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2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17
Living in the Meantime 
What should we do when we’re living between an end and a beginning?
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[TOC]
It’s June 2021, and many high school seniors have already launched themselves into a “gap year.” They will not be in college in September. So where will they be? And what does this have to do with the apostle Paul’s word to the Corinthians?

AT A GLANCE: 
It’s an increasing trend according to the Gap Year Association: high school seniors take a year off before continuing their academic career. More than 20 percent of Harvard’s incoming class are waiting a year before beginning their freshman year. These kids are taking a gap year. Sometimes the rest of us feel like we’re living in a “gap” as well, and now we learn that this is precisely how the apostle Paul felt.

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s Old Testament text, see “Unobtrusive Measures,” June 17, 2018. 

What do Prince Harry, Elon Musk, T.S Eliot, Ashley Judd, Matthew McConaughey, Emma Watson and Hugh Jackman have in common?
They all took a gap year, or a year off to study abroad. (A gap year is an interim period typically between high school and the first year of college). It is now mid-June. High school seniors got their diplomas within the past three weeks. And many of them are now on “gap.”
There’s even an organization — the Gap Year Association — to help students who want to take a gap year. The association emphasizes that a gap year is not a year off, but a year on.
This is a critical insight for our discussion of today’s reading from 2 Corinthians. During a gap year, students are “living in the meantime,” that is, between the end of high school and the beginning of college. It can be important time, valuable time, or time frittered away.
Even in ordinary, pre-COVID times, Harvard University made a practice of encouraging its admitted students to consider deferring admission and taking a gap year. Twenty percent of its first-year students have now taken them up on that offer — roughly three times the number that usually defer. Many, if not most, of these students use the year to travel, experience personal growth and prepare for their future.
Like Annabelle, for example. After high school, she found herself in what she called a “train wreck” of a life. She was under pressure from family, friends and teachers to slide right into university life, but Annabelle felt she needed some time to “become the best version of herself.”
Annabelle took a gap year. Writing on medium.com, she says that she “became a runway model for the Quintus Art Gala. … I was able to take singing lessons, play in my Alumni and town’s band, produce the high school’s musical, and even act in a play. I didn’t have much time aside from work and all this, but in that extra time, I painted and did makeup artistry. Some people bought my art, or paid me to do their faces. If that weren’t enough, I went from just your average cashier to head of the entire Cosmetics section at Target.” 
And the following year, she enrolled in the theater program of a nearby university, and today is working at the same university as “staff carpenter.” 
Annabelle’s story is not unusual. One high school counselor told Homiletics that she knew of a student who had gone to Thailand to work on an elephant preserve, of another who worked for a rugby team in Australia, of another who went to Denmark and lived with a host family. He returned to the United States and attended Creighton University.
In a sense, gap year kids are living in the meantime. They’re living between the past and their future. They’re in a twilight zone that they know will not last forever  which is fortunate because, like the twilight zone, some weird stuff often happens. Sometimes, the weird stuff is what others simply call “growing up.”

A Gap Life
The apostle Paul has an interesting take on this thing we call life. For him, his life was a “gap life.” That is, it was life in parentheses, life in the anteroom room of the kingdom of heaven. It was life before life. He writes, “While we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord … we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him” (vv. 6, 8-9). 
Paul is living in the meantime. What does “meantime” mean?
Meantime is a period of time between now and then.
You’re at the airport early. You’ve checked in, paid all the extra fees, cleared security and now you’re putting your clothes back on. This is the “now” part. Your flight doesn’t leave for another 90 minutes. That’s the “then” part. So between the now and the then, you decide to get a bite to eat at a little café and check your email. Perhaps you have a little work to do. You might read a book. You’re living in the meantime.
Paul was, too. His flight was not scheduled to leave quite yet. In fact, he didn’t know when he would be pushing back from the gate. In his letter to the Philippians, he says that he’s packed and ready, but he suspects a delay: “For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.” (Philippians 1:21-26, emphasis added). 
Notice his comment about being “pressed between the two.” He knew that he was living in the now, even though he preferred the then. For him, it was a choice  not his to make, of course  between life or death.
For us, living in the meantime does not involve this choice, one would hope. Often, however, we feel that we’re on a treadmill. Or perhaps we have a sense in the pit of our stomachs, or in some profound place in our heart, that we’re becalmed on a sea of uncertainty. We’re stuck. The winds aren’t blowing; we’re going nowhere, or at least that’s how it feels. 
The apostle didn’t feel this way. In prison, he was doing time, but it wasn’t a bad time. And even when he wasn’t in prison, life was no bed of roses. He was beaten, abused, shipwrecked and more. Living in the meantime for him meant living in some mean times.
But he did not regard his gap life to be an empty life. Quite the contrary: he thought of down time as up time with the Lord and  to go back to that crucial insight mentioned at the top  that a gap year is not a year off, but a year on. Every year of his Christian life was a “year on” for the apostle Paul. And it can be for us, as well.
Unless we don’t have a mission.

Ambassadors!
No doubt there are some high school students who will fritter away a gap year, using it as an excuse to be lazy. Most, however, have a plan. 
The apostle Paul did. He was quite clear about the mission of his gap life, or of his “living in the meantime.” In the meantime, while awaiting his death or the return of Jesus Christ, he definitely had work to do. And there were people who needed him to fulfill his mission. 
To learn more about his sense of purpose, we need to move beyond today’s lectionary reading to verses 18-21. There we learn that Paul sees his mission as that of an ambassador working in the area of reconciliation. He “entreats,” according to verse 20. He explicitly calls himself an “ambassador” (v. 20). And his message is reconciliation. His mission while living in the meantime is to urge people to be reconciled to God.
Obviously, he believes that people are unaware that God no longer has an issue with them. We have been reconciled to God, through Jesus Christ, “that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them” (v. 19). 
This is good news for people who are ignorant of this. So, Paul’s mission is to tell them: “Hey, God has no beef with you! Why not be reconciled? Reach out. God’s ready to receive you as one of his own children.” 
So, Paul works as an ambassador for the kingdom of God. His work is to get people to turn their faces to God and have a fresh start. “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” (v. 17).
This was his mission; it might not be yours. But when you’re living in the meantime, when you’re going through an interlude because of sickness, a layoff, an economic downturn or a failed relationship  just what is your mission? What’s the plan, Stan?
We can’t possibly think that God’s plan, God’s will or God’s purpose for us is aimlessness, confusion and despair, can we? 
Is there a secret to successful living when we’re caught between parentheses, in no man’s land, in a spiritual demilitarized zone?
Yes, and Paul mentions it in our reading for today. It’s buried in the early verses of the passage. It’s easy to miss, but it’s there.

The Gap Life Secret
The Bible’s advice about living successfully in the meantime was a major theme for the apostle Paul. It was a tune he played continually, and it dominates his writings.
In our text, he reveals the mystery in verses 6 and 7: “So we are always confident.” 
Why?
“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”
For the apostle Paul, it is always about faith. He isn’t saying we should fake it until we make it. Rather, he simply urges us to recall our core values and begin to live by them. He’s convinced that when we do this, our purpose and mission with reveal itself.
For an illustration of this, let’s turn from faith to football, and football’s greatest ever ambassador and apostle, the person after whom the Super Bowl trophy is named: Vince Lombardi.
In his best-selling biography of Lombardi, David Maraniss pinpoints the moment the Green Bay Packers began to march to greatness. It began the summer of 1961. The Packers had lost the 1960 championship game against the Philadelphia Eagles when they squandered a fourth-quarter lead. 
Lombardi opened camp. He knew the players were brooding about that loss. They wanted to sharpen their skills. They wanted to take their game to the next level. They were living in the meantime, that time between their humiliating defeat and the moment, still in the future, when they would hoist the trophy. They were so close, they felt it. To a man, everyone believed this.
Except Lombardi.
When the players came into camp that summer, he regarded each them as a tabula rasa, a blank or clean slate. He was going to start over with these kids. Maraniss writes: “He took nothing for granted. He began a tradition of starting from scratch, assuming that the players were blank slates who carried over no knowledge from the year before … He began with the most elemental statement of all. ‘Gentlemen,’ he said, holding a pigskin in his right hand, ‘this is a football.’”
He took the team back to the fundamentals. He taught them how to block and tackle. And under Lombardi’s tutelage, they never lost another playoff game. They beat the New York Giants 37-0 that year, and they won five championships in seven years, and three in a row during one stretch. And he never coached a team with a losing record.
“Fundamentals first,” said coach Lombardi.
“Faith first,” says the apostle Paul, because faith is the fundamental secret or key. Paul holds up faith like Lombardi held a football: “Friends in Christ, this is faith. Walk by it. Hold on to it. Don’t drop it or let it slip from your grasp. Cling tightly to it. Defend it from all attacks. Believe in it. Carry it, and it will carry you  to victory!”
Most high school students who take a gap year do so voluntarily. But life doesn’t always work that way, does it? Sometimes, we have no choice. A gap life is thrust upon us. Something happens, and suddenly we are living between two points: what was, and what we hope will be. Meanwhile, we’ve got to figure this out.
Paul walked by faith, and so can we. Paul was an ambassador for Jesus Christ, and his mission was to reconcile people to God. The fundamental truth to which we must cling is that God does have a purpose for us, and God is working out that purpose right now  one day at a time. Amen.
—Timothy Merrill and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.
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THE OTHER TEXTS
June 13, 2021, Cycle B
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
What Does the Text Say?
Israel's most illustrious king, according to the OT, was David of Bethlehem, and today's lesson recounts the story of his selection by the prophet-priest-judge Samuel. It is the familiar biblical trope of the younger son being divinely favored in preference to his older brother(s), one of the several biblical reminders of the variance between divine and human ways. Anointing (rather than crowning) was the primary ritual associated with the designation of kings in ancient Israel and throughout the ancient Near East. Anointing was also the primary means by which objects, human and nonhuman, were designated as having a special relationship with the divine. The selection process by which Samuel determines that David is to be Israel's next king lacks complete consistency. On the one hand, Samuel is explicitly told that Eliab, Jesse's tall, handsome firstborn, is not the Lord's choice, and that "the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart" (v. 7). After Jesse's next six sons unsuccessfully pass by Samuel, David is presented to the prophet with the description that "he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome" (v. 12), and Samuel is told immediately to anoint him (v. 12). Nothing is said of David's heart, leaving the reader to wonder what David's physical appearance might have to do with his inner recesses, visible only to the deity.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
The FaceTime Interview (or Skype). Interviews are not what they used to be. Instead of flying to Chicago or wherever, the first interview may be conducted by phone, and the second one may be a FaceTime interview. For the phone interview, you sat at the kitchen table in your T-shirt with a cup of coffee in your hand. Didn't bother to shave or put on makeup. For the FaceTime interview, you spruce up. Samuel's doing interviews, and the kid, the shepherd boy, is not available by FaceTime. God has a technology that goes beyond the external epidermis, and peers into the heart. Also, it's quite possible, perhaps probable, that the hearts of Jesse's other sons were in the right place. But those sons — while good Israelites and warriors — were not the persons God had in mind for this particular job opening. Nothing against the other sons; they were not the right fit. David was. Much of doing the will of God involves doing that which God wants us to do. That is, we may think we're perfect for this or that, but God says, "No, that's not for you, but I have something else that's perfect." Finding that perfect fit is what it means to be happy and fulfilled as a God-follower.
*Homiletics has treated this text in other installments. Select 1 Samuel in the Scripture Index drop-down menu and click GO.

Psalm 20
What Does the Text Say?
This is a prayer for victory before going into battle. The first four verses actually make a pretty good benediction. David is counting on God hearing and answering the prayer that he makes on behalf of his army. He hopes that the sacrifices they've made will be acceptable. He acknowledges that it's not just a matter of who's got the best chariots and strongest, fastest horses. That's not what this is about. It is about "the LORD our God" (v. 7). There's a sense in this psalm that the Israelites are celebrating victory before the battle has been enjoined. This is the confidence one has when God is your God. 
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
The God of Sneaks and Cheats. One interesting aspect of this psalm is David's invocation of God as the "God of Jacob" (v. 1). Why does David do this? He might have called upon the God of Abraham instead, as was customary, or even the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. But the God of Jacob? Unusual. Who is Jacob? The grandson of Abraham does not often come across on the biblical page as a person to emulate. He was a conniver from the beginning. Thanks to his cunning, with a little help from mum, his father's blessing slipped into his hand, as did his brother's birthright. He fled his uncle's house with the man's two daughters, maids and the family jewels. He was always thinking ahead, planning the big score. Even when wrestling with an angelic being, Jacob wouldn't concede until he'd wheedled a blessing. So perhaps this is David's way of saying: "Dear God, we know we're not perfect. We've messed up many times. We can't seem to get it right. But at the core, we're your people, and you are not only the God of Abraham — whose faith was legendary — but you are the God of Jacob. As you were faithful to that sneak and cheat, be thou faithful to us. Amen."

Mark 4:26-34
What Does the Text Say?
The first focus of this parable appears to be on the seed. The seed itself is wholly dependent upon others. Until it is sown by the farmer, the seed is inert. During the seed's growth process, the parable emphasizes that "the earth" is responsible for the transformation from a seed to a plant to a crop in the field. Woven throughout this cycle is the presence of the farmer. But little is revealed about the farmer's attitude. In fact, his ignorance is touted by the text. To decipher the intended focus of this parable, it helps to keep in mind three main themes that remain constant throughout Mark's gospel. Whatever else is being said, a Markan text can also be identified as having: 1) a Christological focus (on Jesus' identity); 2) a theological focus (on God's bringing in the kingdom); or 3) a pedagogical focus (on the path of proper discipleship). (See Claude N. Pavur, "The Grain Is Ripe: Parabolic Meaning in Mark 4:26-29," Biblical Theology Bulletin, vv. 17, 21-23, January 1987.) Focusing on this third concern — the message that the parable has to offer as a heuristic aid to discipleship — reveals a new theme for this text. Today's second parable is the parable of the mustard seed. Like the preceding parable, the mystery of growth pervades this text. How, out of the tiniest of all seeds, do mysterious powers of generation bring about such astounding growth that the mustard shrub should be "the greatest of all"? The emphasis here is the theological focus — the ability of God to bring in the kingdom of heaven from tiny, apparently insignificant beginnings.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
The Farmer Christian. The "someone" of verse 26 is the disciple. Jesus, after all, is talking to the disciples. Who is scattering the seed? They are scattering the seed, just like a farmer. Perhaps the typical farmer today understands why and how the growth process works. The farmer 2,000 years ago did not. They knew that seed will lie inert like dust until it is scattered upon the earth. Then the earth does its work (perhaps with a little help from the farmer who waters and cultivates — but Jesus does not mention this). In any case, the farmer watches all this growth with amazement, and then at just the precise time, the farmer harvests the grain. If you're a farmer, you know you can't plan a vacation during harvest. The harvest won't wait. We are farmers. We may not understand how the seeds we sow actually grow, but we sow them anyway. And when the time is right, we go for the harvest. That is, we are able to bring people into the kingdom of God.
*Homiletics has treated this text in other installments. Select Mark in the Scripture Index drop-down menu and click GO.

Animating Illustrations
“Harvard students aren’t the only ones [deferring] in a time of COVID-19. At MIT, 8 percent of students are deferring admissions — up from 1 percent in normal years. At Bates College, the number is 10 percent — nearly three times the usual rate. At Williams College, roughly 25 students generally defer admission. This year, 90 did.
“According to a recent survey, up to 40 percent of students nationwide are seriously considering taking a gap year. With unprecedented numbers signaling that they will take a year off, what exactly will they, or should they, do with that time?”
Michael B. Horn, “Unprecedented numbers of students are taking a gap year. What should they do with the time?” edsurge.com, August 17, 2020. Retrieved November 28, 2020. 
##
According to the Gap Year Association, a gap year is an “experiential semester or year ‘on,’ typically taken between high school and college in order to deepen practical, professional, and personal awareness.”
The association emphasizes that a gap year is a year on, rather a year off, to combat the notion that students are taking a year-long vacation from schooling. Rather, students who take time away between high school and college design their year with specific goals in mind. They use the time to gain professional skills, volunteer for an important cause, or travel the world, to name just a few popular gap year activities. 
Rebecca Safier, “What is a gap year? Should you take one?” PrepScholar, blog.prepscholar.com, October 28, 2016. Retrieved November 26, 2020.
##
There are places in this world that are neither here nor there, neither up nor down, neither real nor imaginary. These are the in-between places, difficult to find and even more challenging to sustain. Yet they are the most fruitful places of all. For in these limited narrows a kind of life takes place that is out of the ordinary, creative, and once in a while genuinely magical. We tend to divide life between mind and matter and to assume that we must be in one or the other or both. But religion and folklore tell of another place that is often found by accident, where strange events take place, and where we learn things that can't be discovered in any other way. 
—Thomas Moore, “Neither Here nor There,” Parabola 25:1 (2000), 34.
##
Limen is the Latin word for threshold. A “liminal space” is the crucial in-between time — when everything actually happens and yet nothing appears to be happening. It is the waiting period when the cake bakes, the movement is made, the transformation takes place. One cannot just jump from Friday to Sunday in this case, there must be Saturday! This, of course, was always the holy day for the Jewish tradition. The Sabbath rest was the pivotal day for the Jews, and even the dead body of Jesus rests on Saturday, waiting for God to do whatever God plans to do. It is our great act of trust and surrender, both together. A new “creation ex nihilo” is about to happen, but first it must be desired. …
—Richard Rohr, Wondrous Encounters: Scripture for Lent (St. Anthony Messenger Press, 2010), 141-143.
##
Families, educators and society all believe — or maybe did believe — that simply getting into college was the key to a successful life and career. Unfortunately, the data simply doesn’t pan out to support this argument. The idea that a bachelor’s degree takes exactly four years is so entrenched that we have a name for each of those four years: freshman, sophomore, junior and senior. But only 36 percent of students graduate within this time frame. Only 60 percent of students graduate within six years and 30 percent of students drop out after freshman year. … So here’s the good news. There is a simple, effective intervention that parents, students, educators and even colleges themselves can take advantage of right now, to help students get a better return on their college investment. It’s a little phrase with a million possibilities: a gap year. … A gap year is a deliberate period of time taken in order to deepen one’s personal, practical and professional development. … In the process of cultivating a generation of students who look good on that college application, we have forgotten to raise adults. We seem to have lost sight of college as a means, not an end. I think we need to shift the focus to raising good citizens, rather than good applicants. … A gap year asks these students to take control over their educational journey: to choose, rather than be chosen.
—Julia Rogers, gap year counselor and founder of EnRoute Consulting, in a 2019 TEDx talk.
https://enroutegapyear.com/about/meet-julia/.
Retrieved December 11, 2020.
##
[A story of someone living through a liminal time: a Cherokee woman evicted from her home to embark on the Trail of Tears …]
That morning, Lieutenant Smith's party had ridden up a green cove, their first mission of the day to roust out an old woman, a widow living solitary in a cabin with tied bundles of sage hanging stems-up under the eaves of her porch to dry, the cabin hemmed in by fenced garden plots, corn and beans and squash growing in her fields, chickens scratching in the yard, straw skeps humming with bees, carefully pruned apple and peach trees busy putting out fruit. A bold creek cutting through the middle of the farm, running clear over mossy stones. In every direction, mountains hanging like green curtains from the sky.
This particular old Indian woman had her grey hair pulled back into a fist-sized bun, and she wore a greasy apron over a blue skirt that fell in limp folds from her wide hips. When she saw who they were and what they had come for, she went into the cabin and came out very quickly with two blankets and a little black pot. She spread the blankets on the porch floor and folded some of the herbs and the pot into the blankets, and with a quick knot she fashioned a shoulder sling of the bundle. Then she stopped and insisted on feeding her chickens before she was taken away.
Smith wanted to tell her not to bother. The chickens would not live out the morning but would have their necks wrung and be roasting on a spit for someone's dinner. But he guessed she did not understand a word of English, and perhaps the longevity of the chickens was not her point of concern but just her stewardship, maintaining it until the last moment. …
The rabble that followed the soldiers to loot the farmsteads stood off at the edge of woods and waited.
The woman moved about the dooryard casting crumbled bits of dry leftover cornbread onto the ground with a rattling motion of her hand and wrist, like shaking and throwing dice. The brown chickens gathered and so did wild mourning doves. The birds mingled together and scratched the ground with their tripartite toes and ate the crumbs of bread, and then the chickens scattered across the bare ground and the doves flew away, their wings beating with a sound of mittened children clapping hands. The woman struck her palms against each other twice, with a hard brushing smack.
It turned out she did speak English, for she said in a loud clear voice, I spit on my past. Let's go.
And then she shouldered her bedroll and walked off into exile.
Her house was afire and black smoke rose to meet the low clouds before she made the second turning in the trail. But it was all the same to her, for she didn't look back.
At the end of such days, Smith said he went to sleep with a bitter taste like ash from a coal fire in his mouth.
—Charles Frazier, Thirteen Moons (Random House, 2006), 211-214.
##
There is a sweet spot between the known and the unknown where originality happens; the key is to be able to linger there without panicking.
—Edwin “Ed” Catmull, co-founder of Pixar.

Commentary
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17
Paul begins with an exuberant claim — “So we are always confident” — despite a discordant reality that “while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord” (v. 6). Paul’s confidence is based on two factors. First, when he compares his present earthly existence with his future heavenly life, the former realm is inferior because it is temporary, given to groaning, constrained by mortality, and wistfully longs for the “heavenly dwelling.” In contrast, the latter realm is eternal, sturdy, permanent, and offers superior garments (see 2 Corinthians 5:1-4). The second reason for his confidence is that God has given the Spirit to believers “as a guarantee” or promissory note that anticipates their complete redemption (see 2 Corinthians 5:5; cf. 2 Corinthians 1:22; Ephesians 1:13-14).
Yet Paul quickly admits that his assertion is not based on empirical realities, since “we walk by faith, not by sight” (v. 7). His self-assurance is not something achieved by experience, but is derived from an altered state or perspective, that is, “we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). For this reason, he is able to declare forcefully, “Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord” (v. 8). Paul believes that his relationship with the Lord is currently restricted by his physical body; therefore, his desire is to cast off his mortal, “earthly tent,” put on God’s immortal building, and live in the full presence of the Lord (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:50-57; Philippians 1:23).
Although Paul expresses a clear preference, he also knows that he does not determine the length of his life; that matter belongs to God. So, in the meantime, “whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him [i.e., God]” (v. 9). Conspicuously, Paul introduces some degree of ambiguity as he brings together and abbreviates two of his earlier remarks. Whereas before one was either “at home in the body … [and] … away from the Lord” (v. 6) or “away from the body and at home with the Lord” (v. 8), one’s present condition is now left undefined. In fact, a disciple’s residence — whether earthly or heavenly — is irrelevant, since a greater objective is under consideration, namely, that of pleasing God. This goal is the believer’s primary task, since all “must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil” (v. 10).
While these words are undoubtedly directed at all Christians, there is also a sense in which Paul may have a more specific audience in mind, specifically, fellow ministers. Since 2 Corinthians is arguably a defense of his ministry, he could be subtly issuing a special warning to other ministers who have employed “shameful” means, practiced “cunning,” and falsified God’s word (cf. 2 Corinthians 3:1; 4:1-2; 10:12-18; 11:12-15). Even in his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul maintained that the work of every minister (i.e., “builder”) will be “revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each has done” (see 1 Corinthians 3:10-15, esp. v. 13).
In view of that reality, that is, “knowing the fear of the Lord,” Paul and his companions “try to persuade others” (v. 11a; cf. 2 Corinthians 7:1). Both their integrity and devotion to the gospel are “well known to God,” and he hopes that they are known by the Corinthians as well. Moreover, this is no vain appeal by Paul to commend himself as others have done. Rather, he wants the Corinthians to recall their common history, which corroborates his assertion and ought to shame those who commend themselves (vv. 11b-12; cf. 2 Corinthians 3:1-3; 6:3-13; 11:16-21a). Though it also appears that Paul’s adversaries have suggested that he is “beside” himself, he is not intimidated by their charge (cf. 2 Corinthians 2:4; 12:1-6). On the contrary, he accepts their misinformed epithet and declares, “For if we are beside ourselves [eite gar exesthmen], it is for God; if we are in our right mind [eite swjronoumen], it is for you” (v. 13).
Indeed, Paul will not allow his opponents to dissuade or discourage him, since “the love of Christ urges us on [h gar agap tou Cristou sunecei hmaV]” (v. 14a). Whether one reads “the love of Christ” as an objective genitive (i.e., Christ is the object of Paul’s love) or a subjective genitive (i.e., Christ’s love for Paul and all people), the core message of the gospel remains intact: “one has died for all; therefore all have died” (v. 14b). While the reference in the first part of this confession seems unmistakable (i.e., Jesus Christ and him crucified), the second portion requires some elaboration, since the expression “all have died” is vague. Therefore, whoever has died “live[s] no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them” (v. 15). In other words, Paul cleverly exhorts the Corinthian believers to live sacrificially as he himself has served them in his ministry (cf. 1 Corinthians 4:16; 11:1; Galatians 4:12; Philippians 3:17; 4:9; 1 Thessalonians 1:6-7).
For those who believe and accept Paul’s gospel and imitate him, a drastic transformation occurs not only in their conduct, but more importantly in the way they look at the world. For Paul, the change is so radical that nothing is seen as it once was. To be sure, since everything and everyone is viewed differently, he unequivocally declares, “From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view [kata sarka]” (v. 16a). No one is considered as just an ordinary human living on earth. Each person is measured not by what is seen or outward appearance, but by what is not seen, by what God is doing. The transformation is so profound that “even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view [ei kai egnwkamen kata sarka Criston], we know him no longer in that way” (v. 16b). Whoever may have once thought of Christ merely as a teacher, a rabbi, a prophet or even as a fraud or rebel, does so no longer. Rather, whoever comes to believe in him no longer sees him as such, since they have confessed “Jesus is Lord” (cf. 2 Corinthians 4:5; 1 Corinthians 12:3).
Therefore, “if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation [kainh ktisiV; literally, just “new creation”]: everything old has passed away [ta arcaia parhlqen]; see, everything has become new! [idou gegonen kaina]” (v. 17). Both in reality and in the believer’s perception, the entire creation is transformed: Christ is new; all people are new; everything has become new (cf. Isaiah 65:17; 66:22-23; Galatians 6:15).

Conversation with the Children: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17
Have the children lie flat on their backs and look at the ceiling of the church. Ask them to describe what they see — lights, ceiling tiles, support beams. Stress that point of view is very important, and if you had to describe the church from the flat-on-the-back point of view, you would not be able to talk about the cross or the pulpit. You would miss some important things. Suggest that we make the same mistake with people when we describe them from the wrong point of view by focusing, for example, on their height or skin color or hairstyle. Let the children know that this is regarding people from “a human point of view,” but the apostle Paul wants us to see that “if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new” (2 Corinthians 5:16-17). Stress that we are supposed to see Jesus when we look at each other. We are supposed to see his love and compassion and fairness. Have the children look at each other and try to see a little bit of Jesus in each other. Identify a few children by name, and say that when you look at them, you see “the kindness of Jesus” or “the joy of Jesus.” Encourage the children to always be watching for signs of Jesus in each other, and to make this their new point of view.

Worship Resources
Calls to Worship — General
Leader: In Jesus Christ, a light of hope shines brightly in all the world.
People: May the light of Jesus Christ shine brightly upon us.
Leader: May this light nourish and guide us.
People: May Christ’s light show us our pathway to new life.
All: Let us now worship in the joy of Christ’s light shining brightly for us.

Prayers — General
O Lord, in thanksgiving would I live each moment.
So well-versed in your love would I be, that I approach each situation knowing that within it rests my highest good.
So intimate with you do I desire to be, that no fear daunts me even slightly.
Only in you can full life be found, can I go beyond my feelings of imprisonment, can I come to the life victorious.
May I stay close to you today and know eternal life.
When I am restless, when doors are closed against my dreams, when there are mountains or valleys to be traveled, may I stay with you.
You are the way. I will not be lost.
You are the truth. Guide me, O Lord.
You are the life. Give me the life I need. Amen.

Benedictions — General
As the Father has loved you, go now and love. As the Son has forgiven and redeemed you, go now, extending grace to all you meet. As the Spirit has transformed you into the likeness of the Son, go now, letting the life of Christ guide you each moment of the day. Go now, in love, with grace and in the light of Jesus. Amen.

Hymns
O Come and Dwell in Me
When Peace, Like a River
Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart

Worship and Praise 
Lord, Reign in Me
Come Just as You Are
It Is Well
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Third Sunday After Pentecost, Cycle B
1 Samuel 15:34 – 16:13
Psalm 20
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17
Mark 4:26-34
