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John 20:19-31
Thomas the “Truther”
Thomas heard a report that Jesus was alive. It was the report, not Jesus, that he doubted.
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TRUTH
DOUBT
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[TOC]
Conspiracy theorists continue to thrive, in part because a new controversy always seems to bubble to the surface — like the death last year of Jeffrey Epstein. The disciple Thomas has often been maligned because he’s been cast as a doubter. All he wanted was the truth.

AT A GLANCE: 
Americans love a good conspiracy theory, and, in the internet age, it’s increasingly easier for those theories to get traction. Many theories surround the deaths of famous people, from the JFK assassination to the recent prison death of wealthy criminal and potential informant Jeffrey Epstein. The death of Jesus Christ and reports of his resurrection from the dead have long been subjects of skeptics and conspiracy theorists, but as the story of the disciple Thomas reveals, even skeptics are sometimes proven right! 

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s epistle text, see “This Might Hurt,” March 30, 2008. 

Who really shot JFK? Were the moon landings real or staged? Did Elvis really die in 1977, or did he fake his death in order to get some privacy? Was Paul McCartney actually replaced by a look-alike when he allegedly died in 1966? Was 9/11 staged by the U.S. government? 
Are all these questions crazy?
Maybe it depends on the thickness of your tinfoil hat.
Americans love a good conspiracy theory, and our weakness for paranoid fantasies is actually embedded in our history from the very beginning. 
For example, some historians speculate that the Founding Fathers were moved to write the Declaration of Independence because they believed that Britain was about to enslave American colonists. The idea that there is some shadowy cabal pulling strings behind the scenes in our history has been a constant theme for theorists who believe things are not as they appear. Whether it’s “black helicopters,” “Illuminati,” “Pan Am Flight 103” or “Roswell,” many people are willing to believe that there’s something rotten in Denmark … or Des Moines, or Dallas or wherever.
The 21st century has seen a rise in conspiratorial thinking with the internet being an unfiltered clearinghouse for theorists. “Truthers” continually look for new information to explain what really happened. 
Their conspiracy theories usually gel around events of historical significance or the deaths of famous people. When someone famous (or infamous) dies, the thinking goes, there has to be a reason behind the reason. We’ve already mentioned a couple of examples, but sometimes there’s a bit more to the story that takes it out of the realm of wild speculation and into the potential of eyebrow-raising intrigue. 
The recent death of wealthy financier Jeffrey Epstein is a classic example. Epstein was arrested on charges of sex trafficking and committed suicide in prison. But he was also politically connected and may have had significant “dirt” on public officials that could have had a wide-ranging impact on the U.S. government. Conspiracy theorists believe that Epstein didn’t actually commit suicide but was murdered, or at least had help killing himself. It was all done to keep him quiet. A suspicious, public death raises such questions. 

Conspiracy theorists have a reputation for being a little nuts, but the truth is that we always need people who are looking for the truth. 
When it comes to the most famous death in history, the death of Jesus Christ, conspiracy theories abound, but in the center of the story we see someone who is really trying to get at the truth. And this figure is no outsider but one of Jesus’ own disciples: Thomas, the original “truther.” 
The death and resurrection of Jesus have long been the target of conspiracy theorists trying to explain it away. The general tenor of these theories is that the disciples acted in concert to claim that Jesus was alive when he really wasn’t; that he died and the disciples “helped” him become “alive” again. 
Why they would do this, however, seems to be a more elusive question. 
Some theorists, for example, speculate that Jesus didn’t actually die but just “swooned” on the cross and eventually staggered out of the tomb. There are just a few problems with that theory — namely that the Romans were pretty good at the industrial application of death, and John tells us that Jesus was speared in the side (19:31-37). That would have been a heck of a swoon, and Jesus must have been in really great shape to survive all that — more Superman than Savior!
Others suggest that the disciples took the body of Jesus and hid it (a genuine concern of the chief priests, according to Matthew 28:62-66), and then claimed that he was alive. 
Some speculate that the disciples had a mass hallucination of Jesus after his death caused by grief, or that they actually saw a ghost. 
Despite 2,000 years of conspiracy theories, however, disproving the rumor of the resurrection has proven elusive. Indeed, it seems as though the gospels themselves embed an answer to the conspiracy theorists in the text, and one of the places we see this most clearly is in the apostle John’s account. 

After the death of Jesus, the disciples are hiding behind locked doors in fear of the Jewish leaders. They have just heard from Mary Magdalene that morning that she had “seen the Lord,” but they could have easily dismissed her words as fake news (v. 18). Women were not considered reliable witnesses in a court of law in the first century, thus they may have chalked up her claim to hysteria. 
But then, suddenly, Jesus appeared among them with the greeting, “Peace be with you” (v. 19). And then he shows them the evidence of the wounds in his hands and side. It’s a strange combination: Jesus is risen in a physical body and yet can also appear through locked doors. It’s clear that this is a different kind of body, but a body nonetheless. The disciples “rejoiced” after seeing the evidence (v. 20). Mary’s testimony had been vindicated. 
All of this happens without the disciple Thomas present, however. 
When the others tell him, “We have seen the Lord” (the same words used by Mary Magdalene), Thomas is rightly skeptical (v. 25). He’s not taking their wild speculation for gospel truth just yet. “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe” (v. 25). After all, they had the benefit of seeing the nail marks. Why shouldn’t he?
Thomas may have thought his friends were engaging in their own collective conspiracy theory, and he was out to bust it. We know Thomas was a thinker, a questioner. In 14:5, he pressed Jesus on his statement about where he was going. It wasn’t that Thomas was afraid — after all, in chapter 11, he was prepared to go with Jesus to a dangerous place, even if it meant his own death (11:16). It’s just that he wasn’t going to buy into any kind of fake news. He wouldn’t sell his own life cheaply based on false information or wild speculation.
We often call Thomas a “doubter,” but the truth is that we all need a Thomas in our community, someone who is willing to push back on what, at times, seems to be craziness. Thomas isn’t a doubter so much as a legitimate “truther.” He simply wants the truth, which is something all of us should be seeking. Thomas doesn’t reject the idea of resurrection outright; he simply wants more evidence — the same evidence the other disciples had apparently received. He wants to experience the risen Christ for himself. 
And then, suddenly, he has the opportunity. The pattern repeats: a locked door, an appearance by Jesus. Jesus seems to know that Thomas had expressed some skepticism and offers the evidence that Thomas was looking for. “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe” (v. 27).
Parenthetically, note that Jesus never refers to Thomas as a doubter. First, keep in mind that the other disciples had the benefit of evidence which they saw with their own eyes — evidence that was not available to Thomas. Second, Thomas’ doubts are not about the resurrection of Jesus, but about the reports of the resurrection of Jesus. When he saw Jesus, he had no doubt that Jesus was alive. He was quite skeptical, however, about the veracity of what he was hearing. Third, although Jesus says to Thomas, “Do not doubt but believe,” he is not saying that Thomas has a problem with belief. He’s really saying, “Thomas, it’s me, in the flesh. Don’t doubt. Believe. It’s okay.” And finally, what Jesus says to Thomas in verse 29 applied equally to all of the disciples, not just Thomas. He said, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” All of the disciples believed that Jesus was alive only because they saw Jesus in the flesh. Like Thomas, they did not believe the reports of Jesus’ resurrection either. So, you have to ask: How are the disciples any different than Thomas? Thomas didn’t believe the report of the disciples, and the disciples did not believe the report of the women. They were all doubters, and their doubt was only suspended when they saw Jesus alive with their own eyes.
Thomas responds to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” (v. 28). It’s a confession of faith. Note that John doesn’t tell us that Thomas takes Jesus up on his offer and actually touches his wounds. It seems that the presence of Jesus is finally enough for Thomas. 
And what John implies, powerfully, is that the presence of Jesus should be enough for us, too. “Have you believed because you have seen me?” says Jesus. “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe” (v. 29). John is speaking to his audience and to future generations like us about the truth of the gospel. He is giving us the evidence and asking us to believe it, but not just on the basis of the evidence itself. He wants us to believe also because the Holy Spirit given to us continues to act as a witness to the resurrection and ongoing presence of Jesus with us. 

It’s not that the evidence is unimportant and that this is just a leap of faith. Quite the contrary. The evidence for the resurrection of Jesus is quite compelling from a historical perspective. 
If you were going to make up a story to impress others in the first century, for example, you wouldn’t have a woman as your primary witness. 
You wouldn’t proclaim that a body had risen from the dead in a Greco-Roman world that devalued the body. The pagans already believed in the immortality of the soul; that theory they would’ve easily bought. But to claim that a dead body was alive again? Tinfoil hat time! 
And Jews would say that anyone who was crucified was cursed and that resurrection was a distant hope. This message would have been virtually unintelligible, ludicrous and historically untenable in the first-century world, the equivalent of claiming you’d seen a UFO. 
And yet there was a large body of people who claimed that the impossible had become possible and despite all kinds of efforts to quiet them, they wouldn’t shut up about it. 
Charles Colson, who was special counsel and “hatchet man” for President Richard Nixon, was indicted in the Watergate scandal (an actual conspiracy) and went to prison for seven months. While in prison, Colson became a Christian and remarked that it was his own criminal conviction that proved the resurrection to him. He put it like this: 
“I know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate proved it to me. How? Because 12 men testified they had seen Jesus raised from the dead, then they proclaimed that truth for 40 years, never once denying it. Everyone was beaten, tortured, stoned and put in prison. They would not have endured that if it weren’t true. Watergate embroiled 12 of the most powerful men in the world — and they couldn’t keep a lie for three weeks. You’re telling me 12 apostles could keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely impossible.” 
We have the eyewitness testimony of the gospels, the evidence of the early church’s growth despite all the factors arrayed against it, and the witness of subsequent generations of Christians and martyrs. All attest to the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 
If it’s a conspiracy theory, it’s one that has actually stood the test of time and the scrutiny of generations of debunkers. 
John wrote his gospel not only to give us evidence for Christ, but also to bring us to faith in Christ. As he puts it later in the text: “But these things are written so that you might come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name” (v. 31). 
Ultimately, our belief in the resurrection of Jesus is a matter of faith, backed by evidence. When we believe, we begin to see all that God has done, all that God has made possible through the resurrection of Christ from the dead. 
And when we live out that belief, it’s then that we become living examples, proving that the gospel is more than a theory. It’s a way of life and the way to life! 

Takeaway: Ultimately, our belief in the resurrection of Jesus is a matter of faith, supported by evidence.

Source:
Kolbert, Elizabeth. “What’s New About Conspiracy Theories?” The New Yorker. April 15, 2019. newyorker.com. Retrieved October 11, 2019. 

Animating Illustrations
Jesse Walker, a student of conspiracy theories, has come up with five different types:
· The “Enemy Outside” refers to theories based on figures alleged to be scheming against a community from without.
· The “Enemy Within” finds the conspirators lurking inside the nation, indistinguishable from ordinary citizens.
· The “Enemy Above” involves powerful people manipulating events for their own gain.
· The “Enemy Below” features the lower classes working to overturn the social order.
· “Benevolent Conspiracies” are angelic forces that work behind the scenes to improve the world and help people.
—Jesse Walker, The United States of Paranoia: A Conspiracy Theory (Harper Perennial, 2013).
##
Political scientist Michael Barkun identifies three reasons why conspiracy theories have such popular appeal:
“First, conspiracy theories claim to explain what institutional analysis cannot. They appear to make sense out of a world that is otherwise confusing.
Second, they do so in an appealingly simple way, by dividing the world sharply between the forces of light and the forces of darkness. They trace all evil back to a single source, the conspirators and their agents.
Third, conspiracy theories are often presented as special, secret knowledge unknown or unappreciated by others. For conspiracy theorists, the masses are a brainwashed herd, while the conspiracy theorists in the know can congratulate themselves on penetrating the plotters’ deceptions.”
—Chip Berlet, “Interview: Michael Barkun,” New Internationalist, September 2004. publiceye.org. Retrieved September 20, 2019.
##
Fears that thousands of alien hunters could attempt to “storm” Area 51 after responding to a viral Facebook event have proved unfounded, with fewer than 200 people turning up at the gates of the secretive US military base.
Most of those left peacefully after “heated warnings” from police, although authorities said two people were arrested at perimeter of the remote facility in Nevada.  
It was a far cry from the millions who signed up to Storm Area 51, a joke Facebook event that suggested attendees “all meet up” to “see them aliens” at the base, which conspiracy theorists claim holds evidence of extraterrestrials.
The event page was later shut down following condemnation from American authorities and locals, who feared a “disaster” if huge crowds descended on the harsh desert area where internet, phone signal and credit card facilities are scarce. ...
—Chris Baynes, “Storm Area 51: Hundreds of people gather at US military base to ‘see them aliens’,” The Independent, September 20, 2019. independent.co.uk. Retrieved September 20, 2019.
##
Jesus’ resurrected body retained its scars. Not old scars. Not neat, faded scars signaling a long-ago victory on a half-forgotten battlefield. But fresh wounds still raw enough to allow a doubting disciple to place his fingers inside. I imagine Jesus winced when Thomas touched him, but that wincing, that pain, that openness, signaled real life. Real engagement. Real presence. It spoke the very words Thomas hungered for the most: “I am here. I am here with you. I don’t float a few sanitized feet above reality; even after death, I dwell in the hot, searing heart of things. Exactly where you dwell.”
We live in a culture that worships artifice. All around us, people package themselves, market themselves, pummel themselves into versions of perfection that choke their souls. But if Jesus, even at the apex of his resurrection victory, sported his open wounds without shame or apology, then maybe we don’t need to worry so much about glossy presentation. Maybe Christianity’s best appeal is in its willingness to embrace real bodies, real scars, real pain.
—Debie Thomas, “This is my body,” JourneyWithJesus.net, April 21, 2019. Retrieved September 20, 2019.
##
Here is the real problem with Thomas. In rejecting the disciples’ good news about what they have seen, he rebuffs the very friends with whom he has shared life for so long. In fact, throughout John’s gospel, and in the Johannine epistles that grow out of it, love and trust within the faithful community are the significant expression of the work of Christ in their midst. Yet Thomas’ words, especially in the Greek, carry a powerful sting: “There’s no way I will believe unless I see it for myself” is the original force. Thomas abrogates the work of Christ in their midst through his proud words of doubt. Their eyes and their fingers are not enough for him; he must see and touch for himself. Thus, the community that Jesus has tried so hard to build throughout the gospel is threatened from the beginning by Thomas’ skepticism.
This kind of radical suspicion of our companions in faith tears at the fabric of our churches today. ...
It is Thomas’ community-shattering doubt that the gospel of John rejects. For at some point, if our churches are to be faithful to the risen Christ, we must stop distrusting our friends in Christ. At the very least, we must stop questioning motives, doubting dedication and thinking the worst of our companions when they state a different opinion or offer a contradictory version. We must learn to believe not simply in the goodness of the Lord, but in the goodness of one another — even when they deliver the strangest news, “We have seen the Lord.”
—Nancy Claire Pittman, Feasting on the Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary; Year C, Volume 2: Lent Through Eastertide (Westminster John Knox, 2009, 396-401.
##
I think of the Shroud of Turin when I hear this little exchange between Jesus and Thomas. This 14-foot piece of linen cloth that millions of people want to believe wrapped the body of the crucified Jesus may be the most studied artifact in human history. Today it sits in a covered glass box in a chapel in Turin, Italy, a box filled with argon gas to prevent oxidation and light damage.
What is so enthralling about this piece of fabric? Well, it’s the image of a crucified man embedded in its fibers that has countless Christians wanting to believe that it is, in fact, the actual burial shroud of Jesus of Nazareth. Never mind that carbon dating puts the fabric’s image somewhere around the 13th century. People still want to believe that this image might be proof of the real Jesus.
Now think about this. Rationally speaking, we don’t have any Jesus DNA lying around in a cupboard somewhere. So there is no way one could ever scientifically prove this shroud is connected with Jesus. But more to the point, spiritually speaking, what difference would it make if one could prove a connection? Would we suddenly say to ourselves, “Now I must live differently. Now that there is piece of fabric linked to Jesus, I can really open up with my life and love my neighbor as I am supposed to ... and practice forgiveness like I’ve heard about ... and withhold all that judgment that I formerly let loose on the world.”
That would be bizarre. I don’t know what you’d call it, but it wouldn’t be faith, for faith is trusting in someone worth trusting. And as Jesus reminds us today, it is a more blessed condition to trust him than to actually have the opportunity to see him.
—Peter Marty, “Believing is Seeing,” Day1.org, April 3, 2016. Retrieved September 20, 2019.
##
I love the recklessness of faith. First you leap, and then you grow wings. What is faith? Faith is being grasped by the power of love. Faith is recognizing that what makes God is infinite mercy, not infinite control; not power, but love unending.
—William Sloane Coffin, Credo (Westminster John Knox, 2004), 7.

Commentary
John 20:19-31
This week’s gospel text contains two complete pericopes, plus a conclusion. Most scholars contend that the conclusion read in verses 30-31 marked the earliest ending of John’s gospel, with chapter 21 a later addition to the text. If this were the case, the resurrected Jesus’ first appearance to his disciples (vv. 19-25), coupled with his return appearance “a week later” (v. 26) before the doubt-ridden Thomas, would constitute the whole of John’s original resurrection tradition.
Instead of focusing on the popular story of what doubting Thomas did, this week we want to look more closely at what Jesus said. Jesus’ first resurrection appearance to all his disciples (except the absent Thomas) involved his suddenly bolting through the locked doors of the hiding place where the disciples were huddled for safety. Some scholars have noted that in John’s text, this resurrection appearance can be counted as the seventh, and of course the greatest, of the divine signs or miracles in Jesus’ ministry. (The first six are identified at 2:1-11; 4:46-54; 5:1-9; 6:1-14; 9:1-38; and 11:1-45.)
This seventh sign consists of two parts. First, the miraculous deliverance of Jesus from death through the resurrection — which Jesus himself documented for the disciples when he “showed them his hands and his side” (v. 20). Second, this seventh sign is accompanied by a miracle that is bestowed upon all the disciples — the gift of the Holy Spirit — which the resurrected Jesus breathes out upon them. For this reason, this first pericope from today’s gospel reading is often referred to as the Johannine Pentecost. Jesus appears to his disciples not just to testify to the miracle of the resurrection, but in order that the final action of his earthly mission — the giving of the promised Spirit — might be accomplished. 
But in John’s text, Jesus’ resurrection appearance actually makes possible two gifts — imparting the Holy Spirit and bestowing Jesus’ peace upon the disciples. Although Jesus had spoken about this peace and had long promised it to his disciples (see the Farewell Discourse, 14:27-28), the Johannine Jesus never greets his disciples with this salutation of “Peace” until after the resurrection has been accomplished. For John, this peace is intimately connected to Jesus’ passion.
According to John’s theology, the Holy Spirit is a shalom-Spirit. Close communion with God, which only the Holy Spirit makes possible, can bring true peace, the peace of Christ, to the believer. Thus, Jesus could bestow neither his peace nor his Spirit upon the disciples until after his death and resurrection (as implied in John 1:33 and 7:39). Jesus relinquishes his own spirit on the cross (19:30) so that it may become available to all after his resurrection.
Jesus formally proclaims, “Peace be with you,” to his disciples as introductory words to a great commissioning sentence — “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” The Greek uses two different verbs for these “sendings” in this declaration, but exegetes generally agree that they are used synonymously. Although the theme of Jesus’ sending his disciples has been noted and discussed before (4:38; 13:16, 20; 17:18), this commissioning sentence stands apart. For the first time, Jesus has offered his disciples the gift of his peace. This peace serves as a portal to a new shalom-age — the Age of the Spirit. The commissioning sentence thus is a creative word. Just as in Genesis God spoke before creating the world, so Jesus declares the existence of this new shalom-saturated reality before he breathes the Holy Spirit out onto the disciples, creating them anew.
The focus of this new creation, the Age of the Spirit, is immediately apparent. Jesus defines the primary characteristic of this age to be the giving and receiving of forgiveness. Because of the salvation made possible through Jesus’ sacrifice, forgiveness is now made possible. The disciples themselves are not the cause of the forgiveness now offered to others, even though they have now received the Holy Spirit. The verb here, “they are forgiven,” is proclaimed in the Greek perfect tense — a grammatical structure that expresses a past action which results in a present state (Barclay M. Newman and Eugene A. Nida, A Translator’s Handbook on the Gospel of John [New York: United Bible Societies, 1980], 615). Thus, Jesus’ declaration is of God’s already-accomplished forgiveness, a gift the Spirit-endowed disciples may offer now to others.
That some will accept the good news of Christ’s sacrifice and God’s forgiveness, and some will reject it (and thus their sins will be “retained”) is evident through Jesus’ first pronouncement: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (v. 21). Jesus’ sacrifice was given freely, and humans retain their own freedom to respond to that sacrifice positively or negatively, with belief or with disbelief. The disciples’ mission is empowered by the same Spirit and limited by the same freedom that marked Jesus’ own mission.  
In Luke’s Pentecost scene (Acts 2:1-21), the Holy Spirit comes upon the disciples and immediately transforms them into preaching powerhouses. In John’s Pentecost, the disciples’ first Spirit-assisted missionizing attempts are considerably less productive. The story of “doubting Thomas,” which follows this gift of the Holy Spirit, is not only about Thomas’ doubt and distrust. It also demonstrates just how faltering were the disciples’ first attempts at witnessing the miracle of the resurrection. Despite the new shalom-relationship they now share with the risen Christ, despite the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives, when the disciples first excitedly proclaim the news of the risen Christ’s appearance, Thomas utterly rejects their message. Thomas becomes the first post-resurrection example of how human freedom can stonewall the message of God’s forgiveness. It is an inauspicious start for the church.
Yet in the second pericope of today’s text, Jesus reappears to the gathered disciples, this time with Thomas in their midst. This resurrected Jesus cannot be stopped by locked doors or even Thomas’ locked heart. He once again proclaims “Peace” to his disciples — a greeting that testifies to the upgraded nature of their Spirit-enhanced relationship. Despite their failure to pass along the good news to Thomas, the power of the Holy Spirit has not left them. The peace of Christ is still with them.
Thomas’ demands to see the wounds on Jesus’ flesh simply mirror the evidence Jesus himself gave to the other disciples at his first resurrection appearance. Yet Thomas’ refusal to believe without seeing for himself puts him into a new category. He is not merely a frightened, hiding disciple. He is faithless: “Do not doubt but believe” (v. 27). Thomas was the first person approached by the Spirit-endowed disciples. He was also the first person to refuse to take the Spirit-empowered authority of their witness to heart.
*Go to Scripture Index for additional commentaries on this text.

Conversation with the Children:	John 20:19-31
Show the children the picture on a package of seeds. Open the package and ask the children: “How is it possible that these tiny seeds are going to turn into these big carrots? That is hard to believe! What has to happen to make these seeds into carrots?” The seeds need to be planted as instructed on the package. The depth must be correct, and the location must be good (like lots of sun, or perhaps, shade). Is this all we need to do? Can we just plant the seeds and walk away? No, the seeds and the soil must be watered for the miracle of carrots to happen! Now show the children a popcorn kernel. What about this popcorn? Do we eat this? No, agree that we do not eat this hard kernel of corn. What do we need to do to eat it? We need to heat some oil, put kernels of corn in the hot oil, put the lid on the pan and shake the pan when we hear the kernels pop. It is hard to believe that this hard kernel is going to become a treat we eat while watching a movie! Some things are very hard to believe. At first, it was hard for the disciples to believe that Jesus really did rise from the dead. But they remembered that he said he was going to die, and after three days he would rise from the dead. Conclude by telling them that some things are hard to believe –– like Jesus rising from the dead, but we always have to remember what Jesus said and believe it. Give each child a sandwich bag holding a few seeds with planting instructions, but not the name of the seeds. They will have to plant them and care for them to find out what they are. They will have to believe the seeds will change.

Worship Resources
Calls to Worship — Easter
This is the good news which we proclaim to you.
Jesus Christ is raised from the dead!
Walk in the light of his love.
Live in the light of his teachings and healing mercies.
Come, let us worship the One who overcame death.
Let us celebrate the triumph of our Lord. Amen.
—Nancy C. Townley, based on 1 John 1:5-7, and posted on the Worship Connection page of the Ministry Matters website, ministrymatters.com.

Invocations — Easter
Lord of resurrection surprises, open our hearts this day to the presence of Jesus Christ. Erase our excuses for unbelief, and exchange them for strong witness to the power of your mercy and love. Give us courage and challenge us to walk the path of discipleship, knowing that Jesus goes before us, leading and guiding our steps. In his name, we pray. Amen.
—Nancy C. Townley, based on John 20:24-29, and posted on the Worship Connection page of the Ministry Matters website, ministrymatters.com.

Prayers — General
Prayer of the Day (Collect) (Traditional)
O God,
since you have raised the fallen world
by the humiliation of your Son:
Grant continual gladness to your faithful people,
that those whom you have delivered
from the dangers of everlasting death
may receive from you eternal joy;
through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
—Posted on the “Worship Planning Page” of the Lutheran Church of Australia website, lca.org.au.

Prayer After Communion
Heavenly Father,
you gave your Son to die and raised him to give us eternal life.
Grant that we who have received his body and blood
may live in him and serve you as your children.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
—Posted on the “Worship Planning Page” of the Lutheran Church of Australia website, lca.org.au.

Hymns
O Doubting, Struggling Christian
We Walk by Faith, and Not by Sight
Give Me the Faith

Worship and Praise 
Build My Life
In Christ Alone
This I Believe (Creed)
The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Second Sunday of Easter, Cycle A
Acts 2:14a, 22-32*
Psalm 16*
1 Peter 1:3-9*
John 20:19-31*
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Go to Scripture Index for additional treatments of these texts.
