March 1, 2020
Romans 5:12-19
PIT Maneuver
The cross of Christ is God’s final Pursuit Intervention Technique.

##

RESCUE
CROSS

##

[TOC]
Law enforcement officers often use a “Pursuit Intervention Technique” (PIT) to bring fleeing suspects to a halt. God also has a PIT maneuver, which brings us to our knees.

AT A GLANCE: 
When authorities need to stop a criminal who’s trying to flee by car, they have several options. The last one is the “Pursuit Intervention Technique,” commonly known as the PIT maneuver. Successfully executed, the technique sends the suspect vehicle spinning sideways and out of control. The cross is God’s final PIT maneuver. God tried spike strips (law) and ramming techniques (prophets), but now employs the ultimate device, the cross. 

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s gospel text, see “Necessary NO’s,” February 21, 1999. 

One evening a while back in San Bernardino County, California, a car chase began about 6:30 p.m., coming to a conclusion about 90 minutes later. 
The suspect in a car theft took off from Chino and led police on a chase that ended in Hawthorne. The erratic and meandering journey took officers to the Ventura Freeway, where the suspect vehicle sideswiped a Prius and nearly hit a tanker truck. After driving in the wrong direction, the thief pulled the car into the southbound lanes of the San Diego Freeway. There, the stolen vehicle was rammed once by a patrol car, but that did not deter this guy. 
When he got into the Hawthorne area, having eluded capture for almost an hour and a half, a California Highway Patrol SUV executed a PIT maneuver, and game over. The car went sideways into a spin, and the driver was apprehended. 
An increasing number of law enforcement agencies across the country are using the PIT maneuver as a way to bring car chases to safe conclusions. Using this tactic, an officer in pursuit uses their vehicle as a weapon to force a fleeing car to abruptly swivel sideways, thus going into a spin resulting in a loss of control by the driver. If this maneuver is initiated in an area where property and citizens are not at risk, it is a safe alternative to chasing a suspect into populated areas. 

It might be unpleasant to use this as a metaphor for our relationship with God. But, in fact, it is a very common one, not only in the Bible, but in literature.
The link to Romans 5 is coming soon, but for now, notice that in the Bible, people are often running. They’re described as running away from God who, alternatively, is frequently depicted as wooing or chasing them. 
Jonah is perhaps the best example. God’s hand is upon him, but Jonah is not comfortable with what God has in mind, and he tries to sneak away. He takes a compartment in the steerage of a ship hoping to hide out. You know the story. 
The PIT maneuver in this case is the great fish which, by the way, was God’s idea. “But the LORD provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah” (Jonah 1:17). Game over. And after three days, the leviathan, irritated by the pit in its stomach, spits Jonah onto a beach where he lies prostrate and in complete surrender to the will of God.
The psalmist David writes, “Where shall I go from your spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?” (Psalm 139:7). 
The Israelites are often depicted as people careening down a path to destruction. And in battle, they sometimes ran away, rather than standing their ground. See 1 Samuel 17:8-11.
The prophet describes sheep as having a propensity to wander astray (Isaiah 53:6), and Jesus also refers to the shepherd who, although in possession of 99 sheep, sallies forth at great risk to himself to find the 100th lamb that’s run afield (Luke 15:1-7).
In that same chapter, Jesus tells the story of a young man who runs away from home. We know how that turns out. 
It’s weird. Sometimes we mortals believe we can outrun and outmaneuver God. 
The 19th-century poet, Francis Thompson, captures this in his 182-line poem, “Hound of Heaven,” published in 1893. One review says: “As the hound follows the hare, never ceasing in its running, ever drawing nearer in the chase, with unhurrying and unperturbed pace, so does God follow the fleeing soul by his Divine grace. (Emphasis added.)
One person fitting this profile was, by her own admission, the 20th-century activist, Dorothy Day.
In his book about Day, Johann Cristoph Arnold writes, “Day felt the call to discipleship early in life (though only vaguely), but she first threw herself into other, ‘more important things.’ There was the lure of journalism school, and then politics. Then there was travel and a taste of the Roaring Twenties in New York City, Italy and Hollywood. There was also a novel, several film scripts, an abortion, a short-lived marriage and a baby daughter. Still it did not dawn on her that she was running from God, and that her yearning would never be stilled until she was obedient to him.
“Then came an unforgettable night in a Greenwich Village bar where her friend, playwright Eugene O’Neill, recited Francis Thompson’s ‘Hound of Heaven’ for her — a poem whose message left her reeling. It contains the verse:
I fled Him, down the nights and down the days
I fled Him, down the arches of the years
I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways
Of my own mind and in the mist of tears
I hid from Him, and under running laughter.
“Day experienced what can only be called a conversion. Leftist friends mocked her new interest in the Gospels: didn’t she of all people, a Communist, know that religion was just a crutch for the weak? But Dorothy dug in her heels. Jesus promised the new society of peace and justice they were all looking for, she said, and if the Christians they knew were soft-minded hypocrites, that was not Jesus’ fault. She was determined to give him a try.”
Dorothy Day, like King David, the prophet Jonah and others before her, was the object of God’s loving and persistent Pursuit Intervention Technique. 

To review this analogy: When the LAPD engages a suspect in a car chase, they hope first that the vehicle will run out of gas. Failing that, they hope the suspect will have a change of heart. The suspects who flee clearly understand that the law takes a dim view of their behavior. The LAPD officers in pursuit might try to get roadblocks into place. Failing that, officers may throw spike strips across the road.
When all means have been exhausted, the chief will authorize the PIT maneuver. The officer’s car now becomes the tool bringing the suspect’s surrender. The patrol car makes contact with the suspect’s rear fender and then pushes, sending the vehicle into a sideways spin and causing a loss of control.
Then, surrounded with no place to go, the runner emerges from the car with hands in the air, and then is usually told to kneel, and then may be asked to lie prostrate, whereupon he is cuffed and taken into custody.

This patience and reluctance by law enforcement is mirrored in the way God handles us during the chase. As Francis Thompson’s hound with the hare, God is relentless but unhurried, patient and yet passionate. 
· God begins by giving human beings free reign in the created world. But the rebellion is obvious and odious. 
· God provides in writing what humans should have known in their hearts: the “law.” The running continues. 
· God pursues. 
· God sends adversity, obstacles, defeats, wars and pestilence and still — after momentary repentance — the resistance and fleeing continues. 
· God sends prophets to be the voice of God, to remove any ambiguity they may have about God’s love and aspirations for the people of God. Through the prophets, God reminds us that — by all rights — God is the one who should be running away from the mess; it is the people who should be chasing after God who, in turn, would be justified in washing his hands of the whole affair. 
And yet, were the people to truly seek God, God would be found: “When you search for me, you will find me. If you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says the LORD” (Jeremiah 29:13-14).

The Romans text explains how the PIT maneuver works. 
The tool or vehicle is the cross. After providing the law, sending the prophets and exposing the people of God to disciplinary adversity, which failed to curb rebellion and disobedience, God uses the cross as a battering tool to send us spiraling into submission, hands in the air, on our knees and prostrate before him in complete surrender.
Of course, the metaphor breaks down because, unlike the California Highway Patrol, God is not going to force us to get out of the car, hands in the air, kneel and surrender. 
That thief on the run in the opening paragraphs? The CHP stopped him with a PIT maneuver, but they had to smash windows and send in a K-9 unit before that miscreant exited the car, knelt and surrendered.
God’s not going to force us to surrender. We may need to stop before the cross, but we might not kneel.
Yet, Paul explains why surrender is our best option.
He has already reminded us that “God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us” (v. 8). Now, in these verses, he explains the difference between Adam, our ancestor, and Christ, our Savior. And the question he implicitly poses is: “To whom are you going to surrender?”
Notice the contrasts the apostle Paul uses in this text between Adam and Jesus Christ:

Adam	Christ (the Last Adam)
Disobedience, v. 19	Obedience, v. 19
Sinners, v. 19	Righteousness, v. 19
Sin came, v. 12	Gift of salvation
Judgment, v. 16	Grace
Condemnation, v. 16	Justification, v. 16, v. 18
Death came, v. 12	Life
Many therefore die	Many therefore live 

These verses, although theologically dense, explain how God through Jesus Christ exercised a PIT maneuver on humans determined to go their own way. The cross nudges us out of control, tips us out of our comfort zone, knocks us silly and sideways, and does it all with sacrificial love. 
It’s the first Sunday of Lent.
If we’re ever going to start anew, is there a better time than now?
Perhaps we should stop running. 
Perhaps we should reverse direction, and instead of driving the wrong way against traffic, turn our lives around and go in the right way with Jesus. 
If we don’t sense the cross as an intervention technique, perhaps God has other ones that will bring us to attention.
Today is a good day to put our hands up in surrender.
Today is a good day to get down on our knees.
This is the meaning of the cross: There can be no more running away.
[NOTE: Sometimes, it is not the cross that is the PIT maneuver that redirects our lives, but a traumatic, seismic event we experience. Examples abound of this sort of thing. Think, for example, of Paul on the Damascus Road, Luther walking home on a stormy night, Augustine reading in a Milanese garden or Wesley’s “brand from the burning.” Question is: Why wait for God to throw spike strips across the road, or to ram our lives with an experience that takes our breath away or to execute a PIT maneuver on us that sends us into a tailspin? Why not commit or recommit now?]
—Kim Dunker, Timothy Merrill, Kevin Moore, Melanie Silva and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Takeaway: When God uses a PIT maneuver, it is best to surrender.
Participation Pointers:
· Before beginning sermon prep, go to YouTube and in the search bar type in “pit maneuvers.” A number of videos feature actual scenes in which a police officer uses a PIT maneuver to end a chase sequence. These videos will help you understand the maneuver, and you may be able to choose one to show to the congregation.
· Invite a local police officer to explain how a PIT maneuver works.
· NOTE: This material could also be used for an Ash Wednesday service which, this year, is February 26. 

Sources:
Arnold, Johann Christoph. Seeking Peace: Notes and Conversations Along the Way. Plough, 1998.
Insheiwat, Shelly. “Long chase ends with PIT maneuver, K-9 deployment, suspect’s arrest,” April 13, 2018. Fox 11 Los Angeles, foxla.com. Retrieved September 12, 2019.

Animating Illustrations
PIT stands for pursuit intervention technique. But it is also known as pursuit immobilization technique, precision immobilization technique, push it tough, parallel immobilization technique and precision intervention tactic. The technique is also known as tactical car intervention, tactical ramming, legal intervention and fishtailing. Other names include pit block, pit stop and blocking. It was developed and named by the Fairfax County (Virginia) Police Department. 
##
Many years ago I was caught in a dramatic snowstorm that closed the airport and stranded me for two days. Not only were flights cancelled, but one could not even leave the terminal for comfort and sanctuary in nearby hotels. I watched the monitors as flight after flight was cancelled. As our plight deepened, frustration grew. People wandered the airport and, in some cases, in and out of restaurants and bars. The late afternoon quickly darkened into the evening; the howl of the wind outside deepened and was easily heard inside.
Suddenly the doors of the main concourse seemed to blow open, and several people wearing the white helmets and insignia of the Red Cross entered. They were soon followed by others with cots and blankets. From down the concourse I could see a large banner being unfurled with a giant Red Cross logo and the epigram “Help Found Here.” What struck me were not only the resources they had come to provide but also the effort they had made to reach us, to be with us and share our plight.
Beyond empathy, beyond sympathy, there is identification manifested in acts of personal accountability for others’ lives. Somehow, even at the human level, we are left feeling that this is too good to be true, too amazing to be believable. Such identification can be dangerously contagious! I do think that as all these strangers and wanderers made their way to the “cross,” they became more respectful of each other’s plight. What each received became a collective gift.
—D.M. Lundgren, “Pastoral perspective on Romans 5:12–19,” in Feasting on the Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary: Year A, Vol. 2 (Westminster John Knox, 2010), 40.
##
Car chases are a staple of the movies, as seen especially in the huge (and hugely profitable) Fast and Furious franchise. But when did it all begin?
The very first movie car chase took place in a 1903 film called The Runaway Match (aka Marriage by Motor). Here’s the plot synopsis (like most silent films, it’s not long: just over 4 minutes):
A couple elopes by car. The woman’s wealthy father gives chase, his chauffeur at the wheel — at a speed that looks to be about 25 miles per hour — until his car breaks down, a spectacular cloud of steam emerging from the radiator. By the time he arrives at the church, the deed is done. After some spirited fist-shaking, he reconciles to the new reality and embraces his daughter and new son-in-law.
Who could have imagined how sophisticated movie car chases would get, after that humble beginning?
You can view The Runaway Match in its entirety here. The car chase segment is short enough to show as a video sermon illustration: https://boingboing.net/2018/01/11/watch-the-first-car-chase-scen.html. Retrieved August 21, 2019.
##
Cars flipping over, cars crashing into other cars, cars flying out of planes and across skyscrapers -- that’s just a day in the life of Dominic Toretto [Vin Diesel] and his crew in the Fast and Furious movies. The insanely impossible stunts are probably the main reason why people keep flocking to the theatres. With the stunts getting crazier with each installment, it’s no surprise that according to some internet sources, more than 1,500 cars have been destroyed since the first film, The Fast and the Furious (2001). Some car models featured in the films may not be actual units of said models. Instead, replicas were built by the manufacturers or production crew for filming purposes.
Probably the most expensive car “destroyed” by this move franchise was a rare 1963 Corvette Grand Sport, valued at $5 million to $10 million. Viewers of the film Fast Five saw it driven off a cliff and into the Colorado River.
But it was all an illusion. The actual car was used only for “hero shots” — close-ups with actors sitting in it. Ten replicas built at a cost of $40,000 each were used for jump scenes and eventual destruction.
##
Sometimes a person on the run is attacked by pangs of conscience. One of the most famous of these scenes is Huckleberry Finn’s moral quandary as he’s rafting down the Mississippi River with Jim, the slave he’s helping escape from his owner, Miss Watson. Mark Twain’s genius is to personify in Huck all the moral contradictions present in a system that treats human beings as property:
“He was most free — and who was to blame for it? Why, me. I couldn’t get that out of my conscience, no how nor no way. It got to troubling me so I couldn’t rest; I couldn’t stay still in one place. It hadn’t ever come home to me before, what this thing was that I was doing. But now it did; and it stayed with me, and scorched me more and more. I tried to make out to myself that I warn’t to blame, because I didn’t run Jim off from his rightful owner; but it warn’t no use, conscience up and says, every time, ‘But you knowed he was running for his freedom, and you could a paddled ashore and told somebody.’ That was so — I couldn’t get around that noway. That was where it pinched. Conscience says to me, “What had poor Miss Watson done to you that you could see her [slave] go off right under your eyes and never say one single word? What did that poor old woman do to you that you could treat her so mean? Why, she tried to learn you your book, she tried to learn you your manners, she tried to be good to you every way she knowed how. That’s what she done.”
—Mark Twain, Huckleberry Finn, chapter XVI. 

Commentary
Romans 5:12-19
Today’s epistle reading is embedded in Paul’s extensive reflection on our justification from sin. In this deeply theological discourse, he contrasts the profound consequences that two singular men have had. Specifically, Paul explores Adam and Jesus Christ as oppositional archetypes whose lives dramatically altered our relationship with the Creator, the former bringing death and condemnation to all, the latter providing justification and life for all.
Having established that we are “justified by faith” and “have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 1), Paul employs Adam to illustrate how this one man’s transgression had an overwhelming, indeed, devastating effect. “Therefore, just as sin [ʻ] came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned,” says Paul (v. 12). Sin isn’t venial in this context, but mortal because every descendent of Adam sins and dies. Therefore, Adam’s distinctive “Sin” arguably could be signified with a capital “S.” He didn’t merely sin, or have an all-too-human moral failure or ethical lapse, but succumbed to lord “Sin,” thus forever altering human history.
Before moving on, a few comments about the reference to “Adam” will help our work on this text. Based on Paul’s thorough Jewish training as a Pharisee and the manifestly theological nature of Romans 5, Adam, the one man, could reasonably be understood as representing both Adam and Eve. To press this point, if Paul has in mind Genesis 1:27, which declares, “So God created humankind [Hebrew, ‘adam’] in his image, in the image of God he created them [Hebrew ‘him’]; male and female he created them,” it’s probably best to see Adam and Eve as the “one man” called “Adam” in Romans 5. In short, both Adam and Eve of Genesis 23 were fully complicit in bringing master “Sin” into the world.
If the preceding proposition is embraced, Romans 5:12-14 should not be set against 1 Timothy 2:8-15, which initially appears to blame Eve for the very first sin and thus creates a specious inter-textual conflict. Both passages are conceptual in nature, not precise historical declarations nor categorical biblical statements. The references to Adam and Eve are not unconditional assertions, but literary constructions employed for the author’s argument at hand. In short, these allusions do not attempt to identify chronologically who committed the first sin. Given the theological nature of these texts, neither this text nor the 1 Timothy text holds one sex more culpable for introducing sin into the world, despite the misguided attempts by some to misappropriate these passages in order to promote or maintain unjust patriarchal agendas.
Returning to the text, verses 13-14 look like a tangential observation about the relationship between the law and sin. Perhaps Paul anticipates the following question from a Jewish brother: “How can there be any concept of sin before the law exists?” In other words, how can anyone know that he or she is a rule-breaker, if there is no knowledge of the rules? From Paul’s point of view, however, “sin was indeed in the world before the law” even though “sin is not reckoned [, ‘counted,’ or paraphrasing, ‘put in an account ledger’] when there is no law” (v. 13). Why? It is because “death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses [the law-giver], even over those whose sins were not like the transgression [] of Adam” (v. 14a). Sins committed by Adam’s descendants differ not only in degree, but also in kind, since Adam “is a type of the one who was to come” (v. 14b). Adam is a singularity because he — along with Jesus Christ — is a prototype. These two men are, in a word, unparalleled.
In verses 15-17, Paul makes use of argumentum a fortiori in order to highlight the divergent consequences of Adam’s trespass and Jesus Christ’s gracious death. Moreover, note well the repeated reference to “free gift” in this compact paragraph that further emphasizes the dissimilar outcomes. While Adam’s “Sin” and the sins of his offspring had a similar effect in that death came to all, “the free gift is not like the trespass []” (v. 15a). In contrast to Adam’s “trespass,” which brought death, “much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many” (v. 15b, emphasis added). Instead of bringing death, “the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin” (v. 16a). Whereas “one trespass brought condemnation [] … the free gift following many trespasses brings justification []” (v. 16b).
With absolute conviction, Paul continues to accentuate the contrast between Adam and Jesus Christ in verse 17. Even though “because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness [] exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ” (emphasis added). Rather than being subject to the domination of death, those who believe will be given “dominion in life,” that is, they are no longer imprisoned by master “Sin” but empowered — set free — to pursue righteousness because of “the abundance of grace” that flows from “the one man, Jesus Christ.”
On one hand, the preceding conclusion does not suggest that Jesus’ disciples no longer commit sin, for there is sufficient biblical, historical and contemporary evidence to demonstrate that such a proposition is ludicrous. On the other hand, despite the ostensible paradox that believers who have been given authority over sin remain transgressors, we are being transformed into righteous persons because the trajectory of our lives is subject to a greater power, “the one man, Jesus Christ.”
Paul anticipates this apparent contradiction in verses 18-19, that is, our present life is one lived in tension between the now and not yet. By means of a concise summary, Paul first affirms again that “just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness [] leads to justification [] and life for all” (v. 18). He then underscores our present reality that even though “by one man’s disobedience [] the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience [] the many will be made righteous []” (v. 19). In short, despite being sinners, the arc of our lives moves toward righteousness.
Before closing, a few observations are offered for further consideration. First, Paul’s emphasis on the corresponding humanity of Adam and Jesus Christ is noteworthy. Just as “sin came into the world through one man,” our rescue from the dominion of death took place through “the one man, Jesus Christ.” As Hebrews points out, the path by which God chose to redeem us was through one who is like us, a descendant of Adam, one righteous man who had the power to upend the effects of one man’s trespass (cf. Hebrews 2:10-18; 4:14-16).
Second, a comparison of the terms “sin,” “trespass” and “transgression” would likely yield some interpretative insight. For instance, are they merely equivalent synonyms that can be used interchangeably, or do they indicate some subtle but significant distinctions?
Finally, what is the relationship between “righteous,” “righteousness” and “justification”? As a number of interpreters have noted, these terms are not only related etymologically, they also point to “the one man, Jesus Christ,” the righteous one who justifies the many unrighteous, making it possible for them to “receive … the free gift of righteousness” so that they might “exercise dominion in life.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Go to Scripture Index for additional commentaries on this text.

Conversation with the Children:	Romans 5:12-19
Is anyone in your congregation a crossing guard at a local school? If so, borrow the stop sign she holds up as she safely escorts the children across the street. If not, Google “Crossing Guard Stop Sign” or “Crossing Guard Clip Art” for an image to show the children. Ask the children, “What is the job of the crossing guard?” To see the children safely across the street. “What does she use to help her in her job?” She uses the stop sign. Continue to discuss the job of the crossing guard. What does the crossing guard do before she ventures into the street? Have they ever watched her in action? Remind the children that the crossing guard stops at the street corner; she looks before she goes out into the street, and she listens for oncoming traffic: Stop, look and listen. Lent is a special time of the year when we adults stop, look and listen. But this is something all of us can do, regardless of our age. Instead of filling our days with busyness, Lent is a time to slow down and pause in our days to be still and think about Jesus. Lent is a time to look around us and reach out to people who might need our care. Do you have a neighbor who might enjoy some cookies you made? Is there an older person who might appreciate it if you took out their trash cans each week? Lent is a time to be still and listen to each other. It is a good time to think about how we can be better people. Lent is a time to slow down — to stop, look and listen. 

Worship Resources
Calls to Worship — Lent
Leader: We come, God of unfailing love, to confess to you our sin and disobedience.
People: In faith and trust, we also confess that you are indeed our eternal hiding place.
Leader: We come, God of our security and peace, to confess to you our willful defiance.
People: In hope and expectation, we also confess that you are our Guide and Advisor.
Leader: We come, God of compassion and mercy, to confess to you our selfish desires and self-centeredness, asking that through your generous grace, you will bless us.
People: In the confident assurance of God’s protective love and mercy towards repentant sinners, today we claim the joy that God gifts to us, knowing that we are blessed. Amen.
—Joan Stott, thetimelesspsalms.net.

Prayers of Confession — Lent
Prayer of Confession
Leader: Creative, passionate God, you delight to shape the world in beauty and harmony. You invite us to participate in the balance of creation. We grow in wisdom as our experience unfolds; we take good learning out of difficult situations yet also find our well-meant endeavors leading to unintended consequences. Too often we give in to temptation that disrupts the joyous, chaotic order of the universe. We cannot undo all our mistakes, but we can turn once more to the living presence of Jesus and find new ways to live and love each other and the earth.
People: Do not let our hearts be fearful, but let us in silence acknowledge our sin and seek the forgiveness that restores your peace.
Silence
Words of Assurance 
(inspired by Genesis 3:1-7)
Leader: Even as Adam and Eve faced the consequences of their sin, our God prepared a way for them still to be connected to the earth and to the living presence of God. So it is with all of us: in Christ’s life, ministry, death and resurrection, we are made able to persist, upright and strong, for our sins are forgiven.
People: Thanks be to God!
—Tempting! Service Prayers for the First Sunday of Lent, written by the Rev. Elizabeth Dilley. Posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship Ways website, ucc.org. 

Hymns
Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days
Out of the Depths to Thee Do I Cry
The Old Rugged Cross

Worship and Praise 
Let Your Mercy Rain
Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) (Tomlin)
Grace Flows Down
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
First Sunday in Lent, Cycle A
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 *
Psalm 32*
Romans 5:12-19*
Matthew 4:1-11*
*Go to Scripture Index for additional treatments of these texts.
