June 6, 2021 
2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:1
Buildings from God 
In Detroit, tiny homes are being built on the foundation of Jesus Christ. These innovative houses remind us of what is essential to life, on earth and in heaven. 
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[TOC]
At the end of life, we will all go home, and it won’t be to a tiny house or a spacious mansion. Instead, it will be to a house that is eternal in heaven.

AT A GLANCE: 
How can buildings tell us what is essential to life … on earth and in heaven? Paul challenges us to make sure everyone has adequate food, water, shelter and sleep. But we need to realize that everything in this world passes, so we should live by faith and focus on the building from God that is eternal in the heavens. We will all go home at the end of life, and it won’t be to a house made with hands.

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s gospel text, see “By Reason of Insanity,” June 7, 2015. 

The apostle Paul was a skilled master builder.
In his first letter to the Corinthians, he said that he “laid a foundation” in the city of Corinth, and then someone else began to build on it (1 Corinthians 3:10). Paul believed that “each builder must choose with care how to build,” whether they use gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw. But in any good Christian construction project, said Paul, the “foundation is Jesus Christ” (vv. 10-12).
In the city of Detroit, a development of tiny homes is being built on a Christian foundation. The developer is a group called Cass Community Social Services, which began during the Depression when Cass Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church opened a soup kitchen. In the 1950s, the church’s pastor expanded the congregation’s social services, creating an evening program, a free Bible class and a senior’s program.
Over the years, Cass began to work with people with developmental disabilities, and many of these disabled members continue to serve as ushers and acolytes today. In the 1980s, the church began to work with the homeless, providing a safe place for people to take a shower, do laundry, use the telephone, and look for work. 
Today, Cass is focusing on the building of tiny homes to provide housing for people in need. According to The Christian Century, “each house is a single-family home of 250 [to] 400 square feet, on its own lot with a lawn.” Yes, the homes are really very small, about one-seventh the size of the average new home. A front porch or rear deck add a bit more to the living space.
The first phase of construction is now wrapping up. Moving into the homes are single people and couples who are “living on little income: senior citizens, college students and other young people who have aged out of foster care, and people who were previously homeless or incarcerated.”
The homes are built on the foundation of Jesus Christ, and they give people dignity. These tiny homes are rented and then owned by their residents, an investment “which fosters pride and responsibility.” The pastor who directs the project in this bleak expanse of Detroit says, “To have new houses going in is really exciting.”
They are buildings from God.
Paul advances his construction theme in the second letter to the Corinthians, and he continues to build with care on the foundation of Jesus Christ. But instead of focusing on the construction of a Christian community in Corinth, he draws our attention to what God is raising up in us. 
“We know,” he says, “that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence” (2 Corinthians 4:14). Paul is not focusing on the raising of walls to give us shelter in this life. Instead, he is pointing us toward the resurrection, which will raise us into everlasting life.
This is a truly radical focus because shelter is one of our most important daily needs. A neuroscientist named Nicole Gravagna has developed a list of six human needs, based on 75 years of psychology, neuroscience and sociology. 
At the top of the list is food, which provides calories and a variety of nutrients.
Next comes water, giving the body the ability to process food and remove wastes.
Third most important is shelter, which protects the human body from blazing sun, freezing temperatures, wind and rain. That’s why the tiny homes of Detroit are so important, protecting human skin and organs from extreme temperatures.
Number four on the list is sleep, which is best experienced in the protection of a shelter.
These top four human needs will not come as a surprise to anyone, because we all know how important it is to have food, water, shelter and sleep. Jesus himself commands us to give food to the hungry and drink to the thirsty (Matthew 25:35). But in his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul wants us to look past these earthly needs and to focus on the resurrection that God is offering us as we follow the path of Jesus.
“So we do not lose heart,” says Paul. “Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18). Paul realizes that our “outer nature” is going to waste away, whether it is our physical body maintained by food, water and sleep, or the physical home that provides shelter for our bodies. Whether we live in a mansion made of stone or a tiny home constructed of wood, it will not last forever.
“For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed,” concludes Paul, “we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (5:1). At the end of our life, our body and our home are nothing more than an “earthly tent.” No matter how well it is built, it will be destroyed. At that point, we move into “a building from God … eternal in the heavens.”
The apostle Paul was a skilled master builder. In fact, when Paul arrived in Corinth, he stayed with a married couple named Aquila and Priscilla. The book of Acts tells us “they worked together — by trade they were tentmakers” (Acts 18:3). So Paul earned his living in Corinth by making tents … temporary, earthly shelters.
Paul knew that people needed shelter. He would probably approve of the tiny homes being built in Detroit today, innovative solutions to the affordable housing problem in many communities. He might even accept the fancy kitchens, luxurious bathrooms and bonus rooms that are so popular in new home construction. But he would want us to remember that no matter where we live, our time on earth is transient. We should focus on the “building from God” that will be our eternal home.
That’s why Paul’s words to the Corinthians are actually in harmony with the last two of the six human needs identified by neuroscientist Nicole Gravagna: Other people and novelty.
Yes, need number five is “other people.” Gravagna says that “regular connection to others allows us to maintain a sense of well-being.” We cannot thrive in isolation, which is why hiding in a huge McMansion is not a healthy way to live. Better to sit on the porch of a tiny home and say hello to your neighbors, or join a small group at church, or sing in a choir, or work alongside others in a community mission project. 
Being connected to other people is key to our emotional and spiritual health. That is why Paul tells the Corinthians that “you are the body of Christ and individually members of it” (1 Corinthians 12:27). God has so arranged the body, says Paul, “that there be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another” (v. 25). Because one of our greatest human needs is other people, God has placed us in a community called the body of Christ.
But that’s not all. The sixth and final human need is novelty. “Novelty creates the opportunity to learn and the ability to fail,” says Gravagna. “Without regular novelty, motivation wanes and a healthy sense of well-being is lost.” Since novelty is anything that is new, original or unusual, Paul would connect novelty to our eventual home: “a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Corinthians 5:1).
When it comes to buildings, there is nothing more novel.
Yes, our final human need is having something new, original or unusual to pursue. And that precisely is why Paul counsels us to look forward with faith and hope. “We look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen, for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal” (v. 18).
So what do these buildings tell us about what is essential to life, on earth and in heaven? First, we are challenged to care for each other in this life and to work together to make sure that everyone has adequate food, water, shelter and sleep. Paul wants members of the church to “have the same care for one another” (1 Corinthians 12:25) and remember that all of the commandments of God are summed up in the words, “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Romans 13:9).
But at the same time, we need to realize that everything in this world will eventually pass away, so we should live by faith and focus on the building from God that is eternal in the heavens. This means trusting Jesus instead of the leaders of this world. It involves working for the common good, instead of pursuing only personal success. It includes valuing what cannot be seen — honesty, integrity, sacrifice, love — instead of the things of this world that can be seen. Remember, says Paul, that “what cannot be seen is eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18).
At the end of life, we will all go home, and it won’t be to a tiny home or a spacious mansion. Instead, it will be to a house not made with hands. So, get ready for it.
—Henry Brinton and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Takeaway: 
People need food and shelter in this life, but they also need faith and hope that connect them to God’s eternal home.

Sources:
Kennel-Shank, Celeste. “Amid Detroit’s housing crisis, tiny homes offer residents new hope.” The Christian Century, March 31, 2020, www.christiancentury.org.
Gravagna, Nicole. “Six fundamental human needs we need to meet to live our best lives.” Forbes, February 5, 2018, www.forbes.com.

THE OTHER TEXTS
June 6, 2021, Cycle B
1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20
What Does the Text Say?
The Israelites were accustomed to invaders and enemies, and success or failure depended in large part on the state of their relationship with Yahweh. Lately, the Philistines were plaguing them, and it was thought that if the Ark of the Covenant was carried into battle, this cultic talisman might help them to prevail. It did not, and — horrors — it was captured by the Philistines, an outcome that was so shocking, old judge Eli keeled over and died. But the Ark seemed to bring bad luck to the Philistines, so they promptly sent it back to the Israelites, and we read in 1 Samuel 7 that Samuel urges the people to turn from foreign idols and worship Yahweh. They did, and they went out to defeat the Philistines. With this renewed evidence that linked fidelity in their worship to success on the battlefield fresh on their minds, they come to Samuel, now an old man, and announce that they want a king. What is significant is that this request, which would prove to be a game-changer in the history of Israel, was occasioned by the observation that the good-for-nothing sons of Samuel were not likely to lead them in the ways of Yahweh, which was now crucial for their success and very existence. Therefore, another solution is needed. A king will elevate their standing in the community of nations and unify them against their enemies. Samuel is upset by all of this, but God tells Samuel to listen to them and heed their request: "For they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them" (8:7).
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Israel Opts for a Monarchy. One way to get this text and context before the congregation before moving on to your pastoral or homiletical purpose is to contrast what was going on with the ancient Israelites and what is happening in the world today. Back then, for a variety of reasons, Israel wanted a king. Pro-monarchy sentiment was running high. Today, anti-monarchy passion is strong in many parts of the world. Review the so-called "Arab Spring" and the ongoing conflict in Syria. After this comparison and contrast, the preacher can move into spiritual applications. How did Samuel feel when God totally ignored his opinion on the matter? Did Samuel understand that none of this would be happening if his sons had not turned out to be such bozos? Even God knows that Samuel is likely to take this as a rejection of Samuel's life work. How do we respond when that for which we work so hard seems to be valued so little?
*Homiletics has treated this text in other installments. Select 1 Samuel in the Scripture Index drop-down menu and click GO.

Psalm 138
What Does the Text Say?
Psalm 138 is a psalm of lavish thanksgiving and praise to the Lord. Thanksgiving is offered with the whole heart (v. 1). See Psalm 9:1: "I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds." But the expression in verse 1b, "before the gods I sing your praise," gives considerable pause to many. The faith of biblical Israel is typically regarded as strictly monotheistic (a belief in "the one true God" that denies the existence of other gods). But OT literature reveals a much more complex situation. Many polytheistic Israelites worshiped many gods and goddesses — those of their ancestors or those of the lands they occupied (see Joshua 24 passim) or gods of the surrounding nations. Some tried eclectically to combine worshiping the Lord God of Israel and other gods. See 1 Kings 11:33. Another possibility for understanding of "before the gods" is that occasionally the word 'elohim is understood and/or translated other than "God" or "gods" (the word is a plural form in Hebrew). In such a viewpoint, "gods" can be understood as a "divine council" comprised of the Lord God and other divine or divinely endowed beings around the Lord's throne: Psalms 29:1; 82:1; 89:5-8. Verse 8 combines an affirmation and a prayerful plea. David believes that God will "fulfill his purpose" (complete or finish things) for him, out of God's enduring steadfast love (hesed again). David implores God not to abandon him or cut him loose. God's hands have both fashioned David (v. 8) and delivered him (v. 7).
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
The Answering God. Ogden Nash, a poet of charming and clever verse in the mid-20th century, wrote the following little poem: "When called by a panther, don't anther." The author of this poem, Psalm 138, is no panther; indeed, he feels more like a pauper or someone in peril. Therefore, he's overjoyed that when he calls, God answers. "When I called, you answered!" Think of the relief you feel when, on that rare occasion, you make a call to customer service and get a human being rather than a voice recognition system. One would expect a king to grant an audience with the noble and those of high estate, but God, the poet says, "looks upon the lowly, but the proud he knows from afar" (138:6, NIV). The writer has two reasons for rejoicing. The first is the nature of God. The second is that this same God is an Answering God. Everything that happens in the life of the psalmist derives from this fact: that God had answered him. Therefore, he is "bold and stouthearted" (v. 3), his life is preserved (v. 7), and he is "saved" (v. 7). The poet's conclusion is that God, having made us, "will not abandon the work of your hands" (v. 8).
*Homiletics has treated this text in other installments. Select Psalm in the Scripture Index drop-down menu and click GO.

Mark 3:20-35
What Does the Text Say?
As the text opens, those who thought they had known Jesus the longest and the best — his oldest friends and family — cannot comprehend all the stir and turmoil that now follows him. Their conclusion is that Jesus was "out of his mind" (v. 21). Standing "outside" — apparently both physically and metaphorically — his family calls out to him announcing a family intervention. This unprecedented behavior leads Jesus to offer a pronouncement about the new nature of kinship, where the priority of blood family ties recedes in favor of spiritual ties that bind together all those who do "the will of God." Jesus' answer avoids insulting his family, as would ignoring them or directly refusing their wishes. Outright disobedience to parental authority on Jesus' part would lower his own honored status into the gutter. But Jesus avoids this trap by raising the stakes. By appealing to a higher law, a greater will, to legitimate his actions, doing God's will becomes the standard, a standard that allows Jesus to redefine family boundaries. Today's other "hot button" is blasphemy. The "scribes" continue to pick at Jesus' credentials for performing exorcisms. But Jesus easily disarms the barbed accusations of "blasphemy" that the scribes hurl at him. His logic shoots down their attack ("How can Satan cast out Satan?") and sinks them deeper into shame.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
The Intervention. The intervention we're talking about is not the one the family had planned for Jesus (whom they thought had gone out of his ever-lovin' mind), but rather the intervention that Jesus gave his family! This was not what they expected. They could not have known that instead of putting Jesus right, Jesus would put his family in their place. It was perhaps the first "Come to Jesus Meeting" in the history of humankind. Jesus, not too much of a family values guy, makes it clear that doing the will of God comes before family relationship. That's why Jesus could say enigmatically that he'd come to pit father against sons and daughters and husband against wife, and so on. God's work comes first. It's no surprise then that we know scarcely anything about Jesus' earthly family. If you have to bury your father, rather than do God's work, you're not fit for the kingdom, Jesus will say later. So, if Jesus were to step into our congregation today, what would the intervention look like? About what would Jesus need to intervene?
*Homiletics has treated this text in other installments. Select Mark in the Scripture Index drop-down menu and click GO.

Animating Illustrations
Christianity offers something far more valuable and long-lasting than the things of this world: Inner renewal and eternal life. It knows the truth of what is said by a character in the novel The Little Prince, “It is only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the eye.”
—Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, The Little Prince (San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1943), 70.
##
[Rev. Faith] Fowler wanted to build the tiny homes without government funding, “primarily because government dollars can be slashed or eliminated at any time.” She found fundraising has been easier than expected; the tiny homes have received wide faith-based support from across the state. In the past three years, while political passions have sometimes made it hard for families and congregations to talk to each other, “this project has brought people out of the woodwork,” Fowler said. “It has given us a common language.” She likens it to an urban barn raising. “It has been thrilling to see how people have been galvanized.”
There are many aspects of the tiny homes that can appeal to groups in different places on the political and social spectrum. Conservative congregations — and local corporations such as Ford and General Motors — can be drawn by connections between homeownership and personal responsibility. More progressive churches likely appreciate naming and addressing inequality, as well as the homes’ energy-efficient designs and appliances and their solar panels. 
—Celeste Kennel-Shank, “Amid Detroit’s housing crisis, tiny homes offer residents new hope,” The Christian Century, March 31, 2020, www.christiancentury.org.
##
(In one of his best-loved Prairie Home Companion monologues, Garrison Keillor reflects back on his school days in rural Minnesota. Each farm child was assigned a “storm home” in town: a family who’d offered to let a child stay the night, in case of a blizzard. The day he received the slip of the paper with the name of his “storm home” family, Keillor walked by the house and fantasized about the Kloeckl family, whom he’d never met.)

It looked like the home of the kindly old couple that the children lost in the forest suddenly come upon in the clearing and know they are lucky to be in a story with a happy ending. That was how I felt about the Kloeckls … though my family might have wondered about my assignment to a Catholic home, had they known. We were suspicious of Catholics, enough to wonder if the Pope had ordered them to take in little Protestant children during blizzards and make them say the Rosary for their suppers. But I imagined the Kloeckls had personally chosen me as their storm child because they liked me. “Him!” they had told Mr. Detman. “In the event of a blizzard, we want that boy! The skinny one with the thick glasses!” 
No blizzard came during school hours that year, all the snowstorms were convenient evening or weekend ones, and I never got to stay with the Kloeckls, but they were always in my thoughts and they grew large in my imagination. My Storm Home. Blizzards aren't the only storms and not the worst by any means. I could imagine worse things. If the worst should come, I could go to the Kloeckls and knock on their door. "Hello," I'd say. "I'm your storm child." 
"Oh, I know," she'd say. "I was wondering when you'd come. Oh, it's good to see you. How would you like a hot chocolate and an oatmeal cookie?" 
We'd sit at the table.  "Looks like this storm is going to last a while." 
"Yes."
"Terrible storm. They say it's going to get worse before it stops. I just pray for anyone who's out in this." 
"Yes." 
"But we're so glad to have you. I can't tell you. Carl! Come down and see who's here!" 
Is it the storm child?" 
"Yes!  Himself, in the flesh!" 
—Garrison Keillor, Lake Wobegon Days (Viking, 1985), 248-249.
##
(In his poem, “The Death of the Hired Man,” Robert Frost shares the conversation of a farm couple, Mary and Warren, about a farmhand, Silas, who had abruptly left their employment some time before, and has suddenly showed up at their home, deathly ill.)

‘Warren,’ she said, ‘he has come home to die:
You needn’t be afraid he’ll leave you this time.’
‘Home,’ he mocked gently.
‘Yes, what else but home?
It all depends on what you mean by home.
Of course he’s nothing to us, any more
Than was the hound that came a stranger to us
Out of the woods, worn out upon the trail.’
‘Home is the place where, when you have to go there,
They have to take you in.’
‘I should have called it
Something you somehow haven’t to deserve.’
—Robert Frost, “The Death of the Hired Man,” PoetryFoundation.org.
Full poem is online at:
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44261/the-death-of-the-hired-man.
Retrieved December 17, 2020.
##
In one of her books, Anne Lamott tells the story of a 7-year-old girl who got lost in the large town where she lived. A police officer stopped to help. He put her in his squad car and slowly drove her through several nearby neighborhoods, hoping she’d spot a familiar landmark.
Suddenly the girl pointed to a church. “You can let me out now,” she said.
“Are you sure?”
She answered, “This is my church, and I can always find my way home from here.”
##
A year had passed, since those same spires and roofs had faded from their eyes. It seemed, to them, a dozen years. Some trifling changes, here and there, they called to mind; and wondered that they were so few and slight. In health and fortune, prospect and resource, they came back poorer men than they had gone away. But it was home. And though home is a name, a word, it is a strong one; stronger than magician ever spoke, or spirit answered to, in strongest conjuration.
—Charles Dickens, describing sailors returning to port in Martin Chuzzlewit (Andrew Lang, 1868), 159-160.
##
Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of our biggest buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of America. These acts shattered steel, but they cannot dent the steel of American resolve.
—President George W. Bush, Address to the nation, September 11, 2001.
##

Commentary
2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:1
Paul's communication with the Corinthians continues to discuss how a life of faith is not always a life of ease or comfort. However, from Paul's perspective of faith, this does not mean it is a life without success or without a sense of joy. Indeed, by suffering in this life, even as Christ himself suffered, the Christian calls attention to the life of Christ within him and the ministry of Christ around him. Thus, Paul speaks powerfully of Christ's death "at work in us, but life [is at work] in you" (v. 12).
In verse 13, Paul alludes to the psalmist's faith when faced with suffering and laced with pain: "I kept my faith, even when I said, 'I am greatly afflicted'" (Psalm 116:10). When Paul praises the psalmist's persevering spirit, he claims, "we have the same spirit of faith." Some translators have suggested that with this "we" Paul intentionally includes the obstreperous Corinthians, perhaps forcing them to see their own combative nature as part of the sufferings and afflictions that will, in the long run, build up the body of Christ. Paul's preaching had earned him plenty of trouble (as detailed in verses 8-11), but it has also brought him to the attention of many more people than normal for a mere "preacher."
If Paul's suffering and the Corinthian spirit are combining to build up Christ within the faithful, this new unity will reach its fruition when all stand together in the presence of the Lord. Paul knits himself into the fabric of this community by emphasizing how unified they will be by all the conflicts they have suffered together. Everything, Paul insists, happens for the sake of the glory of God. The Greek in verse 15 is ambiguous. It can mean that grace grows through the number of faithful or through the depth of the faith nurtured by shared membership in the body of Christ. Whether this is a reference to the quantity or quality of grace, it ushers in the same outcome — a similar increase in "thanksgiving," or even more poetically, the growth of grace in "graciousness."
Thus, Paul can assert again (as he had in 2 Corinthians 4:1), "we do not lose heart." Paul explains the buoyancy of his spirit by contrasting his "inner" and "outer" natures. Note that Paul is not speaking of some immortal "soul" that is trapped inside the shell of some worthless mortal body (soma sema). Neither should "wasting away" be read as a gradual demise due to the natural aging process of the body — as the outer nature grows old and frail, the "inner nature" or spiritual self becomes more active and attractive.
The "outer " nature is the life that begins in each Christian when he or she forms a believing relationship with Christ. It is continually in process throughout the life of the Christian and is only completed and perfected when the Christian stands before Christ in glory.
While the life experienced by the "outer" nature is real, it is also seen by Paul as only "momentary." No matter how difficult the days we experience with our outer nature, they are "lightweights" when compared to the glory God has in store for us. The future for the Christian is a bountiful, never-ending, "eternal weight of glory beyond all measure" (v. 17).
Paul believes this coming glory is not far distant. Having contrasted the "inner" and "outer" natures of a Christian, he now offers the contrasts of "seen" and "unseen," "temporary" and "eternal." That which is "seen," those hardships and troubles that assail the outer nature, are only temporary — they have no life beyond the moment. These things therefore have no power, Paul implies, and they should not bother the believer nor cause one to "lose heart."
The inner nature, our Christ-filled center, is as yet "unseen" — hidden from the world inside the weak and troubled outer nature. But this "unseen" core is what remains eternally. This inner nature is exactly what will receive the weight beyond measure of the God-promised glory. Paul expected the return of Christ quite soon, perhaps even within his own lifetime. No wonder he could not imagine losing heart! The eternal gift of the Spirit and the joy of standing before the very presence of Christ awaited the inner nature of the Christian in the coming age.

Conversation with the Children: 2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:1
Show the children a shoebox and tell them that it contains one of the most important things in the world. Ask them to guess. After they make their guesses, take off the lid and show them — nothing! The box is empty. Then tell them that one of the most important things in the world is the "spirit of faith," which is invisible (v. 13). Ask them if they can tell you anything about the faith. Explain that we have faith when we trust that God raised Jesus from the dead, and when we trust that God will raise us from the dead and take us to be with him in heaven. It would be nice if we could see this with our eyes, but we can't. Point out that there are many important things that we cannot see, but still we know are true — the love our parents have for us, and the friendship we have for each other in the church. The apostle Paul said, "We look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal" (v. 18). Things like faith, love and friendship can't be seen, but they're important and they are eternal, which means that they will never go away. What other things are real but can't be seen? Close the shoebox, and say that it doesn't matter if the box looks empty. Some of the most important things in the world are invisible and eternal.

Worship Resources
Calls to Worship — General
Leader: We yearn to be in the presence of the Holy One,
People: To linger in the house of prayer,
Leader: To walk beside still streams,
People: To behold the radiance of creation,
Leader: To sing as matches our joy,
People: To offer our sacrifice of service,
Leader: To dwell all our days enfolded in the love of God,
People: To praise God with our deeds and melodies.

Prayers — General
Let us open our hearts and minds to the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. May God’s Spirit be here, leading us toward a more mature faith, nurturing our hope and embracing us in love. Lord, remind us that the Scriptures proclaim to us of God’s abiding and forgiving love. Remind us, Lord, that you have called us to be peacemakers. Our world is so divided and troubled. Now we need your great and worthy guidance to take up the message and practice of biblical peacemaking. May we be persons of redeeming love and reconciling peace. In the name of Jesus, our risen Lord and Savior. Amen.

Benedictions — General
With the Lord, one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, but is patient with you. As you go from God's house today, be resolved to share God's promises, be messengers of the Lord in all you say and do. And may God our Creator, Jesus the Christ, and the love of the Holy Spirit be with you always. Amen.

Hymns
For the Beauty of the Earth
Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Take My Life, and Let It Be

Worship and Praise 
Faithful Now (Vertical Worship)
How Great Is Our God
Hosanna (Hillsong Worship)
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Second Sunday After Pentecost, Cycle B
1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, (11:14-15)
Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:1
Mark 3:20-35
