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SUMMARY
Solomon asked for wisdom at the beginning of his reign but finds out that wisdom is less about smarts and more about gaining experience in dealing with the difficult realities of human life.

AT A GLANCE
We tend to think of wisdom as something that accumulates with age, but that’s not always the case. Real wisdom is often the product of hardship. And divine wisdom is lived out on the hard road of obedience to God and in relationship to the community of God’s people.

ALTERNATE READINGS
For material based on today’s psalm, see “God's Startups,” August 19, 2018. 

Think about the word “wisdom” and chances are you’ll conjure up an image of an older person sitting on a mountaintop like a guru or relaxing in a comfy chair while speaking to a rapt audience of young people hanging on their every word. Maybe you think of a teacher you had or an inspiring historical figure you’ve read about, or your old high school coach. “Older” and “wiser” are often words used together to describe the idea that real wisdom comes with age and life experience. 
That may be true, of course, but real wisdom isn’t so much about the quantity of life experience as it is the quality of it and what one has learned. As journalist and humorist H.L. Mencken once put it, “The older I grow, the more I distrust the familiar doctrine that age brings wisdom.” Qualifying for your AARP card doesn’t necessarily make you wise, especially if you’ve failed to take the lessons that have come your way and changed as a result. And those lessons usually come not through moments of success, but through hard times. 
Researchers suggest that there are three kinds of wisdom:
· General wisdom that understands the “fundamental pragmatics of life” and the human condition.
· Personal wisdom in which the individual has perspective on themself and develops coping mechanisms for dealing with difficult circumstances, as well as understanding and empathizing with the circumstances of others. 
· Self-transcendence, which develops in people who are deeply spiritual and have a deep connection to past and future generations. 
While general wisdom would seem to be relatively easy to cultivate, personal and self-transcendent wisdom require an extended process of learning, practice and awareness of oneself and the world. Much of that learning comes through experiences of hardship that, while not intentionally sought, serve to help wise people rethink how they see themselves and the world. The hard truth is that wisdom often comes at a price but is of inestimable value once gained.

Divine Wisdom
We might think of hardship as primarily a product of external circumstances like tragedy, grief, or pain. But another kind of hardship comes from choosing to follow a path that diverges from conventional wisdom. In some ways, this is an even more difficult kind of hardship because it’s self-inflicted or, if you’re a Christian, it’s the narrow way demanded by Christ: the way of the cross and self-denial. This is the kind of wisdom Solomon will have to learn in today’s text: wisdom that is divinely given but must be lived out in obedience to God. 
God, of course, is the author of wisdom and seeks to impart it to humans but divine wisdom usually doesn’t come with shortcuts. Adam and Eve listened to the shortcut the snake offered to them in Genesis 3, preferring to obtain the divine knowledge of good and evil by eating some fruit, rather than by receiving wisdom and experiencing it through an intimate relationship with God. They would have to learn wisdom the hard way, and we’ve been doing it ever since. 
That’s what makes Solomon’s request of God in 1 Kings 3 so interesting. Imagine God coming to you in a dream when you were, say, in your late teens or early 20s and offering you anything you might ask! (v. 5). Chances are that wisdom wouldn’t be on the list. Solomon, however, recognizes that he is young — “only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in” (v. 7) — and doesn’t have the experience of his father David to rule “a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted” (v. 8). So, Solomon asked God to give him “an understanding mind to govern your people, to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this great people?” (v. 9). 
Solomon asks God for wisdom, but we might note that even before this event he “loved the Lord” and walked “in the statutes of his father David” (v. 3). We might call that the “General Wisdom” Solomon first exercised before his encounter with God, which reflects the truth of one of the first things Solomon himself says in Proverbs: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” or wisdom (Proverbs 1:7). What he lacked was experience, perhaps indicated by his marriage alliance with Egypt (a pattern of diplomatic matrimony that would later prove problematic) and sacrificing at the “high places,” (1 Kings 3:1-2) which has echoes of Canaanite religious practice. 
The writer of 1 Kings seems to hint that these are not wise choices in terms of God’s version of wisdom, though they were perfectly acceptable given the conventional wisdom of the time. Nonetheless, Solomon’s love for God will be the foundation of the early part of his rule and enable him to be the one to build God’s temple. God’s granting of an infusion of wisdom, then, is designed to fill in the gaps of Solomon’s lack of experience. 
What’s also clear, however, is that God’s offer of wisdom and long life is contingent upon Solomon actually learning and applying the wisdom he’s received. Solomon didn’t ask for riches or long life, or for his enemies to die off (things we might expect from someone his age who suddenly becomes king), and yet God will grant him those things conditionally. “If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life” (v. 14). In other words, in order for his reign to be long and effective, Solomon would need to continue to maintain a particular way of life that demonstrated godly wisdom. The wisdom God gave him would need to be lived out in his experience day by day. 
That last bit brings Solomon’s dream closer to our reality. If true wisdom is gained by experience — and particularly by experience with hardship — it’s also the product of recognizing that the experience of walking in God’s ways is difficult compared to the way of the world. We would love for God to impart all the wisdom we need in a moment, like with Solomon, but as we’ll see with Solomon’s own life, having wisdom is a “use it or lose it” proposition. In this week’s alternate reading from Proverbs, we hear the call to “lay aside immaturity and live and walk in the way of insight” (Proverbs 9:6). Following in God’s “ways” often requires saying a painful “no” to the ways of the world that are attractive, easy and well-trodden by most people. 

The Difficult Path
Solomon’s God-given wisdom was on display in his judgment, such as his mediation of the conflict between two prostitutes in 1 Kings 3:16-18. It was also evident in his administrative skill in managing Judah and Israel toward prosperity (4:20) and in building the temple. He showcased that wisdom in writing Proverbs (if we assume his authorship) and in other wisdom literature. His wisdom was widely known in the Mediterranean world to the point that “people came from all the nations to hear the wisdom of Solomon” (4:34). And yet, by 1 Kings 11, things go tragically wrong with Solomon. The wisdom that God had “put into his mind” failed to translate into action and Solomon instead lived out the conventional wisdom of the kings of the ancient Near Eastern world, gathering up more riches, chariots, and wives in an attempt to solidify his reign. These were things that God himself had warned the potential kings of Israel about back in Deuteronomy 17:14-20 — money, sex, and power being the conventional desires of the world instead of God’s wisdom contained in self-denial and faithfulness. 
All of Solomon’s God-given wisdom couldn’t keep his reign from going sideways in a hurry, devolving into idolatry and the reestablishment of high places, threats from outside the kingdom and civil war from within. Solomon’s grand kingdom would be shattered with only a remnant left for his son (1 Kings 11:1-13). All of this took place because Solomon failed to apply the wisdom he had been given and walk the hard road of obedience. 
Some of the wisest people in the world tend to be those who have endured hardship and lived through it, learning from their experiences and imparting that learning to others. Those who are even wiser, however, endure the hard way of following God despite the pressures of the world: the way of self-denial, sacrifice, and standing for truth. They, in turn, help others along that way, nurturing and guiding them along with God’s Word and the power of the Holy Spirit always lighting their path. 
Personal wisdom is never developed in isolation, and self-transcendence requires a constant awareness and nurturing of a relationship with God that is best encouraged and lived out in community with others seeking the same wisdom. Perhaps one of the reasons Solomon ultimately failed was that he didn’t surround himself with others who were seeking the same hard-won path of wisdom, relying instead and increasingly more on himself than on God. 
Who is helping you discern God’s wisdom? Do you have a small group community to help guide you along the way and help you stay accountable? To whom are you imparting God’s wisdom and helping them live it? 
It doesn’t matter how old you are or at what stage in life you happen to be: God offers wisdom to those who will seek it and then live it out in obedience. The way of wisdom isn’t easy, but it’s ultimately the way that leads to real and abundant life.
—Bob Kaylor and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Source: 
Tait, Veronika. “Gaining Wisdom May Require More Growing Pains Than You Think.” Psychology Today, June 3, 2019. https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/pulling-through/201906/gaining-wisdom-may-require-more-growing-pains-you-think. Retrieved December 15, 2020. 

THE OTHER TEXTS 
August 15, 2021, Cycle B
Psalm 111
What Does the Text Say?
This psalm, one of the so-called “Hallelujah” psalms, is also an “alphabetical” psalm, along with Psalm 112 and others. That is, each line begins with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet in succession. Some believe this psalm was one of the “Paschal” psalms sung at the paschal meal.
The writer begins with a robust “Hallelujah!” or “Praise the Lord!” in the NRSV. He then announces his intention to “give thanks to the Lord with [his] whole heart” and to do so in the “company of the upright, in the congregation.”
Having stated his purpose, the psalmist begins. The “works” of God (vv. 2-5) are great, and people who really delight in God’s work will study them. The Lord’s works are full of “honor and majesty.” God, in fact, is famous for “his wonderful deeds.”
But that’s not all. The character of God is worthy of praise. The Lord is “gracious and merciful,” not to mention compassionate (“He provides food”) and faithful (“ever mindful of his covenant”). He is just, and his laws are trustworthy and enacted and enforced with “uprightness.”
God is also a saving God. He “sent redemption” and extended his “covenant forever.” No wonder the psalmist says that God is a holy and awesome God.
People who are truly wise will reverence God and behave accordingly.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Too Soon Old, Too Late Smart. Perhaps you heard this from your grandparent: “We get old too soon and smart too late!”
After listening to patients’ complaints and stories for more than 30 years, psychiatrist Gordon Livingston put pen to paper and wrote, Too Soon Old, Too Late Smart: Thirty True Things You Need to Know Now (2004). His work was also personal. In 1991, his 22-year-old son, Andrew, committed suicide after a long struggle with bipolar disorder. A short time later, Lucas, his youngest son, was diagnosed with leukemia, dying at age 6 after an unsuccessful bone-marrow transplant.
It isn’t easy to live with such experiences, and Livingston says people who go through stuff like this aren’t looking for “closure” as so many believe. He says, “Like all who mourn, I learned an abiding hatred for the word ‘closure,’ with its comforting implications that grief is a time-limited process from which we all recover.”
Too soon old, too late smart. Perhaps the psalmist, who had a child who died as an infant and a son who died as an adult, felt a bit this way. His psalm is devoted to worshiping God, and he closes by saying … as though he’d just had an insight … “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” Perhaps it wasn’t “too late smart” for him. To reverence and worship God is the beginning of wisdom, and “all those who practice it have a good understanding.”

Ephesians 5:15-20
What Does the Text Say?
Verse 15 opens with an imperative for the letter's audience to pay attention to how they live their lives. Where verse 15 encouraged the epistle's audience to avoid being unwise, verse 17 encourages the audience to avoid foolishness. The second part of verse 17 specifies how this command can be carried out: namely, by understanding "what the will of the Lord is." This refers to more than simply the intellectual acquisition of knowledge or mental assent to a proposition. Rather, it refers to the active living out of that will. The primary instruction, given in verse 18b, is that the epistle's audience is to "be filled with the Spirit." The use of "filling" language is already well-established in this epistle as it appeared earlier in 1:23, 3:19 and 4:10. One of the results of this in-filling of the Spirit seems to be a set of liturgical behaviors, including making music. Like that verse, today's reading calls its audience to the practice of a beneficial and worshipful lifestyle.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Mind the Gap. The title is but one of several possibilities. "Watch your head" is another. "Watch your step." "High Voltage. Keep Away!" "Watch for Falling Rocks." "Mind the gap" is a warning that usually is found in places where one must step over a gap, large or small, such as when boarding a train or a subway. This text is a spiritual equivalent of "Mind the gap." Paul says, "Be careful how you live." Then he offers specifics. Notice the negative words: unwise, foolish, drunk. The positive actions and attitudes include wise, understand[ing], singing, making melody, giving thanks. The sermon, then, alerts us to the presence of "gaps" as we live in "days [that] are evil" (v. 16), and how we might successfully navigate the gaps we face.

John 6:51-58
What Does the Text Say?
This text may, in part, be directed against gnostic or docetic groups that are saying that Jesus was not fully human. John reports in verse 51b that Jesus insists that the bread of which he speaks is his very flesh. The connection between bread and flesh is nonetheless confounding to Jesus' Jewish interlocutors. Jesus' words have been so provocative as to instigate fighting within his audience. This provocation only increases, however, at verse 53, where in addition to merely eating flesh, Jesus also points to the necessity of drinking blood. Such an imperative would have likely sounded appalling to Jewish audiences familiar with the prohibition against the consumption of blood found in Leviticus 17:10-14. Verse 54 introduces an intriguing change in language. Jesus has been speaking throughout this discourse about the eating of bread and flesh using the typical verb for eating (esqiw), but here in verse 54 he unexpectedly switches to a less common verb for eating (trwgw), which literally denotes the crunching or munching such as that done by an animal. With this choice of verb, then, Jesus further reinforces the offensiveness of his message. Not only is he calling his audience to eat flesh and drink blood, but he is calling for the consumption of these offensive comestibles in the manner of a wild animal.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
"Chew Your Food!" The title refers to the nagging of a parent when a child is wolfing down food so fast she's in danger of choking. In this text, Jesus talks about eating his flesh. And if that isn't gross enough, he uses the word for chew or masticate in verse 54 as though when we eat the flesh of Jesus, we should eat as a wild beast. And drinking blood would be offensive to any Jewish audience, let alone drinking the blood of a human. So this text is arguably the most offensive text in Scripture on the face of it. One can hardly bear to read the text and contemplate its meaning in any literal way. Of course, Jesus often pushed people's buttons. Here, he reminds us of his humanity, as John the author is eager to emphasize. The Word was made flesh. His words also take his audience back to the Passover and the paschal lamb, with Jesus as the Lamb of God. He takes away the sins of the world. This is the flesh and blood that if one eats and drinks, one will live forever. We do not eat the flesh of a lamb or in any way consume its blood. But when we're consumed with Jesus, we experience life everlasting.

ANIMATING ILLUSTRATIONS
##

Richard Rohr identifies three distinct ways of knowing that lead to wisdom:
	“Imaginal knowing is the only way that the unconscious can move into consciousness. It happens through fantasy, through dreams, through symbols … through pictures, events, and well-told stories. It happens through poetry. …”
	“Aesthetic knowing is the most attractive, but I think it’s often the least converting. Art in all its forms so engages us and satisfies us that many go no deeper.”
	“Epiphanic knowing. An epiphany is a parting of the veil, a life-changing manifestation of meaning, the eureka of awareness of self and the Other. It is the radical grace which we cannot manufacture or orchestrate …”
	“I have to imagine that Jesus’ consciousness was developed by all these ways of knowing.”
—Adapted from Richard Rohr, The Wisdom Pattern: Order, Disorder, Reorder (Franciscan Media: 2020), 127–132.
https://cac.org/moving-beyond-conventional-wisdom-2021-02-25/.
Retrieved March 4, 2021.

##

By instructing students how to learn, unlearn and relearn, a powerful new dimension can be added to education … Tomorrow’s illiterate will not be the [person] who can’t read; [it] will be the [person] who has not learned how to learn.
—Alvin Toffler, Future Shock (Bantam, 1971), 367.

##

You may set down six zeroes — 000,000 — and they count for nothing; but if you put a five or any figure before them, they all count — 5,000,000. Human knowledge by itself adds up a row of zeroes. A young man goes through the university and then passes through his medical or law school and is graduated with honors, a learned man, but not yet a Christian. His acquirements make only a long row of zeroes. These will only be elements of power if he gets in before them something that counts. Then he gives himself to Christ, consecrates all his attainments to him, and every one of his acquirements assumes a high value. He has written a figure before the row of ciphers, and 000,000,000 has become 6,000,000,000.
—J. R. Miller. Morning Thoughts for Every Day in the Year (Crowell and Co., 1907).

##

Wisdom consists in doing the next thing you have to do, doing it with your whole heart, and finding delight in doing it.
—Meister Eckhart, cited by Edward Hays in Psalms for Zero Gravity (Forest of Peace, 1998).

##

In Thornton Wilder’s famous play, Our Town, we meet a young woman named Emily Webb, who tragically dies in childbirth with much of her life still ahead of her. As the play ends, Emily’s ghost is allowed one last look back at her hometown of Grover’s Corners, New Hampshire, before moving on to the afterlife. It’s time for her to move on, she knows, but Emily lingers. She turns around to look, one last time.
	“Wait!” she says to the Stage Manager — that all-knowing character, in that play, who seems to know how everything works — “One more look. Good-bye, Good-bye, world. Good-bye, Grover's Corners … Mama and Papa. Good-bye to clocks ticking … And Mama’s sunflowers. And food and coffee. And new-ironed dresses and hot baths … And sleeping and waking up. Oh, earth, you’re too wonderful for anybody to realize you.”
	Emily turns, then, to the Stage Manager. She asks him, through her tears, “Do any human beings ever realize life while they live it? Every, every minute?”
 “No,” answers the Stage Manager. “The saints and poets, maybe — they do some.”
	Wise people, those saints and poets …

##

Wisdom came to horror novelist Stephen King alongside a highway in rural Maine, where he lives. He was out walking, one day, along the shoulder of the road when he was hit by a truck — with a drunk driver at the wheel — and nearly died. After a long process of recuperation, he was invited to give the commencement address at Vassar College.
	“What will you do?” he asked the graduates.
	“Well, I'll tell you one thing you’re not going to do, and that’s take it with you. I’m worth I don’t exactly know how many millions of dollars — I’m still in the Third World compared to Bill Gates, but on the whole I’m doing okay — and a couple of years ago I found out what ‘you can't take it with you’ means. I found out while I was lying in the ditch at the side of a country road, covered with mud and blood and with the tibia of my right leg poking out the side of my jeans like the branch of a tree taken down in a thunderstorm. I had a MasterCard in my wallet, but when you’re lying in the ditch with broken glass in your hair, no one accepts MasterCard. If you find yourself in the ER with a serious infarct, or if the doctor tells you yeah, that lump you felt in your breast is a tumor, you can’t wave your Diners Club at it and make it go away. …
	We all know that life is ephemeral, but on that particular day and in the months that followed, I got a painful but extremely valuable look at life's simple backstage truths. We come in naked and broke. We may be dressed when we go out, but we’re just as broke. Warren Buffet?  Going to go out broke. Bill Gates? Going to go out broke. Tom Hanks?  Going out broke. … Steve King? Broke. You guys? Broke. Not a crying dime. And how long in between? How long have you got to be in the chips? ‘I’m aware of the time passin’ by, they say in the end it’s the blink of an eye.’ That's how long. Just the blink of an eye.”
	After finishing his commencement address, King did something spontaneous. He announced that he was making a gift of $20,000 to a local social-service agency near the college. He challenged his listeners to take up a collection to match his gift, and a great many of them did make contributions.
	That’s the sort of action wisdom can produce — the wisdom that comes of numbering our days.
—Stephen King, Vassar College Commencement address, May 2001.

##

We can start with what wisdom is not. Clearly it is not the same thing as intelligence. Intelligence is just processing speed. It is better to have more rather than less, but having more does not guarantee that you will do anything good or constructive with it. Next comes knowledge; wisdom is more than mere knowledge. Knowledge is the possession of bits of information. But information alone doesn't let you accomplish anything more significant than an impressive showing on Jeopardy! The next step up is understanding: seeing how facts relate to each other, grasping their meaning in the big picture of the totality of God's universe. Now we are getting somewhere. But we still don't necessarily have wisdom.
	So what is wisdom? Here is my definition: Wisdom is the inclination and ability to use our intelligence, knowledge, and understanding in creative and loving ways for the benefit of our fellow creatures, the advancement of Christ's kingdom, and the glory of God. It starts, according to Solomon, with the fear of the Lord.
—Donald T. Williams, “Literature for Wisdom,” Touchstone: A Journal of Mere Christianity, https://www.touchstonemag.com/archives/article.php?id=33-04-020-v.
Retrieved March 5, 2021.

##

COMMENTARY
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
The transition of royal power from David to Solomon is finalized in this passage, but the peaceful nature of the story here belies the bloody and destructive path that Solomon had to tread to succeed David on the throne. On his deathbed, David instructed Solomon regarding all those who should be eliminated after his demise. They were Joab son of Zeruiah, David’s nephew and Solomon’s uncle, who had once been David’s right hand, the leader of his army, and Shimei son of Gera who had cursed David as he fled from Absalom’s rebellion (1 Kings 2:5-9). The reason David says he wants Joab executed is for the murders of Abner son of Ner (2 Samuel 3:22-30) and Amasa son of Jether (2 Samuel 17:25; 19:11-15; 20:4-10).
More likely the cause of Joab’s loss of David’s favor, however, was his execution of David’s son, Absalom on the battlefield (2 Samuel 18). Although he does not mention it, David probably also knew that Solomon would have to execute his brother Adonijah, his main rival to the throne, which he does very shortly after David’s death (1 Kings 2:13-25). It is rather ironic that Solomon blesses God for giving David a son to sit upon his throne (1 Kings 3:6), because one of David’s main problems is that he had too many sons who wanted the throne — Amnon, Absalom, Adonijah and Solomon. One by one they kill each other and are killed, until only Solomon is left.
But this gory background to Solomon’s ascension is hardly hinted at in 1 Kings 3:3-14. Rather, he is depicted as a pious young man who seeks to be the same type of devout and beloved king as was his father. The facts of David’s adultery with Bathsheba and his later murder of her husband, Uriah the Hittite, are not mentioned. David is, instead, portrayed as completely upright and devout — the model of a holy king whom Solomon wishes to emulate. Perhaps it is another subtle irony that both Solomon and David are portrayed as perfectly pious here, when, in fact, both of them had serious theological and ethical flaws. In the end, Solomon does become approximately as pious as was his father. The text simply does not point out the fact that both of them ultimately miss the mark of true faithfulness toward God.
Solomon’s main shortcoming, according to Kings, is his habit of worshiping on high places. Prior to the construction of the temple in Jerusalem, however, high places were completely acceptable places to worship Yahweh. Samuel presides over his own high place in Ramah and even anoints Saul king there (1 Samuel 9). What the text knows about Solomon, at this point, however, which the reader does not yet know, is that although Solomon is sacrificing to Yahweh on the high place at Gibeon, later he will build high places for his wives’ foreign gods and make sacrifices at those places himself (1 Kings 11:1-13). The chronicler evinces, however, that Solomon was only worshiping Israel’s God at Gibeon by insisting that the altars at Gibeon at that time were the original altars of the wilderness tabernacle, which had been left at Gibeon when David moved the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 1:3-6).
The fact that the Lord comes to Solomon in a “dream by night” has led some to suppose that Solomon was practicing a type of ritual known as an incubation — in which a person sleeps in a temple or holy place hoping for a revelatory dream from the God of the shrine. Samuel receives a revelatory dream from Yahweh while sleeping in the temple at Shiloh (1 Samuel 3), and there appears to be another reference to such activity in Amos 2:8. In Amos, the practice is being criticized as an unnecessary form of super erogation; therefore, it appears that only the most zealous persons, as Solomon is depicted here, engaged in this practice.
The content of Solomon’s prayer is, again, more humble and self-deprecating than one would expect on the lips of Israel’s first true empire builder. His statement that he is just a “lad” is hard to verify from the text. He may well have been below adult age when he was made co-regent with his dying father, because his age and the time of his ascension to the throne are not given. However, the actions taken on his part to consolidate his hold on power (executing his brother, his uncle, Saul’s remaining descendants, and exiling the priestly supporters of his rival, 1 Kings 2) depict him as a savvy political machinator. Even if these actions were orchestrated by those around Solomon, the text portrays him as one with steely resolve and a clear knowledge of what was required of him politically.
Solomon’s statement, however, that he does not know “how to go out or come in” should not be understood as some sort of false claim of feeblemindedness. When paired together and placed in a royal context, the verbs yatz’ah and ba’ah imply “going out and coming in” in a military sense — namely as a leader of an army (see also 1 Samuel 8:20 and 2 Samuel 11:1). In this case, Solomon is making an entirely accurate statement of what he understands to be his main weakness as a monarch. Unlike his father the great warrior, Solomon has no military experience. And to make matters worse, he has just executed the second-best general Judah ever had, namely, his uncle Joab.
The solution to Solomon’s problems as a young man suddenly on the throne of his father’s kingdom is to pray to God for wisdom. This is the first biblical passage to introduce this theme, which will become the hallmark of Solomon’s reign. In fact, the remaining account of his monarchy (1 Kings 3-11) is peppered with stories of how Solomon’s wisdom made him world-famous and successful beyond anyone’s wildest dreams. The fact that he was not a warrior, then, was totally irrelevant given his ability to expand his kingdom through wise decisions about political balances internally (1 Kings 4; 9:15-28) and foreign alliances externally (1 Kings 3:1; 5; 10; 11:1-3).
Thanks to his humble prayer to God for wisdom, rather than for the selfish things others might have asked for in his place (and setting aside the fact that he had already taken the lives of his enemies by his own hand prior to this encounter with God), Solomon appears here as a pious man who simply wants to serve God, and knows that wisdom would be his best tool in that task.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
Show the children a birthday cake and talk to them as you put candles on the cake. Find out what they enjoy the most about birthday parties or mention some of your own favorite things. Light the candles and ask what you are supposed to do after the candles are lit. Make a wish and blow them out! After the candles are blown out, ask the children to think of things they wish for on their birthdays. Is it good to ask for long life, or money, or toys, or power over other people? Tell them that God once gave King Solomon the chance to have one wish, and Solomon asked for the gift of wisdom — “an understanding mind” (1 Kings 3:9). Ask them to think about whether this was a good wish or not, and if so, what was good about it? Point out that God liked this wish because it wasn’t selfish, like long life and power, and it could never be lost or broken, like money and toys. Let them know that God granted this wish and God gave Solomon many other good things as well. Encourage the children to ask God for wisdom as they go through life, because an understanding mind will help them to be successful in friendships and school and work.

WORSHIP RESOURCES
Calls to Worship — General
Leader: God is waiting for us.
People: With a tender heart and a searching question.
Leader: God is ready for us.
People: With truth and wisdom from a deep well.
Leader: God is blessing us.
People: With springs of living water.
Leader: God is sending us.
People: To sing, pray and witness every day.
Leader: God is here.
People: Let the conversation begin.

Prayers — General
Holy God, you have given us grace to discern the way we should go amid all the paths of the world. You have shown us wisdom and understanding and offered us the chance to choose good over evil. 
We haven’t always been as thoughtful in our discernment as we could be. We have sometimes let our path be chosen for us. 
Teach us to have wise and understanding minds, so that we may be responsible members in community. Let us not focus on riches or possessions but strive only to serve your people.

Benedictions — General
Remember we are a forgiven people, eternally loved, thoughtfully instructed, gratefully obedient. Go with God's blessing to live each moment and to walk into God's future. Go in peace. Amen.

MUSIC LINKS
Hymns
Wellspring of Wisdom
Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above
Trust and Obey

Worship and Praise 
Be Thou My Vision (Shane and Shane)
I Will Follow (DiMarco)
How Great Is Our God (Tomlin)
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost, Cycle B
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
Psalm 111
Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58
