even the movers and shakers; who have their photo on the cover of People magazine. Blessed are those who know what they want — and take it!
As Luke tells it, Jesus has no time for any of this. In the Sermon on the Plain, Jesus turns the world’s values upside-down. He blesses those whom the world calls accursed, and he preaches woe upon those whom the world admires. Those Beatitudes of his are revolutionary stuff!

Paid in Full
Jesus’ words may pinch at times. In our deepest moments of clarity and insight, we realize he’s right. “Money can’t buy happiness,” the old proverb contends. Good health can’t buy happiness, either; all of us know people who’ve never spent a day in the hospital, yet who seem not to enjoy an ounce of self-esteem. Harmonious family life, a meaningful job, creature comforts, and leisure time to pursue hobbies do not guarantee happiness either. You can have all of them, and still feel empty inside.
When Luke reports Jesus saying, “Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation,” it’s a very unusual Greek word he uses for “consolation.” It’s a commercial term that means, literally, “having received what is due.” It’s the rubber stamp impression at the bottom of an invoice: “Paid in full.”
The self-satisfied high rollers, in other words, have been paid in full. They’ve been given much in this life, but they won’t receive a penny more.
There’s an old parable from the Jewish tradition describing a wealthy farmer who was visited by the prophet Elijah. (In Judaism, as you may know, Elijah’s something like the Holy Spirit; he can drop in and visit any time — which is why, at the seder meal, a seat is always left empty for him.) On this visit, Elijah’s accompanied by a young rabbi, who wants to observe how the prophet metes out divine justice.
The two arrive at the farm disguised as poor and weary travelers. The farmer banishes them to the barn, with only bread and water for supper. He has no time for visitors, he gruffly explains. He has to dig a well the next day.
After a cold and sleepless night, Elijah arises before dawn. He goes out from the barn and digs the farmer’s well. 
“Why did you do that?” his young protegé asks him later. “Our host is cruel and heartless. He neglects the sacred laws of hospitality. But you have blessed him by digging his well!”
“It’s true that I’ve dug his well,” Elijah admits. “And the place where I have dug it will yield sweet water for many generations. What you don’t know is that this farmer was planning to dig the well in another place: a few feet below the ground in that location lies a secret treasure. Because I’ve dug his well, rather than he, that treasure will go undiscovered for a hundred years: long after our host has gone to his grave. What seems like a blessing is not always a blessing!”
The rich farmer has received his consolation. The debt owed him has been paid in full, and then some. But now that it’s been paid, that’s all there is. Beyond his present wealth, there’s no promise of future blessing.
It’s kind of like that classic TV beer commercial — the one with a group of men sitting around a campfire, doing the male-bonding thing. Their canoes are pulled up on the beach, their tents are pitched, their dinner is cooked, and there’s a gorgeous sunset on the horizon. “It doesn’t get any better than this,” one of them contentedly exclaims, before cracking open his beer.
How sad. It’s good where they are. Very good. There’s food and fire and friendship — and yes, even cold beer. Yet, if it truly doesn’t get any better than that — if there’s nothing more to life than a tasty meal, a fleeting sunset and a few cold ones consumed in good company — well, woe to them, for they have received their consolation!

Elusive Contentment
Oscar Wilde once quipped: “In this world there are only two tragedies. One is not getting what one wants; the other is getting it.”
The wonder of God’s power to bless is that it happens regardless of our circumstances. It was Helen Keller — the blind and deaf mute who triumphed over her disabilities — who wisely pointed out, “Although the world is full of suffering, it is also full of the overcoming of it.” God’s way of blessing us, sometimes, is not to remove the cause of our complaint, but to give us power to prevail over it. It’s like the remark of the philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson: “It is the wounded oyster that mends its shell with pearl.”
Who’s to say what’s a blessing and what’s a curse in the great scheme of things? From our human perspective, what looks like the greatest of calamities may, in a God’s-eye view, really be our salvation.
There’s an old story — a true one — about a man who had a hard life. When he was 7 years old, his family was evicted from their home. When he was 9, his mother suddenly died. At 22, he lost his job as a store clerk.
He’d always wanted to go to law school, but his education wasn’t good enough. He went into business instead, and at age 23 became a partner in a small store. Three years later, his partner died, leaving a huge debt that took him years to repay. At 28, he asked the woman he’d been courting for years to marry him. She said no.
For a moment, his luck seemed to change. At 37, he was elected to Congress on his first try! But then, two years later, he was voted out. At 41, his 4-year-old son died. At 45, he ran for the Senate and lost. At 47, he failed as the vice-presidential candidate. At 49, he ran for the Senate again and lost. Then, at age 51, he was elected president of the United States.
His name was Abraham Lincoln. Some people get all the breaks, don’t you think?

Blessed: Despite It All!
It really doesn’t do us much good to count our blessings. Nor does it help to count our misfortunes, either. The Bible, in Romans 8:28, promises that “all things work together for good for those who love God.” Somehow, we’ve got to learn to trust that word, as hard as it may be to do at times.
When Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor … the hungry … and those who weep,” he’s bearing witness to the truth that God is in charge of creation, and that God isn’t finished with us yet. God will inevitably bless us if we have faith. God may bless us some day with what we most desire. Or, perhaps more likely, God may bless us through what we desire but don’t receive.
It’s not counting our blessings that’s important. It’s the blessing itself that counts: God’s blessing, that sojourns with us through wealth and poverty, health and sickness, laughter and tears. Praise to God, for knowing us better than we know ourselves, and for blessing us in every circumstance!
—Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

THE OTHER TEXTS 
Jeremiah 17:5-10 
What Does the Text Say?
Jeremiah 17:5-10 is part of the “laments” portion of the book of Jeremiah — laments of Jeremiah, of Yahweh and of the people of Judah and Jerusalem concerning Judah’s impending doom (11:18−20:18). The cursed are described as dimwitted xenophiles who foolishly believe they can plant orchards on “uninhabited salt land” (v. 6). In contrast — a favorite wisdom technique — the blessed are those “who trust in the Lord.” They are firmly grounded, verdant, fecund and tranquil. The description of the blessed forms the second of the two strophes that make up this wisdom poem reminiscent of Psalm 1 (especially verse 3). Verse 9 forms the crux of the meditation: the enormous power of the human heart/will/mind/ego/self to deceive. The two words used to describe the heart are “devious” and “perverse.” At its core, the root means “insidious,” that is, both enticing and harmful. In the present context, it also means inescapable — there is no escape for humans from the human heart. It can, however, be oriented, trained and fixed not on mortals but rather on Yahweh, which is the biblical definition of blessedness and the contrast being emphasized here. The lection closes with a truism of biblical wisdom, that Yahweh’s knowledge reaches deeper than what is merely apparent, and both tests and searches the innermost reservoirs of will.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
TV trivia. “Who Do You Trust?” This is the title of a game show hosted by Johnny Carson in the late 1950s and early 1960s. It was on this show that Carson and his longtime sidekick Ed McMahon first began working together. English purists were “enraged,” arguing that the program should be called “Whom Do You Trust?” The show featured three couples. The male was asked a question, but he could opt to “trust” the female, usually his wife, to answer correctly. But do you trust her to get it right, or should you deal with it yourself? This, then, gets us to our text. The question is the same. Do you trust in yourself and your own powers of actualization? Do you trust “mere mortals” and believe that they will solve all your problems? Or do you “trust in the LORD”? Trusting yourself is a fruitless enterprise (v. 6). But those who trust in God are like a “tree planted by water” (see Psalm 1), which “does not cease to bear fruit.” The key to understanding the oft-quoted verse 9 is found in the last phrase of this reading: “According to the fruits of their doings.” Why would people trust themselves and live in an “uninhabited salt land” (v. 6), when they could trust God and live a fruitful life? Ah, the heart is so deceitful! No one can understand it except God, who looks at the “fruit” and knows who is trusting whom! So, whom do you trust?

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
What Does the Text Say?
Nowhere do Paul’s doubts about the theological maturity of the Corinthians emerge more clearly than in his impassioned discussion of the resurrection of the dead in this pericope. It has apparently come to Paul’s attention that some in the church at Corinth do not believe in the resurrection of the dead (v. 12). In an attempt to sway such naysayers over to his position, Paul launches into a rather dense argument intended to show the logical necessity of the resurrection, given the Corinthians’ own proclamation about Christ (vv. 13-20). Paul employs two simple logical conditions in order to construct his case: The first is that if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised. The second conditional statement follows from the first; if, in fact, Christ has not been raised, then “our proclaiming has been vain and your faith has been vain.” To state it plainly, Paul is asserting that the Corinthians cannot have their cake and eat it, too. If they want to maintain that there is no resurrection from the dead, then they cannot continue to claim that Christ was raised from the dead. Having shown that claiming there is no resurrection of the dead is an untenable theological position, Paul confidently asserts what he believes to be the correct belief. “But now,” he writes, “Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died” (v. 20). Nowhere else in the NT do we find such a rigorous apology for the Christian belief in the resurrection as the one found here in 1 Corinthians 15.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Lug nuts, Lynchpins and Hinges. In 2017, the two left-rear wheels of a city bus in Florida came off while the bus was zipping along on I-95. This caused the bus to fly into a pickup truck and a third vehicle rear-ended the bus causing its engine to explode. Rogue wheels on the highways are not uncommon, and the ensuing accidents can cause loss of life. Loose lug nuts, lynchpins and hinges all hold various pieces together. When they fail, the various components fall apart or collapse, and chaos and disaster ensue, even loss of life. This is essentially what the apostle Paul is saying about the resurrection. It is the lug nut, the lynchpin, the hinge on which our faith depends. Without it, we are dead in our graves, without hope. Here is Paul’s strongest affirmation of the physical, bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. Explain why he considered it the lynchpin of the faith. 

ANIMATING ILLUSTRATIONS
##

In 1979, archaeologists began excavating in the area that is believed to be ancient Gehenna. Not far from the walls of the Old City of Jerusalem, they found what is considered to be one of the oldest bits of Scripture that exists in the world, more than 400 years older than the Dead Sea Scrolls. It dates from the time just before the destruction of the first temple, the Temple of Solomon, in 586 B.C. The scorched ground yielded two rolled-up silver amulets that are on display to this day in the Israel Museum. When painstakingly unfurled, the text was almost verbatim to the Bible verses:
“May God bless you and keep you.
May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May God turn His face toward you and give you peace” (Numbers 6:24-26).
This is the priestly blessing, one parents recite for their children each Friday night, a fervent prayer for the future. In other words, the oldest bit of scripture that exists in the world is a blessing of peace that was snatched from hell. In that beleaguered and beautiful land, the prayer endures.
—Rabbi David Wolpe, “The Jewish History of Israel Is Over 3,000 Years Old. That’s Why It’s Complicated,” The New York Times, May 28, 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/28/opinion/jewish-history-israel.html.
Retrieved September 3, 2021.

##

Blessing, rightly understood, is the invisible bloodstream pulsating through the universe — alive and life-giving. “Just to live is holy,” says the great Jewish sage Abraham Joshua Heschel. “Just to be is a blessing.”
—David Steindl-Rast, 99 Blessings: An Invitation to Life (Crown, 2013), xv.

##

The word blessing has come to mean more often than not a pious formality such as ministers are continually being roped into giving at high-school graduations, Rotarian wienie roasts, and the like, and to say “God bless you” to a person, unless that person happens to have just sneezed, is generally regarded as a pious eccentricity. It was not always so. 
In the biblical sense, if you give me your blessing, you irreversibly convey into my life not just something of the beneficent power and vitality of who you are, but something also of the life-giving power of God, in whose name the blessing is given. Even after old, half-blind Isaac discovered that he had been hoodwinked into blessing the wrong twin, he could no more take the blessing back and give it to Esau than he could take the words of it out of the air and put them back into his mouth again. 
Religious language has come to such a pass that perhaps “luck,” of all words, suggests the reality of this better than “blessing.” Everybody knows that luck has magic in it and that when you have it, you really have something. It may see you through hard times. It may win you the sweepstakes. A blessing, on the other hand, has come to seem something on the order of a Hallmark friendship card.
—Frederick Buechner, Beyond Words: Daily Readings in the ABCs of Faith, (HarperOne, 2009), 47.

##

To be blessed
said the old woman
is to live and work
so hard
God’s love
washes right through you
like milk through a cow
—A portion of a poem by Alicia Suskin Ostriker, “The Blessing of the Old Woman, the Tulip, and the Dog,” in The Old Woman, the Tulip, and the Dog (University of Pittsburgh Press, 2014). Full text of the poem — which is worth quoting in its entirety — may be found here:
https://www.journeywithjesus.net/poemsandprayers/1866-the-blessing-of-the-old-woman-the-tulip-and-the-dog.
Retrieved September 3, 2021.

##

When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed,
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings, name them one by one,
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done. 
Refrain:
Count your blessings, name them one by one;
Count your blessings, see what God hath done;
Count your blessings, name them one by one;
Count your many blessings, see what God hath done.
—Johnson Oatman, “Count Your Blessings,” 1897. Full song lyrics may be found here:
https://hymnary.org/text/when_upon_lifes_billows_you_are_tempest.
Retrieved September 3, 2021.

##

The American space program that created the Apollo 11 spaceflight grew out of the Cold War. The year after the Soviet Union launched an artificial satellite in 1957, Congress created the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) to demonstrate American superiority by sending a man into space. In 1961, President John F. Kennedy moved the goalposts, challenging the country to put a man on the moon and bring him safely back to Earth again. He told Congress: “No single space project in this period will be more impressive to mankind, or more important for the long-range exploration of space; and none will be so difficult or expensive to accomplish.” …
A year later, in a famous speech at Rice University in Texas, Kennedy tied space exploration to America’s traditional willingness to attempt great things. … “We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard.” …
In 2021, [Amazon.com founder Jeff] Bezos paid $973 million in taxes on $4.22 billion in income while his wealth increased by $99 billion, making his true tax rate 0.98%. After his trip into the sky, he told reporters: “I want to thank every Amazon employee and every Amazon customer because you guys paid for all of this. … Seriously, for every Amazon customer out there and every Amazon employee, thank you from the bottom of my heart very much. It’s very appreciated.”
—Heather Cox Richardson, “Letters from an American” blog, Substack.com, July 23, 2021.
https://heathercoxrichardson.substack.com/p/july-23-2021.
Retrieved September 3, 2021.

##

Worry about making a living, or not making a living, is a snare. In actuality, it is the snare. No external power, no actual circumstance, can trap a person. If we choose to be our own providence, then we will go quite ingenuously into our own trap, the wealthy as well as the poor. If we want to entrench ourselves in our own plot of ground that is not under God’s care, then we are living, though we do not acknowledge it, in a prison.
—Søren Kierkegaard and Charles E. Moore, Provocations: Spiritual Writings of Søren Kierkegaard (Plough, 2014).

##

COMMENTARY 
Luke 6:17-26
The gospel lesson consists of the narrative introduction and opening section of what has become known as Luke’s “Sermon on the Plain.” Following the consensus view of the “Two Document Hypothesis” regarding the literary relationship among the synoptic gospels, both Matthew and Luke are considered to have decided independently to construct an extended discourse by Jesus to be presented early in their accounts of his ministry as a summary of his teachings. The content for their respective “sermons” (Matthew’s is called the “Sermon on the Mount” and is found in chapters 5-7 of that gospel) were culled from a collection of Jesus’ sayings commonly designated “Q” (from a German word meaning, “source”). A comparison of the two reveals Luke’s “sermon” to be roughly a quarter the length of Matthew’s.
Generally, scholars consider Luke’s “sermon” to more closely reflect the wording of the underlying source in that it lacks the theological refinements typically associated with more developed Christian communities that can be seen in Matthew’s “sermon.” Two particular instances of Matthew’s refinements can be noted here. First, whereas the sayings as recorded in Luke refer to the objective state of the hearers — they are “poor,” “hungry” and “weeping” (vv. 20-21) — Matthew tends to spiritualize their condition or focus on their emotional states — they are “poor in spirit,” they “mourn” and “hunger and thirst for righteousness” (perhaps better, “justice”) in the parallel sayings and are “meek,” “merciful,” “pure in heart” and “peacemakers” in the beatitudes not included by Luke (see Matthew 5:3-9). Second, Matthew omits the corresponding “woes” found in Luke (vv. 24-26), giving his entire sermon more the flavor of being directed at those already within the community as compared to Luke’s address of both those who receive God’s favor and those who receive God’s judgment.
It may be that Luke preferred this less “spiritualized” version of the Beatitudes precisely because it fit so well with his own theological concerns. From his account of Mary’s pregnancy all the way through the end of Acts, Luke has a special interest in what we would call matters of social justice. As is clearly evident in Mary’s prayer in response to Elizabeth’s pronouncement of blessing on her (see Luke 1:39-55), the work and ministry of Jesus is about provision for those who are hungry and the demonstration of God’s mercy for those who are “lowly,” even as it is also judgment for the “proud,” the “powerful” and the “rich.” It is precisely this same pairing of blessing for some and judgment for others that is found here in the opening of Luke’s “Sermon on the Plain.”
There has been considerable discussion about how best to render these pronouncements of blessing (makarioV) and “woe” (ouai) into contemporary English. Some have suggested that the translation “blessed” would better be replaced by “happy” (so TEV; cf. LB) or “fortunate,” and that “woe” should be replaced by “how terrible” (TEV) or “sorrow” (LB). The problem with most of these new proposed translations is that they focus on the emotional states of the respective parties, but, as linguists have noted, these sayings are “performative language” rather than merely descriptive. That is to say, when Jesus says that “the poor” are blessed because theirs “is the kingdom of God” (v. 20), the very pronouncement begins the process of bringing it to reality. In the same way, to pronounce “woe” on “the rich” is to begin the judgment against them. While the “Scholars Version” produced by the Jesus Seminar gets this linguistic point correct, its proposed translations of “congratulations” and “damn you” are simply much too light and much too severe respectively. More than “congratulations” are being received by the poor, and Jesus does not go so far as to pronounce a “curse” (anaqema; cf. Galatians 1:8-9) on the rich.
However we choose to translate Luke’s Greek, what must be made clear is that he is insisting that the grand eschatological reversal expected at the end of the age has already begun (cf. Luke 4:16-21, especially v. 21), and Luke explicitly emphasizes that the reversal is complete. Not merely are those who are “hungry” going to be “filled” and those who “weep” begin to “laugh” (6:21), but those who are “full now” will become “hungry” and those who “laugh now” will “mourn and weep” (6:25). Through Jesus’ ministry, God is acting for some and against others. This reversal is not to suggest that God’s favor is in some way a “zero-sum game” whereby blessings for some necessarily must come at the expense of others. But it does make clear that those who have abused God’s blessing in the past by hoarding it to themselves while leaving others in need will be judged for their abusive practices.
That the possibility of God’s blessing is not necessarily limited is made clear by the narrative setting that Luke constructs for this “sermon.” Jesus has been healing both physically and spiritually “a great multitude” that have come to him “from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon” (v. 17). By these descriptions of their geographical origins, Luke makes it clear that Jesus’ ministry extends both to those who have formerly been in covenant with God (Jerusalem) and to those who were previously alienated from God (Tyre; cf. Ezekiel 28:11-19). Notice in this regard that Luke omits the story that is found in Mark (7:24-30) and Matthew (15:21-28) of Jesus’ initial refusal to heal the daughter of a woman from Tyre and Sidon because she is not one of God’s “children” from among “the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
Judged by its opening, the theme of this “Sermon on the Plain” might be summarized as promise and peril. The promise of God’s blessing upon the needy at the end of the age is beginning to be fulfilled in Jesus’ ministry, and that very approach of the end holds out peril to those who would seek to arrogate those blessings only to themselves. Judgment is as sure as blessing, but there is no joy taken in that prospect since God calls us to “love [our] enemies” and “bless those who curse [us]” (Luke 6:27-28). Perhaps the first blessing that we may extend to them is to warn them of their impending peril even as we “leap for joy” (v. 23) in response to God’s blessings. And probably we should also take care that our own “consolation,” laughter and assurances that we are indeed God’s blessed ones (vv. 24-26) don’t land us on the wrong side of the eschatological reversal.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Luke 6:17-26
Hold up a $5 bill and ask the children to tell you some of the things you could do with it. They might say buy a snack, purchase a small toy, or use it to play a game at an arcade. Agree that this is true — but then tell them that you could also save the money in the bank or give it to the church to help someone in need. Point out that money can be spent for something that makes you happy now, or it can be saved for the future or given to help someone else. Let them know that Jesus warns us about focusing too much on what makes us happy now. He says, “Woe to you who are rich . … Woe to you who are full now . … woe to you who are laughing now” (Luke 6:24-25). Stress that Jesus is not angry when we are happy, but he doesn’t want us to put our money only into things that help ourselves. Say that Jesus wants us to focus on the future, especially on the coming of “the kingdom of God” (v. 20), and on helping the poor and the hungry. Suggest that attending worship and Sunday school are good ways to focus on the kingdom, and taking part in canned food drives and other collections for the poor are good ways to help people in need. Encourage the children to look beyond their own happiness now, so that Jesus will say to them, “Surely your reward is great in heaven” (v. 23).

WORSHIP RESOURCES
Calls to Worship — General 
One: Now is the moment of grace.
All: This is the hour of blessing.
One: Today is the day of salvation.
All: Here is the path to new life.
One: Already joy is abounding,
All: And love is flowing.
One: For this is the day God is making.
All: Let us rejoice and sing.

Prayers — General

Benedictions — General
May the God of amazing grace give you eyes to see beauty everywhere, hands to do good to everyone, and hearts to bless all you meet. 

MUSIC LINKS
Hymns
For the Beauty of the Earth
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
Blessed Assurance
Worship and Praise* 
The Blessing (Jobe, Carnes)
Yes I Will (Vertical Worship)
My Hope Is Jesus (Hillsong)
*For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

LECTIONARY TEXTS
Sixth Sunday After the Epiphany, Cycle C
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm 1
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26
