Special Installment: Maundy Thursday
April 9, 2020
Matthew 26:31-35
Peter’s Delusional Disorder
Peter believed he could act without God’s help. 

##

MAUNDY THURSDAY [NEW TOPIC — We have Palm Sunday, Ash Wednesday, Ascension Sunday, Good Friday, etc., but no Maundy Thursday. By having this category, subscribers will be able to quickly look at everything we have offered as a Special Installment. Here are some other installments which can be linked to Maundy Thursday]
Thursday, April 5, 2012 Last Meal Before Redemption Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14 
Thursday, April 21, 2011 The Meal 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
Thursday, April 1, 2010 No Safety for a Savior John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Thursday, March 20, 2008 Thursday Theology John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Thursday, April 5, 2007 Judas Our Hero? John 13:21-32 
Thursday, April 8, 2004 What Not to Wear John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Thursday, April 12, 2001 Trucking the Church Hebrews 10:16-25 

BETRAYAL

##

[TOC]
Peter insisted more than once that he’d never betray Jesus, even if it meant death, and even though everyone else might betray him. The man was delusional.

AT A GLANCE: 
Delusional disorder is a mental illness in which people can’t tell what’s real from what is imagined. The delusion can be bizarre (“Six years ago I was abducted by aliens”) or benign or non-bizarre. This is the starting point for this treatment of Peter’s denial. It’s a betrayal that shatters the real denial that Peter had embraced: that he was a cut above the others and would never betray his Lord. This text is the ultimate therapeutic breakthrough. Peter discovers the truth about himself, and it’s a starting point for his redemption.

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s gospel text, see “Thursday Theology,” March 20, 2008. 

On October 5, 1998, Margaret Mary Ray, 46, ran onto the railroad tracks of the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad in a green valley in western Colorado, assumed a kneeling position and within seconds was struck by an oncoming train. Her death was reported two days later in The New York Times.
Ray suffered from a serious delusion. She believed she and late night comedian and talk show host David Letterman had an intimate connection. Sometimes she insisted that she was his wife. She was arrested on numerous occasions and confined to a jail cell or a wing in a psychiatric hospital. 
Letterman said that he had great compassion for her, often declining to press criminal charges against her. “I wasn’t comfortable with the humanity of that.” And upon news of her death, Letterman offered a sympathetic response to the “sad end of a confused life.”
Fans of the show Frasier will recall the episode in Season 2, “The Candidate.” In a local political campaign, Marty Crane was supporting a right-wing candidate whom his sons Niles and Frasier very much opposed. They decided to put forward Phil, a candidate of their own, as a better alternative. Imagine Frasier’s shock when he heard Phil’s admission that he had been abducted by aliens a few years earlier. (For the dialogue, see Illustrations below.)
Delusions. The Bible says that too often we’re deluded. In Jeremiah, we read: “The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse — who can understand it? (17:9). And in 1 John 1, we read, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (v. 8). Is it possible for us to entertain a delusion and not be aware of it?
Psychologists refer to delusional disorder as “a condition in which an individual displays one or more delusions for one month or longer. Delusional disorder is distinct from schizophrenia and cannot be diagnosed if a person meets the criteria for schizophrenia. If a person has delusional disorder, functioning is generally not impaired and behavior is not obviously odd, with the exception of the delusion.”

So here we are in a well-known scene which has been immortalized by Leonardo da Vinci’s painting of the Last Supper. During the course of the meal, Jesus says to the team: “You will all become deserters because of me this night.”
That’s a buzz kill right there. The gospel provides no mention of what the disciples said, or of what they were thinking. Likely, the room was dead quiet.
But then Peter breaks the silence with an astonishing prediction: “Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.”
This comment probably broke the silence. Although the text says that Jesus replied to him, it doesn’t say when, and it leaves room for the strong possibility that the others expressed their resentment in no uncertain terms, and their disapproval of Peter’s insinuation that of the group gathered around in the upper room, only he would remain loyal, come what may.
They must have all smiled smugly when Jesus, after the furor subsided, gave Peter his comeuppance, saying, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.”
You can hear the laughter. Or not. Perhaps it was too solemn an occasion. Certainly, you can imagine the satisfaction; Jesus had put him in his place.
Yet Peter continues to be delusional. You’d think he’d shut up and let it go. 
But he doesn’t. He is unfazed by Jesus’ prediction. 
So he retorts: “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” 
And having heard that, Peter’s colleagues realized that they could not let Peter be the only one to profess allegiance to Jesus their Lord. So they all chimed in. Matthew records: “And so said all the disciples.” 
Amazing! They were all delusional.
They didn’t know themselves.
They didn’t know what the future held.
How in God’s name could they make such a profession?
They did not know the depth of their own weakness or of the nature of humanity.

We know the rest of the story — the story of Peter’s utter humiliation and weakness. Not only was he not threatened with death, he was not even arrested. He simply wilted when a young maiden asked him a question. It was over within seconds. No, no and no. Three times. Game over. The rooster crows, and Peter bitterly realizes the enormity of what he’s done.
Jesus knew he was going to the cross alone. On the cross he cries out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). He knew that his little band of followers would disperse like chaff in the wind.
But he also knew that this same group would regroup for a post-resurrection commissioning.
All it would take to make this happen was a little resurrection.
The disciples didn’t know this.

Lessons to be drawn from this text?
Always acknowledge the necessity of God’s help in everything we do. Peter thought it was always about him. He vainly believed that he had within himself the resources to combat whatever foe lay ahead of him. His sword was in the scabbard. He even drew it once and sliced off the ear of a soldier. 
Big mistake. We’re delusional if we think we can pull off anything of eternal importance without the help of God and without being in the will of God.  
Second, betraying Jesus was not and is not an unforgiveable sin. Remember, all of the disciples fled after telling Jesus to his face that they wouldn’t. Not just Peter. All of them. Yet all of them, except Judas of course, were reunited, commissioned and sent forth into the world to fulfill the mission Jesus gave them. This time, they suffered no delusions. They knew the world would hate them. Some of them would lose their lives, paying the ultimate price. 
So it is okay to betray Jesus? No, that’s not what’s being said here. Very few of us will be called upon to make the choice Peter had to make that night, more than 2,000 years ago this evening — the night before Jesus died.
The point is that we must not believe that we’ve failed God or failed Jesus to such an awful degree that redemption is no longer possible. It is. And making redemption possible is, in fact, why Jesus went to the cross.
Third, consider the possibility that our image and self-perception may be skewed. Paul warns the Romans: “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned” (12:3). (Notice how Paul qualifies his statement by referring to the help or grace of God.)
Since it is notoriously difficult to accurately assess oneself, the best option is to downplay one’s gifts and achievements and refer everything to the glory of God. But there are some other strategies to employ if you’re serious about knowing yourself, as Socrates famously suggested.
Some people take a battery of tests. Some of these are not much more than pop psychology. But there are others that have a good rep, and which can do a lot to help a person understand their strengths and weaknesses.
If you really want honesty, then find someone you trust — truly trust to give you honest feedback. Simply invite them to coffee or to a safe space where you ask for more accountability. Simple questions like, “Is there something I’m missing? I have been studying Peter and see how he deluded himself and I don’t want to be like that. Can you help me with those places in my life where I might be deluding myself?”

When you are praised for your achievements, downplay them, and give the glory to God.
Fourth, the disciples could not see the whole picture. They apparently were on a need-to-know basis. They deserted Jesus, not knowing that, post-resurrection, everything would change again. 
The truth is, we don’t see as God sees. We don’t think as God thinks. God’s ways are not our ways. We cannot pretend to know outcomes. All we can do is try, with God’s help, to be faithful.
Finally, although betrayal is a terrible thing, and although we might think a personal failure renders us forever unserviceable in the kingdom of God, we are never beyond God’s ability to use us for the glory of God. Nor does any seeking and repentant child of God ever wander beyond the warmth of God’s love. 
We are going to face obstacles. As someone has observed, “Being challenged in life is inevitable; being defeated is optional.”
Peter is an example of someone who moved from being delusional and defeated to being a powerhouse of energy and passion.
But the second time around, it wasn’t about Peter; it was all about the glory of God.
Greg Bouvier, Timothy Merrill, Mic Thurber, Melanie Silva and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Takeaway: Failure does not disqualify us from service in the kingdom of God.

Participation Pointer:
The remake of the movie The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (2013) is a film that Ben Stiller poured much of himself into as both the lead actor and director. The original short story (book) is about a delusional man who cannot shake his ability to daydream. In the movie, Mitty is a guy in a dead-end job with very little that is positive in his life, so Mitty daydreams to cope with the trauma of losing his father at age 15 and his erratic sister and declining mother. It is only when Mitty has purpose that he truly finds himself and lives into who God has made him to be. I think this is a point made by the content and confirmed by Peter. He was delusional until he found his purpose. After following Jesus and subsequently denying him, Peter found the life God intended for him by living out his call.
—Rev. Greg Bouvier, Sheridan Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska.

Sources:
“Delusions and Delusional Disorder.” WebMD. webmd.com. Retrieved September 13, 2019.
“Famous people with delusional disorder.” Health, Research and Funding website. HealthResearchFunding.org. Retrieved September 13, 2019.
Johnson, Bryan. “Top 10 shocking cases of delusional behavior.” TopTenz, toptenz.net. August 12, 2011. Retrieved September 13, 2019. 
Stewart, Barbara. “The woman who stalked Letterman is a suicide.” The New York Times, October 7, 1998. Retrieved September 13, 2019.

Animating Illustrations
In addition [to the Prison Fellowship], by means of my books God has used me to touch hundreds of thousands of lives. The interesting thing is that what He used in my life are not my successes, academic awards, achievements, or triumphs. The fact that I argued before the Supreme Court, the fact that I was President Nixon’s assistant, the fact that I was an administrative assistant in the Senate writing laws — He has used none of those. He used the only significant thing in my life: that I was a prisoner who was broken and went through seven months in prison. …
Now I see that the most significant thing about my life was my defeat. I really thank God for it. What matters is not what happens to you, but how you react to what happens to you. More important than what you do is what God does through you, and you’ll never find that out except in those moments when you have no choice but to surrender yourself completely.
—Charles Colson, cited by Dennis Wholey in When the Worst That Could Happen Already Has, 98-100. Thanks to Rev. Mic Thurber, Ministerial Director, Mid-America Union Conference of SDA, for sharing this.
##
Delusional disorder, previously called paranoid disorder, is a type of serious mental illness called a psychotic disorder. People who have it can’t tell what’s real from what is imagined.
Delusions are the main symptom of delusional disorder. They’re unshakable beliefs in something that isn’t true or based on reality. But that doesn’t mean they’re completely unrealistic. Delusional disorder involves delusions that aren’t bizarre, having to do with situations that could happen in real life, like being followed, poisoned, deceived, conspired against or loved from a distance. These delusions usually involve mistaken perceptions or experiences. But in reality, the situations are either not true at all or highly exaggerated.
A bizarre delusion, by contrast, is something that could never happen in real life, such as being cloned by aliens or having your thoughts broadcast on TV. A person who has such thoughts might be considered delusional with bizarre-type delusions.
People with delusional disorder often can continue to socialize and function normally, apart from the subject of their delusion, and generally do not behave in an obviously odd or bizarre manner. This is unlike people with other psychotic disorders, who also might have delusions as a symptom of their disorder. But in some cases, people with delusional disorder might become so preoccupied with their delusions that their lives are disrupted.
—“Delusions and Delusional Disorder.” WebMD. webmd.com. Retrieved September 13, 2019.
##
Some types of delusions:
Grandiose
People with this type believe that they are the strongest, richest, greatest and most intelligent among other people. These people believe strongly that they are capable of spending as much money as they want and can answer just about any problem they may encounter in life.
Erotomanic
These are the people who believe that someone, sometimes a celebrity, is in love with them. Those who suffer from this delusion may buy a movie the celebrity is in and watch it repeatedly.
Persecutory
People who have this type believe in the idea that there is always someone following them, and get the chance to harm them in any way possible. This is a type that can be connected to celebrities who would complain that they are being followed by paparazzi or fans.
Jealous
This type may always happen to couples. It is the type wherein a partner would always think that his loved one is cheating on him. This may lead to frequent quarrels and divorce for some married couples.
Mixed
There are times when a mixture of any of the aforementioned types can be observed in an individual. A person can develop more than one of the types, which may lead to severe psychotic disorders.
Observing an individual will help loved ones to know the kind of subtype that the person has. Therapies wherein they are taught about how to accept their condition and how to get over it are some of the treatments available for individuals and other famous people with delusional disorder.
—“Famous people with delusional disorder,” Health, Research and Funding website. HealthResearchFunding.org. Retrieved September 13, 2019.
##
Here is the dialogue from an episode of the television show Frasier, in which a really nice guy is running for office, and then it is discovered that he believes he was abducted by aliens. This scene could be a skit performed before the sermon. It illustrates the concept of a delusional disorder.
Frasier: Say, Phil, it's getting a little hot in here. You want to step out on to the balcony with me, get a little fresh air?
Phil: Great. [as they walk out] Oh, beautiful view.
Frasier: Thank you. Yes, you know, I feel very lucky living here. I’d like to say I feel lucky to be a part of your campaign as well.
Phil: Oh, it’s me who’s lucky. It’s quite a boost for an underdog to get an endorsement from Frasier Crane.
Frasier: Oh, I don’t know if my name carries that much weight.
Phil: Oh, come on, people love you. I’ve listened to your show. To tell the truth, I’ve even thought of calling in. 
Frasier: Really? What for?
Phil: Oh, it’s ... kind of sensitive.
Frasier: Listen, Phil, as a psychiatrist, anything you tell me will be kept in the strictest confidence. 
Phil still hesitates. They both stare out at the view, not looking at each other.
Frasier: You know, it’s funny how the more you bottle things up inside, the bigger they seem to be. 
Phil: Well, I’ve never told anybody this before, but ... okay, here goes. Six years ago ... I was abducted by aliens. 
Frasier, shocked, slowly turns his head to face Phil. He is completely stunned.
Frasier: Aliens?
Phil: They transported me up to their spaceship for a kind of conference. They’re very concerned about what we’re doing to our planet. [Frasier stares at Phil] Hey, you were right. Now that I’ve said it out loud, it doesn’t seem like that big a deal.
Frasier: [far away] No ...
Phil gives Frasier a pat on the back as Niles walks up to the door.
Niles: They’re ready for you, gentlemen. Come on in here and let’s elect a Congressman!
—Script from Frasier, Season 2, episode 7, “The Candidate,” in which Frasier and Niles disapprove of Martin’s right wing candidate and find another one, Phil. But Frasier discovers that Phil has a disturbing delusion.
##
A traitor, according to the literal meaning of the Greek word for “betraying,” is someone who hands the other over to suffering. The truth is that we all have something of the traitor in us because each of us hands our fellow human beings over to suffering somehow, somewhere, mostly without intending or even knowing it. Many children, even grown-up children, can experience deep anger toward their parents for having protected them too much or too little. When we are willing to confess that we often hand those we love over to suffering, even against our best intentions, we will be more ready to forgive those who, mostly against their will, are the causes of our pain.  
—Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey (Zondervan, 2006), 71.
##
I was in graduate school at Vanderbilt. I had left the family and children in the little parish I served and moved into a little room to prepare for those terrible comprehensive exams. ... I would go every night about 11:30 or 12:00 to a little all-night diner — no tables, just little stools — and have a grilled cheese and a cup of coffee to take a break from my studies. ...
Then I noticed a man who was there when I went in, but had not yet been waited on. I had been waited on, had a refill and so had the others. Finally the man behind the counter went to the man at the end of the counter and said, “What do you want?” He was an old, gray-haired, black man. Whatever the man said, the fellow went to the grill, scooped up a little dark patty off the back of the grill, and put it on a piece of bread without condiment, without napkin. The cook handed it to the man, who gave him some money, and then went out the side door by the garbage can and out on the street. He sat on the curb with the 18-wheelers of the night with the salt and pepper from the street to season his sandwich.
I didn’t say anything. I did not reprimand, protest, or witness to the cook. I did not go out and sit beside the man on the curb, on the edge. I didn’t do anything. I was thinking about the questions coming up on the New Testament. And I left the little place, went up the hill back to my room to resume my studies, and off in the distance I heard a cock crow.
—Fred Craddock, Craddock Stories (Chalice Press, 2001), 48-49.
##
(According to Joseph T. Hallinan, author of Kidding Ourselves: The Hidden Power of Self-Deception...)
“There’s a so-called ‘overestimation bias’ among men. It’s pretty well-established among sex researchers — men generally think they’re more attractive to women than women rate them,” he says before adding that “there’s also a bias in terms of IQ — everyone thinks they’re smarter than the average person even though, of course, that can’t always be true.” We also, apparently, all tend to misremember our GPAs as higher than they actually were. But rethinking self-deception isn’t just necessary because we’re more susceptible to this Lake Wobegon effect (“where all the children are above average”) than we allow ourselves to believe, but also because overestimating our looks, charm and skill may not always be a bad thing.
While smashing your rose-tinted glasses can be terrible for your mood, putting them on can be great for your confidence. “Under the right conditions, if you’re able to deceive yourself, it’s what keeps you going,” Hallinan says. “If when the going gets tough you’re able to fool yourself into thinking things will work out, there can be an upside to this, and it’s actually measurable, quantifiable and can improve your performance in given situations.”...
“Self-deception is a psychological immune system,” Hallinan concludes, “but instead of attacking germs like the body’s immune system does, it helps us stave off things that cause us to be unsuccessful in life, like depression. We have a built-in way of looking at the world, rose-colored glasses, that ultimately is very helpful.”
—Jessica Stillman, “Why a little self-delusion is a good thing,” Inc., July 24, 2014. inc.com. Retrieved September 14, 2019.
##
People thought this was a good thing. We would no longer have to look at all those hostile faces, all those hate-filled stares. No more fear. No more anguish. We would live among Jews, among brothers. ...
Most people thought that we would remain in the ghetto until the end of the war, until the arrival of the Red Army. Afterward, everything would be as before. The ghetto was ruled by neither German nor Jew; it was ruled by delusion.
—Elie Wiesel, Night: A Memoir (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2017), 12.
##
A man who lies to himself, and believes his own lies, becomes unable to recognize truth, either in himself or in anyone else, and he ends up losing respect for himself and for others. When he has no respect for anyone, he can no longer love, and in him, he yields to his impulses, indulges in the lowest form of pleasure, and behaves in the end like an animal in satisfying his vices. And it all comes from lying — to others and to yourself.
—Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (Random House, 2003), 55.
##
I was visiting in the small town where my boyhood had been spent, Hannibal, Marion County. Several of us got together in a secret place by night and formed ourselves into a military company. One Tom Lyman, a young fellow of a good deal of spirit but of no military experience, was made captain; I was made second lieutenant. We had no first lieutenant, I do not know why, it was so long ago. There were 15 of us. By the advice of an innocent connected with the organization, we called ourselves the Marion Rangers....
Now we approached a log farmhouse where, according to reports, there was a guard of five Union soldiers. Lyman called a halt, and there, in the deep gloom of the overhanging branches, he began to whisper a plan of assault upon the house, which made the gloom more depressing than it was before. We realized with a cold suddenness that here was no jest — we were standing face to face with actual war. We were equal to the occasion. In our response there was no hesitation, no indecision. We said that if Lyman wanted to meddle with those soldiers he could go ahead and do it, but if he waited for us to follow him he would wait a long time.
Lyman urged, pleaded, tried to shame us into it, but it had no effect. Our course was plain in our minds, our minds were made up. We would flank the farmhouse, go out around. And that was what we did.
—Mark Twain, recounting his brief experience as a Confederate soldier, after which he deserted along with half of his misfit unit, in “The private history of a campaign that failed,” 1885. classicshorts.com. Retrieved September 14, 2019.
##
“[U.S. Army Sergeant Bowe] Bergdahl’s story is complicated: The Army has charged him with desertion, but questions still abound about why he walked away from his military outpost in southeastern Afghanistan in 2009 and what happened after he was captured by the Taliban.
Bergdahl’s story came back into the spotlight in the summer of 2014, after President Obama’s administration decided to exchange five Taliban prisoners from Guantanamo Bay for Bergdahl’s freedom. ...
As Serial host Sarah Koenig explains, Bergdahl doesn’t sound like he’s avoiding answering tough questions; instead, he sounds like he’s really trying to explain what happened. ...
Bergdahl also explains that he left his post to try to stir controversy in order to get the attention of top military officials so he could explain problems he saw in the Army.
He said he realized quickly that he was “in over my head.”
“Suddenly, it really starts to sink in that I really did something bad. Or, not bad, but I really did something serious,” Bergdahl says.
—Eyder Peralta, “Featuring interview with Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, ‘Serial’ Season 2 is (finally) here,” NPR.org, December 10, 2015. npr.org. Retrieved September 14, 2019. On November 3, 2017, after pleading guilty of desertion, Sgt. Bergdahl was dishonorably discharged from the Army.

Commentary
Matthew 26:31-35
Given the solemnity of Maundy Thursday, it is fitting to consider the import of Jesus’ dialogue with his disciples in this text. While an analysis could move in any number of directions, this commentary will focus on three features of the passage. The first section examines Jesus’ application of an Old Testament prophecy from the book of Zechariah. The second block offers some reflections concerning Jesus’ remark related to his post-resurrection rendezvous with his disciples in Galilee. The third portion addresses the impassioned exchange between Jesus and Peter.
Immediately before this brief narrative, Jesus and his disciples celebrate the Passover in which Jesus transforms some of the meal’s traditional elements and infuses them with new meaning during the Last Supper (vv. 17-29). After singing a hymn, conceivably from the Hallel (Psalms 113-118), Matthew reports that “they went out to the Mount of Olives” (v. 30). As they approach the garden of Gethsemane (cf. v. 36), “Jesus says to them, ‘You will all become deserters because of me this night’” (v. 31a). Setting aside other plausible explanations for the disciples’ conduct that evening (e.g., fear, confusion), Jesus states that their desertion fulfills Scripture, “For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, / and the sheep of the flock will be scattered’” (v. 31b; cf. Zechariah 13:7). 
Jesus’ appeal to the prophecy from Zechariah is captivating in that it inverts the ancient prophet’s view of “the shepherd” and imperceptibly thrusts the disciples into an impending crucible that will test them. In its original textual setting, “the shepherd” is evil, “worthless” and the one “who deserts the flock” (Zechariah 11:17a). Indeed, the ancient prophet is so wholly repelled by “the shepherd” that he declares, “May the sword strike his arm and his right eye! / Let his arm be completely withered, / his right eye utterly blinded!” (Zechariah 11:17b). Based on his unmitigated abhorrence of “the shepherd,” it makes sense for the prophet to call for the shepherd’s slaughter in his subsequent repudiation: “‘Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, / against the man who is my associate,’ says the LORD of hosts. / Strike the shepherd, that the sheep may be scattered; / I will turn my hand against the little ones’” (Zechariah 13:7).
In Zechariah, “the shepherd” is a villain who deserves condemnation, but in Matthew, Jesus, the righteous one, is “the [good] shepherd.” Despite being innocent, he will be treated as a criminal and condemned to death, and when this injustice takes place the disciples flee. But this is not the end of the story, for in their desertion they will be refined and purified, which will prepare them for service in the kingdom of God.
To be sure, Matthew doesn’t explicitly state or allude to the preceding suggestion. Even so, if the prophetic word from Zechariah about the shepherd is fulfilled, then it seems reasonable to expect that the entire prophecy will be realized, “And I will … refine them as one refines silver, / and test them as gold as tested. / They will call on my name, / and I will answer them. / I will say, ‘They are my people’; / and they will say, ‘The LORD is our God’” (Zechariah 13:9). In sum, Zechariah’s prophecy not only foreshadows the disciples’ flight but also offers a credible word of redemption and hope.
After Jesus cites Zechariah’s prophecy, he immediately bolsters the implicit hope mentioned above when he foretells, “But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee” (v. 32). Although his disciples are about to abandon him, Jesus wants them to know — to remember — that he will go to Galilee and join them there. But why does Jesus plan to go to Galilee and direct his disciples to do the same?
The previous query demonstrates the laconic nature of Scripture in this second block. In other words, biblical narratives are full of gaps that invite readers to ponder their meaning, and in this specific case, Matthew doesn’t provide any explicit explanation for Jesus’ remark. It is simply an enigmatic reference. However, there are hints in the gospel that perhaps illuminate Jesus’ directive regarding the reunion in Galilee.
For instance, until 19:1, most of the recorded events occur in and around Galilee. Other than Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, the familial exile in Egypt, his temptation in the wilderness and an occasional excursion to surrounding territories, Jesus’ ministry takes place in Galilee. Moreover, Galilee is where Jesus calls his first four disciples (cf. 4:18-22), and it seems probable that many, if not most, of the remaining eight apostles are also Galileans. Finally, after they desert Jesus at his arrest and watch the Romans crucify him, it’s understandable they would to return to Galilee. For what better salve for them than to return home as they attempt to make sense of what they had just witnessed in Jerusalem. Given all this, it’s no surprise that Jesus “will go ahead” of his disciples and return to Galilee. 
Turning to the third portion, Peter clearly hears Jesus’ censure and his recitation of Zechariah’s prophecy: the apostles, all of them, are going to desert Jesus. Peter, however, immediately pushes back. He absolutely rejects this outcome despite Jesus’ appeal to a revered Old Testament prophet, saying, “Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you” (v. 33). Peter not only rejects Jesus’ reprimand, he also dismisses Jesus’ explanation for their desertion — it is “because of me” that you will flee. With resounding conviction, Peter rejects this unimaginable prospect. Although there might be justifiable reasons to run away in other extraordinary circumstances, it will never be “because of you,” Peter adamantly affirms. Jesus, however, refutes Peter and his resolve, “Truly I tell you [sing.] this very night, before the cock crows, you [sing.] will deny me three times” (v. 34). In sum, Peter will not only desert Jesus, he will also deny him three times. 
In this moment, Peter doesn’t recognize that he is already being tested, refined and purified as the prophet Zechariah declared long ago. Jesus is — as he has done before (e.g., 16:21-23) — shaping Peter into the apostle who will be the principal prophet during the nascent days of the church. In the face of Jesus’ rejoinder, Peter again declares his unequivocal allegiance, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you” (v. 35a). Lest anyone is tempted to malign Peter more than the other apostles, note well Matthew’s final observation, “And so said all the disciples” (v. 35b).
Despite claims to the contrary, no one really knows how he or she will respond in a crisis. And although Jesus knew how his disciples would react, it is impossible for any of us to know with absolute certainty whether one will abandon or deny Jesus when facing a comparable moment of testing. Beyond that, the irony of Peter’s and the other apostles’ declaration — “Even though I must die with you … And so said all the disciples” is that most of them did eventually die for Jesus if Scripture and later church traditions about them are believed (cf. Acts 12:1-3). Ultimately, some measure of grace is due Peter, the other apostles and all Jesus’ disciples who are being tested, refined and purified so that they can proclaim, “The LORD is our God,” as Zechariah declared long ago.

Conversation with the Children:	Matthew 26:31-35
“What are some of the things we know about the life of Jesus?” We know that he worked in his father’s carpentry shop (clarify that he built things out of wood with his father). He traveled a lot. He didn’t ride a horse, or go by car. He walked. Sometimes he sat on the back of a donkey. He didn’t have much money. He had special friends who traveled with him. He died on a cross. Jesus also performed miracles. What are some of the miracles Jesus performed? (What is a miracle?) He fed 5,000 people with only five loaves of bread and two fish. He walked on water. He healed the sick and the lame and the blind. Jesus also talked to lots of people. What did Jesus talk about? He talked about life and love. On the night before he died, this very night more than 2,000 years ago, he met with his disciples and they had dinner together for the last time. Jesus gave his friends bread and wine and told them to remember him every time they ate bread and wine. He also gave them a new commandment. They were supposed to love one another as he has loved them. This is why we’re meeting tonight: To remember that Jesus asked us to love one another.

Alternative Conversation with the Children
Find a large prism and hold it in front of the kids. “Hey kids, anyone know what this is? It is made from glass that is shaped in a way that makes everything look weird. The cool thing is that it breaks up the light and makes rainbows on the other side.” Hold up the prism to a flashlight or turn it in the sunlight or stage lighting. In our lesson today, Jesus is talking to his disciples, and his friend, Peter, gets things all wrong. Peter didn’t know what was going to happen to Jesus or to him, so it was kind of like Peter was looking through this prism. You can see some things, but you don’t get it right. Jesus corrected him and set him straight. It almost sounds like Peter is going to be a failure in life. He denies Jesus. Was he a failure? Nope! Peter went on to be the very rock Jesus needed. He started lots of churches after Jesus died and rose. So Peter’s life was a lot like this prism. He got it wrong, because he really couldn’t see it clearly. But the light of Jesus that came through him, even though things were not perfect, was still beautiful. Do you know that Jesus can do the same for you? I’m not perfect. Are you perfect? Nope. No one is perfect. But the light of Jesus will make all of us beautiful, if we just let him shine through us!
—Rev. Greg Bouvier, Sheridan Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska.

Worship Resources
Calls to Worship — Lent
Leader: Welcoming God, we gather here today to worship and praise you. 
People: We gather in this sacred place where, over many generations, our forebears have gathered to worship God.
Leader: Responsive God, you hear our prayers, our sighs, our doubts and all our fears.
People: We give you our thanks for your loving awareness and care of us all.
Leader: We gather to again fulfill our commitments to our God in the presence of your people.
People: We offer our sacrifice, our homage, our gifts of praise and thankfulness to our God. Amen.
—Based on Psalm 116: 1-2, 12-29, Joan Stott, and posted on the Geelong City Parish UCA website. © 2011 Joan Stott – “The Timeless Psalms” RCL Psalm Year A. Used with permission.

Prayers — Lent
Prayer of Intercession for Holy Thursday
Leader: Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet. We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service.
People: Lord, hear us and humble us.
Leader: On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. We pray for the unity of your church ...
People: Lord, hear us and unite us.
Leader: On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through their ministry. We pray for the mission of your church ...
People: Lord, hear us and renew our zeal.
Leader: On this night, he commanded them to love, but suffered rejection himself. We pray for the rejected and unloved ...
People: Lord, hear us and fill us with your love.
Leader: On this night, he reminded them that if the world hated them, it hated him first. We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith ...
People: Lord, hear us and give us your peace.
—Based on John 13:1-20; 17:1-26, and posted on the Oremus website, oremus.org.

Benedictions — Lent
So may the blessing of the God who calls the people out of Egypt call us out from our comfort and our safety to embrace a journey of challenge and risk. 
May the blessing of the Son who kneels and washes our feet call us out from our comfort and our safety to embrace and serve those we meet on the journey. 
May the blessing of the Spirit who weaves dreams of a new community call us out from our comfort and our safety to provide welcome and hospitality to strangers as well as friends.
—Rev. Dr. Clare McBeath and Rev. Tim Presswood. Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday website, churchofscotland.org.uk.

Hymns
O the Depth of Love Divine
O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus
Jesu, Jesu

Worship and Praise 
Eat This Bread
Behold the Lamb
I Surrender (Hillsong)
The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Maundy Thursday, Cycle A
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14*
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Corinthians 11:23-26*
John 13:1-17, 31b-35*
 Matthew 26:31-35 in not an RCL text for Maundy Thursday. 
*Go to Scripture Index for additional treatments of these texts.
