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[bookmark: _Hlk71884088]SUMMARY
Jesus fed 5,000 people with just a little fish and bread. But his focus was on quality, not quantity. He wants to satisfy our spiritual hunger by feeding the whole person, not just filling a stomach. 

[bookmark: _Hlk71884112]AT A GLANCE
The feeding of the 5,000 on the shore of the Sea of Galilee reveals God’s desire to give us the bread of life. The quality of this miracle is not just its abundance, but also in its gift of Jesus. He wants our physical hunger to be satisfied, but also our spiritual hunger. Jesus is more than bread; he is the bread of life!

[bookmark: _Hlk71884104][bookmark: _Hlk71884142]ALTERNATE READINGS
For material based on today’s Old Testament text, see “Objects of Desire,” July 29, 2018. 

As human beings, we love our numbers. Especially round numbers.
Yes, that’s right. For most people, 5,000 is much more appealing than 4,999.
Need some proof? Think of your fitness tracker. You look at it in the evening and see that you have walked 9,874 steps. So what are you going to do? You walk around the house, get 126 more, and feel the sublime satisfaction of 10,000-step perfection.
You may not really need another pair of blue jeans, but how can you resist a 40-percent-off sale? And when you are pumping gas, don’t you find yourself squeezing the pump until you get to a round-number total? $49.75 is not nearly as satisfying as $50.
Admit it: You really like to get to $50. On the nose.
Speaking of gasoline, you may think that you’re saving money when you go to a self-serve pump. But you know what? You’re only fueling yourself.
Round numbers such as 50 offer more than precisely measured information. According to The Washington Post, such figures are often full of emotion. Research has found that “we love round numbers so much that we often regulate our behavior to achieve them. Like those who wear fitness trackers, professional baseball players and high school SAT takers also exert more effort when their performance falls just short of a round number.”
A baseball player with a batting average of .298 is going to work extra hard so that he can hit .300, just like the high school student who is determined to get a 1200 on the SAT.
Round numbers are appealing to us. They say something about quality.
Yes, quality. Not quantity … quality.
Think of a $15 crab cake appetizer on a restaurant menu. It seems to be more appealing and delicious than one listed for $14.99. In fact, round numbers on a restaurant menu send a message of quality, according to a Management Science study. Non-round numbers, on the other hand, are a stand-in for value.
Yes, you may want to grab a $.99 special at a fast-food restaurant, but not a $14.99 crab cake appetizer. Deals like that sound kind of fishy.
“That’s why you don’t see a Chanel bag for $4,999.99,” says Olga Shurchkov, a behavioral economist at Wellesley College. Round numbers communicate quality.
All of which brings us to Jesus and the feeding of the 5,000. Notice that Jesus did not feed 4,999 people on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. No, according to John, the crowd was “about five thousand in all” (6:10). 
This is the only miracle that appears in all four gospels, so you know that it is critically important. But even so, the exact number of diners is a little fuzzy. Matthew says that “those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children” (14:21). The total number of people could easily have been double or triple the number of men … 10,000 or even 15,000.
Both of which are also nice, round numbers.
But even though the exact number who ate the loaves and the fishes is uncertain, all of the gospels make clear that this miracle is the feeding of the 5,000. This round number signals quality, not a cut-rate discount. The feeding of the 5,000 shows the abundance of God’s care for us, and God’s desire to give us nothing less than the bread of life.
It’s a quality miracle.
For starters, the feeding is a miracle of abundance. When a large crowd comes marching toward Jesus and the disciples, Jesus plays a little game with Philip. He asks the disciple, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” Philip begins to panic and stammers, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little” (John 6:5-7). 
Philip is feeling the scarcity of their resources and the enormity of the need. He makes the same mistake that so many churches make today, saying, “We don’t have the budget; we don’t have the staff; we don’t have the equipment or the time or the energy.”
Jesus just shakes his head. He knows very well what he is going to do. But he is testing his disciples, trying to break them out of the scarcity mentality.
Another disciple named Andrew does a little better. “There is a boy here,” he says, “who has five barley loaves and two fish.” Give Andrew some credit: At least he points to a possible solution. But then he falls into the scarcity mentality and sighs, “But what are they among so many people?” (vv. 8-9).
Okay, Jesus thinks to himself, time to act. “Make the people sit down,” he says to the disciples. Jesus takes the loaves, gives thanks and distributes the bread to the people on the grass. He also distributes the fish and gives them as much as they want, filling them until they are completely satisfied (vv. 10-11).
It’s a quality miracle. A miracle of abundance.
Then, to stress that there is much more in this meal than anyone could eat, Jesus has the disciples gather up the leftovers, and they fill 12 baskets to the top. The people are so impressed that they begin to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world” (vv. 12-14). 
The feeding of the 5,000 shows the abundance of God’s care for us. God does not want us to go hungry, or to lack anything that we really need for life. No, we may not have a $15 crab cake appetizer pop up on every dinner table, but God wants our needs to be met. God also wants crowds of hungry people to be fed, often by us and by other people of faith. 
Some of the feeding of hungry people will come from generous giving. And some will come from being better stewards of what we have been given. “Our grandparents,” said Pope Francis eight years ago, “used to make a point of not throwing away leftover food. Consumerism has made us accustomed to wasting food daily, and we are unable to see its real value.” Then he told his audience, “Throwing away food is like stealing from the table of those who are poor and hungry.”
He’s right. Forty percent of all food in the United States is wasted at some point. We enjoy an enormous abundance of food in this country, but it is up to us to be good stewards of what we have, so that everyone will have enough to eat. Jesus performed his miracle of abundance so that everyone in the crowd would be fed. And then he had the disciples gather up the leftovers, so that nothing would be wasted.
Looking deeper, we can see that the feeding of the 5,000 also reveals God’s desire to give us the bread of life. The quality of this miracle is seen in its abundance, yes, but also in its gift of Jesus. “I am the bread of life,” Jesus says just a little later in the gospel of John. “Whoever comes to me will never be hungry” (v. 35). Jesus wants our physical hunger to be satisfied, but also our spiritual hunger.
His focus is quality, not quantity. Feeding the whole person, not just filling a stomach. Jesus is not just bread, but the bread of life!
The quality of this bread is revealed right after the feeding of the 5,000, when the disciples get into a boat and start traveling across the Sea of Galilee. The sea becomes rough because a strong wind is blowing, and they are rowing hard across water that is deep and deadly. Then they see Jesus walking across the rough water, and he says to them, “It is I; do not be afraid” (vv. 16-21). On a dark and dangerous night, Jesus fills them with the gift of his presence and his power.
That’s a quality miracle.
The Crown is a popular television series that tells the story of the British royal family, and in one episode, Prince Philip is feeling lost in middle age. A former pilot, he becomes obsessed with the Apollo 11 mission and is thrilled when the moon landing is a success. When the three astronauts visit Buckingham Palace after the mission, Philip is excited to ask them questions about their most profound insights from outer space. He is looking to them for inspiration.
But when he meets them, he discovers that they are just normal, young men who were simply doing their jobs on Apollo 11. It is a dramatic and devastating moment for Philip — one that is largely invented for the television drama. What is historically accurate, however, is that Prince Philip became involved at that time in the creation of a retreat center called St. George’s House. Along with an Anglican priest, he made St. George’s a place for people to discuss religious and secular issues. Philip himself went on to give talks on the role of clergy in society, stressing the importance of bringing together scientists and theologians to try to find common ground.
Philip discovered that inspiration cannot be found in technology alone. People need the bread of life, even more than a man on the moon.
The feeding of the 5,000 and Jesus walking on the water are both quality miracles. They show us the abundance of God’s care for us, the desire of God to give us the bread of life, and the promise that Jesus will be with us in the darkest and scariest moments of our lives.
When it comes to miracles, 5,000 always communicates quality. In every time and place and situation, God wants to give us nothing but the best. 
—Henry Brinton and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Takeaway:
Miracles reveal the abundance of God’s care for us and the promise that Jesus will nourish and protect us.
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THE OTHER TEXTS
July 25, 2021, Cycle B
2 Samuel 11:1-15
What Does the Text Say?
Of all the characters portrayed in Scripture, it is hard to find one more complex than King David. Scripture never attempts to canonize David or disguise his flaws. David's greatest failures are often the result of inaction. He does nothing when his son Amnon rapes his daughter Tamar. Nor does he condemn Absalom for murdering Amnon in revenge (2 Samuel 13). The story of his relationship with Bathsheba also begins with a reference to inaction on David's part. Although it is the "time when kings go out to battle," David remains in Jerusalem while his nephew Joab (1 Chronicles 2:16) goes across the Jordan to lead the siege of Rabbah. Throughout the story, David's activities with Bathsheba are juxtaposed with Joab and Uriah's activities on the battlefield. Long story short, by the end of this sordid affair, David, to satisfy his lust, has become an abuser of power, a possible rapist, not to mention a multiple murderer. How is it possible that this character remains one of the most revered individuals in Israel's history? Nathan convicts David of his sin with Bathsheba. The child they conceived through adultery dies. But David remains God's chosen king, and the couple's next child succeeds David on the throne. There is no clear way to account for the mixture of virtue and vice in the person of David, yet flawed as he was, he was still God's beloved.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
The Inaction Infraction. See above for comments about David's frequent and inexplicable collapses into inaction. Perhaps it was a fatal flaw. This text is a notorious text in Scripture, and open to many sermonic possibilities. Today, however, perhaps the preacher could explore the broader landscape of sin. What has to happen or not happen for transgression, mistakes, lapses to occur. Is it true that if a person is actively pursuing a relationship with God, actively nurturing relationships in his or her home and family, actively staying grounded in God's Word — that the chances, not to speak of the opportunities, for catastrophic moral lapses virtually disappear? The inaction infraction is one that exposes us to temptation when we're vulnerable. This advice is more than: "Stay busy; stay safe." It's important that we stay busy doing the right things. Suggest some actions David might have taken to avoid this scandal — like being with his army, for one thing, instead of at home by himself.

Psalm 14
What Does the Text Say?
The Hebrew word translated "fool," naval, suggests an empty vessel (such as a water jug or skin-bottle) or a hollow musical instrument. So the basic meaning of foolishness in biblical Hebrew appears to be literally, "empty" or "witless." It is possible, though unlikely, that the fool's declaration, "There is no God" (v. 1), is a statement of theoretical atheism. The declaration more likely means, "There is no God to punish or correct." The only God worth having in the ancient world — indeed, through most of human history — is an effectual God, that is, one who gets things done. God simply as an idea was of no interest to the writers of the OT or the NT. Readers of the Bible, especially conservative readers, love to hear of "abominations" (v. 1b). The English word has come to connote not simply bad deeds, but rather really, really bad deeds. To most, abominable acts are at the far end of wickedness. There is some biblical support for this but not much. What distinguishes abominable behavior in the OT is less degree and more type, specifically, engaging in the ritual practices of the indigenous and neighboring peoples of Canaan. While some practices to modern (and ancient) sensibilities may have been ethically abhorrent (such as child sacrifice), other activities in the category of abomination (such as dietary restrictions, animal mixed breeding, sowing a field with two kinds of seed, or wearing garments of two kinds of fabric) have lost their ethical punch. So the word "abomination" doesn't simply mean something really ethically awful.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Where Is God When You Need a God? The title is a play on the familiar lamentation about the absence of someone to help in a time of crisis or unusual circumstance. For example, you're driving on I-25 from Denver to Colorado Springs, and a driver speeds past you, swerving in and out of traffic, and you remark to your spouse, "Where's a cop when you need a cop?" This construction is used frequently. "Where's a … when you need a …?" An article in The Wall Street Journal last year, written by Wendy Kaminer and Alan Dershowitz, posed the question, "Where's the ACLU when you need it?" Other questions using this formulation are: Where's a hammer when you need a hammer? Where's a sunset when you need a sunset? Where's customer service when you need it? Where's a doctor when you need a doctor? Where's God when you need a God to punish evildoers and establish justice throughout the land? Yes, this is how many feel — even to the point of wishing our country was a Christian country and that the Bible was enshrined as a companion document to our Constitution. The psalmist says that those who say there is no God when you need God to punish evildoers are fools, empty voices and hollow instruments shrieking a shrill sound into the wind. God sees, knows and understands that "they have all gone astray" (v. 3), but God "is with the company of the righteous" (v. 5). Wise people know this. God will "restore the fortunes of his people" (v. 7).

Ephesians 3:14-21
What Does the Text Say?
This text is a prayer. Verses 14-15 serve as an introductory "call to prayer." Verses 16-19 form the main body of the prayer and include three petitions. Verses 20-21 contain the closing ascription. Three petitions are all concerned with protecting the community (vv. 16-19). The first is directed to God. The second calls upon Christ. The third is focused on the members of the church. First, Paul prays that God will strengthen the "inner being" of the believer with power through the Spirit (v. 16). The concept of "inner being" is not new to Ephesians, for Paul has used this language before. In Romans, "the inmost self" describes the highest part of human nature that "delight[s] in the law" (7:22). Second, the apostle prays that Christ will dwell, through faith, in the believers' hearts (v. 17). Paul uses agricultural and architectural images ("rooted" and "grounded") to describe how the power of the gospel takes hold within a person. Third, he prays that the believer "comprehend" the full richness of God and the love of Christ, even though the love of Christ "surpasses knowledge" (vv. 18-19). There is no contradiction here between comprehension and knowledge. For one can know, i.e., see with the senses and thus accept, the reality that the sun rises without precise scientific understanding or comprehension as to why or how it rises. So, too, with faith; one can know one's experience of grace, even if the understanding or comprehension of the hows and whys are beyond our capability.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
The Inmost Self. As the commentary above notes, this prayer is all about the believer's inner life. Typically, we pay a lot of attention to that which is exterior. We judge books by their covers. We're swayed by the labels on wine bottles. We are suspicious of restaurants with shabby exteriors. We're impressed with houses with lovely lawns and shrubbery. In this text, however, it is one's interior, not one's exterior, that gets attention. Why? Why are inward beauty and strength important? So what? The answer to this question constitutes the sermon.

ANIMATING ILLUSTRATIONS
##

According to research published in the Journal of Economic Psychology, many of us are gas pump ninjas. Psychologists analyzed over a thousand self-pumped gas purchases at a convenience store in upstate New York. And they found that we love pumping gas to the nearest whole number.
Almost 60% of purchase values ended in .00 (zero cents). Another 7% ended in .01, which may be due to not being able to stop the pump in time to hit double zeroes.
—“Our Odd Attraction to Round Numbers at the Gas Station,” Priceonomics, February 18, 2014, https://priceonomics.com.

##

It’s not often that something called “The World of Goo” has anything to teach business managers. But in this case, it just might. To celebrate the first anniversary of the physics-based puzzle video game, the developers invited people to download the World of Goo for any price they wished using PayPal. More than 65,000 purchasers in 104 countries paid anywhere from a penny to US $150 for the game.
Here’s the most striking statistic: 57 percent of consumers picked round, whole-dollar amounts ending in zero, and an additional 4 percent chose to pay round, half-dollar amounts. Those percentages are far too high to be random and, given the straightforward nature of the electronic payment, can’t be attributed to people’s dislike for handling small change or adding up different denominations of cash. The most plausible explanation is that people simply prefer round prices. 
—Matt Palmquist, “The Psychology of Pricing: Customers Prefer Round Numbers,” strategy + business, November 21, 2013, www.strategy-business.com.

##
	
[Apple founder Steve] Jobs didn’t compromise, a trait which was in equal measures what lead to his legacy and what made him hard to work with.
	“On the one hand, it led to the design principles that you see with iPhones today, you know where there are no compromises on the good finish design or on the user experience or the software. On the other hand, the work environment working with Steve was not the easiest at times because he was extremely tough to make sure that there were never any compromises,” [former Apple CEO John] Sculley says.
	For example, days before the first release of the Macintosh motherboard, a manufacturing engineer brought the motherboard to Jobs for final approval. Jobs did not like the way a wire looked on the motherboard. The case for the computer was designed so that it was very difficult to get into the computer box. The engineer’s response was, “Nobody will ever know,” recounts Sculley. “I’ll know. No compromises, go back and re-layout this motherboard,” Jobs says, according to Sculley.
—Catherine Clifford, “Former Apple CEO John Sculley: What I learned from Steve Jobs,” CNBC.com, May 29, 2018.
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/05/29/what-ex-apple-pepsi-ceo-john-sculley-learned-from-steve-jobs.html.
Retrieved February 19, 2021.

##

Haven’t we all done it (those of us who own cars, anyway)? If we keep our cars for any length of time, we know the strange fascination with watching the odometer turn over from 99,999 miles to 100,000.
	Old-timers among us remember the time before cars sported digital mileage displays. The odometer, back then, was a mechanical device: a row of number-wheels. When that last little “9” on the right side of the display began to roll over, and we saw the whole row of nines begin to lift up, then all at once transform themselves into zeros, we felt like we’d witnessed something of great importance.
	If, on the other hand, it happened that we forgot to look at the odometer at that critical moment — and missed the big rollover — we felt cheated somehow.
	We all know, on an intellectual level, there’s no difference between our car at mile 99,999 and mile 100,001. When the odometer rolls over, the fan belt doesn’t suddenly break. The tailpipe doesn’t commence belching black smoke. The doors don’t fall off.
	But somehow, it feels different to ride in that car, post-100,000. That’s the strange power, the pull, numbers can exert over and on us.

##

The miracles in fact are a retelling in small letters of the very same story which is written across the whole world in letters too large for some of us to see. Of that larger script part is already visible, part is still unsolved. In other words, some of the miracles do locally what God has already done universally: others do locally what He has not yet done, but will do. In that sense, and from our human point of view, some are reminders and others prophecies.
—C.S. Lewis, “Miracles,” in God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and Ethics (Eerdmans, 1970), 29.

##

In Lewis Carroll’s whimsical novel, Through the Looking-Glass, Alice protests to the White Queen that she can’t believe impossible things.
	The Queen replies, saying Alice just hasn’t had much practice at that. She goes on to say, “Why, sometimes I’ve believed as many as six impossible things before breakfast.”
	Such is the attitude of some to miracles. In truth, they are far more complex than simply impossible things for the credulous to believe in.

##

Days pass and the years vanish and we walk sightless among miracles. Lord, fill our eyes with seeing and our minds with knowing. Let there be moments when your Presence, like lightning, illumines the darkness in which we walk. Help us to see, wherever we gaze, that the bush burns, unconsumed. And we, clay touched by God, will reach out for holiness and exclaim in wonder, “How filled with awe is this place and we did not know it.”
—Prayer from the Jewish Shabbat service

##

COMMENTARY
John 6:1-21
The gospel of John is an unusually paradoxical book. On the one hand, it typically uses a rather commonplace vocabulary. On the other hand, it is gracefully sublime in its theology. This paradox is especially apparent in two vignettes — the feeding of the 5,000 and Jesus’ walking on water — in which the stark contrast between human inadequacy and divine power are underscored.
The first vignette situates Jesus in the territory around the Sea of Galilee (v. 1). From John’s perspective, this setting is a positive one — unlike Jesus’ reception in Jerusalem (5:1-47, esp. vv. 16-18) — since John had previously mentioned that “the Galileans welcomed him” (4:45). It is unsurprising, then, that a large crowd [of Galileans] kept following him” (v. 2). Despite the presence of this large crowd, Jesus goes up on a mountain and sits down with his disciples (v. 3). Although John does not disclose what happened on the mountain, we are told that “the Passover … was near” (v. 4).
Given John’s frequent allusions to other biblical traditions and persons (e.g., 1:1-4, 17, 21-23; 6:31ff; 7:2), this reference to the Passover must surely entail more than just a casual observation about the ritual calendar. Indeed, when John mentions that a Jewish festival is near, Jesus regularly presents a provocative teaching that subverts a traditional understanding proffered by the Jewish religious authorities, which often results in a confrontation (cf. 1:13ff; 7:2ff; 10:22ff; 12:1ff). Therefore, if the Passover— a festival in which the eating of unleavened bread is a key component — is imminent, perhaps John is alerting his readers to be particularly attentive to what follows.
From his vantage point on the mountain, Jesus “looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him” (v. 5). Having now become aware of the enormous crowd, Jesus directs a question to Philip: “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” Philip, however, is oblivious to Jesus’ examination, for John informs his readers that “He [Jesus] said this to test him [Philip]” (v. 6). Without reservation, Philip verbalizes what any sane person must be thinking — there is no way to obtain enough food for this many people (v. 7). This brief exchange between Jesus and Philip thus aptly illustrates the bleak human predicament. There are vast human needs personified by the large crowd, yet human resources are inadequate as evidenced by Philip’s riposte that even a sum of money equal to “six months’ wages” would supply only “a little” piece of bread for each one (v. 7). In sum, it’s futile to give just a bite or two of food to each person; one might even suggest that such an act — giving hungry mouths a tiny morsel of food — borders on cruelty. In short, John has vividly portrayed the desperate human condition.
Although the preceding contrast about human need and inadequacy is quite plain, John intensifies it with a remark from Andrew, who says to Jesus, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish.” The NRSV’s prosaic translation here belies the subtlety of John’s literary craft. For the words translated “boy” and “fish” are diminutive forms of paiV and oyon. More literally, it is not just a “boy” with two “fish,” but a “little boy” (paidarion) with two “small fish” (oyaria). And to make the gulf between human need and insufficiency even more pronounced, Andrew asks, “But what are they among so many people?” (v. 9). Obviously, five loaves and two small fish are worthless tokens. Not only has Jesus tested Philip, but Andrew has also been unwittingly drawn into Jesus’ examination.
Having established the impossibility of meeting the vast needs of this large crowd, Jesus instructs his disciples to do something utterly preposterous, “Make the people sit down” (v. 10). Once again, the NSRV’s bland translation fails to capture what Jesus asks his disciples to do. They are not to have the people “sit down”; rather, the disciples are told to “Make the people recline” (anapein), a word that John will later use in his portrayal of the Last Supper (cf. 13:23, 25). John also comments that “there was a great deal of grass in the place” (v. 10). Surely this image adumbrates that a sufficient divine bounty will soon supply their needs, a crowd whose number exceeds that of 5,000 men.
John next reports that Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks (aorist participle of Eucharist), and “distributed them to those who were seated (more literally, ‘reclining’ [anakeimenoiV]); so also the fish, as much as they wanted” (emphasis added, v. 11). In short, this was no limited distribution of finite resources that were equally divided so each person received “a little.” It was such an abundant feast that after the people “were satisfied,” the disciples “filled twelve baskets” (vv. 12-13); and not just a few small baskets, but 12 large baskets, undoubtedly symbolizing the Lord’s overwhelming provision for each tribe of Israel.
In response to this astonishing sign, the people declare, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world” (v. 14). Yet, “When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain” (v. 15). This time, however, he withdraws by himself, perhaps indicating that even the disciples themselves had misunderstood the sign and were aligning themselves with the crowd’s inappropriate plan.
Though much shorter, the second vignette also contrasts human inadequacy and divine power. In this scene, the disciples go down to the sea and begin to cross it. John poignantly notes that, “It was now dark” (v. 17). Although it is valid to read these words literally —that it was night — they probably involve deeper theological meaning. Specifically, the words, “it was now dark,” likely symbolize Jesus’ absence, a point made clear with John’s addition of “and Jesus had not yet come to them” (v. 17; cf. 11:10; 13:35-36). Consequently, when the disciples were alone in the dark, facing a stormy, rough sea, “they were terrified” even though “they saw Jesus walking on the sea” (v. 19). To be sure, these all-too-human disciples — like the large crowd — lacked sufficient resources; that is why they were terrified. In such circumstances, only Jesus’ words, “It is I” or “I am” (egw eimi) — words that point to Jesus’ divine identity (cf. 4:26; 6:35, 41, 48, 51; 8:58; 13:19; 18:5-6, 8) — could reassure the disciples. And once reassured, “they wanted to take him [the divine resource] into the boat,” (v. 21) just as the people had feasted on the provisions whose origins were divine.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
John 6:1-21
Hold up a loaf of bread and ask the children to tell you what it is. After they answer “a loaf of bread” or “bread,” tell them, “No, it’s a sign.” Ask them what a sign does and explain that signs usually point to something, whether it’s a sign in the church pointing to the sanctuary or a sign on the road telling you where the next city is. Then, quickly tell the story of the feeding of the 5,000, concluding with the verse, “When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world’” (John 6:14). Lift up the bread again and say that this miracle was a sign for the people, pointing them to Jesus as a great prophet of God. Then ask the children if they think Jesus wanted this kind of attention. No! Explain that Jesus ran away because he didn’t want the bread to be a sign that pointed to him as a prophet or a king; instead, he wanted the bread to be a sign that pointed people to the kingdom of God. Emphasize that Jesus never wanted people to focus on him but to focus on God and his kingdom. Suggest that we should do the same, feeding and helping people so they will know that God loves them and wants them to join him in heaven. 

WORSHIP RESOURCES
Calls to Worship — General
One: A gift of a new day,
All: Unlived, untried, ready to be opened.
One: A new day with surprising miracles;
All: With love to be given,
One: Kindness to be shared
All: And peace to be enjoyed.
One: A gift of a new day,
All: God's gift to us.
One: Let us receive it with joy
All: And live it in expectation.

Prayers — General
Wondrous and generous God, your gifts are overwhelming: Your sun lights the way for our journey, and your stars puncture our darkness. Your living water quenches our thirst, and your broken bread opens the door to eternal life. Your healing touch binds up our wounds, and your forgiveness washes clean our sin.
Wondrous and generous God, from the four corners of the earth, a chorus of praise erupts. The ocean roars and the trees shout their joy. From the deepest depths of our being, our prayer gropes to find words of adoration. For you are patient and kind, even as we wander, lured by the trivial and attracted by the quick solution. For you are full of compassion and truth, even as we stumble in relationships and hesitate at the doors of justice.
Come now, wondrous and generous God. Bring comfort to those who agonize over broken relationships, who mourn the death of what used to be. Touch those whose bodies need healing. Liberate those whose addictions warp their full potential. Surprise those whose days are filled with sameness and whose joy has ceased.
Come now, wondrous and generous God. Make this church a place where seeds grow, joy is shared, songs are sung, peace is shaped, dreams are born, sorrow is graced and ripples of love spread. In the name of Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Benedictions — General
The feeding of the 5,000 grew out of Jesus’ tremendous compassion for the crowd. Let us go into the world, committed to live that compassion. We have a story to tell; it is the story of God’s grace. We have a meal to share; it is the nourishment of God’s shalom. Live that story, and share that shalom, in all that you say and do. In the name of the triune God. Amen.

MUSIC LINKS
Hymns
As We Gather at Your Table
Become to Us the Living Bread
Break Thou the Bread of Life

Worship and Praise 
This Is a Move (Lake)
Miracles (Jobe)
Hungry (Scott)
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

LECTIONARY TEXTS
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost, Cycle B
2 Samuel 11:1-15
Psalm 14
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21
