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SUMMARY
Did Paul work alone? In the Christian community, we are much smarter together — and more effective — than we ever could be on our own. 

AT A GLANCE
We are one body of Christ. But our different gifts allow us to extend our individual minds and operate beyond the abilities of any one person. In this collection of activities, we see the power of the Holy Spirit working for the common good.

ALTERNATE READINGS
For material based on today’s psalm, see “Steadfastlove,” January 20, 2019. 

An aircraft carrier called Palau was speeding toward San Diego Harbor when its engines failed. Quick action was needed to avert disaster. But no one person had the key to stopping the runaway ship.
Fortunately, the captain, navigator, quartermaster chief and navigation team pooled their brawn and their brains to come up with some makeshift repairs. They saved the day by using their extended mind.
No single brain prevented the tragedy, but many did so.
For years, we have honored the geniuses who appear to achieve great things on their own, whether they are working in science, the arts, business, or technology. But this idea of a lone genius is really a myth. The most successful minds in history have made their breakthroughs with the help of others.
Michelangelo worked with a team of assistants to paint the Sistine Chapel.
Albert Einstein analyzed the work of others at the Swiss patent office as he developed his own theories.
And the apostle Paul? He lived in Corinth with a couple named Aquila and Priscilla, and they worked together as tentmakers (Acts 18:3). You can just imagine the conversations they had over their sewing, as Paul prepared to argue in the synagogue and try to convince people to follow Jesus.

Developing the Extended Mind
A science writer named Annie Murphy Paul has written a book called The Extended Mind: The Power of Thinking Outside the Brain. In it, she challenges us to tap the intelligence that exists beyond our brains — in our bodies, in our surroundings, and in our relationships. Our thinking, which is often referred to as “cognition,” is improved by connections all around us.
She argues that walking or exercising together can lead us to behave more cooperatively and be more successful in achieving shared goals. Morning calisthenics routines are broadcast over Japanese radio, and they are followed by people ranging from Sony executives to public school children. These shared exercises create greater synergy and cohesion among members of the group.
There is even value in sharing a meal, according to Annie Murphy Paul, with the effect being heightened if the food is very spicy and served family-style.
Our thinking is also helped by taking what she calls an “awe walk.” Get out of your home or office and spend some time outdoors. Allow yourself to be moved by the majesty of nature. Awe can act as a “reset button” for the human brain, shaking us loose from old patterns and opening us up to new ways of thinking.
Reflecting on this book, psychologist Emily Balcetis says that “intelligence can be found, in part, in our brains, but perhaps even more importantly in our hearts and skin, in the architecture of the physical spaces we surround ourselves with and in the friendships we keep.” This form of intelligence “isn’t found in just one person but emerges as multiple minds collaborate.” 
She calls it “socially distributed cognition.” Socially distributed thinking. Not one brain, but an extended mind.

One Lord, Different Gifts
Although the apostle Paul was not a psychologist, he knew all about insight being found beyond the minds of individuals. “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters,” he wrote to the Corinthians, “I do not want you to be uninformed” (1 Corinthians 12:1). He wanted them to be fully informed about the way that the Holy Spirit was at work in their lives. The Spirit was not coming to them as isolated individuals, but as a community. It was offering them spiritually distributed cognition.
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit,” said Paul, “and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (vv. 4-7). There is one God, according to Paul, giving a variety of gifts to a variety of people. Together, these people form one body, with one extended mind. And the goal is the common good.
Think of the officers and sailors of the aircraft carrier Palau, hurtling toward San Diego Harbor. Japanese schoolchildren doing calisthenics together. Members of a congregation sharing a potluck meal.
The goal is always the common good.
To achieve this goal, the Spirit gives “the utterance of wisdom” to one, and the “utterance of knowledge” to another. The Spirit gives to other people the gifts of faith, healing, working of miracles, prophecy, discernment of spirits, various kinds of tongues, and the interpretation of tongues. All of these gifts come from the same Spirit in order to advance the common good, in an act of spiritually distributed cognition (vv. 8-11).
Within the church today, we have this same experience of different gifts at work in different people. We know that we would be far less insightful, and far less effective, if everyone had the same spiritual gift. But even though we have a variety of gifts, we are one Christian community. “For just as the body is one and has many members,” said Paul, “and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ” (v. 12). We are one Christian body, with socially and spiritually distributed cognition.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we have an extended mind.
The value of such thinking is seen whenever a group of young people joins the church. At Fairfax Presbyterian Church in Virginia, members of a confirmation class stood before the elders, deacons, and trustees of the church. They stated their faith and presented their confirmation projects. Together, they represented different parts of the body of Christ, and they showed the power of socially and spiritually distributed cognition.
A young woman named Emily spoke about how she had been influenced by philosophers and theologians, including Saint Thomas Aquinas. He wrote extensively about the body of Christ and the church, and said at one point that “the Head and Members are as One Mystical Person.” In other words, there is always going to be spiritual solidarity between Christ, the head of the church, and all of us who are members of his body.
Another class member, named Faith, spoke passionately about how her faith has helped her. Clark used his own hands to craft a pencil that he used to write his statement of faith. Serena talked about her running and her faith. Kirstyn actually used her hands and her feet to break boards. This demonstrated how her faith had enabled her to break through a number of personal obstacles.
They represented a variety of gifts, activities, members, and parts — but they were one body. As Aquinas said, “One Mystical Person.” One extended Christian mind.
We are much smarter together than we would be apart, and much more effective as well. In confirmation classes and in the larger church, each person “is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (v. 7). Whether our passion is theology, writing, running or martial arts, our gifts can advance the common good. English classes taught by native-born Americans can help immigrants to communicate better and achieve success in the United States. Senior citizens can mentor teenagers, married couples can coach other couples, children can draw pictures for residents of nursing homes. In each of these activities, we see the power of the Holy Spirit, working for the common good.
All “are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses” (v. 11). The Spirit of God is the activator, not us. The Spirit activates some to sing sacred choral music with a choir and some to offer contemporary Christian music with a praise band. The Spirit activates some to take medicine to Guatemala and some to feed the homeless in the United States. The Spirit activates some to meet for small group Bible study, some to gather for book discussions, and some to teach children in Sunday school. The Spirit activates each of these efforts, and we would be a much dumber and much less effective church without them.
The time has come for us to abandon the myth of the lone genius and replace it with belief in an extended Christian mind. This is a challenging shift, because we are indebted to so many great individuals: Abraham, Moses, Mary Magdalene, and Paul, just to name a few.
But were they really lone geniuses? Abraham needed Lot and Sarah to travel with him in faith, toward the land of Canaan (Genesis 12:5). Moses required his brother Aaron to speak for him (Exodus 4:16). When Mary arrived at the empty tomb, she ran immediately to Simon Peter and the beloved disciple (John 20:2). 
And Paul? He had numerous traveling companions, including Timothy (Acts 16:1). Paul wanted Timothy to join him because the young man’s mother was Jewish and his father was a Greek, and he could relate to both communities. Acts tells us that after Timothy joined Paul and Silas in their work, “the churches were strengthened in the faith and increased in numbers daily” (v. 5).
Extended Christian mind. 
Yes, we have one Spirit, one faith, and one Lord Jesus. But the gifts of God are given to us in a variety of forms, so that we can be both smart and effective as we do God’s work in the world.
—Henry Brinton and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.
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THE OTHER TEXTS 
January 16, 2022, Cycle C
[bookmark: _Hlk79574501]Isaiah 62:1-5
What Does the Text Say?
Set in post-exilic Palestine, a Jewish remnant has returned only to find Jerusalem “forsaken” and “desolate” (v. 4). The prophet, however, sees a different landscape, and it’s so exciting he cannot keep from shouting and proclaiming the good news. Jerusalem shall be vindicated, and it will happen in the eyes of the whole world. Zion’s new status will be indicated by a new name, a practice found in other OT lessons (Sarai and Abram, e.g.). The new names are Hephzibah (“My delight is in her”) and Beulah (“married”). The writer goes on to describe the relationship between Yahweh in marital terms: “… your land Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your land shall be married. For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you” (vv. 4-5). The NIV and other translations use “sons” rather than “builder” in verse 5.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Today, the Congregation Is Getting Married. The wedding references in this text provide an obvious link to the story of Jesus’ first miracle at the wedding in Cana, recorded in today’s gospel reading. In this miracle, Jesus transformed an inert, tasteless liquid into a fine wine that pleased the palate. It was a foreshadowing of his larger work of transformation via the cross (see 2 Corinthians 5:17). In this OT reading, we see a similar theme. If you’re going to stick with this text only, however, you might focus on the name change that takes place in this marriage. God’s people, who were figuratively known as Forsaken are now known as My-Delight-Is-in-Her (v. 4). Doesn’t roll off the tongue well, does it? The timeliness of this theme in the January lectionary is significant. It’s not usually a marrying month. Many people, in fact, find January to be a month of doldrums, not dancing. Ask your listeners to think of an adjective they’d use to name themselves right now. Perhaps it is not “Forsaken,” but it might be “Overwhelmed,” or “Depressed” or “I-Am-Too-Busy-To-Care-Right-Now.” This is no way to begin a new year in one’s walk with God, who is leading us into service. So hold a marriage service. Ask the congregation if they are willing to be faithful in their life with God. Give them some words they can repeat after you. Then ask God if God is willing to take on this congregation, and be faithful to her, “delight” (v. 5) in her and “rejoice” (v. 4) in her. You might text God and wait for a reply. Or you could pre-arrange to call someone, put him or her on speaker mode (it would be awesome to find a woman with a high-pitched voice to play God — and you could acknowledge that God certainly sounds a lot like so-and-so, someone the congregation knows!), and put the question to God. Hold the phone to the microphone so the congregation can hear God’s response. Then, announce the good news. God says yes! God delights in us, and God will rejoice over us! Pronounce the congregation to be in a committed relationship with God. That’s good news, even on a cold, January morning.

Psalm 36:5-10
What Does the Text Say?
This psalm in general, and these verses in particular, extol in the most extravagant terms the “steadfast love” (hesed) of God. The Hebrew word hesed has a certain fluidity about it. It’s been translated loving kindness, mercy, steadfast love, loyalty, kindness and love. It could be translated as God’s “covenant loyalty” or “unfailing love” (REB) or “faithful love” (NJB) or “faithfulness” (v. 5). The psalmist praises this hesed to the skies. He is profoundly grateful for it, and he earnestly hopes that it won’t stop anytime soon. The psalm is divided into three basic components. Part 1, verses 1-5, provide a very strong description of human depravity and sinfulness. The evildoers depicted here do not fear God, they tell nothing but lies, they wouldn’t know what is wise and good if it stared them in the face. And they lie awake at night plotting mischief, verse 4. Part 2, verses 5-9, contrasts this description with the gracious love and faithfulness of God. In Part 3, verses 10-12, the psalmist asks God to deliver him from the subjects of verses 1-4, and to be made a recipient of the blessings of verses 5-9. He is quite sure that his desires will be fulfilled.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
God as Provider and Protector. The theme of love and marriage is evident in this reading, tying it with Isaiah 62:1-5 and John 2:1-11. If the congregation has any doubts as to God’s character, this psalm answers them. God makes a wonderful “husband.” God is righteous, kind to animals, steadfast in love, has a big house (v. 8) with lots to eat and drink, a place in which the light flows in and everyone is happy.

John 2:1-11
What Does the Text Say?
Three features of this text deserve special attention. First, there is the wedding banquet itself. Second is the interaction between Mary and Jesus. Third is the replenishing of the wine. The decision to highlight the wedding banquet at Cana is John’s way of signaling to us that, from the very outset of his earthly ministry, Jesus is the Christ whose every activity must be understood in relation to the revelation of his glory and messianic mission. As for the interaction between Mary and Jesus, there is room to interpret an element of humor. In verses 3-5, a quick exchange of words is peculiarly reminiscent of that awkward dilemma a child faces when put on the spot by a parent. Mary ignores Jesus’ rebuke, and directly tells the servants at the banquet, “Do whatever he tells you” (v. 5). Mary is more than a pushy mom with excessive pride in her boy. When she says, “Do whatever he tells you,” Mary is not bragging, but showing faith in her son who also happens to be the Son of God. Mary’s approach to Jesus concerning the wine demonstrates her firm belief that Jesus can save the situation. Finally, there is the matter of Jesus’ changing the water into wine. This goes beyond symbolism. When Jesus changes water into wine, the transformation of the world according to God’s holy purpose is becoming a reality through the presence of Jesus — the Word, the Son of God, the Messiah, the Christ.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
What Is Jesus Going to Change Next? The reading describes Jesus’ first miracle. It was a miracle of change and transformation. After having Jesus in her house for 30 years, Mary is astonished. Her son can change water into wine! Who knew?! The sermon is about whether we’re willing to be subjects for Jesus’ transforming power. What is Jesus going to change next? What does he need to change? What has he already changed?

ANIMATING ILLUSTRATIONS
##

In “My Octopus Teacher,” [an] Oscar-winning documentary, the filmmaker and narrator Craig Foster tells us that two-thirds of his new octopus friend’s cognition is in her arms. It’s an astonishing revelation, especially as we soon see a pyjama shark swim off with one of her still-waving tentacles in its jaws. But no problem! The octopus still has her central brain, not to mention seven other arms at her disposal, and in a metaphorical sense, so do we humans.
—Susan Pinker, “There Is More to Us Than Just Our Brains,” The New York Times, June 11, 2021, www.nytimes.com.

##

When I was on sabbatical in 2017, a number of [Fairfax Presbyterian] church members began to meet and talk about what they could do to increase the stock of affordable housing in the community. They knew that church members needed it, their children needed it, and neighbors who worked in nursing homes, schools, and restaurants needed it. They discovered that this was God’s will for them through a process of group discernment. …
Their first step was to approach three affordable housing groups and ask each one to make a proposal. To their surprise, the three came back and said, “Let’s work together!” The result was a plan for 10 townhouses to be constructed on the [church] property by Habitat for Humanity, assisted by HomeAid, a contractors’ group that offers supplies and labor. Two of the 10 units will be managed by Homestretch, which moves families from homelessness to sustainable housing. The other eight will be owned by low-to-moderate-income homeowners.
When I returned from sabbatical, I was surprised at how quickly these church members had pulled together a partnership with Habitat, HomeAid, and Homestretch. And I was amazed at the enthusiasm that had been generated by this process of group discernment. Usually, it is hard to get people to join a church committee, but this project quickly attracted over 20 volunteers. When the plan was put to a congregational vote, a super-majority approved it.
Yes, struggles still lie ahead … But when Christians take the time to seek God’s will as a group, all things are truly possible. 
—Henry G. Brinton, “God’s Will, Not Ours,” Fairfax Presbyterian Church Website, June 29, 2021, https://fairfaxpresbyterian.org.

##

It’s hard to imagine the internet without Wikipedia. Just like the air we breathe, the definitive digital encyclopedia is the default resource for everything and everyone — from Google’s search bar to undergrad students embarking on research papers. It has more than 6 million entries in English, it is visited hundreds of millions of times per day, and it reflects whatever the world has on its mind. …
It was also never meant to exist — at least, not like this.
Wikipedia was launched as the ugly stepsibling of a whole other online encyclopedia, Nupedia. That site, launched in 1999, included a rigorous seven-step process for publishing articles written by volunteers. Experts would check the information before it was published online — a kind of peer-review process — which would theoretically mean every post was credible. And painstaking. And slow to publish.
“It was too hard and too intimidating,” says Jimmy Wales, Nupedia’s founder who is now, of course, better known as the founder of Wikipedia. “We realized … we need to make it easier for people.”
Now … nearly 300,000 editors (or “Wikipedians”) … volunteer their time to write, edit, block, squabble over, and scrub every corner of the sprawling encyclopedia. …
It is not perfect. There is trolling. There are vandals. There is bullying of “newbies” by editors. And there are imposters who edit not for the greater good but to serve the greed, vanity, or ambition of self-interested (sometimes paying) parties. And, yes, there are many, many weak and thinly sourced articles. …
Regardless, Wikipedia is now a cornerstone of life online.
—Tom Roston, “The Wikipedia Story,” Medium.com, January 14, 2021.
https://onezero.medium.com/an-oral-history-of-wikipedia-the-webs-encyclopedia-1672eea57d2.
Retrieved August 6, 2021.

##

Crowdsourcing is the practice of utilizing the wisdom of a group for a common goal. It is best applied when attempting to solve complex problems in an innovative way or streamline intricate processes.
The term was first coined by Jeff Howe in a 2006 article about the practice. Though crowdsourcing has existed for centuries in some form, the practice rose to popularity around the same time as the emergence of commerce, social media, and the smartphone culture. Increased connectivity between people across the globe has been the biggest contributor to the growing interest in the practice. …
One of the most famous examples of a company that utilizes crowdsourcing in this way is Waze. There are many mobile-ready GPS apps available on the market, but Waze sets itself apart from competitors like Google Maps by crowdsourcing travel-specific information into its product. Users enter information about traffic jams, road hazards, and even police radar hotspots and then makes this information visible to users. This not only results in a GPS product that provides consumers with more value, but also transforms the product into a community-driven app that keeps their users actively engaged.
—Jacquelyn White, “What Is Crowdsourcing and How Does It Work? Definition and Example,” TheStreet.com, July 22, 2019.
https://www.thestreet.com/personal-finance/education/what-is-crowdsourcing-15026002.
Retrieved August 6, 2021.

##

In 1879, when Prof. James Murray began the challenging assignment of editing the first edition of the Oxford English Dictionary, a project of unprecedented historical and cultural importance, the call went out for volunteers to supply quotations to illustrate definitions. The most prolific and faithful correspondent, represented by more than 10,000 entries, was Dr. William C. Minor, a surgeon residing in Crowthorne in the English countryside in Berkshire.
Murray, who had not yet met Minor, assumed that he was a “practicing medical man of literary tastes with a good deal of leisure.” To his astonishment, he turned out to be a patient in the Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic Asylum.
The strange story of the interwoven lives of Murray and Minor is the subject of Simon Winchester’s … book, The Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Murder, Insanity and the Making of the Oxford English Dictionary. In 1872, in a moment of insanity, Dr. Minor, an American and a veteran of the Civil War, had killed a man in London and been sentenced to Broadmoor. He remained there under guard for the next 37 years, until he was transferred to St. Elizabeth’s Hospital for the criminally insane in Washington. Even after Murray realized Minor’s true situation, he still regarded him as his most reliable source, a madman whose words were very much to be trusted.
—Mel Gussow, “The Strange Case of the Madman With a Quotation for Every Word,” The New York Times, September 7, 1998.
https://www.nytimes.com/1998/09/07/books/the-strange-case-of-the-madman-with-a-quotation-for-every-word.html.
Retrieved August 6, 2021.
[Note: Winchester’s book was adapted by Mel Gibson into the 2019 film, The Professor and the Madman, in which he starred opposite Sean Penn.]

##

Games are supposed to build character. The Battle of Waterloo was won on the playing fields of Eton and all that. Healthy competition is supposed to be good for you.
Is competition ever healthy — the desire to do better, be better, look better than somebody else? Do you write better poetry or play better tennis or do better in business or stand in higher esteem generally, even in self-esteem, if your chief motivation is to be head of the pack? Even if you win the rat race, as somebody has said, are you any less a rat?
Who wants to win if somebody else has to lose? Who dares to lose if it’s crucial to win?
“Ah, but it’s not winning that counts. It’s how you play the game,” they say. Maybe neither of them counts. Maybe it’s not competition but cooperation and comradeship that build the only character worth building. If it’s by playing games together that we learn to win battles, maybe it’s by playing, say, music together that we learn to avoid them.
There are moments when Saint Paul sounds like a competitor with a vengeance, but there are happily other moments as well. “Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,” he says (Hebrews 12:1), where the object is not to get there first, but just to get there. And “Fight the good fight,” he says (1 Timothy 6:12), where it’s not the fight to overcome the best of the competition that he’s talking about, but the fight to overcome the worst in ourselves.
—Frederick Buechner, “Game,” in Whistling in the Dark: A Doubter’s Dictionary (HarperOne), 1993.

##

Each of us comes into life with fists closed, set for aggressiveness and acquisition. But when we abandon life our hands are open; there is nothing on earth that we need, nothing the soul can take with it.
—Fulton J. Sheen

##

COMMENTARY
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
In this passage, Paul encourages the Corinthians by asserting that although they formerly followed mute and lifeless idols, they now serve the God who empowers them through the Spirit to speak and act in a variety of dynamic ways.
In chapter 12, he takes up the penultimate issue in a series of issues he addresses for this young congregation. Following his instructions for the supper in memory of the Lord (1 Corinthians 11:23-34) and preceding his complex argument about the nonnegotiable belief in the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:1-58), these verses introduce the topic of spiritual things (pneumatikwn) and the premise that although they take different manifestations, God’s Spirit is the inspiration behind them all. This serves as a fitting point of departure for a congregation that seems to have had a preference for the gift of tongues (1 Corinthians 14:1-19). This section begins with the prepositional phrase “concerning spiritual gifts” (Peri de twn pneumatikwn). This is the fourth introduction using the preposition peri in the letter and indicates another issue about which this congregation had written to Paul (1 Corinthians 7:1, “Now concerning the matters about which you wrote. …”). About spiritual things, Paul’s desire is that they not be ignorant (a sentiment also expressed in 10:1 about the exodus story). The comment about ignorance is more than a stock phrase in a letter in which the addressees care a great deal about the accumulation of knowledge (1 Corinthians 1:5; 8:1, 2, 10, 11; 13:2). Paul is reminding them that there are still several very important issues about which they remain in the dark.
He then begins to set up a contrast between their former way of life and their lives in the community committed to Christ. Formerly, they were being led to the unspeaking idols. They participated in the variety of cults available in the Greco-Roman world, where many people paid homage to the gods by attending shrines where their images were located. When Paul recounts this activity, he casts the Corinthians in a very passive light. They were being led to these idols. They were compelled to serve dead and inactive gods. Now, they are still under the control of a superior force, but the Spirit of the God they serve isn’t dumb but, instead, inspires them to speak.
What is quite interesting about this verse is that when Paul describes the Corinthians’ former service to these idols, he says that at that point they were Gentiles (eqnh). Now he envisions them with a different identity. They can consider the Israelites their ancestors (10:1) because they’re now part of the newly formed “church of God” (10:32).
Through the Spirit who moves them presently — and through that Spirit alone — the Corinthians can now declare the lordship of Jesus. This is not an empty set of words, but a bold and subversive declaration against both Jewish and Roman leaders that the itinerant preacher crucified as a criminal is now alive and is in fact supreme over all.
On the other hand, if anyone curses Jesus, the Corinthians can know that God’s Spirit wouldn’t inspire such speech. This statement seems like a truism. Of course, God’s Spirit wouldn’t inspire a curse against Jesus. Hence, interpreters present a variety of options to explain this statement (Gordon D. Fee, First Corinthians, 578-82). Two are prominent. First, this statement could have been uttered in the pagan assemblies they formerly attended. Paul would then be setting up a stark contrast between the inspired speech of their former and present lives. Second, some in the Christian assembly, possibly as an expression of the complete freedom of the spirit, could have been uttering this phrase. In this case, Paul is giving the Corinthians practical instructions to discern the spirits and test all forms of what appears to be inspired speech.
Verses 4 through 6 are a beautifully balanced poetic expression of the central idea of the following verses: theological unity in spiritual diversity. There are different gifts, acts of service and works, but the same Spirit, Lord and God is behind them all. This verse is the earliest expression in Christian writings of the seeds of a Trinitarian understanding. The Spirit, the Lord (meaning Jesus, see just previous, 1 Corinthians 12:3) and God affect the activities of the community. God is the one who works all things in all, yet the gifts come through the Spirit and the Lord.
God gives the revelation of the Spirit to the members of the congregation in order to benefit (sumferw) them. Previously in the letter, Paul has emphasized that their concern should be not with what is allowed but with what is beneficial (1 Corinthians 6:12; 10:23). God’s system of diversity achieves such benefit.
Paul begins with the gift of the word of wisdom. Wisdom was a topic of great concern in the letter’s opening chapters. The wisdom Paul is speaking about here is the wisdom of God embodied in Christ (1 Corinthians 1:21, 24, 30; 2:6-7, 13). Next is the gift of the word of knowledge. Knowledge in much of this letter isn’t an entirely positive thing. It can be used to destroy rather than to build up (1 Corinthians 8:1, 7, 10-11; 13:2). Yet Paul sees a place for it, particularly in the context of spiritual utterances (1 Corinthians 14:6). It isn’t a random choice that Paul begins his list of gifts with the gift of two different kinds of words. His argument in the last chapter on spiritual gifts shows a preference for understandable speech (1 Corinthians 14).
The next gift is that of faith. It is given to an individual, just as are all the other gifts. Paul certainly wants the entire congregation to have faith (1 Corinthians 16:13), but at the same time, he envisions that the Spirit gives to some a particularly strong measure of faith so they might encourage the rest. The rest are gifts he will mention again later: the gifts of healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment, tongues, and interpretation of tongues (1 Corinthians 12:28-30; 14). Again, Paul’s ordering seems intentional, in that he places tongues last and quickly joins that gift with the interpretation of tongues.
Paul’s closing word should work to inspire both humility of one’s own gifts and appreciation for the gifts of others. The many gifts given by the same Spirit are not based on any hierarchy of individual worth or merit. The Spirit gives to each person as the Spirit so desires. Paul goes on to say that all the gifts individuals bring to the communal worship play an integral role in how the community functions (1 Corinthians 12:14-31). Therefore, when people come together as servants of the living God, each should contribute the gift he or she has been given so the whole community might better reflect the unity and diversity of the God they now serve.

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Put a toaster, lamp and electric clock in front of the children. Have them describe what the different devices do. Then ask them what they have in common. Pick up their power cords and say that they are all electrical devices, and they need to be plugged in before they can work. Point out that they all receive the same kind of electricity, but they do different things: making toast, giving light and telling time. Say that the very same is true for us in the church. We do different things but get our power from the same source. Ask the children what they are good at and tell them that all of their abilities come from God, just like the gifts listed in the Bible (wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles [vv. 8-10]). Then pick up one of the power cords, and ask if these abilities are powered by electricity. Shake your head no. Emphasize that “there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit” (v. 4) — the Holy Spirit of God is the power behind all our abilities. Tell them that the Spirit gives us these gifts “for the common good” (v. 7), which means that we are supposed to help each other with our wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing and miracles. Ask the children to name something that they can do for the common good, to help other people. Point to the toaster, lamp and clock and say that it is good that we can do different things, but let’s always remember that our abilities come from the same Holy Spirit of God.

WORSHIP RESOURCES
Calls to Worship — General 
One: Something so big
All: We can’t hold it.
One: Something so deep
All: We can’t reach it.
One: Yet it beckons.
All: It has many names.
One: God.
All: Love.
One: Truth.
All: Community.
One: God is in all of it,
All: And God draws us here.
One: To feel some light.
All: To dwell in some peace.
One: To experience some love.
All: To sing some joy.

Prayers — General 
God of majesty, who creates an eye-catching sunset, who carves out a Grand Canyon, who stuns us with giant sequoia trees, we gather in awe, in wonder, in silent adoration, for you are great and marvelous. Yet you would have us worship you more for your love than for your greatness, more for your care than for your majesty. You sent Jesus because you loved us so very much. Sunsets and mountains and oceans lead us to your door, but Jesus takes us to your heart. Because of Jesus, we know you want us to be whole, to stand tall, to reach out to others in need.
This day is filled with your wonder and your tender care. You set a table before us and invite us to be fed. You send your Spirit to accompany the words of Scripture and sermon so that words become a source of life. You place us in a community that shares tears and joy, struggles and hopes. You cause the ocean to praise you with ever-flowing waves.
Hear our prayers, those heart-deep and beyond words. Hear our yearnings and our worries. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Benedictions — General 
Beloved, God has blessed you with many gifts! As you leave here this morning, go out into the world committed to share your gifts generously to the glory of God. Amen.

MUSIC LINKS
Hymns
Christ, For Whom All Blessing Flow
Many Gifts, One Spirit
In Christ There Is No East or West

Worship and Praise*
Nothing/Something (Barrett)
Made to Worship (Tomlin)
With Every Act of Love (Gray)
*For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

LECTIONARY TEXTS
Second Sunday After the Epiphany, Cycle C
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
