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Acts 10:34-43
Putting the “Fun” in Funeral
Easter shakes us out of our complacency and complicity with death.
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[TOC]
Sometimes it is hard to know whether you’re attending a funeral or a wedding these days. On Easter morning, the disciples were prepared to mourn, but instead got reports that incited the most incredible joy!

AT A GLANCE: 
Funerals today look a lot less somber and a lot more celebratory than in the past. But what are people celebrating? Peter offers a reason: the defeat of death. 

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s epistle text, see “A Grave Solution,” April 16, 2017. 

For additional material pertaining to Matthew 28:1-10, see “The Cross, the Tomb and the Stone.”

Most pastors will tell you that they’d rather do a funeral than a wedding. It seems odd to say, but people at a wedding are more focused on the event, and people at a funeral are more focused on their own mortality — it makes for a much more attentive audience! 
Recently, however, it’s becoming more difficult to tell the difference between a wedding and a funeral. Well, not really. But there is a new trend in the “death industry” that is making the somber, traditional funeral a thing of the past. An increasingly secular, nomadic and casual America is changing the rules on how to commemorate death and mourn or honor the deceased.
A generation ago, funerals followed a familiar pattern: a funeral home, the smell of flowers, a body in a coffin, somber music, a graveside service and burial in a cemetery. With cremation becoming increasingly common, however, people are now more likely to hold memorial services (more often called “celebrations of life”) at any time and in any place. “Destination funerals” are now becoming almost as prominent as destination weddings. Why be buried in a creepy cemetery when you can have your ashes dispersed out at sea, spread on a tropical beach or scattered in your favorite vacation spot? 
In fact, what’s trending now among “death care providers” is less about death and grief and more about celebration in general. Funeral homes now offer options, amenities and technologies to attract grieving relatives to celebrate the death or life of the deceased at their venue. Many now have event planners on staff and they’ve removed the drab and creepy funeral parlors and replaced them with dance floors for upbeat life celebration parties. Some have even applied for a liquor license to enable the party to really get going. 
Think of it as “putting the fun back in funeral.”

We might opine that all of this is the result of the Baby Boom generation entering their third stage of life and wanting to commemorate death in the same groovy way they celebrated life in the 60s and 70s. More people are expected to die in the U.S. in the next couple of decades than will be born, which means that death is on people’s minds. But it doesn’t have to be such a bummer, goes the thinking. After all, it’s just a normal part of life, just another rite of passage to be celebrated, another reason for a party. 
On the one hand, this trend would seem to be positive — and certainly a lot less creepy and uncomfortable than the old funeral parlor and cemetery. And yet, on another level, it’s also disturbing. 
You could argue that these trends reveal how comfortable our culture has become with death; that we’ve become reconciled to it as normal, and even in some ways as an old friend that is to be eventually embraced. 
And yet, you could also suggest that all the celebrating and partying is a thinly disguised attempt to deny death its victory. We’d like to ignore death if we could. More than one pundit has suggested that we live in a death-denying culture. We try not to think about death too much until it happens to someone close to us and, even then, we share a toast, say a few words, put up a few pictures, laugh at old memories and then do our best to go on with our lives. Grief can be managed with therapy, the pain will eventually go away. It’s all about getting back to being happy again as soon as possible. Best not to think too much about death.

Uh, no. That’s not why we’re here this morning. The truth is that Easter isn’t about sentimentality, spirituality or the generic celebration of life. Easter, instead, confronts us with the in-your-face reality of death. We’ve become too normalized to death to see it, but Easter reminds us that death isn’t normal — it’s not a friend to be embraced or an event to be celebrated. Death is not a simple transition to a new life, nor is it a blissful transition to rest in heavenly splendor. No, death is a destructive, insidious force, not to be reconciled to, but to be reckoned with. As Paul says in I Corinthians 15:26, death is not a friend but “the last enemy to be destroyed.” 
Oh sure, Easter is a party, but we need to make sure we’re partying for the right reason. 
It’s not death that we celebrate on Easter, but rather death’s destruction. It’s not spirituality that we behold; it’s the physical reality of a human body that was once dead now being alive. It’s not a sentimental metaphor, but a historical truth claim that we must deal with today — a truth that, if we really believe it, will shake us out of our complacency and complicity with death and cause us to reorient toward the life we were created to live from the beginning. 
It’s not about putting the “fun” in funeral, but putting the “un” in funerals — as in negation, the end, the cancellation, the destruction and final victory over death.

It’s that reorientation of life that we see at work here in Acts 10. The spotlight is on Peter, whose attitude toward death had undergone a transformation, moving from the bold claim that he would gladly die for Jesus (Luke 22:33), to being so afraid of dying that he claimed to not know Jesus at all (Luke 22:54-62). 
It was Peter who ran to the empty tomb in response an unbelievable report that Jesus had been seen alive (Luke 24:12). Then, Peter confirms the report! (Luke 24:34). Peter had seen death up close and personal and it was no picnic. Because of his encounter with the risen Jesus, however, and seeing death beaten, he was more in the mood to party. 
It was God who extended the invitation to that party, and it was a party to which everyone was now invited. As Acts 10 opens, a Gentile Roman centurion named Cornelius had a vision in which God commended him for his prayers and giving to the poor (v. 4). The angelic messenger told Cornelius to send for Peter who was staying in Joppa and to invite him to come to visit. This was an invitation that Peter would normally politely refuse as a pious Jew because going into a Gentile home and eating Gentile food would make him unclean. 
But the next day, Peter had his own vision of a party — a feast lowered down from the heavens to which God invited him. The feast contained unclean animals that Peter rightly refused, but a “voice” corrected him saying, “What God has made clean, you must not profane” (v. 15). 
As if to reinforce the message, Peter got the visionary party invitation three times (v. 16). When Cornelius’ messengers arrived, Peter took the hint and went with them, stepping across the threshold of a Gentile home and inaugurating the kind of party that would have previously been unthinkable. And it was all because of the defeat of death accomplished in Jesus Christ.
That’s what Peter tells Cornelius and his household. “God shows no partiality,” says Peter, “but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him” (v. 35). God had sent out that message through Israel, but it was now open to everyone, Gentiles included; a fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham that “all the nations of the earth” would be blessed through his family (Genesis 12:3). Jesus was the embodiment of that promise, anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power, doing good and battling the work of evil (v. 38). Peter had been a witness to all that Jesus said and did, and although Jesus had been crucified, “God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead” (vv. 40-42). 
Peter, in other words, had partied with the risen Christ. It wasn’t feasting at a funeral but feasting over a new kind of reality. Now that feast was going to be extended to Gentiles like Cornelius. The Holy Spirit fell on the household and all were baptized (vv. 44-48). 
Don’t miss the irony here. Just a few weeks prior to this, Peter was terrified that a Roman centurion like Cornelius would find him hiding and nail him to his own cross, just like Jesus. Peter had feared death. Cornelius had likely dealt in death himself at one point in his career. Now they were dining together, partying like it was the dawn of a new creation. When death is defeated, so are the barriers between people and between people and God. What happened that day wasn’t an end of life celebration, but a beginning of life party! 
This is what we celebrate on Easter, and it’s also the actual reason why we can celebrate at a funeral in the first place. Death is the one thing that is common to us all, as is the sin that causes that death. Christ has defeated both sin and death on the cross and in the empty tomb and he opens up this pathway to eternal life to all people, regardless of their ethnicity or their past. All who believe in him and who respond to the good news with their lives have a secure future in a new creation. Yes, death still stalks us all, but it doesn’t have the last word. 
That’s something to celebrate! 
Doug Amend, Dixie Voss Anders, Marshall Johnson, Bob Kaylor, Melanie Silva, Jeri Farmer Smith and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Takeaway: Many funerals today celebrate life, but the best reason to celebrate is the death of death.
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Animating Illustrations
Three unique funeral stories from a pastor: 
1. When a gentleman in the congregation I am serving passed away four years ago, the family wanted a baseball theme following through the service. As such, they wanted peanuts and Cracker Jacks given away to all who attended the service. Also, at the close of the service, the family requested “Take Me Out to the Ball Game.” I knew Bill was a Cubs fan, so I gave the family the option of a nice calm rendition of “Take Me Out to the Ball Game,” or, if they wanted, I could give them the full Harry Carey rendition. Needless to say, four years later, people still talk about Bill’s funeral.
2. Yvonne was always eccentric, and that fact came shining through when her family said that her final request for her funeral was that as the casket was being escorted out of the sanctuary, “Y.M.C.A.” should be played and people should be encouraged to dance out of the sanctuary, which they did.
3. My nephew, who grew up in Kansas, lived his last years in San Diego and discovered a love of surfing. Following his death, my nephew’s family took his ashes and put them in a sand urn. The San Diego surfing community then gathered and paddled my nephew’s ashes out to the ocean, where they formed a circle on their boards. After some brief words, my sister released the sand urn into the ocean where it sank and dissolved. A photo taken from a drone later showed the surfers were not in the shape of a circle, but the shape of a heart. This was great comfort to my sister.
—Rev. Doug Amend, First Christian Church (D.O.C.), Goodland, Kansas.
##
“Get well soon! Jesus loves you! God is bigger than cancer!”
My tears started to flow as I read these words. They were from a 15-year-old girl with Down syndrome in my congregation. Less than a week earlier, the doctor spoke the diagnosis to me, about which he had no doubt: a cancer of the bone marrow, multiple myeloma — an incurable cancer, a fatal disease. I had been in a fog ever since. How was I to face each day when my future — which had seemed wide open — had suddenly narrowed? My “world” seemed to be caving in on itself with fog in each direction I turned, so that no light could shine in.
While I had received many cards in the previous days, this one was different. “God is bigger than cancer!” Yes. She did not say, “God will cure you of this cancer,” or “God will suffer with you.” God is bigger than cancer. The fog is thick, but God is bigger. My cancer story was already developing its own sense of drama. The sky was closing in, enveloping my whole world so that nothing else could creep in. But God’s story, the drama of God’s action in the world, was bigger. The girl in my church wasn’t denying the fog or the loss but testifying to a God who was greater, the God made known in Jesus Christ, who shows us that “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5). …
I included the following words from Question and Answer 1 of the Heidelberg Catechism: “What is your only comfort in life and in death? That I am not my own, but that I belong — in body and soul, in life and in death — to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.” Like the note from the 15-year-old girl in my church, it breaks through the fog of “terminal” and “incurable” and “cancer” by pointing us to the bedrock of what matters: that I belong, in life and in death, to Jesus Christ. My life is not my own. …
This place of not knowing is one that sometimes feels like a thick fog for me right now. I could have five years, 10 years, or decades. Who knows? Not me. We belong to God — the Alpha and the Omega, who holds time in his hands — but we are not God. We are mortal, and we don’t know when we will die. There is a fog for all of us, whether we realize it or not, that as creatures we do not live in the world as individuals who own it, but as temporary stewards of God’s good gifts.
—J. Todd Billings, on the faculty of Western Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan, reflecting on his multiple myeloma experience, in Rejoicing in Lament: Wrestling with Incurable Cancer and Life in Christ (Baker, 2015), 1-7.
##
Darkness used always to follow day, too, but it doesn’t anymore: now we turn on the lights, and day never ends. Fortune used to be a wheel that turned, and turned again; now it’s a number in a ledger, a score. During the past few centuries, life, along with a lot of other things, stopped being a circle and became a line, as the historian John Demos has argued. Narratives of progress changed that. If life is a line, it can be longer. When that happened, [John] Gray argues, we forgot how to die: “The hope of life after death has been replaced by the faith that death can be defeated.” Once Darwin said we were animals, we stopped being human.
—Jill Lepore, “Twilight: Growing old and even older,” The New Yorker, March 6, 2011. newyorker.com. Retrieved August 29, 2019.
##
At the entrance to Jerusalem’s Church of All Nations, next to the Garden of Gethsemane, there is a sign warning every visitor: NO EXPLANATIONS INSIDE THE CHURCH.
This was intended to discourage talkative tour guides from disturbing the church’s prayerful ambience with shouted lectures, but it has always struck me as very good advice for preachers on Easter Sunday.
Confronted by a room full of people who spend most of their time in secular social ways of thinking, where the dead stay dead and God — if there is one — does not intervene in the natural order, preachers are tempted to mount a defense of the resurrection within what is plausible to the modern mind. In doing so, they tame a dangerous mystery into a manageable — and rather harmless — assumption. ...
There is nothing wrong with addressing people’s doubts, or wondering what facts might lie behind what Rowan Williams calls the “painfully untidy stories” of the Easter narratives. But that is work for another day. Easter Sunday is for proclamation, not explanation. It is a time to meet the One who changes everything.
The central question of Easter is not “What happened to Jesus way back then?” but rather “Where is Jesus now — for us?”.... Easter becomes not a matter of our questioning the resurrection but of allowing the resurrection to question us. ...
Easter isn’t something we remember. It’s something we live and breathe.
Resurrection has consequences. The resurrection is more than an idea we talk about or believe propositionally. It’s something we become, something we “prove” in the living of our stories.
—Jim Friedrich, “Preaching on Easter Sunday isn’t about convincing people,” The Christian Century, April 3, 2019.
christiancentury.org. Retrieved August 29, 2019.
##
Recently, I saw the Cuban film Last Days in Havana where one of the characters, a 15-year-old pregnant teenager, Yusisleydis, played by the Cuban actress Gabriela Ramos, declares in a monologue at the end of the film, “Mi miedo no es que el mundo se vaya a acabar, sino que el mundo continúe como está” (My fear is not that the world may be ended, but that the world will continue like it is). The Resurrection of Christ is the response to Yusisleydis’ fear. The Resurrection changed and continues changing the course of history. God intervenes in human history and breaks time to tell us that “another world is possible.” Thanks to the Resurrection of Christ, we can transform the world to make it better: and that’s Mission! The Resurrection enables us to change the actual reality of this violent and unjust world and re-create a more human, peaceful and solidary world.
—Jose Luis Casal, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Director of World Mission, in a devotional for Easter, April 21, 2019. presbyterianmission.org. Retrieved August 29, 2019.
##
Some bizarre funerals ...
Billy Standley was so “ride or die” about his 1967 Electra Glide cruiser that he spent the last years of his life planning his burial on the motorcycle. The unusual last rites involved buying three cemetery plots and designing a custom-made Plexiglas casket. When the fateful day finally arrived ... a team of five embalmers prepared Standley for his final ride, mounting his body on the bike and dressing him in leather biking gear and a helmet. He led the procession to the cemetery. ...
You only die once, so why not have a good time at your funeral? In Taiwan, some people hire strippers to appease wandering spirits and liven up the occasion. The dancers don’t usually strip down to their birthday suits, but they’re not shy about jumping on caskets or giving mourners lap dances. ...
The family of Pittsburgh Steelers superfan James Henry Smith transformed the funeral home with a small stage and furniture from Smith’s living room. The deceased was placed in his favorite recliner, remote control in hand and beer and cigarettes at his side, so he could comfortably watch a loop of Steelers football on TV. ...
Even if you ban black clothing and encourage a celebratory mood, funerals still tend to be sad. Some families in Europe call for reinforcements in the form of professional funeral clowns. The jokesters offer a menu of tricks —from squirting flowers to balloon animals — to respectfully lighten the mood. ...
When Judy Sunday passed away in 2013, her family and friends preferred to bowl instead of bawl. They held a memorial at her favorite bowling alley, where they spelled “RIP Judy” in pins and then knocked them down with the dolly-mounted casket. And yes, they wore matching league shirts.
—Amanda Green, “12 strange funerals and funeral traditions,” MentalFloss.com, January 11, 2016. mentalfloss.com. Retrieved August 29, 2019.
##
In the Middle Ages, it was an Easter Sunday tradition to tell a joke during the homily. Called the risus paschalis (the Easter laugh), it was supposed to recall how God had tricked the devil and gave us the last laugh over death.
Of course, those medieval jokes soon turned to pranks and eventually got too rowdy. In the 17th century, Pope Clement X outlawed the risus paschalis altogether. ...
St. Gregory Nyssa also wrote an Easter homily called “‘The three-day period of the Resurrection of Christ.” In it, he said Christ purposely concealed his real identity from the devil when he died. So Satan, thinking Jesus was just another dead human being, swallowed the bait and took Jesus into hell. Too late, Gregory said, Satan realized his mistake. By then, he had admitted the light of Christ into the dark, infernal abode. That meant that Satan had destroyed his own kingdom. The power of God prevailed, even in hell, and God had the last laugh.
—Patricia Kasten, “Rejoice and laugh a little on Easter,” The Compass, March 28, 2018. thecompassnews.org. Retrieved August 29, 2019.

Commentary
Acts 10:34-43
Acts 10:1−11:18 is pivotal in the unfolding of the risen Lord Jesus’ keynote words in Acts 1:8: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After Pentecost (Acts 2), the apostles and others began “proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ” (8:12) to fellow Jews and even Samaritans. Acts 10 shows the first example of Jesus’ followers proclaiming the gospel to Gentiles. Because the Roman centurion Cornelius was a “God-fearer” (vv. 2, 22) — a Gentile who worshiped with Jews and who observed some of God’s torah, without being circumcised or becoming a convert to Judaism, some believe that the first “full Gentiles” to receive the gospel were in Syrian Antioch (11:19-30). But, as “Hellenists” (v. 20) could mean Greek-speaking Jews, some think that the first actual Gentile believers lived in Pisidian Antioch (13:14, 44-49). 
The author of Acts also wrote Luke: see 1:1-2 and Luke 1:1-4; also compare their literary Greek, their style and vocabulary, and their emphases of content. It would be highly appropriate for the two-volume work to have been written, as traditionally understood, by Luke. Based on Colossians 4:10-14, Luke, “the beloved physician,” was likely a Gentile. Luke and Acts, comprising more than one-fourth of the NT, might then have been the only NT books written by a Gentile follower of Jesus. 
God was behind the events, including people’s changes of perception in Acts 10-11, not the devout Cornelius or Peter, the foremost of Jesus’ original apostles. Jesus had given Simon the nickname “Peter” (“Rocky”) — see Luke 6:12-16; Matthew 16:17-18. He was quick to speak and rapidly assumed a key role among Jesus’ followers (see the gospels; and see Acts 1-12 where he is mentioned in every chapter, except 6-7). God gave mystical experiences to both Cornelius and Peter, which led Peter to go from the Mediterranean seaport of Joppa (Jaffa, now part of Tel-Aviv) to Caesarea, a seaport built by Herod the Great. In Caesarea, Peter addressed Cornelius and his friends and relatives (10:24). 
Peter’s words would have shocked most Jews and Gentiles, in part because his words upset their distinctions. Many Gentiles in the Mediterranean world believed that Jews were unusually abstemious in their moral behavior and odd in insisting on Sabbath rest and in believing in but one god. And many Jews believed that God had chosen Jews alone as his special people; they also assumed that most Gentiles had filthy morals, corresponding to their “adulterous” belief in multiple gods. Just as in our time, tribalism often prevailed, with many in-group and out-group perceptions and consequent antipathy between various groups of people. 
Accordingly, many of Peter’s hearers would have been either rankled or amazed when the very Jewish follower of Jesus, Peter, uttered his first words (vv. 34-35), “I truly understand that God shows no partiality [emphasis added], but in every nation anyone who fears [profoundly reveres/respects] him and does what is right is acceptable to him.” God is not an accepter/respecter of one person or group of people over another and thereby does not show favoritism; God looks beyond outward appearances. In the context of Luke-Acts, this is a strong message to followers of Jesus (then and now) that they/we are to see people with God’s eyes, and not rank them by our human biases or perceptions, whether religious, ethnic or otherwise. We are not to exclude them from being worthy of hearing and responding to God’s message and way through Jesus Christ. See Deuteronomy 10:14-19; parts of Isaiah 66; Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 2:11 ff.; 10:12-13; Galatians 3:26-29; Colossians 3:11; 1 Peter 1:17. 
Thus, in verse 35 Peter transforms the use of “every nation” from a once-loaded word to a positive concept.  (plural ), akin to the word from which we get our word ethnic, corresponds to the biblical Hebrew word goy (plural goyim). The words were used not only to mean “nations” or “peoples,” but also polemically, with such connotations as “foreigners,” “Gentiles” or even “pagans/the heathen.” God’s showing no partiality, along with his telling Peter to let go of his prior conceptions of clean and profane (10:14-16, 27-28), are closely associated with Peter’s declaration that Jesus Christ is “Lord of all” (v. 36). The everyone who believes in him (v. 43) would then include peoples from all over God’s world. Similar passages include those in Revelation 5:9-10 and 14:6 (“Then I saw another angel flying in midheaven, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth — to every nation and tribe and language and people”). 
Acts 10:34-43 can be understood as the gospel in a nutshell. God sent out () the “message” ( in verse 36 and  in verse 37), preaching ( — bringing the good news of) peace by Jesus Christ. What powerful words! For verse 37’s mention of “the baptism that John [the Baptizer] announced” ( — to proclaim, a word often used for the heralding of the good news by or about Jesus), see Luke 3:3-6: “[John was] proclaiming [] a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (v. 3). John’s words, which allude to Isaiah 40:3-5, conclude in Luke 3:6 with “and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” Acts 10:43 states: “Everyone who believes [or possibly “is trusting,” as this comes from a present participle of [] in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
“God anointed [the Greek verb is related to the title “Christ,” which means the same as the Hebrew title mashiach/Messiah] Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power” (v. 38a). Luke and Acts emphasize the Holy Spirit more than any other biblical books. God was with him to do good and to heal those who were oppressed by the devil (v. 38b). But “they” (unspecified persons) put him to death “by hanging him on a tree” (v. 39b). This refers to Jesus’ crucifixion and alludes to Deuteronomy 21:23 (see Galatians 3:13-14 for Paul’s use of this verse). But God vindicated Jesus by raising him from the dead (v. 40). 
Peter was among those whom God called as witnesses (people who speak about what they have seen or heard). The plural of  appears in verses 39 and 41; “testify” (from the same Greek root) is in verse 42. Peter is among those who saw the risen Jesus and ate and drank with him (vv. 40-41). God commanded his chosen witnesses to preach () to the people and to testify that Jesus is the one whom God ordained to be judge of the living and the dead (v. 42), a merism meaning all humanity; see Acts 17:30-31. But negative judgment can be averted — all who are trusting in Jesus receive forgiveness of sins through his name (v. 43 — see above; also Luke 24:44-48 and Acts 4:8-12; Isaiah 53). The saving and transforming power of God through Jesus Christ is the central message of the NT. For the contextual follow-up to verses 34-43, see verses 44-48; also, 11:1-18; 15:7-9.
*Go to Scripture Index for additional commentaries on this text.

Conversation with the Children: Acts 10:34-43
Show the children a small bowl with three eggs: a raw egg, a hard-boiled egg and an empty egg shell. (To remove the egg inside, make a hole on both ends of the egg shell and blow to remove the egg.) Place the bowl on the floor in front of you, hold up the raw egg and ask: “What is inside this egg?” Obviously the children will tell you it is an egg; crack it open and ask, “Is this what you expected to be inside? What did you expect to see?” Agree that the children expected to see a raw egg drip down when the egg was cracked. Ask them what they think the second egg contains. Crack the hard-boiled on the side of the bowl. Note that sometimes it is what we expect and sometimes not. Ask them what they think is in the third egg. Crack it open: Empty! When the followers of Jesus went to his tomb on Easter Sunday, what did they expect to see? Agree that they expected to see the body of Jesus. What did they find instead? An empty tomb! Easter is the celebration of new life; the celebration of an empty tomb. End your conversation by saying to the children: “Christ is risen!” And they are to respond: “He is risen indeed!”

Worship Resources
Calls to Worship — Easter
Leader: On this glorious Easter Day, we have come to celebrate the greatness of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.
On this great day, we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord. My sisters and brothers, let us rejoice: Alleluia!
People: Alleluia, alleluia, Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of creation.
Leader: On this most holy of days, the One whom men had thought to destroy has risen triumphant from the tomb!
My sisters and brothers, let us rejoice: Alleluia!
People: Alleluia, alleluia, Jesus has died and is risen.
Leader: On this holy day, we celebrate our New Life in the Risen Christ. Through the death of Jesus, the weight of our sin has been lifted from us. Through his glorious resurrection, we have become sons and daughters of God.
My sisters and brothers, let us rejoice: Alleluia!
People: Alleluia, alleluia, come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior.
—Wellspring Liturgies, wellsprings.org.uk

Invocations — Easter
Creator of Life, in raising Christ Jesus up, through, out of and beyond the chains of death, you opened for us the way to eternal and abundant life. May our alleluias on this day float high above the ceiling of what we think we know and transcend to the heaven of what we believe — and thus live.
Raise us up!
Renew our lives!
Resurrect our dreams!
Through Jesus Christ our Living Savior,
Amen.
—Karen Turner, Lifeway website. lifeway.com.

Prayers — Offertory
Bountiful God, we come with our offerings in response to your love. With the new life in Christ, we give ourselves in service to others. With the energy bestowed by the Spirit, we seek to inflame all your people with a zeal for your way. Receive the work we do, and the gifts we bring, that they may become a blessing in your sight.
—The Worshiping Well blog. stephenmfearing.wordpress.com.

Hymns
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today! Alleluia!
Lo, in the Grave He Lay
Christ Is Alive

Worship and Praise 
Because He Lives
In Christ Alone
Forever (We Sing Hallelujah)
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Easter Sunday, Cycle A
Acts 10:34-43*
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24*
Colossians 3:1-4*
Matthew 28:1-10*
*Go to Scripture Index for additional treatments of these texts.

