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SUMMARY
An encouraging word is a ministry all by itself, and it’s one we can all engage in. 

AT A GLANCE
Sometimes a word of encouragement is all that stands between us and giving up, breaking down or simply living in sadness. Encouragement is the right thing to do — and the Christian thing to do.

ALTERNATE READINGS
For material based on today’s New Testamenttext, see “Peter’s First Sermon,” April 23, 2017. 

Sabith Khan is a professor at a university in Southern California. But two years ago, he also became a student when he signed up for online Arabic classes offered by an Egyptian company.
The class was a one-on-one learning experience, conducted over Zoom. And early on, Khan told his teacher that he had struggled in previous attempts to learn the language.
“We are all students, my friend,” his teacher said. “Don’t worry; I am here to teach you. You are a very hardworking student, and it is my pleasure to help you.” It felt strange to Khan to take on the role of a vulnerable student in need of help. But his teacher eased his discomfort, complimenting him for his efforts and the smallest progress. Hearing praise from his tutor’s lips made him surprisingly happy and confident, and that led him to consider that perhaps he had been too stingy in praising his own students, believing that excessive praise “made students complacent, even lazy.” 
He wondered whether he might be a more effective teacher if he learned to be more generous with sincere words of encouragement. So, he changed his own teaching approach. “Every time I grade my own students or evaluate their work critically (as I must), [my teacher’s] example comes to mind,” Khan said, “and I remember to pause and praise them publicly — every so often — even as I offer constructive criticism.” He believes his new practice creates a better learning environment.

The Power of Encouragement
For Khan, the power of encouragement was a new discovery, made by being encouraged himself. But the idea that encouragement is empowering to people who are struggling has been around for centuries. We read from the first chapter of 1 Peter today, where the apostle by that name speaks encouragingly about Christian hope to people who are suffering for their faith. Peter praised his readers, saying, “In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith — being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire — may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed … for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”
Near the end of this letter, Peter says more about his purpose for writing: “I have written this short letter to encourage you …” (5:12).
Many people in our world today, including many of us in our own churches, need some support. Life is difficult, and it’s too easy to get buried under problems that come our way. Sometimes a word of encouragement is all that stands between us and giving up, breaking down or simply living in sadness. One of our Homiletics writers, now retired and sitting in the pews more often than standing in the pulpit, mentioned recently that he was surprised how few sermons of encouragement he heard. “There were lots of sermons on ‘love your neighbor,’ which, of course, is a critically important teaching of our faith,” he said, “but sometimes we could use a little praise for the sincere attempts we make to actually do that.” About the same time, our colleague was driving through Maryland and noticed a church named “The Ministry of Encouragement,” and it struck him as a great name for a location where Christ is shared. That’s because, as Nashville pastor Ray Ortlund puts it, “Encouragement is what the gospel feels like as it moves from one believer to another.”
The New Testament verb translated as “encourage” is parakaleō, which can also be rendered as “to comfort,” “to console,” or “to exhort.” Ortlund adds that “encouragement is about the life-giving power of our shared beliefs and our shared life in the Lord.”
Also, the noun form of parakaleō is the word Jesus used in John 14:26 to refer to the Holy Spirit. In our English Bibles, that word is variously rendered as “helper,” “companion” or “comforter.”
In his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul tells his Christian readers to “encourage one another and build up each other” (5:11). We should not miss the “one another” part of that instruction, for it paints a picture of what the church should be. We should not only “encourage one another” but also “love one another” (John 13:34–35), “live in harmony with one another” (Romans 12:16), “welcome one another” (Romans 15:7), “greet one another” (Romans 16:16), “have the same care for one another” (1 Corinthians 12:25), “forgive one another” (Ephesians 4:32), “confess our sins to one another” (James 5:16), “pray for one another” (James 5:16) and so on.

Encouragement in Action
One place we see encouragement in action is when children do something in the church, such as play a role in the Christmas pageant, sing a solo or even hand out the bulletins as worshipers enter the sanctuary. Church adults are often quick to praise or encourage the kids, and it’s a great thing that they do. We seem to sense that kids benefit from an encouraging word, but in fact, we all do. It’s an open question about who benefits most from praise: the person being praised, the person doing the praising or observers of the praise. All three can be beneficiaries.
One pastor tells how an adult church member nervously agreed to be the liturgist for a Sunday service, even though he didn’t enjoy public speaking. But after the service, a few “good job” comments from fellow members helped him understand that he had contributed to the worship that morning. He wasn’t eager to do it again, but he no longer felt his effort was an embarrassment if he did.
There is, of course, a difference between praise and flattery, between positive reinforcement and manipulation, and we should be careful about our motives when we praise someone. But generally, encouragement is the right thing to do — the Christian thing to do — even if we aren’t sure about our motivations. 

Be an Encourager
What’s the opposite of being an encourager? Being overly critical, dismissive and disparaging, among other things. And sometimes it helps us change when we realize that’s what we are doing. A man we’ll call Dwayne tells of sitting in a restaurant with his grown son. When the son was a teenager, he had gotten into drugs and bad company, which created a lot of stress in the family and anxiety for his parents. The father and son were both strong-willed and had often been at loggerheads during those years. But somehow, the son had gotten through his problems and eventually, as a grown-up, became a contributing member of society. 
While Dwayne and his son were waiting for their meals to arrive, they noticed an elderly couple come in and sit at a nearby table. The woman was overweight and appeared to be at least 80, but she was dressed like a cowgirl of 20, complete with a red Stetson, a western outfit and boots, and she also had on a good bit of glittery jewelry. 
Dwayne started to make a snarky remark about her appearance to his son, but the son stopped him, saying, “Don’t, Dad. Life is hard enough. Maybe what she’s wearing makes her feel good. And we’re not perfect either.” The father was smart enough to shut up and realize that his son was the one seeing things clearly. 
Dwayne became even more convinced of that the next day, when, while reading some devotional material, he came across these words from Ephesians: “Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear” (4:29).
A few days after that, Dwayne was sitting in a physical therapy facility, waiting his turn for therapy for a minor foot problem. While there, an older woman entered, moving slowly aided by a walker, and wincing in obvious pain. She sat down on a chair not far from Dwayne and after a few moments, the two began to talk. She asked Dwayne what he was there for, and he told her about his foot, and then she described the much more debilitating condition she had, and how her surgery had not helped as much as she had hoped. She explained that she was now relying on the therapy, but that it caused her significant pain. Wearily she added, “I don’t know how much more I can take.”
At that moment, Dwayne’s therapist stepped into the room and told him she was ready for him. For some reason, as he got up, Dwayne recalled his son’s comment in the restaurant. Then he turned back toward the woman, and said, “Don’t you give up! You can do this. God bless you.”
Sometimes the encouraging word is a ministry all by itself, and it’s one we can all engage in. 
—Stan Purdum and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.
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THE OTHER TEXTS
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
He is risen! Those three words are at the very core of Christianity. Without those three words, and the event they point to, there is no Christian faith, and no church, and the world is radically different. The other side of that resurrection coin is that, if he is risen, God did not abandon him to the grave, or as the NRSV puts it: “He was not abandoned to Hades” (2:31). The NIV has: “he was not abandoned to the grave.” This is a citation from Psalm 16 (see below), where the NIV rendering is the same (v. 10).
Jesus was not “abandoned to the grave,” and because he was not, neither shall we. 
The take-home message for this text could be twofold: 1) On one level, you stress the doctrinal importance of the empty grave. This is the core of our faith. 2) On another level, you bring the theological implications closer to home. We need not face the grave — our inevitable deaths — as a place to which we shall be abandoned. Refer to the Pauline exegesis of this theme in 1 Corinthians 15.
A story that might dovetail with this sermon is the Egyptian boy king, Tutankhamun, or King Tut, who was abandoned to the grave 3,300 years ago, albeit in grand style. Experts pried the sarcophagus open, resealed it, then opened it again, sending King Tut on tour around the world.
His body is blackened and shriveled, but still remarkably intact. But the salient point is that we’re looking at his body 3,300 years later. Go to nationalgeographic.com and do a search, and you’ll find stories and pictures you might be able to use to get this message going.
Peter’s sermon is about Jesus, not King Tut, and it’s also about you and me. The sermon is an eschatological whack-upside-the-head. Jesus was not abandoned to the grave, and neither shall we be abandoned to the grave.
You could throw in that abandonment was an issue that was very much on Jesus’ mind, and he spent a considerable amount of time with the disciples to remind them that in his absence, they would not be abandoned.
What Does the Text Say?
The pericope begins at 14a for no other reason than to announce that Peter is the preacher. It then skips the Old Testament citation (Joel) that Peter evokes and begins with his impression of Marcus Antonius: “Men of Israel, lend me your ears.”
The core of his message in verses 22-32 is that while the “(patriarch) David … died and was buried … his tomb is here … to this day” (2:29). But Jesus has not been abandoned to the grave. He is alive: “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses” (2:32).

Psalm 16 
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Verse 6 is a fabulous text with huge sermonic possibilities: “The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places” (v. 6). The KJV renders this more poetically: “The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.”
As a way of getting into the text, you need only reference some of the many border disputes that involve nations in wars and hostilities.
Or briefly discuss a surveying technology called LIDAR, which is an acronym for Light Detection and Ranging. The device uses a combination of laser and ranging technology to map changes in topography, especially along coastlines. The application to the text could go like this: How is one able to appreciate or know that the boundary lines have fallen in pleasant places? Light and ranging, i.e., God’s word and our experience. The Word is a measuring and guidance factor which, when brought to bear on our experience, reveals how providential God has been in God’s dealings toward us.
The verse needs some exegetical spadework, but it can be said here that, first, the psalmist is comparing his own lot to the priestly class, the Levites. Note verse 3: “As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight.” But he says that, like the Levites, to whom no land was allotted, to whom no literal boundary lines of any kind were given, “The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot” (v. 5). The writer says that the Lord is his lot. Second, the Lord is his portion, notwithstanding the boundaries that were set out for him — a reference again to the division of the land — have come down “in pleasant places.” Things have worked out rather well. He has a “goodly heritage.”
The sermonic piece, then, could be to urge the faith community to be thankful for their material blessings, for the “goodly heritage,” but to invite them to look beyond the temporal horizon and the post markers, to the Lord who is our “chosen portion.”
What Does the Text Say?
Reading the psalms is sometimes like reading Oscar Wilde. You read Wilde, and you’re amazed at how many clichés and quotations he uses! Reading this psalm is an example of that kind of experience.
“The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places” (v. 6).
“Because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved” (v. 8).
“You show me the path of life” (v. 11).

John 20:19-31 
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
No Slack for Doubting Thomas. It’s not unusual for preachers to cut Thomas some slack. The rehabilitation of Thomas has been going on for some time. We feel sorry for the guy. We argue that everyone has doubts. We suggest that doubt is a necessary part of the Christian experience. We think of doubt as a quality that stimulates theological discussion — that, in fact, helps us arrive at the truth. Yet, Jesus did not cut Thomas any slack. Why should we? This could be a sermon about good doubt and bad doubt. Thomas had bad doubt. To deny that is to suggest that Jesus was too hard on him. What is bad doubt? And what is the antidote for faithless discipleship?
What Does the Text Say?
This is the well-known “Doubting Thomas” text in which Thomas is used by John as a foil for what Jesus has to say about the nature of faith.

ANIMATING ILLUSTRATIONS
##

Vincent van Gogh is a household name, [but] he only sold one painting in his lifetime, to a Belgium art dealer seven months before he died. The reason he painted so many self-portraits is he couldn’t afford to pay any subjects to pose. In 1990, one of Van Gogh’s paintings sold for $148 million, and his works now hang in the finest museums in the world.
Imagine if Van Gogh had stopped painting because of a lack of validation in his lifetime.
Yet we increasingly live in a place where we look for instant validation. Write a post … if no one reads it, shares it or likes it, you and I are tempted to scrap it. And never write on the subject again. More than a few people have posted pics on Instagram, and if it didn’t get enough likes fast enough, they took it down.
Quantity of likes is beginning to shape the quality of our work. True, sometimes the fact that no one appreciates what you’re doing might be a clue it’s time to change direction. But also consider this: your best work might be something nobody appreciates, admires or even understands at first.
Never let the quality of your work be determined by the quantity of your likes.
—Carey Nieuwhof, “Why I’m Changing My Mind About Technology,” Careynieuwhof.com, August 19, 2021.
https://careynieuwhof.com/why-im-changing-my-mind-about-technology/.
Retrieved October 22, 2022.

##

It’s said that when money was short and things weren’t going so well with the Catholic Worker movement, Dorothy Day would encourage her staff by praying, “Our Lady of Cana, send us some wine!”

##

On the day when
the weight deadens
on your shoulders
and you stumble,
may the clay dance
to balance you. …
When the canvas frays
in the currach of thought
and a stain of ocean
blackens beneath you,
may there come across the waters
a path of yellow moonlight
to bring you safely home.
May the nourishment of the earth be yours,
may the clarity of light be yours,
may the fluency of the ocean be yours,
may the protection of the ancestors be yours.
—Excerpt from “Beannacht,” a Celtic poem of blessing by John O’Donohue. (A currach is the small animal-hide boat used by the ancient Celtic monks to cross the Irish Sea.) The full poem, which is suitable in all or in part for a benediction, may be found here:
https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poem/beannacht-blessing/.
Retrieved October 22, 2022.

##

William Barclay, the beloved Scottish theologian and Bible teacher, was rather hard of hearing. He relied on lip reading in close conversation but had real difficulty making out words spoken to him from far away.
After preaching in a Glasgow church one day, Barclay was greeting at the door when a man came up to him, shook his hand and said, “Dr. Barclay, I want to thank you for saving my life.”
Barclay was baffled because he couldn’t recall ever meeting the man. “I’m sorry,” he replied, “I don’t remember that.”
“One evening about a year ago, at dusk, I was sitting on the steps of the church, feeling dejected. I called out to you as you walked out of the church: ‘Life is terrible!’ I said. ‘I’m going to throw myself into the river and drown.’”
“You waved to me as cheery as could be and said, ‘Well, the best of luck to you!’ That comment brought me back to reality. I realized that killing myself would be foolish, and today, life is good.’”

##

There’s an old story about an artist who could observe, from his studio window, a panhandler plying his trade each day. He decided the man — whose shoulders drooped and whose eyes were downcast and sad — would make an interesting portrait study. So, he painted him from a distance.
When he was finished, he took the portrait outside and showed it to the panhandler, to see what he thought of it.
“Who’s that?” the man asked. To him, the painting bore a slight resemblance to himself, but what he saw on the canvas was different. Here was a person of dignity, with upright posture and bright eyes. Why, the man in the painting was almost handsome.
“Is that really me?” he asked. “I don’t look like that, do I?”
But the artist replied, “I paint what I see. This is the person I see in you.”

##

Are you successful at coaching your employees? In our years studying and working with companies on this topic, we’ve observed that when many executives say “yes,” they’re ill-equipped to answer the question. Why? For one thing, managers tend to think they’re coaching when they’re actually just telling their employees what to do.
According to Sir John Whitmore, a leading figure in executive coaching, the definition of coaching is “unlocking a person’s potential to maximize their own performance. It is helping them to learn rather than teaching them.” …
Recently, my colleagues and I conducted a study that shows that most managers don’t understand what coaching really is. …
The biggest takeaway was the fact that, when initially asked to coach, many managers instead demonstrated a form of consulting. Essentially, they simply provided the other person with advice or a solution. We regularly heard comments like, “First you do this” or “Why don’t you do this?” …
The skills the participants struggled with the most before the training were “recognizing and pointing out strengths” and “letting the coachee arrive at their own solution.”
—Julia Milner and Trenton Milner, “Most Managers Don’t Know How to Coach People. But They Can Learn,” Harvard Business Review, September 14, 2018.
https://hbr.org/2018/08/most-managers-dont-know-how-to-coach-people-but-they-can-learn.
Retrieved October 23, 2022.

##

About four years into their friendship, [J.R.R.] Tolkien and [C.S.] Lewis explored their love for ancient tales of gods and heroes through a literary society at Oxford called the Inklings, which met informally in a private back room, then called the Rabbit Room, of the Eagle and Child pub. … The Inklings would meet to discuss and workshop each other’s endeavors, and it was here that Tolkien and Lewis found inspiration. The pair agreed the fantasy and science-fiction genres, while enticing in their promise, lacked entries they actually wanted to read. So they decided to write their own. …
One day, Tolkien decided to show Lewis an early draft of what would become the cornerstone of Middle-earth, the star-crossed love story of Beren and Lúthien. Lewis encouraged him to continue mapping out his universe. All the while, Lewis was undergoing a crisis of faith. But on a fall evening in 1931, he took a walk with Tolkien and another fellow Inkling, and by dawn he had decided to return to Christianity. This rededication sparked Lewis’s imagination, and he began to weave Christian themes into his writing. In turn, Lewis pushed Tolkien to bring his fantasy world to life on the page when the author got lost in his daydreams. “The unpayable debt that I owe to [Lewis] was not ‘influence’ as it is ordinarily understood but sheer encouragement,” Tolkien wrote. … “He was for long my only audience. Only from him did I ever get the idea that my ‘stuff’ could be more than a private hobby. But for his interest and unceasing eagerness for more I should never have brought The L. of the R. to a conclusion.”
—“How C.S. Lewis Helped Encourage Tolkien’s ‘Lord of the Rings,’” Newsweek Special Edition: J.R.R. Tolkien—The Mind of a Genius, March 4, 2017.
https://www.newsweek.com/men-letters-jrr-tolkien-and-cs-lewiss-bond-563509#:~:text=One%20day%2C%20Tolkien%20decided%20to,undergoing%20a%20crisis%20of%20faith
Retrieved October 23, 2022.

##

COMMENTARY 
1 Peter 1:3-9
After customary, though distinct, opening greetings (1:1-2), the author of this Catholic (or canonical or apostolic) epistle blesses “the God and Father” of “our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 3) for the gift of “a new birth into a living hope” through Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. “Blessing” is less frequent than “thanking” God in New Testament epistles, suggesting to some scholars that the background of 1 Peter may be somewhat more Jewish than Hellenistic. Indeed, the language and thought of the author of 1 Peter seem to be deeply influenced by the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament used by all early Christian writers.
The text for today is part of a larger prayer of thanksgiving for the Christian hope of salvation (1:3-12). It was penned by someone in Rome, possibly the apostle Peter, although many scholars have expressed reservations about Petrine authorship of 1 Peter — it is unlikely that Peter would have known of far-flung Christian communities in the outer reaches of the Roman Empire, and the churches to which the letter was addressed would not have existed during the time of Peter (William J. Dalton, S. J., “The First Epistle of Peter,” The New Jerome Biblical Commentary [Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1990], 903; Ernest Best, “Peter, The Letters of,” The Oxford Companion to the Bible [New York: Oxford University Press, 1993], 584).
The question of authorship should not be determinative of the letter’s importance. As one scholar notes, “The letter is no less valuable for faith if Peter did not write it, nor more precious for faith if he did” (Jerome Neyrey, “1 Peter,” The Collegeville Bible Commentary [Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical Press, 1989], 1228). The letter was written sometime between A.D. 64 (shortly before the death of Peter in A.D. 65) and A.D. 80 (when persecutions were still sporadic and local to the churches addressed in the letter). The letter appears to be a general missive directed to recipients in five Roman provinces quite distant from the author (“exiles of the Dispersion,” v. 1), who seems to know of life as a Christian in those areas of Asia Minor only in broad terms. The letter was universally accepted as part of the New Testament from its earliest circulation.
Not surprisingly, 1 Peter shares with the book of Maccabees in particular many terms and ideas, since both works are attempts to explain persecution to those suffering for their faith: the Jewish faith in Maccabees, the Christian faith in 1 Peter. “The impact of grace upon the readers’ lives has brought them into situations of conflict with the expectations and norms of their society” (David W. Kendall, “1 Peter,” Asbury Bible Commentary [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1992], 1186), and the pastoral thrust of 1 Peter is intended to address what one scholar (Neyrey) has called “the dislocation of conversion” experienced by Christians who found themselves, on the one hand, engulfed in the newfound joy of God’s promised grace, and, on the other hand, alienated from pagan society for their faith in the One who suffered for others.
“New birth” may refer specifically to the Christian initiation rite of baptism (cf. John 3:5), or it may speak more generally of the new life in Christ following conversion. It is part of the new “Christian vocabulary” that appears in 1 Peter, which includes, for example, “Christian,” “baptism” and “evangelize.” So new is the new life in Christ that the author uses the image of rebirth, “a notion used infrequently in Scripture despite its widespread use today” (Kendall, 1188).
The radical break between the old, pagan life led by the letter’s readers and the new life they enjoy as Christians is the direct result of their faith in Jesus’ resurrection from the dead (v. 3), which vouchsafes the imperishable, undefiled and unfading inheritance that awaits the believers in heaven (v. 4). The faith of the new Christians, then, is both protological in its basis in the past event of Jesus’ resurrection, and eschatological in its orientation toward the future consummation of salvation in heaven.
Although “a living hope” is consistent with the eloquent rhetoric used elsewhere in the passage (e.g., “a salvation ready to be revealed” [v. 5]; gold, “though perishable, is tested by fire,” [v. 7]), what it means, exactly, is somewhat uncertain. Is there any kind of hope except a living hope? The luminous language of the opening doxology sometimes teeters on the edge of hyperbole (e.g., “an indescribable” joy [v. 8]), and occasionally labors under a high but wordy Greek style (e.g., “may be found to result” [v. 7]). The slightly grand effect of the language has suggested to some scholars that the letter is or was taken from a homily or other set liturgical form. The “living hope” of the Diaspora Christians is that hope which is rooted in God’s promises of the past, manifested in the crucible of the present, and oriented toward the salvation of the future.
The author of 1 Peter attempts to make sense of the persecution of diaspora Christians, but if their sufferings are to prepare them for the glory that awaits them at Christ’s return, the Gentile Christians must be true to their calling as God’s people. The bulk of the epistle is devoted to explicating the implications of that calling. While its style may be unique, the concerns of the epistle of 1 Peter are very similar to typical Christian exhortations: a stress on traditional ethical standards, lists of household duties, concern for the church’s public role in pagan society, and appeals to established religious traditions (Neyrey, 1228).
Despite its radical theological perspective, the epistle is entirely conservative in its social and liturgical orientation, “essentially,” as one scholar notes, “an old man’s view.” The fixed idea that permeates the epistle, seen already in its opening words, is the notion that life is a difficult pilgrimage, demanding both insight and endurance, the successful completion of which brings a heavenly reward that has already begun to manifest itself: the salvation of believers’ souls. The salvation of which the epistle speaks is both immanent and transcendent, a tension found in numerous writings to emerging Christian churches.

CHILDREN’S SERMON 1 Peter 1:3-9
Show the children a piece of gold jewelry and ask them to describe it. Have them raise their hands if they think the gold has always been as shiny as it is in the piece of jewelry. Explain that gold is not very shiny when it comes out of the ground. It can even be different colors if there are impurities in it. Ask the children if they know how the impurities are removed. Tell them that a refiner will put rocks and dirt in a pan, add some water, and then heat the pan with fire until the heavy gold sinks to the bottom, and the impurities float to the top. Stress that the impurities are removed, and the process is repeated until only the precious gold is left. Point out that Peter says the same thing about our faith: “for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith — being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire — may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed” (1 Peter 1:6-7). Suggest some ways that our faith is tested by fire — friends who hurt our feelings, family members who get sick, disappointments we have in school. Remind the children that these fiery hard times do not have to hurt us, but instead they can purify our faith, and make us into the truly beautiful and valuable people that Jesus wants us to be.

WORSHIP RESOURCES
Calls to Worship — General
Leader: Friends, let us approach worship today with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
People: With our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
Leader: Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering,
People: For he who has promised is faithful.
Leader: Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds.
People: Let us encourage one another as we meet together today.
All: Praise the Lord! Amen.

Prayers — General
One: Open our eyes
All: To see the lonely child, the forgotten adult, the timid stranger.
One: Open our eyes
All: To see the flame of God in everyone, though often forgotten about and sometimes hidden.
One: Open our eyes
All: To see simple beauty around us and gentle healing within us.
One: Open our hearts
All: To embrace all of God’s rainbow-colored family and to respect all of God’s creatures.
One: Open our lips
All: To speak kindness, to tell the good news of Jesus Christ and to praise our Creator.

Benedictions — General
You have been given love to cherish others, hope to encourage others,faith to believe in others, wisdom to teach others. Go, now, as loving, encouraging, believing and teaching servants of God to an expectant world. Amen.

MUSIC LINKS
Hymns
All Praise to Our Redeeming Lord
Healer of Our Every Ill
Blessed Assurance
Worship and Praise* 
Love God Love People (Gokey/Smith)
Give Thanks (Gretzinger/Helser)
May the Words of My Mouth (Hughes)
*For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

LECTIONARY TEXTS
Second Sunday of Easter, Cycle A
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31
