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Acts 2:14a, 36-41
The Easter Crisis of 2020
The first Easter was a rising and a crisis, a set of events that launched a movement and changed the world. 
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EASTER
CHURCH GROWTH
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[TOC]
It’s odd, but Easter has often provoked political crises. For example, 100 years ago, Denmark experienced what they call the Easter Crisis of 1920. A few years earlier, Ireland went through the Easter Rising of 1916, about which Netflix has recently produced a film called Rebellion. Are we going to experience the Easter Crisis of 2020? 

AT A GLANCE: 
One hundred years ago, the people of Denmark faced a political crossroads they would later call the Easter Crisis of 1920. A few years before this, Ireland experienced the Easter Rising of 1916, which was suppressed six days after it started. Netflix offered a mini-series about this revolt called Rebellion. Easter seems to be a flash point that arcs back to the first “rising” 2,000 years ago. It continues to speak to us today.

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s gospel text, see “When Jesus Drops In,” April 30, 2017. 

Easter was a crisis.
Exactly 100 years ago, Denmark experienced the Easter Crisis of 1920. The king and the cabinet had a conflict that escalated into a constitutional crisis, leading to the development of a constitutional monarchy in Denmark. 
Easter was also a rising. In Ireland, the Easter Rising of 1916 was a bloody milestone in the struggle between the Irish and the British. Beginning on Easter Monday, thousands of Irish men and women seized locations in Dublin and proclaimed an Irish Republic. The British Army responded with force, leading to fierce street fighting and heavy casualties. Almost 500 people died, and 2,600 were wounded. 
After six days, the British Army suppressed the Easter Rising. Thousands of people were taken prisoner, and most leaders of the movement were executed. 
But Britain’s reaction to the Easter Rising was not popular. Public opinion began to shift, and the result was that Ireland moved steadily toward independence. 
On the centennial of the Easter Rising, Netflix offered a mini-series called Rebellion, a drama in which “lover is pitted against lover, friend against friend, and brother against brother.” One of the creators of the series said that “there was a huge appetite for people wanting to learn more.”

So Easter was both a rising and a crisis. But not everyone today knows about the Easter Rising of 1916, and very few people have heard of the Easter Crisis of 1920. 
Much better known is the Easter Rising and Crisis of the First Century, events that happened in Jerusalem. This rising was far more peaceful and full of genuine new life, as opposed to armed rebellion. And this crisis did not lead to a new form of government, but instead to a powerful new faith.
The rising and the crisis worked together to launch a movement and change the world. And right up to the present day, there is “a huge appetite for people wanting to learn more.” 
So, what is the crisis for us today? The Easter Crisis of 2020?
First, the Easter Rising. Standing in the streets of Jerusalem, the apostle Peter raised his voice and boldly addressed the people of Jerusalem. “Peter’s speech is the first public disclosure of Jesus’ resurrection,” says New Testament Professor Robert Tannehill. “This message is a shock to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.”
Yes, a shock. The rising is a shock.
Peter spoke about “Jesus of Nazareth” and accused the Israelites of crucifying and killing him. “But God raised him up,” he said, “having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power” (vv. 22-24).
The resurrection was a rebellion — a successful revolt against the oppressive power of death. “This Jesus God raised up,” proclaimed Peter, “and of that all of us are witnesses” (v. 32). And having conquered death, Jesus now sits on the right hand of God in heaven. “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified” (v. 36). 
Like the British Army in Dublin, the power people in Jerusalem thought they had crushed the rebellion. Jesus was killed on a cross and laid in a tomb. But God raised Jesus from the dead, and public opinion began to shift. More and more people were seeing that Jesus had conquered death and been made both Lord and Messiah.
· The rising was a liberation movement in which God freed Jesus from death.
· The rising was a revolution in which a crucified criminal became Lord and Messiah.
· The rising was a grassroots rebellion in which a man from Nazareth became the right-hand man of God.
· The rising was a promise of freedom for everyone who follows Jesus — freedom from sin, freedom from oppression, freedom from death itself.
· The rising was a first step toward the transformation of the entire world: One in which suffering is replaced by joy, injustice is replaced by justice, violence is replaced by peace, discord is replaced by harmony, and death is replaced by everlasting life.
Yes, the Easter Rising does all these things, and in the process it shakes up the established order. The Rising creates a Crisis.
Second, the Easter Crisis. The book of Acts tells us that when the people of Jerusalem heard the words of Peter, they were “cut to the heart” (v. 37). The words of Peter created a crisis for them, throwing them into a time of intense difficulty and trouble. As they faced this crisis, they knew that they had to make an important decision — in fact, the Greek work krisis means “decision.” They asked Peter and the apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” (v. 37).
Peter had an immediate response for them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (v. 38). He challenged them to repent, which means to make a complete reversal of course and move in a new direction.
· If you have been opposing Jesus, begin to support him.
· If you have been the lord of your own life, begin to live for a new Lord.
· If you have been serving an earthly ruler, begin to serve a heavenly Messiah.
· If you have been putting faith in yourself and your own abilities, begin to put faith in Jesus and his power.
After you repent, said Peter, then be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. This sacrament gives you forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Once cleansed of your sins, you go forward knowing that you will never walk alone, but that the presence of God, in the form of the Holy Spirit, will always be with you.

The Easter Rising created an Easter Crisis, one that forced the people of Jerusalem to decide whether they were going to oppose Jesus or support him, whether they were going to serve an earthly king or a heavenly Messiah. The situation was unstable, and they knew they had to choose. But Peter encouraged them to make a decision for Jesus, saying that “the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him” (v. 39). Wanting them to move in a new and life-giving direction, he concluded with the words, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation” (v. 40).
Yes, the Easter Crisis was a turning point, one that had enormous consequences for the people of Jerusalem. The choice was bigger than any crisis points in U.S. history, times in which people had to choose. The Boston Tea Party. The Declaration of Independence. The Abolition Movement. The Civil War. The First World War. The New Deal. The Second World War. The Civil Rights Movement. The Environmental Movement.
All have been turning points. Shocks to the system. Times of decision. Crisis points. But they are no bigger than the question raised by the book of Acts: What would the people of Jerusalem choose?
Acts tells us that those who welcomed Peter’s message “were baptized, and that day about 3,000 persons were added” (v. 41). Three thousand new Christians! An unexpected and truly stunning response. And then we learn that they “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (v. 42). As with the Netflix series Rebellion, “there was a huge appetite for people wanting to learn more.”
The Easter Crisis led to the rapid growth of the Christian church, from a handful of apostles to a crowd of newly baptized Christians. But instead of creating chaos, this explosive growth was quickly organized by teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers.

This story from Acts reminds us that the days after the Easter Rising were not just a happy time in which the followers of Jesus gave thanks for the gift of the resurrection. No, the rising created a crisis, and the church responded by organizing itself to continue the ministry and mission of Jesus in the world.
We can do the same, as we adopt a crisis mentality and make a faithful response to what God is doing in the world. Our focus should be: 
· The apostles’ teaching, such as the words of Peter: “God has made [Jesus] both Lord and Messiah” (v. 36). Jesus remains the one leader who both deserves and rewards our deepest allegiance. 
· Fellowship, which in Greek is koinonia. Within the Christian community, fellowship means sharing, contribution and spiritual communion. It is the mark of a self-giving and generous community.
· The breaking of the bread. Since the best path to unity is through the stomach, we should never miss the opportunity to gather around tables for food and conversation. 
· The prayers. God raised Jesus up and is the power behind our new life in Christ. Our prayers keep us connected to the God who continues to raise us up and send us forward. 
Today, we are experiencing a crisis — the Easter Crisis of 2020. So let’s respond by imitating the Jerusalem Christians, who followed the risen Jesus and launched a movement that changed the world.
Henry G. Brinton, John J. Duling and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Takeaway: The “rising” or resurrection of Jesus creates a crisis, one that challenges us to continue the ministry and mission of Jesus in the world.

Sources:
McGreevy, Ronan. “RTÉ to make follow-up to 1916 Rising drama Rebellion.” The Irish Times, July 12, 2016. irishtimes.com.
Tannehill, Robert C. “Acts of the Apostles and ethics.” Interpretation, July 2012, 272.

Animating Illustrations
As the machine of warfare continues to churn out more dangerous weaponry, only the power and joy of Christ’s resurrection can fill hearts with comfort and peace, Pope Francis said before giving his Easter blessing. …
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is not only the start of a true renewal that “begins from the heart, from the conscience” but also the beginning of a new world “free from the slavery of sin and death” and now open to God’s kingdom of “love, peace and fraternity,” he said.
The pope’s prayer for peace came a few hours after news broke of multiple bombs that exploded in several churches and hotels in Sri Lanka, killing and wounding hundreds.
—Junno Arocho Esteves, “Only risen Christ can bring peace to world at war, pope says at Easter,” Catholic News Service, April 21, 2019, catholicnews.com. 
##
When a crisis happens in our community and even our surrounding communities, more often than not my dad, Pastor Mike Donald, will be nearby, and the people from his church are ready for action. …
Sadly, in times of crisis, people can cause more harm than good. Pastors can use these moments to get their 15 minutes of local fame or attempt to use the fear created by crisis to manipulate people into their churches. Not to mention, some will misuse truths found in Scripture to simply cover the wound, rather than let the good news of Jesus heal their deepest, darkest sorrows.
“We don’t exploit tragedy to grow our numbers or gain a platform,” [Donald] stated emphatically. “Our churches should be about proclaiming that Jesus is good news for a weary and broken world. We proclaim no name other than his.” God will grow his church, and he will use the local church to continue to do so, but we should never prey on the wounded and lure them in. That’s spiritual malpractice, not the Great Commission.
—Brittany Salmon, “The role of the local church when crisis strikes a community,” The Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, February 2, 2018, erlc.com.
##
(Denmark isn’t the only country that experienced a crisis at Easter. Ireland’s Easter Rising of 1916 was a bloody milestone in that country’s lurching path toward independence.)
Organized by a seven-man Military Council of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, the Rising began on Easter Monday, April 24, 1916, and lasted for six days. Members of the Irish Volunteers — led by schoolmaster and Irish language activist Patrick Pearse, joined by the smaller Irish Citizen Army of James Connolly and 200 women of Cumann na mBan — seized key locations in Dublin and proclaimed an Irish Republic. The British Army brought in thousands of reinforcements as well as artillery and a gunboat. There was fierce street fighting on the routes into the city center, where the rebels put up stiff resistance, slowing the British advance and inflicting heavy casualties. ...
With much greater numbers and heavier weapons, the British Army suppressed the Rising. ... About 3,500 people were taken prisoner by the British, and 1,800 of them were sent to internment camps or prisons in Britain. Most of the leaders of the Rising were executed following courts-martial. ... Strong opposition to Britain’s reaction to the Rising contributed to changes in public opinion and the move toward independence, as shown in the December 1918 election win by the Sinn Féin party. They convened the First Dáil and declared the independence of the Irish Republic.
[More than 450] people were killed in the Easter Rising: 54 percent were civilians, 30 percent were British military and police, and 16 percent were Irish rebels. More than 2,600 were wounded. 
—“Easter Rising,” Wikipedia.org. Retrieved September 16, 2019.
##
That is heaven’s part, our part
To murmur name upon name,
As a mother names her child
When sleep at last has come
On limbs that had run wild.
What is it but nightfall?
No, no, not night but death.
Was it needless death after all?
For England may keep faith
For all that is done and said.
We know their dream; enough
To know they dreamed and are dead.
And what if excess of love
Bewildered them till they died?
I write it out in a verse —
MacDonagh and MacBride
And Connolly and Pearse
Now and in time to be,
Wherever green is worn,
Are changed, changed utterly:
A terrible beauty is born.
—Conclusion of “Easter, 1916,” a poem by William Butler Yeats about the Easter Rising that is heavy with Easter imagery, republished in The Atlantic, February 1998. theatlantic.com. Retrieved September 16, 2019.
##
On a recent vacation, I read a sign on the beach warning of riptides, powerful and dangerous ocean currents that pull away from the shore. Even the strongest swimmers can find themselves drawn far out to sea when caught in one.
Swimmers are lost in riptides because they don’t expect the danger and are drawn too far out to sea to return to shore. Something similar happens when churches experience growth. ...
Even good things such as new buildings, new people, and new staff can cause unexpected responses. Ezra experienced this when he returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. He raised money, reappointed priests and workers and led the remnant of Israel back home. It was a long-prayed-for and joyous event. Two months after their arrival, they had laid the foundation for the new, larger temple, and they held a celebration. But then something unexpected happened.
All the people gave a great shout of praise to the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this temple being laid (Ezra 3:11-12).
I’ve seen this kind of thing happen again and again in different ministry settings. Several people in my current church, which is experiencing fast growth, have expressed a yearning for the days when the church was smaller.
“I’m glad so many people are finding a home here,” one of our introverted members said, “but I had a hard time fitting in when we were small. How am I going to find a place now?”....
—Eugene C. Scott, “Is a fast-growing church a blessing or a curse?” ChristianityToday.com, January 29, 2019.
christianitytoday.com. Retrieved September 16, 2019.
##
In his book, Lament for a Son, Christian theologian Nicholas Wolterstorff comments on his life after his 25-year-old son’s sudden death in a mountain-climbing accident. It’s a classic description of a personal crisis:
“The world looks different now. …  Something is over. In the deepest levels of my existence, something is finished, done. My life is divided into before and after.”
—Nicholas Wolterstorff, Lament for a Son (Eerdmans, 1987).
##
One of those who escaped from the World Trade Center said: ‘‘If you’d seen what it was like in that stairway, you’d be proud. There was no gender, no race, no religion. It was everyone helping each other.’’
But away from that stairway — in America’s streets — there is gender, there is race, there is religion.
—Julian Bond, from a 2002 commencement address at Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania. Cited by Jacques Steinberg, “Commencement speeches; Along with best wishes, 9/11 is a familiar graduation theme,” The New York Times, June 2, 2002.
##
So, did you hear the one about the two massive boulders that dropped from the sky onto a Colorado highway?
Well, not from the sky exactly. They broke off a nearby mountain and went rolling downhill, completely blocking Colorado Highway 145. No one was hurt. But no one could get through on the road until something was done.
These were no ordinary boulders. They were big. Really big. The largest one was big as a house.
The highway department figured they could dispatch the smaller one — the one weighing 2.3 million pounds — with dynamite. Which they did. Kaboom! Then they bulldozed the rubble away.
The larger of the two boulders — the behemoth weighing 8.5 million pounds — was a different matter. It would have cost nearly a quarter-million dollars to pulverize it. So, state authorities decided to take a different approach. The governor issued an executive order declaring it to be a monument. They christened it “Memorial Rock.” Then they re-routed the highway around it.
The memorial designation was a clever ploy allowing Colorado to qualify for special federal highway funding. But there’s a sort of poetic justice to the governor’s proclamation, all the same. 
When something that big drops into the middle of our lives, causing a massive detour, it’s automatically a memorial in and of itself.
—For more, see Jean Lotus, “Giant roadside rock to remain on Colorado mountain highway as landmark,” UPI.com, June 5, 2019. Retrieved September 16, 2019.
##
Shirley Guthrie, a Presbyterian, was a theology professor from Columbia Theological Seminary in Atlanta. In one of his books, he poses the question, “What does it mean to be a Christian?” — which could just as well be paraphrased as, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
Rather than supply just one answer, Guthrie gives four — then he points out that each of these four answers tends to get over-emphasized in certain parts of the church today. Whenever this happens — whenever one of his four answers to the question overshadows the other three — conflict and trouble are the result.
Guthrie calls the four different answers, “Orthodoxy, Moralism, Social Activism and Pietism.”
Pose the question, “Brothers, what shall we do?” within earshot of an orthodoxy fan, and you’ll quickly hear the answer: “Make sure the preaching of the church is pure.” To the segment of the church that especially values orthodoxy, by far the most important thing about being a Christian is to believe the right thing.
The next category is moralism. Moralists want to see, above all else, that people in the church behave. Christianity, to them, is mainly a matter of discovering the ethical precepts of the faith and following them.
The third answer to the question, “What should we do?” is the social-activist answer. To the activist, the purpose of the church is to change the world: to root out and destroy injustice, to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to make this planet a better place for everyone to live.
Finally, there are the pietists. The pietists say that nothing else in this life matters, as long as one has a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Becoming a Christian is a matter of getting to know Christ — no more, no less. And living the Christian life is primarily a matter of trying to bring others into the fold.
In truth, Christianity is all these things. Jesus is all these things, throughout the course of his earthly ministry. His deepest desire for us is that we might believe the right thing ... do the right thing ... advocate the right thing ... pray the right thing.

Commentary
Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Before his ascension, Jesus promised his tiny band of followers that they would “receive power when the Holy Spirit” came and be his “witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (1:8; cf. vv. 32-33). Shortly after Jesus made this pledge, the Spirit came upon them on the day of Pentecost and as a result of Peter’s sermon “about three thousand persons were added” to them. Though the number of respondents is somewhat hard to believe given the brevity of the homily as reported, in actuality this occasion is the initial realization of Jesus’ promise and demonstrates the Spirit’s power to convict the human heart as well.

As the preceding paragraph illustrates, this passage must be read within its context in Acts. This point is especially apparent at the outset, since the lectionary begins midstream, “But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them” (v. 14a) and then jumps to the sermon’s conclusion (v. 36). The opening scene reverberates with legal overtones. Some individuals in the crowd have raised questions, while others have spread rumors about a bogus charge. Accordingly, Peter stands to give an explanation and offer a defense. First, he will speak to their questions: “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?” (vv. 7-8). In addition, he will respond to the accusation: “They are filled with new wine” (v. 13), though these matters are dealt with in inverse order (cf. vv. 14b-35).

Peter’s riposte to the drinking allegation is dismissive — it is too early in the morning for us to be drunk (cf. v. 15); but his answer to their inquiries is systematic and eloquent. His response possesses a profound coherence because it flows out of a new understanding of the Scriptures, which Peter and his comrades have received from the Spirit (cf. vv. 16-35). Consequently, despite the lectionary’s leap from its brief opening frame in verse 14a to Peter’s final remark — specifically, “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah [], this Jesus whom you crucified” (v. 36) — the pericope is logical because the sermon’s concluding inference entails the principal objective of Peter’s homily.

“Now when they heard this,” many devout Jews — those who lived in Jerusalem as well as others who were visiting during the Jewish festival of Pentecost — “were cut to the heart [] and said to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’” (v. 37). The word translated as “cut” [] is a hapax legomenon. Literally, it means “stabbed.” Peter’s Spirit-inspired message challenged his audience, because it not only presented a fresh understanding of the Scriptures (cf. vv. 16-21, 25-31, 34), but also convicted them of their complicity in Jesus’ death (cf. v. 23).

In response to their query, “Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’” (v. 38). Whatever Peter’s reply might fully denote, it was, at the very least, an invitation to join him and the other believers in God’s plan of redemption, which had been accomplished through Jesus’ sacrificial death and resurrection. Prompted by the Spirit, Peter’s words offered his Jewish brothers the opportunity to receive forgiveness of their sins, including but not limited to their role in Jesus’ death (cf. vv. 23-24). Incredibly, via their repentance and baptism, they, too, could “receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Interpreting “the gift of the Holy Spirit []” is problematic, depending on whether the prepositional clause (i.e., ) is understood as a subjective or objective genitive. If this phrase is a subjective genitive, the gift comes from the Holy Spirit, and the end of verse 38 would be translated more clearly as “and you will receive the Holy Spirit’s gift.” If it is an objective genitive, the Holy Spirit is the gift, and the final phrase of verse 38 could be appropriately translated as, “and you will receive the gift, which is the Holy Spirit.”

Though not entirely persuasive, the concluding portion of Peter’s reply appears to favor the latter rendition. In verse 39, Peter says, “For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” Against the backdrop of the opening chapters of Acts, Peter’s reference to “the promise” arguably alludes to the Holy Spirit. Before his ascension, Jesus instructed his apostles to wait in Jerusalem “for the promise of the Father” (1:4). They were to “be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (1:5). In addition, they were “to receive power when the Holy Spirit” came upon them (1:8), which occurred when “all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4). And even Jesus himself “received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit” (v. 33). Though easily overlooked, it is important to note as well that this promise is for everyone just as Joel had prophesied (v. 39; cf. v. 17).

Peter is unapologetic throughout his presentation of the Christian faith, which is further confirmed in the following summation: “He testified with many other arguments” (v. 40a). He also “exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation’” (v. 40b). Indeed, theirs was a generation that had seen “the deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him [i.e., Jesus] among [them],” but they had nevertheless “crucified and killed [him] by the hands of those outside the law” (vv. 22-23).

As the passage previously observed — viz., “Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart” (v. 37) — Peter’s exhortation convicted some of his listeners. Many found his arguments compelling and “those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added” (v. 41) — added to the burgeoning community of faith through which God was continuing his redemptive work. In sum, those who were baptized and received the Spirit were united with that tiny band of believers who were God’s first Spirit-led witnesses about what he had accomplished through Jesus’ passion.
*Go to Scripture Index for additional commentaries on this text.

Conversation with the Children: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Hold up a pencil and a pad of paper. Write your name on it, incorrectly. Point out your error to the children and ask them to tell you what you can do to correct it. They’ll tell you to erase it and start over, which is what you will do. Then hold up the eraser and ask them if an eraser can correct the mistakes we make in real life. No, of course not! The people of Jerusalem were feeling very badly that they had crucified Jesus. They asked Peter and the other apostles, “What should we do?” (v. 37). Ask the children if they can guess what Peter said. Peter said, “Repent … every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven” (v. 38). Find out if the children know what “repent” means, and then tell them that it means to turn yourself around and go in a new direction. Ask them to raise their hands if they think the people of Jerusalem did this. Say that 3,000 people turned themselves around and started to follow Jesus, and they were baptized as new members of the church. Hold up your pencil and say that repentance is a big eraser — it corrected the mistakes of 3,000 people in Jerusalem, and it can correct our mistakes today. Close by saying that when we repent, our sins are forgiven.

Worship Resources

Calls to Worship — Easter
Leader: We gather to remember the ancient stories of revelation.
People: We read from our ancient texts.
Leader: We gather to interpret the meaning these stories reveal in our lives.
People: We hear from our traditions.
Leader: We gather to share the revelation of the risen Christ.
People: We experience in ritual and story.
Leader: The Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
—Based on Luke 24. Katherine HawkerSelf, liturgyoutside.net.

Pastoral Prayers — Easter
Prayers of the People
Companion God, we hear the pain of our world and pray — 
for all for whom this new day is the beginning of life;
for all who face new ventures and challenges;
for the people engulfed by loneliness, despair or grief;
for all who feel cast off from your presence;
for all who are walled in by circumstance and whose lives are exhausted;
for all this day who will find their rest in you.
In your mercy, journey with all whom we name in word and silence …
By the presence of your Spirit of mystery and grace encourage us in the days ahead
so that we can go faithfully as sisters and brothers of the risen One …
(The Prayers of the People continue.)
—Adapted from Uniting in Worship 2 and publications of the Iona Community and written by Jeff Shrowder.

Offertory Prayers
Source of life, may the works of our hands bring you honor. May the life we live reflect the risen Word of life. May the service we offer be inspired by the Breath of life. Amen.
—© Jeff Shrowder 2000, 2014.

Hymns
God of All Power and Truth and Grace
How Firm a Foundation
This Is the Day the Lord Has Made

Worship and Praise 
Open the Eyes of My Heart
I Love the Lord
O Living God
The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Third Sunday of Easter, Cycle A
Acts 2:14a, 36-41*
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23*
Luke 24:13-35*
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Go to Scripture Index for additional treatments of these texts.
