April 5, 2020
Philippians 2:5-11
The Greatest Name
The greatest name ever is not one which evokes power, but one which suggests humility.

##
NAMES [New Topic]
Here are some other installments to link to this new topic:

The Name Game Matthew 1:18-25 Sunday, December 18, 2016 
Name Your Hurricane Mark 4:35-41 Sunday, June 24, 2018 
The J Factor John 1:1-9, 10-18 Sunday, January 4, 2009 
 @ the Name of Jesus Philippians 2:5-11 Sunday, March 16, 2008 
A Boy Named Jesus Matthew 1:18-25 Sunday, December 23, 2007 
Nevaeh Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 Sunday, January 7, 2007 

PALM SUNDAY

##

[TOC]
A baby girl was given a name with more than 1,000 letters! It got the child into Guinness World Records. Does a greater name than this one exist?

AT A GLANCE: 
Following the birth of a little girl, the mother bestowed on her a name above all names — one that has 1,023 letters. The name got the child into Guinness World Records. The name of God who came to earth as a mortal of flesh and blood was quite common, and 1,018 letters shorter than the record for the longest name. But the five-letter name is the greatest name ever.

EDITOR’S PICK:
For material based on today’s gospel text, see “The Unforgiven,” April 4, 1993.

What’s in a name?
Quite a bit actually, if you have a name like a 6-year-old girl who is known as Jameshawnnel or Jamie for short. 
Her name has more than 1,000 letters in it, including the titles of movies, cars, countries and cities. It is an amalgamation of 100 shorter first names. It has 1,023 letters and two apostrophes. Her middle name has only 36 letters. Jamie’s name also includes the names of many of her relatives and words such as “friend” and “love.”
Registering her name was not easy for the clerks in the registrar’s office in Houston, Texas. They had to use seven other birth certificates and glue and staples just to register her name. It was such a laborious process that the rules were changed prohibiting names that wouldn’t fit in “two typewritten lines in the 5 1/8 inch space on the official birth certificate.” (See Animating Illustrations for Jamie’s full name.)
Jamie’s mother explained that she chose this name, which holds the Guinness record as the world’s longest, because she “wanted it to be unique.” 
Clearly, she succeeded.
But did Jamie’s mother do this for Jamie’s sake or for her own? In her book, The Baby Name Wizard, Laura Wattenberg notes that the name given to a child reflects more on the parent than the child. “The name doesn’t belong to you,” says Wattenberg. “You’re making the decision because your child can’t do it for himself — but what you choose does say a lot about your personality.”
What does this 1,000-letter name reveal about the mother in this case? Opinions vary. Names have power. They become an essential part of who a person is, and a person who knows your name has a measure of power over you. Have you ever heard your name called in a crowded room? You immediately take notice. Someone has called your name!

And if you want to talk about powerful names, we need only to turn to today’s text: “Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (vv. 9-11). 
Jesus. Only five letters. Not 1,023 like Jamie’s. But what a name! It’s a name about which sermons have been preached, by which lives have been transformed, on behalf of which people have fanned out to the corners of the earth. It’s a name so powerful that bodies have been healed, hospitals have been built, schools have been established, people have been rescued and sins have been forgiven. All of it — in this name, Jesus!
And yet, the name itself is not extraordinary. In fact, in its time, it was quite a common name, like Bob, Dick and Harry are for ours. The Jewish historian Josephus cynically observed that he knew at least 20 people named Jesus. 
So what is so special about this Jesus?
The name, Jesus, like most popular Hebrew names, has theological significance. Its traditional etymology would be something like “God (Yahweh) saves.” Matthew draws upon this tradition in his birth narrative when the Lord’s messenger indicates to Joseph that “you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” (1:21). 
This is an extraordinary claim, but it is implicit in all those who bear that common Hebrew name. What is so special about this Jesus? Why should every knee bend “in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue … confess that Jesus Christ is Lord”? (vv. 10, 11).

Paul points to an answer in verses 6 and 7. This particular Jesus (unlike that kid Jesus over on the next block in Nazareth who was the potter’s son, or the one in Cana who herded goats) “did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant.” This is what sets this Jesus apart from all the others, the 20 or so known by Josephus. Thus, this Jesus is the new Adam — the one who succeeds at exactly the point at which the first Adam failed.
In the Genesis account, the Tempter tells Eve that she “will be like God, knowing good and evil” (3:5). Eve succumbs to the temptation, and shares it with Adam, initiating the fall of humanity. In Philippians, Paul affirms that Jesus overcomes this human temptation to seek and exploit equality with God,” and urges us to have this “same mind.”
This Jesus freely chooses servanthood. It was an act of divine grace. Theologically, this is important because it lifts up the gracious nature of the divine-human intersection. This relationship flows in one direction: God acts on our behalf in Christ Jesus out of free choice, not through any divine compulsion or obligation.

We are called to be equally gracious as was this God-mortal, divine-human person with the name of Jesus. Like a good writer, Paul lifts up the point of this passage in its very first sentence: “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus” (v. 5). Like Jesus, we are God’s precious children, and, like Jesus, we are called to freely decide to take up the mantle of servant-hood and to become obedient “to the point of death — even death upon a cross” (v. 8).
In this way, Paul reminds the Philippians of who they are.
Paul is writing to the church at Philippi, a congregation he had founded, and which had been very generous to him (4:15-20). His gratitude is clear, but he is concerned that its members continue to live the life to which they have been called — that, like Jesus, their obedient servant-life continues to reflect who they already are. To the church in Rome, he wrote that in Christ, we have been elevated to the status of children of God, “and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:17).
Yet, like Jesus, we are invited to choose a servant’s obedience. The reality for the disciples and for us is that everything we have — including the faith that empowers our service — is not our own, but the gift of God.
We have no power of our own; we have no inherent authority. We are those who have turned our backs on the Lord and his authority. We are called to face this painful reality, and like Paul, we are called to give thanks to the One who has redeemed and restored us.  

This call to servanthood, obedience and faith can be an uncomfortable one. We would rather be exalted than humbled, praised than scorned, obeyed rather than obey. 
We continually seek affirmation, rather than simply serving with humility with no regard for who gets credit. Instead, we need affirmation. Some pundits say that we live in an “affirmation nation.” Our need for approval is like a drug, and we will do almost anything to obtain it. Worse yet, we inflict it on our children, and condition them to expect praise simply for doing what is expected of them.
Ashley Merryman addresses this issue in an editorial called “Losing is good for you.” Its thesis is fairly simple: We have created a “praise culture” to the detriment of our children. The author cites Carol Dweck, a psychology professor at Stanford University, who found that “kids respond positively to praise; they enjoy hearing that they’re talented, smart and so on. But after such praise of their innate abilities, they collapse at the first experience of difficulty. Demoralized by their failure, they say they’d rather cheat than risk failing again.”
The mother who gave her daughter Jamie a name of 1,023 letters was trying to “cheat” on her behalf, perhaps in the same way as the parents who, in last year’s scandal, cheated and bribed college officials to get their children into their university of choice. But this cheating is completely unnecessary. Jamie’s mother told an interviewer that she was seeking to make her child unique, to set her apart from all other children, to give her an unearned advantage.
Have the same mind that was in Christ.
Seek humility, not affirmation.
Be humble, as was Jesus who became human.
Be a servant — like Jesus.
How ironic. Paul might muse that a mother chooses a 1,000-letter name in order to raise her child’s status, but the one who was in God from the beginning was given instead an incredibly ordinary name. He chose one with less than a half-dozen letters. But it became the name that was above every other name, before which “every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth … to the glory of God the Father.” (vv. 10, 11)
Doug Amend, Dixie Voss Anders, Marshall Johnson, Bud Ruggia, Melanie Silva, Jeri Farmer Smith and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Takeaway: The greatest name is also the most ordinary one, and it reminds us to be humble servants.

Sources:
“Birth of a record: 1,000-plus letters in girl’s name.” The Seattle Times, January 22, 1991. community.seattletimes.nwsource.com.
Merryman, Ashley. “Losing is good for you.” The New York Times, September 24, 2013. nytimes.com. 
Moradel, Joshua. “This girl has over 1,000 letters in her name, and Oprah couldn’t believe it. She’s named after movies, cars, countries and cities.” Buzzfeed.com. January 15, 2019. (Oprah Winfrey’s interview took place on February 2, 1997.)
Wattenberg, Laura. The Baby Name Wizard, 2019 Revised 4th Edition: A Magical Method for Finding the Perfect Name for Your Baby. Harmony, 2013. 
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Isaiah 50:4-9a
What Does the Text Say? 
Today’s reading from Isaiah is a portion of the third of the so-called Servant Songs, and it begins by declaring that the Servant has received divine wisdom. The Servant claims, as prophets such as Jeremiah claimed (e.g., Jeremiah 1:4-10), that he had been instructed and commissioned to continue that instruction (v. 4). Weariness is a favorite theme in the book of Isaiah, occurring more in that book than in any other in the OT (e.g., 5:27; 28:12; 32:2; 38:14; 40:28, 30; etc.). If the general consensus of historical-critical scholarship is correct about the historical contexts in which the book of Isaiah was written, it is easy to see why Second Isaiah (the supposed author of chapters 44–55) would emphasize comfort and support for those grown weary in Babylonian exile. The generalized nature of the poetry, however, allows it to function in multiple settings, so that the weary of the post-exilic reconstruction period, for example, could also find spiritual sustenance in the prophet-servant’s words. Instruction is also a theme found repeatedly in the book of Isaiah, which is consistent with the book’s orientation toward a more nuanced, universal and inclusive understanding of Mosaic religion. Instruction was not understood simply as a one-way transaction — from the deity to the people — but rather was understood as a collaborative effort. Unlike the people of Israel as a whole, the prophet-servant did not turn away from divine instruction (“I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward,” v. 5). Israel’s culpable waywardness is a persistent theme in the prophets, beginning with Moses (see, for example, Numbers 11:20; and, further, 1 Samuel 8:7; 10:19; Jeremiah 6:19) and continuing to the latest periods of biblical literature (e.g., Nehemiah 1:6-7). For his faithfulness, the prophet-servant is persecuted (v. 6). Today’s passage concludes with the affirmation that God is the prophet-servant’s final vindicator (v. 9). 

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
A Holy Week Preview. These verses, given the context of Holy Week, give us a preview of what is to come following Palm Sunday. This text, normally described as “The Servant’s Song,” mentions body parts in several verses. It’s a reminder of the physicality of the Servant’s suffering. This was not a demigod or disembodied spirit who appeared to take on human flesh. The Servant mentions his tongue, verse 4, which is the tongue of a teacher. With this tongue, he is often able to say a word to the weary. Has the Servant sustained us in this way? Also mentioned is the ear of the Servant. It was “wakened” so that the Servant could also “listen as those who are taught” (v. 4). This is yet another quality of the Servant we should emulate. The Servant mentions his back, which he gave to his persecutors, and the cheeks of his face. And then he mentions his face two more times: “I did not hide my face from insult and spitting” (v. 6), and “I have set my face like flint” (v. 7). The Servant knows that he will be vindicated. So perhaps these verses give us a glimpse into the mindset of Jesus as he set his face like flint to Jerusalem and the cross. He knew that the Lord God would help him. 
*Homiletics has treated this text four times. Select Isaiah in the Scripture Index drop down menu and click GO.

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
What Does the Text Say?
“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in him” (emphasis on him, the NRSV’s alternate translation of the Hebrew of v. 24). It is the better translation, given the emphasis on thanksgiving (vv. 1, 19, 21, 28, 29) to the Lord for bringing “today’s” victory (“Lord” appears 28 times in 29 verses). Psalm 118 is an obvious lectionary choice for Palm Sunday: Verse 26a is cited by Matthew 21:9 (also Mark 11:8-9; Luke 19:37-38; John 12:13). Verses 22-23 are cited by Matthew 21:42 (cf. Mark 12:10-11; Luke 20:17); Acts 4:11; 1 Peter 2:7. A “festal procession” with branches appears in verse 27. Verses 1 and 29 are bookends with identical exuberant words: “O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.” The psalmist declares (vv. 1, 29) that “[the LORD] is good,” meaning he holds God in highest esteem, as one whose qualities are to be desired. Note the joy throughout the psalm, in its pervasive mood and explicit words (vv. 15, 24). The gates of righteousness/justice/saving victory (vv. 19-20) are those of the temple, where only the godly righteous may enter (24:3-10; Matthew 25:31). The Lord is God, and the Lord is the psalmist’s God (vv. 27a, 28). God has become his salvation (vv. 14, 21; 25a’s Hebrew wording becomes Hosanna! a praise-filled plea: “Save now!” in Matthew 21:9).

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
It’s All about the Lord. Verse 24 is often cited as a way of remembering that Sunday is a special day, and even more special is the opportunity to worship together. But as the commentary above notes, the “it” of “let us rejoice in it” would be better translated “him,” as the NRSV suggests in a note. In other words (and especially on Palm Sunday), worship is all about the Lord. It’s not about the organ or piano, not about the choir or the worship band, not about the slides or the preacher, not about the folding chairs or the padded pews, not about the stained glass, not about the people. It’s about the Lord. The focus is on the Lord, who “is good,” and whose “steadfast love endures forever” (vv. 1-2). This couplet is repeated in the last verses, 28-29. The Lord made this day, and so it is only natural and fitting that we “rejoice in” and worship the Lord, the “it” of verse 24. Worship is all about the Lord.
*Homiletics has treated this text once. Select Psalm in the Scripture Index drop down menu and click GO.

Matthew 26:14−27:66
What Does the Text Say? 
The Passion Sunday gospel lesson plays to our cultural interest in drama and suspense. The reading begins just when the tension begins to mount as Judas makes an agreement with the chief priests to betray Jesus (26:14-16). It ends with those same chief priests arranging for the Romans to set a guard at Jesus’ tomb, lest other “disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead’” in an act of deception (27:62-66). It’s as if we think the gathered congregation can be left hanging and be encouraged to return on Easter Sunday for the grand conclusion. But if there’s one thing this gospel isn’t about, it’s any suspense about how the story will end. Beginning at 16:21 (and explicitly repeated at 17:22-23 and 20:17-19), the evangelist reports how Jesus laid out what was to unfold well in advance, emphasizing that “on the third day [he will] be raised.” Of course, there are probably no more folks in our pews who are in suspense than the evangelist wanted there to be among this gospel’s first readers. So what is the point of such a long reading? Maybe to remind us that not only does Judas betray Jesus, but so does Peter (26:69-75) — and both are overcome with remorse. We see that Matthew, against our expectations, presents Pilate as the one who ultimately betrayed or “handed [Jesus] over to be crucified” (27:26, using the same word from 16:21). We’re reminded that even at what Jesus himself considered a God-forsaken moment (27:46), God is, in fact, still engaged and working to accomplish redemption (cf. 1:21).

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
Betrayal in Our Blood. This is a long text, and so the preacher will need to truncate the story, or highlight aspects of it. One possibility is to note the betrayals in this text. There are three: Judas, Peter and Pilate. Judas’s betrayal was motivated by greed. Perhaps he had some gambling debts, or was behind on the mortgage. He was always driven by the bottom line. Recall his reaction to Mary’s use of an expensive ointment with which she bathed the feet of Jesus (John 12:3-5). Peter’s betrayal, on the other hand, was motivated by fear. No chance that Peter will be known as “the Rock” when we look at his behavior while warming himself at a fire. His courage and bravado evaporated like the smoke from that fire. Pilate’s betrayal was indeed a betrayal, because he could have put an end to this kangaroo court charade if he wanted to. But, he too was a coward, and his political position was tenuous. He loved his job, and he betrayed Jesus to keep his career and professional opportunities viable. So, why do we betray Jesus? Why do we keep our faith in a closet? Why do we hide our light under a basket? All three of these figures regretted what they did. Their own actions condemned them, as will ours if we do not stay faithful and true.
*Homiletics has treated this text once. Select Matthew in the Scripture Index drop down menu and click GO.

Animating Illustrations
Here’s Jamie’s full name. Show this to the congregation on a slide if possible. We hope it’s not misspelled.
Rhoshandiatellyneshiaunneveshenkescianneshaimondrischlyndasaccarnaerenquellenendrasamecashaunettethalemeicoleshiwhalhinive'onchellecaundenesheaalausondrilynnejeanetrimyranaekuesaundrilynnezekeriakenvaunetradevonneyavondalatarneskcaevontaepreonkeinesceellaviavelzadawnefriendsettajessicannelesciajoyvaelloydietteyvettesparklenesceaundrieaquenttaekatilyaevea'shauwneoraliaevaekizzieshiyjuanewandalecciannereneitheliapreciousnesceverroneccaloveliatyronevekacarrionnehenriettaescecleonpatrarutheliacharsalynnmeokcamonaeloiesalynnecsiannemerciadellesciaustillaparissalondonveshadenequamonecaalexetiozetiaquaniaenglaundneshiafrancethosharomeshaunnehawaineakowethauandavernellchishankcarlinaaddoneillesciachristondrafawndrealaotrelleoctavionnemiariasarahtashabnequckagailenaxeteshiataharadaponsadeloriakoentescacraigneckadellanierstellavonnemyiatangoneshiadianacorvettinagodtawndrashirlenescekilokoneyasharrontannamyantoniaaquinettesequioadaurilessiaquatandamerceddiamaebellecescajamesauwnneltomecapolotyoajohnyaetheodoradilcyanakoyaanisqatsiuthawyhaiashieakhauwnnewilliams.
—“Birth of a record: 1,000-plus letters in girl’s name.” The Seattle Times, January 22, 1991. community.seattletimes.nwsource.com.
##
In Islam, divine names are attributes. One “hadith” of Mohammed cites 99 names for God (actually, 100 minus one), indicating that “he who enumerates them would get into paradise.” While there is no single “official” translation of these names from Arabic into English, numerous popular lists exist. These include such “names” as “The Truth,” “The Merciful,” “The Creator” and “The Everlasting,” but, like the “name” given in Moses’ encounter, these are not actually names, but attributes that describe the nature and character of God. 
##
In recent years, Austria has been atoning for some of its past sins during the Nazi era through the “Stones of Remembrance” project.
In cities like Vienna, which before the war had a thriving Jewish population, researchers have identified houses and apartment complexes from which the Nazis pulled Jewish residents and sent them to their deaths in concentration camps. In many cases, there were no survivors, and no heirs to lay claim to the confiscated property. These housing units have new residents now, some of whom have lived there for decades.
The Stones of Remembrance are not about reparations, but remembrance. The names of Holocaust victims are carved into plaques attached to the walls of their former homes or set into the pavement directly outside. Each plaque contains a name, a date of birth, a date of arrest and the name of the camp to which the person was deported.
For the most part, there is no other trace of these human beings. They have no tombstones; the bodies of most of them were incinerated in the ovens. Everything they carried with them was taken from them, right down to their wedding rings and the gold teeth in their mouths.
Vienna’s Stones of Remembrance ensure that their names, at least, will never be lost to memory. They are a sobering reminder to today’s Austrians to be vigilant in assuring that racial hatred will never have its way again.
—See billgladstone.ca as well as steinedererinnerung.net. Retrieved August 26, 2019.
##
Some [baby] names may be offbeat but still pretty decent — names like Happy, Wise, Famous, Beauty, Celestial, Success and Divinity. But then there are the names that have negative connotations: Wraith, Furious, Trigger, Nemesis, Minor, Shy and Danger. And even some alcoholic baby names: Shiraz, Chardonnay, Gin and Syrah. 
Yeah, we like Game of Thrones and Star Wars, too. But should your kid really end up with a name taken from them? From Harry Potter, you’ll find Severus, Draco and Bellatrix. Lord of the Rings fans picked Samwise, Arwen, Eowyn and Theoden. Star Wars fans like Lando, while Katniss, Primrose, Gale and Effie came from the Hunger Games. And Game of Thrones fans picked Tyrion, Theon, Sansa, Khaleesi, Daenarys, Stark and Shae. 
Talk about brand loyalty! There were kids named after cars: Subaru, Lexus, Infiniti, Audi and Porsche. And then there were kids with other brand names: Armani, Dasani, Dior and Chanel.
—Lisa Milbrand, “Weird, wacky, and unusual baby names,” parents.com. Retrieved August 26, 2019.
##
Interviewer: The Way is very much a love letter to your Spanish heritage. And I’ve always been curious about why you changed your name to “Martin Sheen,” and Emilio, why you kept the “Estevez” name.
Sheen: My real name is Ramón Estévez, and I never changed it. I still am officially known as that. I changed it in the beginning because when I came to New York, it was difficult enough to become an actor, and this name, which I loved, became an impediment because New York at that time was blaming the Puerto Ricans for all the problems. And I love the Puerto Rican community, but they were the new immigrants and were getting blamed for a lot of stuff. I figured I’d have a hard enough time getting a job, so I used Bishop Fulton J. Sheen’s last name as mine, and a guy named Robert Dale Martin, who was a casting director for CBS and was very encouraging to me, as my first name.
Interviewer: Do you have regrets about not keeping your real name?
Sheen: God, yes! When my father came to see me in this big Broadway play in 1965 called The Subject Was Roses — he was about to retire and go to Spain — he went and looked at the marquee to find my name and couldn’t see it. That was a big one.
—Marlow Stern, “‘The Way’ Martin Sheen, Emilio Estevez on Charlie Sheen, Occupy Wall Street, The Daily Beast, July 13, 2017. thedailybeast.com. Retrieved August 26, 2019.
##
“King of Kings,” Messiah,” “Emmanuel,” “Son of Man,” “Son of God,” “Bread of Life,” “Cornerstone,” “Great High Priest”: these are but a few of the many dozens of names for Jesus in the Bible.
For a comprehensive list, go to this web page: biblesources.org. Retrieved August 26, 2019.
##
In 1948, two professors at Harvard University published a study of 3,300 men who had recently graduated, looking at whether their names had any bearing on their academic performance. The men with unusual names, the study found, were more likely to have flunked out or to have exhibited symptoms of psychological neurosis than those with more common names. The Mikes were doing just fine, but the Berriens were having trouble. A rare name, the professors surmised, had a negative psychological effect on its bearer. 
In 2004, the economists Marianne Bertrand and Sendhil Mullainathan created 5,000 résumés in response to job ads posted in the classifieds in Chicago and Boston newspapers. Using Massachusetts birth certificates from between 1974 and 1979, Bertrand and Mullainathan determined which names appeared at a high frequency in one race but at a low frequency in another, creating groups of what they termed “white-sounding names” (like Emily Walsh and Greg Baker) and “black-sounding names” (like Lakisha Washington and Jamal Jones). They also created two types of candidates: a higher-quality group, with more experience and a more complete profile, and a lower-quality group, with some obvious gaps in employment or background. They sent two résumés from each qualification group to every employer, one with a “black-sounding” name and the other with a “white-sounding” one (a total of four CVs per employer). They found that the “white-sounding” candidates received 50 per cent more callbacks, and that the advantage a résumé with a “white-sounding” name had over a résumé with a “black-sounding” name was roughly equivalent to eight more years of work experience. An average of one of every 10 “white” résumés received a callback, versus one of every 15 “black” résumés.
—Maria Konnikova, “Why your name matters,” The New Yorker, December 19, 2013. newyorker.com. Retrieved August 26, 2019.
##
The early names given to slaves were often taken from the Bible, from the work the slaves did, or from their owners’ last names.
The slaves brought to the United States from Africa had to endure a number of brutal crimes against them, not the least of which was being stripped of the names they were given in their native countries. These names held great importance, as they were often bestowed during special ceremonies held to celebrate the giving of a new name. This forced abandonment of something so precious destroyed a vital link to their countries of origin and took away a heritage that dated back much further than that of their enslavers.
Rather than being called by the traditional and often very beautiful names that were so much a part of the culture they left behind, African slaves were given new names. Sometimes these new titles were given on the boats that brought them to America, and sometimes they were given by their owners when they got here. Slave owners thought nothing of replacing what they considered to be strange-sounding, exotic names with ones they could more easily pronounce. 
Typical names from this period included:
Biblical names like Adam and Eve (the names often given to the first man and woman brought aboard each slave ship)
Short, simple, percussive names like Tom, Jack or Bill
Classical names such as Cato, Nero, Caesar, Pompey, Phoebe and Venus, which came from such literary sources as the plays of Shakespeare and popular novels of the time
Nicknames like Curly, Tomboy, Prince and Duke
In the years just prior to the Civil War, it also became fashionable among slave families, as it was among their owners, to use the surnames of American leaders as first names. Washington was the name most often used; Madison and Jefferson also were popular.
—“Finding our history: African-American names,” familyeducation.com. Retrieved August 26, 2019.

Commentary
Philippians 2:5-11
Although numerous debates surround Philippians 2:5-11 concerning its authorship, christology, structure and purpose, the beauty of this text has been universally recognized. The arrangement of the words, the presence of parallelisms and the rhythm of the syllables have led many scholars to dub it the “Philippian hymn.” Due to the text’s structure and vocabulary, many have considered this a preformed piece that Paul has inserted and perhaps even adapted. If it is a hymn that Paul has adopted from early church tradition, then the Philippians may have been familiar with the text. There is no way to know whether Paul is incorporating an entire tradition or only part, but it is certain that this beautifully arranged piece serves a function within the letter as a whole and should be interpreted in light of Paul’s exhortations to the Philippian church.
This hymn resides in a section of the letter devoted to exhortation and encouragement. In 1:27, the imprisoned apostle challenges the church to live in a manner “worthy of the gospel of Christ” and to be in one spirit and in one mind even in the presence of their opponents (1:28). While the reference to the “opponents” in 1:28 is vague, it seems that this is a group outside of the church since all of the believers will presumably be recipients of God’s salvation (1:28). The presence of this reference within Paul’s exhortation suggests that the opposition from without is fostering division from within.
After comforting the believers regarding his own well-being and relaying how God has used his imprisonment to advance the gospel (1:12-26), Paul warns the believers that they are not immune to the sufferings that now claim him (1:29-30). In 1:29, he reminds them: “For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well.” Philippians 2:1-2 continues the exhortation: “If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.” We might paraphrase Paul’s plea: “If you have experienced these things (i.e., encouragement/consolation/the Spirit) in Christ (which you have), then act like it.” The believers are to act in humility and to consider others (vv. 3-4), and these actions will stem from like-mindedness.
It is within this plea for unity and mutual consideration that Paul inserts this hymn. Verse 5 contains the segue into the tradition and highlights what Paul wants the believers to hear in it: “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” Paul exhorts the church to think like Jesus. Only in thinking like Jesus will they ever be unified. If the following text is a tradition of the church, then the believers may have even recited or sung it themselves. Perhaps, they, like many modern believers, have placed the focus on what Jesus did. The apostle reminds them, “By the way, this is how Jesus thought.” Jesus’ thinking produced proper action.
While many proposals have been made for the structure of the hymn, it will suffice for now to recognize that the first half (vv. 6-8) focuses on Jesus’ thought that results in voluntarily humbling himself, while the second half (vv. 9-11) recalls God’s exaltation and granting of a name. In the first half, Jesus is acknowledged to be in the form () of God, but, because he did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, “emptied” himself, taking the form () of a slave. There are echoes here of the sin of Adam who wanted to be like God — having the knowledge of God (Genesis 3:4-5) — and who, through his striving to be like God, was forced into a humble status. These allusions to the Genesis tradition are enriched by echoes of Paul’s teaching on Adam in Romans 5. 
While the parallels with Adam are implicit, the drastic contrast between the “form of God” and the “form of a servant” is quite explicit. The form and equality with God are placed in stark contrast to the form of a slave and the likeness of humankind. Although much has been written on the meaning of the verb “to empty,” it is unclear what took place in this transaction of “emptying.” It is clear, however, that Jesus voluntarily took the role of the servant because of the way he thought. He did not count, reckon or consider equality with God to be his goal (v. 6). Instead, he took on a form that was not originally his own (vv. 7-8) and adopted that form to the extreme. He did not just die a normal death. He died one of the most terrible deaths imaginable — death on a cross. Therefore, because Jesus “super-lowered” himself, God super-exalted him (). Ironically, though Jesus did not set out to be recognized as God, he has become the object of worship for all creation. Thus, in contrast to Adam, who was bestowed the task of naming all the creatures (Genesis 2:19-20), the Creator of all has bestowed upon Jesus a name at which every creature will bow. 
In its current context, this familiar hymn now challenges the believers to have the same mind as the One whose actions they praise and whose name they confess. Having Christ-mindedness is a concern throughout this letter (1:27; 2:1-5; 3:15, 19; 4:2, 7-9) with Paul even using himself as an example to emulate (2:16-18; 3:4-11; 4:9). The apostle has endured all kinds of sufferings in the hope of the resurrection (3:11). In light of this hope, the hymn unites the saints in the shadow of suffering and offers hope that the God who exalted the Lord Jesus Christ, who bestowed upon this slave the name above all other names, will redeem their affliction and “will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself” (3:21). Thus, for Paul, it is imperative that the believers emulate Jesus by changing the way they think. The apostle concludes with this challenge: “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things” (4:8).
*Go to Scripture Index for additional commentaries on this text.

Conversation with the Children: Philippians 2:5-11
“What would you do if you were the ruler of a country? What laws would you make?” You might get some interesting answers to these questions. A law that bans all schools? No. Not going to happen. Then ask the children, “What would you do to keep your country safe?” Possible answers here might include having a big army. If you were the queen or the king of a country, how would you expect people to greet you when you came into a big city? Talk about “ticker tape” parades in New York City and how we celebrate important people with parades and bands. In the time of Jesus, did they have big bands and floats like today? No, they didn’t. So, how did the people recognize someone special and important like Jesus? They used palm branches to wave in the air and place on the ground like a carpet. Today, Palm Sunday is a day we celebrate Jesus entering Jerusalem. But in the week ahead –– Holy Week –– we discover that the people turned against Jesus because he did not bring an army to start a new government. Jesus brought love, and the people were not prepared for that. Give each child a palm branch as they are excused and make their way to their Sunday school classes or to sit with their parents. 

Worship Resources
Calls to Worship — Lent
Palm Sunday
Leader: Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
People: Hosanna in the highest!
Leader: Hosanna! Blessed is the coming reign of God!
People: Hosanna in the highest!
Leader: Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in humility and righteousness!
People: Hosanna in the highest!
Leader: Hosanna! Save us, O God!
People: Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Save us, O God, and fill our hearts in this time of worship.

Prayers of Confessions — Lent
Palm Sunday
Prayer of Confession:
Holy God, as we remember your Son’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, we confess that all too often we have been part of the crowd. When things go our way, we believe our lives are good because we worked hard. When things do not go our way, we blame others for our troubles. God, help us to take responsibility, not only for our own lives, but for the lives of our neighbors. Forgive us when we have forgotten your commandments and have failed to love our neighbors as ourselves, but instead have judged others, believing them not worthy of our help or our compassion. Forgive us of our faults, and renew in us a sense of your love, justice and mercy. Guide us in ways we might live out your commandments more fully in our lives. Help us to seek Christ in the suffering in this world, and guide us as the body of Christ to be your hands and feet. In your Son’s name we pray. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Even on the cross, Jesus cried out for forgiveness. We are worthy of forgiveness and love. We are called to share that love and forgiveness with others. Let us go and share the Good News. Amen.

Benedictions — Lent
Palm Sunday
And so it begins, we walk through this week
From palms now to passion, it’s Jesus we seek.
Each moment we walk through these days now with Jesus,
Is time to see people, the way Jesus … sees us.

To watch for the ones, who need hope, who need kindness.
Seeking the light, not the darkness that blinds us.
As you walk through these days, may the love you now know
Be spread to each person you meet on the go.

And may God who now blesses and keeps you in love
Whose face shines upon you with grace from above
Who looks on you with such joy and such favor,
This God, three in One gives you peace — life to savor. Amen!

Hymns
All Glory, Laud and Honor
O Worship the King
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna

Worship and Praise 
There’s Just Something about that Name
His Name Is Wonderful
Above All (LeBlanc)
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Palm Sunday, Cycle A
Isaiah 50:4-9a*
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29*
Philippians 2:5-11*
Matthew 26:14−27:66 *
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Go to Scripture Index for additional treatments of these texts.
