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SUMMARY
We usually put too much emphasis on our current selves. Jesus’ ministry reminds us that we should align ourselves with God’s future — and put our future selves in charge.

AT A GLANCE
Jesus was focused on God’s work in the future, and this orientation gave him great power. The same is true for individuals and congregations: a focus on crucifixion and resurrection in the future enables us to show sacrificial love and experience new life.

ALTERNATE READINGS
For material based on today’s epistle text, see “Frontier Citizenship,” March 17, 2019. 

Imagine yourself 10 pounds thinner. With no credit card debt. And an ability to speak a foreign language.
Your current self — the person you are right here, right now — cannot achieve these goals. But your future self can do it.
So why not put your future self in charge?
Katherine Milkman is a behavioral economist at the Wharton School. She is very interested in how daily decisions are affected by whether the current self or the future self is making the choices. Now, this is not to say that any of us can hop into a time machine and jump into the future. But we can decide to make choices with a focus on the current day … or a future day.
Milkman has explored how people buy groceries online. Specifically, she has looked at what people order when they buy for next-day delivery, compared with what they order for delivery three days in advance. The current self buys for next-day delivery. The future self buys for three days in the future.
And what has she found? People spend much more money when they buy for immediate consumption, and they tend to purchase less nutritious food. “If you buy for rush,” says Milkman to Psychology Today, “you buy junk.”
Yes, it’s true. Your current self buys Twinkies and potato chips. After all, they taste great — right now! Your future self, on the other hand, buys whole grains and raw vegetables. When you make a plan to eat better in the future, you tend to buy food that will support a nutritious diet.
Your future self is much more rational and restrained than your current self. Your future self wants to benefit from a balanced diet, while your current self will eat anything that tastes delicious. Your future self wants to have zero credit card debt, but your current self craves a new television. Your future self wants to learn a foreign language, while your current self gets bored after 15 minutes of an instruction program.
So, what can you do? Put your future self in charge! Make a grocery list and stick to it. Pay down your debt each and every month. Spend 30 minutes a day on language study — no exceptions!
“The more certain the future is,” says Psychology Today, “the more power it has.” So, make the future certain. Give it power in your life. Put your future self in charge of your current, daily decisions!
Jesus had an amazing ability to make choices from the perspective of his future self. When he was traveling toward Jerusalem, some Pharisees said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you!” (Luke 13:31). These Pharisees may have wanted to help Jesus, or they may have wanted to hurt him. It’s hard to tell. But regardless of their motivation, they are speaking to his current self. “Get away from here” — now! “Herod wants to kill you” — today!
Most of us would panic if we heard such a message. We would drop everything and run for our lives. But Jesus put his future self in charge. “Go and tell that fox for me,” he says, “‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work’” (v. 32). Jesus has an agenda for what he is doing: Today and tomorrow, cast out demons and perform cures; in three days, finish his work. Jesus has put his future self in control, not Herod.
Jesus moves forward because he knows that his future has to align with God’s future. “I must be on my way,” he says to the Pharisees, “because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem” (v. 33). Jerusalem is a holy city, the site of Israel’s temple, but it is also a city with a history of violence toward prophets: Uriah and Zechariah were killed there, and maybe even Isaiah. Jesus knew that he would die in Jerusalem, just as his follower Stephen would be stoned there.
Soon after Peter made the bold statement that Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus told him and the other disciples that he must “undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised” (Luke 9:22). For Jesus, the future self was always in control.
Remember, the more certain the future is, the more power it has. Jesus knew that he must suffer and be killed, and on the third day be raised. This made his future powerful.
After stating his intention to travel to Jerusalem, Jesus offered a lament over the city, a passionate expression of sorrow. “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it!” he cried out. “How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” (Luke 13:34). Jesus knew that he would be killed in Jerusalem, but this horrible fate did not mean that he hated its people. Instead, he desired to show them motherly love and protection, along the lines of a hen sheltering her chicks in a time of danger. 
Jesus showed them the compassion that a mother has for her child (Isaiah 49:15), but the people turned away from him. As a result, they would have to face the consequences of their choices. Then he predicted that they would not see him until Palm Sunday, when a multitude of disciples would say, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord” (Luke 13:35). 
Every step of the way, Jesus was focused on God’s work in the future. On good days and bad, this orientation gave him great power.
So, what is the message of this passage for us, as we make our way through the season of Lent? What would it mean for us to put our future selves in charge, as individuals and as a congregation? More than anything else, we need to live each day with a focus on crucifixion and resurrection, just as Jesus did.
We keep crucifixion in our future by remembering that Jesus said, “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13). Keeping the cross in front of us means that we focus on service to our neighbors, following a Lord who said that he “came not to be served but to serve” (Matthew 20:28).
The American writer Jay Parini says that “Jesus never meant to found a formal church with rituals and organized practices, to ordain priests, or to issue doctrinaire statements that formed a rigid program for salvation. Other than ‘follow me,’ his only commandment was ‘to love one another as I have loved you.’”
When we follow Jesus, we keep crucifixion in our future. When we love one another, we practice the same kind of self-giving love that Jesus demonstrated when he died for us. The cross shows us just how far Jesus will go to show us how much he loves us.
As individuals, we move toward the cross when we love each other with a Christ-like love. As a congregation, we focus on crucifixion when we measure our success in terms of feeding the hungry, housing the homeless, healing the sick, visiting prisoners, and welcoming strangers (Matthew 25:35-36).
With the cross in our future, we are filled with great power. But the crucifixion is not the end of the story. Jesus moved from cross to empty tomb, from death to resurrection, and so can we.
The path to the empty tomb is a journey to new life. When our future self is focused on resurrection, it is open to transformation. Jesus “wished for us to experience a change of heart …” says Parini, “… a shift into a larger consciousness, a life-enhancing awareness of the mind of God.”
When we keep the empty tomb in our future, we expect to be changed. This means becoming people who can forgive others because we have been forgiven by God … who can welcome strangers because we have been welcomed by Christ … who can act boldly because we have been filled with the power of the Spirit of God. With a focus on resurrection, we know that nothing in all creation, not even death itself, “will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39).
For most of us, a focus on the present day keeps us trapped in fears, suspicions, and resentments. But a focus on the day of resurrection? That opens up new possibilities. As individuals, we can forgive, welcome, and act in ways that we never thought possible. And as a congregation, we can put aside our institutional worries and boldly share the grace, love, healing and hope of Jesus Christ.
The ministry of Jesus reminds us that if we put too much focus on our current self, we hurt ourselves and our church. But what if we put our future self in charge, focusing on crucifixion and resurrection? Then we can love one another with sacrificial love, and experience new life.
In this season of Lent, let’s keep our focus on the future that matters to Jesus.
—Henry Brinton and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.
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THE OTHER TEXTS 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
What Does the Text Say?
In this week’s text, we read the strange and surprising account that records God’s establishing the divine covenant with Abram. This Abram had first been introduced genealogically back in 11:27. In chapter 12, the Lord first begins communicating with Abram, and utters the divine promise that this simple shepherd will become the father of a “great nation” (12:2). In obedience to God’s directives, Abram moves out of his home territory. Yet, Abram could not help but notice that his life lacked a crucial component necessary for him to become the father of this promised “great nation.” He had no son, no heir, no one to whom to pass on any inheritance. As chapter 15 opens, Abram experiences yet another vision/visit from God. Abram finally dares to bring up his little problem to Yahweh. Abram points out that the only “heir” who currently stands to continue Abram’s household after his death is neither blood kin nor even a free man. It is “Eliezer of Damascus … a slave born in my house” (vv. 2-3). God responds by again assuring Abram that he will have offspring. God offers Abram a divine challenge by directing his attention to the stars of the night sky: “Count them.” Could Abram do so, he would know the number of descendants that eventually will trace their ancestry back to him.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
But God, Here’s the Thing … Verse 6 is the linchpin of Protestant sola fidei theology, the apostle James notwithstanding (see James 2:23-24). “And he believed the LORD.” Abram already had believed in Yahweh. He believes in the reality that was Yahweh. But could he trust, believe, commit to the word of Yahweh? Yes. “He believed the LORD.” God, seeing this, credited Abram with righteousness. So, God and Abram are in a good place. But this does not mean that the human in this divine-human relationship does not have questions. God earlier had made this grand promise to Abram about how he will be the father of a great nation, and that in Abram all the families of the earth would be blessed (12:2-3). Abram — who believes the Lord — is now curious. “But God, here's the thing … I continue to be childless … you have given me no offspring …” (vv. 2-3). And so, the conversation begins. The good news is that God loves conversations with his people. You might argue, based on the Genesis creation account, that the sole reason for the very existence of human beings is that they provided the potential for conversation. That didn’t work out so well with Adam and Eve, but it appears to be working with Abram. How about with you? Do you believe God? Okay, then. What would you like to talk about? If you’re going to have a good relationship with God, you’re going to have to talk. Abram did; we should, too.

Psalm 27 
What Does the Text Say?
Psalm 27, like most of the psalms in this section of the Psalter, is completely Yahwistic in its theological orientation. Referring to the deity as “my light” (v. 1) is unique to this passage. That the Lord is someone’s “salvation” is an idea found frequently in the OT (especially in the Psalter and the book of Isaiah).
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Fear and Waiting in My Daily Life. Verse 1 poses two rhetorical questions, the answers to which are: No one and nothing. Whom shall I fear? Of whom shall I be afraid? No one. The psalmist tacitly admits that fear is the natural response to such realities as “evildoers,” “adversaries,” “enemies,” “war” and “false witnesses.” Such things would strike fear in the hearts of most mortals — except those for whom God is one’s “light,” “salvation” and “stronghold.” But there’s a hitch. Sometimes it requires a process. We must be willing to be taught and led on a “level path” (v. 11). And this requires patience. “Wait for the LORD,” the psalmist advises. Do not get ahead of the Lord. Before or after the sermon, have your soloist sing Frances Allitsen’s classic version of “The Lord Is My Light.” The opening verses of this psalm have been recorded by Andraé Crouch, the Cambridge Singers conducted by John Rutter, and many others. 

Philippians 3:17–4:1 
What Does the Text Say?
The imperative that Paul issues in verse 17 (“Join in imitating me”) may at first appear to be boastful, as though Paul is showing off his own credentials. If that is what you think, you’d be right. He has earned the right to say, “Pay attention, people! Watch how I do this. You could learn something.” The reason for this imperative is made immediately clear. While verse 17 offers friendly encouragement, verses 18 and 19 warn of others, “enemies of the cross of Christ,” who are antagonistic to this version of post-Judaism known as “the Way,” and whose followers were sometimes known as Christians. The claim in verse 19 that “their god is the belly” could be a reference to issues of food purity, such as those that Paul addresses in Romans 14 and 1 Corinthians 10. Paul is warning his audience that when focus is diverted away from Christ to issues of food and drink, this reflects a concern for “earthly things.” The pericope, although short, is a dense text. It calls the Philippians to model their lives after Paul (and ultimately after Christ), warns against enemies who would be opposed to this goal, clarifies political realities in terms of Christ’s lordship, makes promises of future glory and offers encouragement to remain rooted in Christ. Despite the many things that Paul is doing here, though, the foundation for everything is the work of God in Christ and Christ’s ultimate triumph over earthly realities.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
“The Art of Being an Influencer,” or “The Apostle Paul, Influencer.” Bruno Mars, Nicki Minaj, Lady Gaga, Barack Obama, Adele, Dwayne Johnson, Justin Bieber, Ariana Grande and Katy Perry. You may recognize some of these names, but probably not all. They are among the world’s most popular influencers on social media. Lady Gaga, for example, has 210 million followers. More than half of the most-followed influencers come from the music industry and behind that from the sports world. With 517 million followers, no one has more influence than Cristiano Ronaldo, the Portuguese soccer player who plays for Manchester United and captains their national team.
This is germane, because in the world of influencers, the apostle Paul is light years ahead of anyone else. Billions of followers who identify as Christians have been influenced by this native of Tarsus. Discussing the world of influencers is also pertinent because the apostle himself advises the Christians of Philippi to follow him. “Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you have in us” (3:17). He uses the word imitate, but he might as well be saying, “Follow me.” Essentially, he’s saying, “Use the product I use; buy the stuff I am selling; do it the way I’m doing it.” Paul, who never claimed to be perfect  far from it  urges others to follow his example. If they do, they will learn how to forgive and be forgiven, to endure hardship, and not to get invested in personal quarrels. 
We, too, are influencers. We may not have 100 million followers or even 100, but we are being watched. How might our choices and behaviors influence people to make a decision for or against being a follower of Jesus?

ANIMATING ILLUSTRATIONS
##

Hal Hershfield, a psychologist at UCLA, has studied the impact of having a “future self” concept on present decision-making. What he’s found is that it’s good to see your future self as a different person than who you are today. When you see your future self as a different person, with different perspectives and preferences, then you can make present decisions based on what your future self would want. These decisions may go counter to what you actually would prefer in a given moment. For example, your current self may want to eat a bag of doughnuts, but if you consider what your future self would prefer, you may come up with a different decision. 
—Benjamin Hardy, “The science-backed ‘Future Self’ strategy can pave the way to greater success,” Fast Company, June 23, 2020, www.fastcompany.com.

##

The communist lecturer paused before summing up. His large audience listened fearfully. “Therefore,” he said, “there is no God; Jesus Christ never existed; there is no such thing as a Holy Spirit. The Church is an oppressive institution, and anyway it’s out of date. The future belongs to the State; and the State is in the hands of the Party.”
He was about to sit down when an old priest near the front stood up. “May I say [three] words?” he asked. … The lecturer, disdainfully, gave him permission. He turned, looked out over the crowd, and shouted: “Christ is risen!” Back came the roar of the people: “He is risen indeed!” They’d been saying it every Easter for a thousand years; why should they stop now?
—N.T. Wright, Following Jesus: Biblical Reflections on Discipleship (Grand Rapids, Mich.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1994), 54.

##

	Most players skate to where the puck is. I skate to where the puck will be.
—Wayne Gretzky, hockey player

##

	In the office of Kabul Now, the English-language section of the Etilaat-e-Roz news agency where I work, phones were ringing as the Taliban advanced. 
	My mother called me, crying. “Put on your long dress. The Taliban are everywhere.” 
	I thought she was joking. “Mom, it's OK! My dress is not that short!” But it was. 
	She started shouting. “You’re not listening to me!”
	A rumor spread that President Ashraf Ghani had left the country. Soon no one could focus. Men who came to work that morning in suits came back later in peran tunban, the traditional long shirts and loose trousers. The Taliban were in the presidential palace by now, but we didn’t know. 
	Early in the afternoon, I decided to go home, but my colleague stopped me. He said I couldn’t leave without a male escort. That’s when I knew it was real. 
	I took a car most of the way. The shops, bustling just that morning, were closed and the streets nearly empty. At Taj Begum, the owner had locked the door and smashed all the hookahs. A truck loaded with Taliban flew by. I walked the last few minutes alone. The few men I saw stared at me for a long time.
	At the apartment, I hugged my mom. She said, very slowly: “Your dress is short.”
[Fatema Hosseini, an Afghan journalist who works for USA Today, describing how the future abruptly moved forward, invading the present, on the day she realized she had to leave her native country immediately. With the help of some friends who referred her to Ukrainian NATO troops, she was able to do so, at great risk: bluffing her way through the desperate crowd outside the airport gate, flying to Kyiv on a Ukrainian military flight, and eventually on to Washington, D.C.]
—Fatema Hosseini and Kim Hjelmgaard with Kelley Benham French, “Staying could mean death. The escape nearly killed her. How one woman fled Afghanistan for freedom,” USA Today, September 30, 2021.
https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/news/world/2021/09/30/afghanistan-evacuation-fatema-hosseini-escape-taliban-checkpoints-kabul-airport/5822817001/.
Retrieved September 30, 2021.

##

	The Kentucky poet and farmer Wendell Berry is a well-known agrarian and fierce advocate of small towns, family farms, and loving care of the land. He is also, curiously, an opponent of all attempts to predict the future. Regarding the idea of the future, he says, “I won’t grant it much standing,” and, as for predicting the future, “I won’t grant it much respect.”
	Why? Don’t we depend upon predictions of the future? Who would know whether to take an umbrella to work were it not for experts forecasting the weather? How would we know whether to buy a Honda or a Ford if the consumer magazines didn’t provide predictions of reliability? How could economists do their work without prognoses of the markets? What would cable TV discuss were there no political polls?
	For Berry, though, since we cannot really know the future, shrouded as it is in mystery, all predictions are merely projections cantilevered from the past, guesses cast forward from what we already know and have experienced. What is more, the motives underlying predictions are suspect, reflecting a deep hunger to protect ourselves from the unknown, to exert ultimate control over life, to eliminate all unpredictability and surprise. …
	What about the ultimate future? In Luke, Jesus tells us there will be future wars, earthquakes, famines, and plagues. Well, knowing history, we could have predicted that. But then he tells us that at the end of all things there is a surprise. Don’t look down, Jesus says. Look up, and you “will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. … Stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:27-28).
	Who could have imagined that? Only Jesus, the one who has come, is with us now, and is Lord even of the surprising future.
—Thomas Long and Donyelle C. McCray, A Surprising God: Advent Devotions for an Uncertain Time (Westminster John Knox, 2021), 3-5.

##

	I don’t try to describe the future. I try to prevent it.
—Ray Bradbury, describing his craft as a science fiction writer

##

	A man climbed a tall tower and stepped inside to find it all dark. As he groped around, he came upon a circular staircase. Curious to know where it led to, he began to climb, and as he climbed, he sensed a growing uneasiness in his heart. So, he looked behind him and was horrified to see that each time he climbed a step, the previous one fell off and disappeared. Before him the stars wound upward and he had no idea where they led; behind him yawned an enormous black emptiness.

—Anthony de Mello, Heart of the Enlightened: A Book of Story Meditations (Crown, 2012), 13.

##

COMMENTARY 
Luke 13:31-35
On the second Sunday in Lent, Luke 13:31-35 strongly connects our Lenten journey to Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51–19:28). The passage is a continuation of 13:22-30, which records Jesus’ traveling “through one town and village after another, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” (v. 22). Here, Jesus specifically discusses the likelihood that expectations will be defied with respect to those who will be welcomed in and those who will be left out come judgment day. Heavenly standards will confound the earthly status quo. In the midst of this lesson — “At that very hour” (v. 31) — Pharisees enter the scene to warn Jesus that Herod is seeking to kill him.
This warning is the source of speculation regarding the intent of the Pharisees. Because their own authority is thrown into question by much of what Jesus teaches, 13:22-30 included, the Pharisees are typically portrayed as being in tension with him. Thus, it is surprising that Luke depicts them — “some” (v. 31), at least — as cautioning Jesus about Herod. Perhaps the Pharisees are merely taunting Jesus. But they may very well be concerned for his safety, suggesting that not all Pharisees are unbendingly at odds with Jesus (witness Nicodemus in the gospel of John and examples of hospitality extended to Jesus by Pharisees in Luke 7:6, 11:37 and 14:1).
Less open to speculation is Herod’s dire threat. Herod, of course, stands to be one of the biggest losers when the earthly status quo is disrupted. He has already met the prophetic challenge of John the Baptist with lethal force (9:7-9). Because of his own prophetic presence, Jesus has also made his way onto Herod’s enemies list. Having withstood temptation posed by the devil in the wilderness (4:1-13), Jesus now faces the temptation of avoiding the wrath of a despot.
Jesus responds by not succumbing to fear. He is defiant, dismissively referring to Herod as “that fox” (v. 32), one who is sly and not to be trusted. Jesus is doing holy work, “casting out demons and performing cures” (v. 32), and he instructs the Pharisees to tell Herod that this work will go on until it is accomplished. Moreover, Jesus makes it clear that this work is integral to the overall task of making his way to Jerusalem, a task he “must” (dei) pursue (v. 33a). Here, dei connotes a necessity corresponding to carrying out orders, in this case a divine mission (see Luke 2:49; 9:22; 22:7).
Jesus must be on his way, “because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem” (v. 33b). This concludes the passage’s focus on Jesus versus Herod, and does so with a hint of sarcasm consistent with Jesus comparing Herod to a fox. This caustic remark can be viewed as being directed at Herod in the sense of suggesting that Jerusalem will do away with Jesus before Herod gets the opportunity himself. (Herod resides in Galilee, not Jerusalem.) The remark is also plainly directed at Jerusalem, and thus serves as a point of transition in the passage from Jesus versus Herod (13:31-33) to Jesus’ lamentation over Jerusalem (13:34-35).
It is not clear how prevalently prophets were slain in Jerusalem. There are some biblical examples (see Jeremiah 26:20-23; 2 Chronicles 24:22-24) and at least one near miss (see Jeremiah 38:4-6). Certainly, here in Luke, as well as in Matthew (see Matthew 23:35-37), a tradition of such violence is presupposed and Jerusalem is, generally speaking, the logical venue for officially sanctioning crackdowns on religious zealots who are rocking the boat.
In Luke 13:34, the tone shifts from caustic to poignant when Jesus laments that Jerusalem rejects prophets and is unwilling to be gathered up to take part in the reign of God he proclaims and demonstrates. The imagery here is striking. Common stones are used to thwart and squander the precious resources of the prophets and those sent by God. The courageous nurturing of the hen stands in contrast to the cunning self-interest of the fox — not only Herod but also, by implication, the authorities in Jerusalem whom Jesus will face. Instead of the fox raiding the chicken coop, here the hen is taking a stand in the fox den.
Because of the resistance Jesus identifies in 13:34, lamentation turns into a twofold warning in 13:35. Jerusalem will be left to its own resources (“your house is left to you”), and Jesus will not be seen until he is welcomed with the affirmation, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”
Several aspects of Luke 13:31-35 are worth further consideration.
First, there is the matter that the action takes place prior to the arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem. This is not an issue with regard to the Jesus versus Herod scenario in 13:31-33. However, Luke’s placement of Jesus’ lamentation is much earlier than Matthew’s location of it (Matthew 23:37-39), occurring after Jesus is situated in Jerusalem during Holy Week. Underscoring this is how Luke 13:35b reads, “you will not see me until,” and Matthew 23:39a reads, “you will not see me again” [emphasis added]. Matthew’s version makes more sense chronologically, especially in light of how the children of Jerusalem “were not willing” (v. 34, emphasis added) to be gathered by Jesus. The contradiction here is countered by two plausible factors operating in Luke’s narrative. Jesus’ repeated desire (“How often have I desired to gather your children,” v. 34) could readily enough be anticipatory. More likely is the reality that Jesus actually has interacted with Jerusalemites who have left the city to join the crowds witnessing his ministry out in the countryside (see 6:17), and so he already has some familiarity with the children he longs to gather.
Another feature has to do with 13:35b, “And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’” This is a multilayered verbal cue. “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord” connects back to Psalm 118:26, which, because of the association this verse has with celebrations of Passover, further connects to the ongoing salvation history first experienced by the people of Israel. “Blessed is the one” likewise moves us forward in the Lucan narrative to Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem (19:38. Note: here “king” replaces “one”). Moreover, 13:35 points even further into the future to the consummation of history in that “you will not see me until the time comes” echoes Jesus’ words to his disciples at the Last Supper, when he tells them that he will not join them in eating the Passover “until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God” (22:16), and will not drink of the fruit of the vine “until the kingdom of God comes” (22:18).
One last point to consider is the reference to both “today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work” (v. 32b) and “today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way” (v. 33a). Here we have a compelling intermingling of holy time and everyday time. On the one hand, “on the third day” is language synonymous with the resurrection, and “I must be on my way” relates to the necessity of Jesus’ divine mission. At the same time, the progression of days from the present into the future speaks to the integrity and tenacity of carrying out an ongoing, day-by-day commitment to serving holy purposes. This is what Jesus does and what he gathers us to join him in doing during Lent and in every season of our Christian journeys.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Luke 13:31-35
Hold up a pad of paper and ask the children to help you make a list of all of the names that are given to Jesus. Suggest that they begin with Christ, and then include Lord, Son of God, Savior, Emmanuel, Word of God, Good Shepherd, Lamb of God, King of Kings, etc. The children may offer others as well. Then add the name “hen,” and see if the children agree. Tell them that Jesus said to the city of Jerusalem, “How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings” (Luke 13:34). Have them guess what Jesus means by this. Suggest that Jesus wants us to gather together as a community, he wants to love us as his children, and he wants us to be safe under his protection. Ask them how this makes them feel. Point out that this happens every time we come together for worship. We are all together in one place, we feel the love of Jesus, and we are protected and safe. Encourage the children to look for opportunities to be close to Jesus and each other, and to remember that Jesus is not only our Lord, but he is our mother hen!

WORSHIP RESOURCES
Calls to Worship — Lent
Leader: Come home, home to the embrace of God.
People: We are walking the Lenten path from past errors to future possibilities.
We are walking from haunting memories to a new day.
We are walking from troubling fears to a new hope.
Leader: Come home, taste the goodness of God, hear the love of God, and feel God’s tender grace.
People: We are walking toward wholeness.
We are on the path of joy, and our hearts are filled with thanks and praise.
Leader: Come home this day; dwell with Christ in this holy place and in God’s amazing grace.

Prayers — Lent
O Divine Whisper, we listen best with our hearts. We hear the wisdom of the trees and the truth that whistles through the canyons. We hear the tears of a hurting friend and feel the joy of a kind word. We walk in Lent with our heads bent to hear your holy whispers. We journey with hearts open wide to receive your tender grace. We sojourn in Lent with hands outstretched to grasp your pull toward a future of justice and peace. With all our senses and with an open heart, we travel in the springtime of your love and follow the path to Easter joy. Amen.

Benedictions — General 
Christ Jesus has made us his own. Press on toward the goal of knowing Christ and the power of his resurrection. Press on to that upward call of God in Jesus Christ.
May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord be kind and gracious to you, and look upon you with favor. May the Lord grant you peace. Amen.

MUSIC LINKS
Hymns
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Great Is Thy Faithfulness
O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High
Worship and Praise* 
House of the Lord (Wickham)
How Deep the Father’s Love For Us (Austin Stone Worship)
Because He Lives (Shane & Shane)
*For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

LECTIONARY TEXTS
Second Sunday in Lent, Cycle C
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3:17–4:1
Luke 13:31-35
