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Matthew 28:1-10
The Cross, the Tomb and the Stone
The history of the world cannot be told without a visit to Calvary and the garden tomb.

##

EASTER
RESURRECTION

##

[TOC]
Neil MacGregor of the British Museum has written a book about the history of the world based on artifacts found in the museum. It’s a good scheme, but unfortunately the British Museum does not have in its possession the most critical artifacts without which a history of the world cannot be properly written.

AT A GLANCE:
The director of the British Museum tells the history of the world by using 100 objects found in the museum. But can the history of the world truly be told without mentioning a certain cross, tomb and stone? These cannot be found in the British Museum, but they tell a story that changed the course of history.

EDITOR’S PICK:
For material based on today’s epistle text, see “A Grave Solution,” April 16, 2017.

For alternative material pertaining to Acts 10:34-43, see “Putting Back the ‘Fun’ in Funeral.”

Neil MacGregor has been director of the British Museum since 2002. 
One day, he got to looking around. Of course, he does this all the time, but on this particular day, his brain started to create an unusual framework for everything he saw. In the British Museum, there are tens of thousands of objects, perhaps hundreds of thousands, and thousands more that are not on display but in vaults and in the basement, in nooks and crannies.
MacGregor and his pals thought that perhaps the history of the world could be told through the artifacts in their museum. And so this is what he attempts to do in his book, A History of the World in 100 Objects.
The first object is the “mummy of Hornedjitef,” followed by the “Olduvai stone chopping tool.” The chopping tool is thought to be between 1.8 million and 2 million years old, and is the oldest object that “humans ever consciously made.” It comes from Africa.
In the period during which much of Old Testament history takes place, MacGregor mentions the “gold coin of Croesus,” minted in Turkey about 550 B.C. Yes, this is the same Croesus as King Croesus of Lydia, who was so fabulously rich. MacGregor discusses coinage and the Lydian contribution to commerce and trade.
Divisional headings in the book move the reader from 2,000,000–9,000 B.C., 9,000–3,500 B.C., and so on, into A.D., up to “The World of Our Making, A.D. 1914-2010.” This is the type of book that you can pick up and put down. There’s no plot, really. And the chapters are quite short.

Here’s the thing: This is a good book, but it omits mention of three items that arguably influenced history in ways that almost beggar description. 
What are those items, you ask?
The objects are the cross, the tomb and the stone, that is, the stone that was rolled away to reveal an empty tomb. 
Without the cross, there is no tomb; without the tomb, there is no stone; and without the stone, there is no empty tomb; without the empty tomb, there is no resurrection; and without the resurrection, “we are of all people most to be pitied” (1 Corinthians 15:19). 
In terms of MacGregor’s project, clearly — and there can be no argument about this — one cannot tell a history of the world without mentioning these objects. You really can’t do it. Moreover, the three of them are a set. Remove one, and the value and significance of all three disappears like smoke in the wind. 
MacGregor’s problem, of course, is that he doesn’t have any pieces of the True Cross, the tomb or the stone in his museum. His book tells the history of the world with only the materials he has on hand. So, he cannot be faulted for the omissions. And as we said, it is a fascinating book as written. Still …
He doesn’t have a cross, a tomb or a stone or pieces thereof.
But we do.
No, not actual pieces, but the cross, the tomb and the stone are integral aspects of our faith story.

The Cross
Perhaps a measure of the significance of the cross for Christians is its long history of veneration. Tradition has it that the True Cross was discovered by Saint Helena a few years following her son’s remarkable victory over Maxentius at the Battle of the Milvian Bridge in A.D. 312. (For more details, see the Animating Illustrations.) Since then, pieces of the True Cross have multiplied like Jesus’ five loaves and two fishes, and fragments of the True Cross now reside in reliquaries around the world, including a church in Dickinson, Texas. 
Another superficial proof of the impact of the cross is its ubiquitous manifestations in jewelry. The cross appears in earrings, cufflinks and on necklaces. It is inked onto the bodies of men and women in some stunning displays of tat work. 
The cross is a symbol of a religious impulse so powerful that unbelievers often sue to have it removed — even from private property — deeming it to be offensive.
Prior to Jesus’ death, the cross was just a means of executing felons or political dissidents. Nothing more.
Had Jesus not died on a cross, Pauley Perrette, Zoe Kravitz, Ashlee Simpson, Avril Lavigne, Maxwell, et al., would not be bearing a cross tattoo. And it’s not likely that Colin Kaepernick’s body would bear tattoos of several Bible verses, the word FAITH and a cross.
But this is cultural stuff.
The meaning of the cross runs deeper. The cross of Christ was a stunning declaration of unconditional love, ultimate sacrifice, and victory over sin, death and the devil. 
The cross just changed everything. It stands as the hinge-point of history and cannot be ignored, unless you’re writing a book about objects in the British Museum.
In his apostolic exhortation, Pastores Gregis, Pope John Paul II described the cross as a tree of life because the cross is the story of the seed that falls to the ground and dies, later to come to life. The Bible explains that the cross offers to the world forgiveness, reconciliation and hope. So transformed and enthralled are we by the cross that we’ve created icons and oil paintings that laud and honor the love and sacrifice represented by the cross. And poets and hymn writers have put pen to paper to immortalize the meaning of the cross, as in the hymn “In the Cross”:
Jesus, keep me near the cross,
There a precious fountain —
Free to all, a healing stream —
Flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.
Refrain:
In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever;
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Or, we might sing a worship song like Chris Tomlin’s “At the Cross (Love Ran Red)”:
There’s a place where mercy
Reigns and never dies
There’s a place where streams
Of grace flow deep and wide
Where all the love I’ve ever found
Comes like a flood comes flowing down
Chorus 1
At the cross at the cross, I surrender my life
I’m in awe of You, I’m in awe of You
Where Your love ran red and
My sin washed white
I owe all to You, I owe all to You, Jesus.

The importance or centrality of the cross for our faith cannot be overstated.

The Tomb
But without the tomb, the cross fades to nothing more than a heroic story in which the prophet or the hero is killed and evil wins.
Like the cross, the tomb is also important to our faith. But why?
Because a tomb is where you put dead people.
And Jesus was dead.
Do we really get that? Jesus was dead.
He didn’t faint. He didn’t have a near-death experience. 
He didn’t die on the cross, have an out-of-body experience and come back to write a book about heaven being real that stayed on the Jerusalem Times Bestseller List for 113 consecutive weeks, the profits of which guaranteed a sunny financial future for him and his mom and extended family for generations to come.
The tomb is important because Jesus died. He was dead. And dead people in Jesus’ times were put in tombs. 
If Jesus wasn’t dead, then the cross is a sham, and the resurrection is gone, too.
For no more than three days, the tomb is where the dead, lifeless body of Jesus lay in repose, like a corpse in the Chicago City Morgue. 
It is also the place where the dead Jesus underwent a transformation, for when we encounter the resurrected Jesus, we discover a Jesus not just alive, not just with a body, but with a glorified, otherworldly body. Barbara Lundblad, Joe R. Engle Professor of Preaching at Union Theological Seminary in New York City, puts it this way: “Jesus is not resuscitated from clinical death. In John’s gospel, Jesus raised his friend Lazarus from death. Lazarus did come walking out of the tomb, and Jesus asked his friends to unbind him. Lazarus was resuscitated; he came back to life as he had known it before. He wasn’t more alive than he had been before, and he would someday die. But the earliest witnesses bear testimony to Jesus who was transformed — who was alive in a new way beyond the limits of time and space.”
The tomb is the site where something amazing happened that prefigures our own future transformation at the great day of resurrection at the end of time. “What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. … the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality” (1 Corinthians 15:42-44, 52, 53). 

The Stone
The stone that sealed the tomb is not in the British Museum. It is not mentioned in MacGregor’s book outlining a history of the world in 100 objects.
But this stone, this enormous chunk of limestone hewn and shaped to fit snug against the opening of the tomb, is of huge importance to Christians. 
It is the stone which could not contain the Son of God or resist the unfathomable power of God. The stone was rolled away. 
The guards posted at the tomb had one job to do. No one, but no one, touches the stone. The tomb is sealed. Keep it that way, or heads will roll. 
If the stone rolls, your head rolls.
Here is the biblical record of the conversation: “The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, ‘Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, “After three days I will rise again.” Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, “He has been raised from the dead”, and the last deception would be worse than the first.’ Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.’ So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone” (27:61-66). 
And yet, come Easter morning, the stone is rolled away, and the tomb is empty.
The tombstone becomes the touchstone.
What is a touchstone? A touchstone is a small, dark-colored tablet of stone with a finely grained surface. From ancient times, assayers — those who tested the value of precious metals like silver or gold — would use touchstones to determine the purity and value of the nuggets miners brought to them for inspection.
Precious metals are comparatively soft. When a piece of silver or gold is scraped across a much harder touchstone, it leaves a mark behind. Expert assayers could tell from that mark the nature of the nugget, but also make an informed guess as to what degree of purity it was.
The stone rolled away from the entrance of Jesus’ tomb functions for us as a sort of touchstone. In and of itself, it is unremarkable. But because of who came in contact with it and how, it reveals the greatest of all treasures.
That stone signifies the power of God, reveals Easter in all its glory and helps us understand the cross with all of its degradation. 

The cross, the tomb and the stone tell a history of the world not found in most history books. These objects describe a pivotal moment in history, which changed its course.
All of this is really interesting. It has the potential to increase our faith and expand our sense of awe and wonder. It reminds us to praise God and thank God for this amazing rescue operation that all, including the disciples, said had zero chance of succeeding.
The larger question for us on Easter Sunday is to what extent the cross, the tomb and the stone have changed our own personal histories. 
What difference does it make to us that Jesus died on the cross? Does it matter that he suffered?
What difference does it make that Jesus lay dead in a tomb for three days?
What difference does it make that on Easter morning the stone was not snug and sealed against the opening on the tomb? 
The answers to these questions will allow the preacher to send the people of the congregation to the Easter dinner table pondering in a new way how God desires to change the course of their own personal histories.
Greg Bouvier, Timothy Merrill, Mic Thurber, Melanie Silva and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Takeaway: God desires to alter your own personal history.

Sources:
MacGregor, Neil. A History of the World in 100 Objects. Penguin Books, 2012.
“Shrine of the True Cross.” Truecrosschurch.org. Retrieved September 15, 2019.
“Touchstone (assaying tool).” Wikipedia.org. Retrieved September 2, 2019.

Animating Illustrations
Here’s one version of the True Cross.
When the body of Jesus was removed from the cross, to prevent his followers from finding it, the cross was thrown in a ditch or well, and then covered with stones and earth.
In the year A.D. 312, almost 300 years later, while Constantine, who had not yet converted to Christianity, was in combat with Maxentius for the throne of the Roman Empire, he prayed to the Lord God of the Christians to help him in his battle. In answer to his prayer, a sign appeared in the sky. A luminous cross was seen with the words, “BY THIS SIGN YOU WILL CONQUER,” (in Latin, “IN HOC SIGNO VINCES”) inscribed on it.
Constantine won the battle over Maxentius. Indebted to God for his victory at the Milvian Bridge on October 28, 312, Constantine commanded that the sign of Christianity be placed on the Roman standards and on the shields of all the soldiers.
Then, on September 14, 326, Emperor Constantine’s mother, Saint Helena, found in Jerusalem the True Cross on which Jesus was crucified. The legend of the story of the discovery of the True Cross is that when visiting the holy places in Palestine, Saint Helena was guided to the site of the crucifixion by an aged Jew who had inherited traditional knowledge as to its location. After the ground had been dug to a considerable depth, three crosses were found, as well as the superscription placed over the Savior’s head on the cross and the nails with which he had been crucified. The cross of the Lord was distinguished from the other two by laying the crosses on a dead youth who was revived by the touch of the third cross.
Today, one may visit the Basilica di Santa Croce in Gerusalemme (The Holy Cross in Jerusalem), located in Rome, in which a sizable portion of the Holy Cross is enshrined along with numerous other associated relics of the Passion, including a large portion of the sign that had been placed on the Cross with the words: “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.”  
##
Lili Reinhart has a tiny little cross tattoo on her pinkie finger. She got it done in June 2016, sharing a video of the session on her Twitter and captioning it “Impulsive.” 
Despite her tweet, the tattoo was not an impulsive decision. Lili thinks about all of her tattoos for a long time before getting anything permanent. “I come up with an idea, wait 1 year, and if I still like it I’ll get it.” In this case it was even longer than her 1-year waiting period. Back in 2011, she said that if she ever got a tattoo, “I think it’d be about God. Maybe a little cross or a Bible verse.” And in 2014 she wrote, “Getting an arrow and a cross for sure, also the name of my dog when she passes away.”
##
It was a Celtic cross given to [my congregation, the First Presbyterian Church of York, Pennsylvania] by its former pastor. Dr. Ernest Campbell had traveled in Scotland and bought the cross at the Iona community as a gift of gratitude to the congregation he loved. It was a beautiful cross, set in a block of Scottish granite.
Sadly, the cross had been lost. People talked about it, remembering how beautiful it was, but we had all looked high and low, to no avail. Somehow we had lost the cross, and the loss was on my mind on that rainy Friday morning.
I heard a knocking downstairs at the door of the church office building. Thinking it might be a delivery or a church member in need, I went down and answered the door. To my surprise, there stood one of our youth, soaking wet but wearing a broad smile. He was holding the cross — the cross that had been lost! Our youth group was spending the day cleaning out an old garage slated for demolition to expand the church’s parking. There, in the rubble and refuse, they found the cross. And in the rainy gloom of a Good Friday!
Many times over the years I’ve thought of that day. Are we in danger of losing the cross? At a megachurch in the city where I live, there is a very large worship center where no cross is clearly on display. When a friend asked where the cross was, she was told that one could be found in the gift shop. How is it that there is no cross where they worship?
Perhaps they have followed the advice of church growth experts who basically say no church that continues to preach the cross will grow because in today’s American culture, we are more interested in success than in sacrifice. 
Contemporary wisdom advises us that the cross is a downer, and people won’t be attracted to such images of death. If we are losing the cross, aren’t we also losing sight of why hope is possible?
—Blair R. Monie, Seven Days to Glory: Holy Week, in Being Reformed adult curriculum series (Presbyterian Publishing House, 2011).
##
Nothing in the Easter narrative, nothing in Scripture’s subsequent reflections, nothing in the church’s history or our own experience, permits us for a moment to cancel the cross, or forget the grave because of the displaced stone.
—Alan E. Lewis, Between Cross & Resurrection (Eerdmans, 2003), 74.
##
The 2008 Scottish-Canadian film, Stone of Destiny, is based on real historical events. It tells of how, in 1950, a group of Scottish nationalist students succeeded in liberating the famed Stone of Scone — also known as the Stone of Destiny — from its resting place under the royal throne in London’s Westminster Abbey: the place where British monarchs are crowned. They spirited it away to Arbroath Abbey, Scotland, the place of the signing of the Declaration of Arbroath and an important site in the Scottish nationalist cause.
The stone was soon recovered and moved back to Westminster Abbey, but the protestors had made their point.
Theirs was an act of great symbolic significance, because the Scottish kings were historically crowned while sitting on that ancient stone. It had been stolen from Scotland by the English King Edward I in 1296 and placed in Westminster Abbey. Except for the days following the 1950 heist, it has remained there ever since.
In the film, Ian Hamilton, the Scottish nationalist who cooked up the plot, has this to say about the stone:
“It was only a rock, a big lump of sandstone, you might pass right by it, but to us, it was a symbol of our freedom, of our independence. We all knew about it of course, we learned as children how it was the Scottish stone of kings, but they took it from us. And as a nation I suppose we’d forgotten about it. Time does that. It was history.”
Let us never forget the other stone of destiny, the one that blocked the entrance to Jesus’ tomb.
##
I’ve heard this Easter gospel many times, but this year I was caught off guard by the angel sitting on the stone. Oh, I remembered the angel — all four gospel writers talk about an angel or sometimes two. But only Matthew draws this particular picture — “... an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.” Can you see it? The angel rolled back the stone and sat on it! Sat right down as though the stone were a bench in the park, or the cemetery. I can almost hear the angel laughing — “Do you see this stone? This great stone was rolled in place to close the tomb. This great stone not only closed the tomb, but was later sealed by soldiers sent on Pilate’s authority. This great stone was a sign of finality, earthly authority, power and death. Look! I’m sitting on the stone and the tomb is empty!”....
No amount of research at the empty tomb will reveal Jesus. The women who came to the tomb didn’t see Jesus there. Jesus didn’t come walking out of the tomb leaving his grave clothes behind. New Testament scholar Luke Johnson reminds us that the resurrection of Jesus is not resuscitated from clinical death. In John’s gospel, Jesus raised his friend Lazarus from death. Lazarus did come walking out of the tomb and Jesus asked his friends to unbind him. Lazarus was resuscitated; he came back to life as he had known it before. He wasn’t more alive than he had been before, and he would someday die. But the earliest witnesses bear testimony to Jesus who was transformed — who was alive in a new way beyond the limits of time and space. ...
The angel wants us to see that the very stone of death has been rolled away, turned over, transformed into a pulpit for proclaiming the resurrection gospel. Jesus is not memory but presence, presence which continues to transform the forces of death all around us. Sometimes when we dare to start walking toward Galilee we begin to see.
—Barbara Lundblad, “Transforming the Stone,” Day1.org, April 4, 1999. Retrieved September 2, 2019.
##
Those who are familiar with the Harry Potter novels and films know what Platform 9¾ is. It’s a railroad platform in London’s King’s Cross Station: the place where young wizards board the magical steam train that takes them to Hogwart’s School of Witchcraft and Wizardry for a new academic term.
The “3/4” designation is significant because the platform is actually located between the station’s platforms 9 and 10. The muggles — non-wizards — who throng platforms 9 and 10 have no idea the secret wizards’ platform is there.
To get to Platform 9¾ you have to pass through a solid brick wall on the regular railroad platform. You have to back up, then charge forward, pushing your luggage-cart, full force, toward that blank wall. A painful collision seems imminent, but this is a magical passageway to an unseen world, so the young, aspiring wizards slip right through.
The stone that once blocked the entrance to Jesus’ tomb is like that brick wall. To those who rolled it into place, it appeared solid, immovable: but it was no match for the insistent life-force slowly growing and gathering strength behind it. At the right time, Jesus stepped right through that opening the wisdom of the world considered impassable.
Author J.K. Rowling has never explained why she chose King’s Cross Station — among the several London train stations — as the location of this fictional threshold of another world. But, intentional or not, we can discern theological significance in her choice: for to get through the impassable barrier you must first pass by the King’s cross.
##
(There’s a whiff of resurrection in this news story about the border fence: the barrier wasn’t rolled away, exactly, but international goodwill found a way to get through it, all the same.)
A stretch of the border wall between the U.S. and Mexico was adorned with a set of pink seesaws this week — allowing children (and grownups) to play together across the barrier. The event was “filled with joy, excitement and togetherness,” says architect Ronald Rael, a leader of the project.
The seesaws were installed on Sunday, when their steel beams were eased through the slats of the tall fence that divides Sunland Park, N.M., from Colonia Anapra — a community on the western side of Ciudad Juárez in Mexico.
“Everyone was very happy and excited to engage the seesaws,” Rael says via email, describing the mood at Sunday’s event. And while he admits to being a little nervous about the completion of a project that had been brewing for 10 years, he says it went off without a hitch. ...
The seesaws were created by Rael and fellow architect Virginia San Fratello; the two are partners in a design firm. By installing playground toys, they sought to tweak the meaning of a border fence. ...
“U.S. Border Patrol did not have a problem with it, nor did soldiers from Mexico,” Rael says.
The bright pink teeter-totters brought a new chance to see the border through the eyes of people who live along the divide — and for those people to see each other in a new light, even if their view was confined by tall steel slats.
—Bill Chappell, “See-saw diplomacy lets people play together along U.S. border wall,” npr.org, July 30, 2019. npr.org. Retrieved September 2, 2019.

Commentary
Matthew 28:1-10
One unique feature of the resurrection account in Matthew’s gospel is the way the evangelist frames the period of Jesus’ death by references to earthquakes. Only a few sentences before recounting the earthquake when Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary” (i.e., “Mary the mother of James and Joseph”; 27:56) approached the tomb as dawn was breaking (28:1-2), there is an account that at the moment Jesus died the “earth shook ... rocks were split ... [and] tombs also were opened” with the result that “the saints who had fallen asleep were raised” (27:51-52). Already at that point, the evangelist stated, “After his [Jesus’] resurrection they came out of the tombs” (27:53), thereby ending any suspense (not that there’s any indication he believed his readers would be in suspense) about how the story would ultimately end. Substitute “roll[ing] back the stone” (v. 2) for splitting rocks, and all these same details are found at the moment of Jesus’ resurrection.
We cannot know for certain what the evangelist hoped to communicate by relating the story this way, but one likely possibility is that he wanted to forge Jesus’ death and resurrection into a singular event. There was no period of uncertainty about whether those who opposed Jesus and his message of good news would prevail. The moment of death is the very moment of resurrection. What appeared as the moment when God had “forsaken” Jesus (27:46) is actually the moment when God was already at work bringing about the surest sign that the messianic age itself was dawning through the resurrection of the dead.
If these earthquakes are unique to Matthew, this gospel features one other detail that’s common to the NT witness about the resurrection and is too often lost in its subtlety on modern Christians. Notice that in every instance when the act of resurrection is mentioned — whether of “the saints who had fallen asleep” or of the angel’s proclamation concerning Jesus — the verb appears in the passive voice (, “[they] were raised,” 27:52; , “he has been raised,” v. 6). The passive voice could be used as a way of avoiding explicitly naming God as the subject who performs the action. To say that Jesus and the saints “had been raised” is to say, “God raised Jesus and the saints from death.” 
The NT is consistent in both its insistence that God raised Jesus and its refusal to describe the resurrection itself. So, for example, here in Matthew there is ambiguity about why the angel rolls the stone back from the tomb entrance. Notice there is no statement that once the stone is rolled back Jesus is at last able to walk out of the tomb. This account is distinct both from what Matthew earlier recounts about the saints (who must not only have their tombs opened but also await Jesus’ own resurrection before they may exit their tombs) and from the account in the non-canonical gospel of Peter, in which angels not only open the tomb but support a still-weakened Jesus between them as they lead him out. So, does the angel remove the stone for Jesus’ benefit or for the benefit of the women so they can see that the tomb is empty and so have confirmed for themselves that God has indeed raised Jesus? (See especially v. 6b.) Either way, in the NT, the means whereby God raised Jesus remains a mystery. His resurrection isn’t something directly witnessed but rather witnessed to because of its effects.
Bearing witness to God’s having raised Jesus is the repeated emphasis of the second part of this lectionary reading. Having announced the resurrection, the angel directs Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to take that announcement to “his disciples” and to direct them that Jesus will be seen in Galilee rather than in the environs of the tomb (v. 7). Jesus himself will reinforce this directive to the women in almost verbatim repetition (substituting the first person and more intimate “my brothers” for the third person and more descriptive “his disciples”; v. 10). Although the idea that Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances should take place in Galilee rather than in the area surrounding Jerusalem may stem from Matthew’s use of Mark (see Mark 16:7; cf. John 21:1), the particular emphasis on Galilee (see vv. 7, 10, 16) is more pronounced in this gospel. Given the evangelist’s insistence that Jesus not only brought God’s presence into the world during his ministry (“‘they shall name him, Emmanuel,’ which means, ‘God is with us,’“ 1:23) but continuing on after his resurrection (“I am with you always, to the end of the age,” v. 20), the emphasis on Galilee may be a reminder that the ministry Jesus began there is to be continued by his disciples, who recognize his continuing presence among them.
A careful look at the connections between Matthew’s and Mark’s accounts also reveals some interesting differences in the portrayal of the women’s response to the news of Jesus’ resurrection. The somewhat abrupt ending of Mark concludes with the women’s failure to fulfill their charge: “They said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid” (16:8). While Matthew preserves the women’s “fear” as they leave the tomb, he combines that fear with “great joy” (v. 8). Notably, however, he still doesn’t report that they actually fulfilled the charge. He does recount how they “worshiped” Jesus when they met him near the tomb (v. 9), but even though he repeats the charge, there is no report that they fulfilled it. The inference is there because “the eleven disciples” do go to Galilee, where they indeed see the risen Jesus (vv. 16-17), but in the narrative space where we would expect to hear how the women shared the news of resurrection with the disciples, we instead find a story about a plot to discredit such reports (vv. 11-15). 
If the women are filled with “great joy” and even “worship” Jesus when they encounter him, why doesn’t Matthew explicitly recount how they spread the news of Jesus’ resurrection? Again, certainty can only elude us, but one possibility is that he wants to make clear that the women cannot ultimately complete this charge. All those who receive this news with “fear” and awe — who are filled with such “great joy” that they “worship” the risen Christ — must “go ... and make disciples of all nations.” And they will be able to fill the silence as they remember that Jesus will be with them always, “to the end of the age” (vv. 19-20).
*Go to Scripture Index for additional commentaries on this text.

Conversation with the Children: Matthew 28:1-10  
Prior to the worship service, recruit a child who is a Girl Scout or Boy Scout, and an adult who is a Scout leader or who was in scouting. Your focus is the Scout promise or oath. Ferret out details about it. Perhaps a child can recite it. Review aspects of the promise, such as to obey Scout laws, do what is right for God and country and help other people. Point out that obeying these promises is a lot to promise! Jesus also made promises to us and asked us to make some promises. What did Jesus ask us to do? Jesus asked us to love one another. (Refer to other rules that the Bible offers.) And what did Jesus promise us? He promised he would be with us always, even to the end of time. He said he would not leave us desolate or alone. How do we know that this is true? Because we are celebrating Easter, and Jesus rose from the dead, just as he promised. 

Worship Resources
Calls to Worship — Easter
Leader: On this glorious Easter Day, we have come to celebrate the greatness of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
On this great day, we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord.
My sisters and brothers, let us rejoice: Alleluia!
People: Alleluia, alleluia, Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of creation.

Leader: On this most holy of days, the One whom men had thought to destroy has risen triumphant from the tomb!
My sisters and brothers, let us rejoice: Alleluia!
People: Alleluia, alleluia, Jesus has died and is risen.

Leader: On this holy day, we celebrate our new life in the risen Christ. Through the death of Jesus, the weight of our sin has been lifted from us. Through his glorious resurrection, we have become sons and daughters of God.
My sisters and brothers, let us rejoice: Alleluia!
People: Alleluia, alleluia, come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior.
—Wellspring Liturgies, wellsprings.org.uk

Invocations — Easter
Creator of life, in raising Christ Jesus up, through, out of and beyond the chains of death, you opened for us the way to eternal and abundant life. May our alleluias on this day float high above the ceiling of what we think we know and transcend to the heaven of what we believe — and thus live.
Raise us up!
Renew our lives!
Resurrect our dreams!
Through Jesus Christ our Living Savior,
Amen.
—Karen Turner, Lifeway website. lifeway.com.

Prayers — Offertory
Bountiful God, we come with our offerings in response to your love. With the new life in Christ, we give ourselves in service to others.
With the energy bestowed by the Spirit, we seek to inflame all your people with a zeal for your way. Receive the work we do and the gifts we bring, that they may become a blessing in your sight.
—The Worshiping Well blog.  stephenmfearing.wordpress.com.

Hymns
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today! Alleluia!
Lo, in the Grave He Lay
Christ Is Alive

Worship and Praise 
Because He Lives
In Christ Alone
Forever (We Sing Hallelujah)
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Easter Sunday, Cycle A
Acts 10:34-43*
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24*
Colossians 3:1-4*
Matthew 28:1-10*
*Go to Scripture Index for additional treatments of these texts.
