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Acts 2:1-21
Universal Charger
We are being given a Holy Spirit Hi-Charger, one that puts power into just the right spot. 

##

HOLY SPIRIT
PENTECOST

##

[TOC]
The Holy Spirit fills us with the power of God and challenges us to share that divine energy with others.

AT A GLANCE: 
The flame of God’s presence is always with us, and the Spirit pushes us to reach out and share that divine energy with others. The book of Acts challenges us to break down barriers of language, location, and other demographics, and be like a universal charger, connecting to people who may not be exactly like ourselves. 

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s psalm, see “Divine Design,” May 19, 2013. 

Tesla. Chevy. Nissan. Porsche. Audi. VW. A dozen major car-makers are now building electric vehicles, and the market is expected to grow.
But there’s a problem: The charging ports are all over the cars.
When you go to a gas station to fill up your gas-powered car, you can be pretty sure that you will pump gas into the tank from the side of the car, near the rear. But where do you put the charger into your electric car?
Could be the front. Or the back. Or one of the sides.
Very confusing.
In Korea, the car-maker Hyundai recently embarked on a project of building public charging stations in Seoul, and they wanted to accommodate as many car brands as possible. According to Fast Company magazine, they tapped the consulting firm McKinsey to design a universal charger that would easily work with any electric car.
The result was the “Hyundai Hi-Charger,” and you’ll never guess what inspired its design. “Self-serve car washes,” says a partner at McKinsey. “They have the sprayer hanging down from the top and it kind of rotates around.”
Same with the Hyundai Hi-Charger. It has a beacon, featuring a glowing halo. The halo rotates and drops the charging cable in just the right spot, depending on the make and model of your electric car.
It’s a universal charger.
The book of Acts tells us that “there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem” (2:5). Yes, there were “Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs” (vv. 9-11).
Lots of brands. More variety than what you find today in electric cars.
The first followers of Jesus were just one brand of Jew: Galileans. They weren’t the most highly educated residents of Jerusalem, and most people expected their language abilities to be limited. But God was at work on a surprising design.
The followers of Jesus were “all together in one place,” says the book of Acts (v. 1). The King James Version says that they were “with one accord,” but this has nothing to do with the Honda Accord. They had come together to celebrate the Feast of Weeks, which was focused on God’s gift of the law to the Israelites. 
Suddenly from heaven “there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability” (vv. 2-4).
God was determined to fill them with power. The Holy Spirit came with the rush of a violent wind, like the wind from God that “swept over the face of the waters” on the first day of creation (Genesis 1:2). The Spirit danced with divided tongues, as of fire, like the burning bush that revealed God to Moses — a bush that “was blazing, yet it was not consumed” (Exodus 3:2). The Galilean disciples began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability, making it possible for them to communicate with devout Jews from every nation.
The Holy Spirit was a Universal Charger.
This same Spirit is available to us today, and it is charging us in the same way that it charged the first followers of Jesus. Our challenge is to receive what the Spirit wants to offer us, and then to share that divine energy with others. We are being given a Holy Spirit Hi-Charger, not a Hyundai Hi-Charger, but in both cases, their power is put into just the right spot.

One and Many
First, the Spirit is a creative force in our lives, just as the wind of God was a creative power in the making of the heavens and the earth. In Acts, the Spirit creates the Christian community, which is why Pentecost is sometimes called the “birthday” of the church.
Notice that God’s Spirit is poured out on a collection of believers. “The Holy Spirit is not a ‘personal’ gift from God that each believer privatizes,” says biblical professor Robert Wall. The fact that the Spirit appeared to a group is “the distinguishing mark of a people belonging to God.”
We tend to have an individualistic view of faith in the United States, and many people talk about having a personal relationship with Jesus. There is nothing wrong with that, but what is created by the Spirit on Pentecost is a distinctive and powerful community faith. 
The challenge for us as the Christian community is to be simultaneously both one and many. This means that we are one in our worship of the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. But we are many in our expressions of the faith, because we are connected to the Trinity as Christians who are male, female, young, old, middle-aged, gay, straight, conservative, liberal, musical, tone-deaf, native-born and recent immigrants.
One and many. That may seem like an impossible contradiction, but remember that the Triune God is also both one and many: One God in three persons. In God’s own self is a single God who is also a community made up of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. We need to remember that the Holy Spirit came on Pentecost to a diverse collection of believers, and this Spirit created something new and powerful: The Christian community.

God Is with Us
Next, the Spirit shows us that God is right in front of us, just as the fire of the burning bush told Moses that God was present in his life. On Pentecost, “divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them” (Acts 2:3). This fire was impossible to ignore, and it brilliantly showed that the power of God was with them.
Such fire is nothing new in Holy Scripture. When God liberated his people from captivity in Egypt, the Lord went in front of them “in a pillar of fire” (Exodus 13:21). Then, “the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel” (Exodus 24:17). When the prophets Elijah and Elisha were walking along, “a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven” (2 Kings 2:11). 
The Lord “will come in fire,” promises the prophet Isaiah, “and his chariots like the whirlwind” (Isaiah 66:15). And in a vision in the book of Revelation, John says that the eyes of Christ will be “like a flame of fire” (Revelation 1:14).
Pillar of fire. Devouring fire. A chariot of fire. A flame of fire. What unites these blazing sights? All are signs of the presence and power of God.
Again and again, God comes into the middle of human life and appears to us. Sometimes these appearances are brilliant, like tongues of fire on the day of Pentecost. Sometimes they are more subtle, like the squeeze of a hand, an encouraging word, an expression of forgiveness, a statement of love. But whether God comes in blazing fire or in warm words, God is present and powerful. 
The promise of Pentecost is that God is with us, always with us, and this is true for all Christians, not just those labeled Pentecostal or charismatic. It echoes the promise made when Jesus was given the name Emmanuel, which means “God is with us” (Matthew 1:23). God is our Universal Charger, giving us the healing and help we need, in every time and place and situation.

Share the Charge
Finally, the Holy Spirit gives us the ability to communicate with people of every race and culture, just as it enabled the first followers of Jesus to connect with the diverse Jews of Jerusalem. The apostle Peter quickly discovered that the gift of the Spirit was not a private gift to him. It was given to him so that he could share God’s deeds of power with others.
Taking a bold stand, Peter announced to the people of Jerusalem, “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh” (Acts 2:17). Yes, the Spirit was coming to fill not just Peter and the other followers of Jesus, but a diverse group of sons and daughters, young men and old men, and even men and women who were slaves. All of the cultural barriers that had previously existed were breaking down, and now, said Peter, “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (v. 21).
The Holy Spirit wants us to break down barriers and share God’s energy with others. This may involve learning a new language, or teaching English as a Second Language. It may require hosting an immigrant fellowship within an established church building. It may challenge us to take a church service out into the parking lot, or on to the lawn, to reach people who do not feel comfortable entering a church building. It may require robust support for campus ministry to reach college students who are wrestling with faith questions at a pivotal time in their lives.
So often, we are content to hold worship services for ourselves and pitch our Bible studies and discussion groups to people who are already in the church. But the book of Acts challenges us to be a Universal Charger, connecting us with people who are unlike ourselves.
The Holy Spirit remains a creative force in the world, one that is continuing to form the Christian community. The flame of God’s presence is always with us, working powerfully in our lives. And the Spirit pushes us to reach outward to every race and nationality, sharing divine energy with others.
That’s a Hi-Charge Holy Spirit, one that fills us — and others — with the power of God.
—Henry Brinton and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.
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THE OTHER TEXTS
May 23, 2021, Cycle B
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
What Does the Text Say?
At 35 verses, Psalm 104 is one of the longer psalms, and it is a wisdom composition that celebrates the Lord as the Creator of all living creatures. Biblical Israel's inability to secure successfully the coastal region of the promised land that remained under Philistine control for much of the period of biblical Israel may have been a primary reason Israel never developed a seafaring culture. The reference to "the ships" (v. 26) almost certainly refers to ships belonging to someone other than Israel. All living creatures depend on the regular and predictable cycle of nature for their sustenance, described in verses 27-28 as the opening of the divine hand. The converse is also true: When God turns away from the earth (v. 29), living creatures are "dismayed." The divinely given breath (v. 29) was the source and evidence of life for all living creatures. Respiration was the paramount sign of life, and its absence signaled death. The psalm concludes with a doxological paean to the Lord, and a vow of perpetual praise followed by a petition for the acceptance of the psalmist's meditation (v. 34).
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
The Creative Force. If you study the online usage of the expression "brings a certain energy," you find that the expression often refers to athletes and their contributions to their respective clubhouse, playing field or team in general. We found a pastor who referred to his wife in a devotional blog saying, "She brings a certain energy and delight to everything she does." You may be able to connect this expression to certain people in your congregation, community or city. You know someone who's a very force of nature, the embodiment of creativity, the personification of energy. Whatever they do and wherever they go, they bring force, creative insight, change and something new to the table. Now, go to our psalm. This is Pentecost Sunday. You might say this psalm gives us a prequel to the main story found in Acts 2:1-21. In this psalm, we see the creative force of the Spirit. See verse 30, "When you send forth your spirit, they are created." Talk about the role of the Spirit in creation. Conclude by suggesting that we, filled with the Spirit, now bring to our narrow slice of the world this same creative force and energy. What changes might we expect?
*Homiletics has treated this text in other installments. Select Psalm in the Scripture Index drop-down menu and click GO.

Romans 8:22-27
What Does the Text Say?
The apostle argues that creation has been pregnant — until now. And, as part of this creation, we, too, have been awaiting birth, not as those giving birth, but as those born. In fact, having been born of the Spirit, we “groan” for our “adoption” and “redemption.” We know it will happen, and thus we hope for the unseen and wait for it.
This waiting is not an easy task. But again, we are reminded on this Pentecost Sunday that the Spirit “helps us in our weakness.” The apostle seems to link our ability to wait with our ability to pray. Being assisted in the latter by the Spirit will help us in our performance of the former. God, who knows our hearts, also knows the “mind of the Spirit,” and this same Spirit “intercedes for the saints.”
Pentecost, then, is the beginning of a new period of “waiting” in the life of the church. The “until now” of verse 22 does not mean that the “groaning in labor pains” has been ongoing “until now” but has now come to a conclusion, but rather that this painful and uncomfortable waiting has been until the apostle’s time but continues unabated until the eschatological moment when creation will be “set free” (v. 21). So we wait.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Waiting. We yield the floor to Paul Tillich, eminent theologian of the 20th century and professor of philosophical theology at Union Theological Seminary and later Harvard University. This brief excerpt is from chapter 18, “Waiting,” from his out-of-print book The Shaking of the Foundations:
“Both the Old and the New Testaments describe our existence in relation to God as one of waiting. In the psalmist there is an anxious waiting; in the apostle there is a patient waiting. Waiting means not having and having at the same time. For we have not what we wait for; or, as the apostle says, if we hope for what we do not see, we then wait for it. The condition of man’s relation to God is first of all one of not having, not seeing, not knowing, and not grasping.
“A religion in which that is forgotten, no matter how ecstatic or active or reasonable, replaces God by its own creation of an image of God. Our religious life is characterized more by that kind of creation than anything else. I think of the theologian who does not wait for God, because he possesses him, enclosed within a doctrine. I think of the biblical student who does not wait for God, because he possesses him, enclosed in a book. I think of the churchman who does not wait for God, because he possesses him, enclosed in an institution. I think of the believer who does not wait for God, because he possesses him, enclosed within his own experience.
“It is not easy to endure this not having God, this waiting for God. It is not easy to preach Sunday after Sunday without convincing ourselves and others that we have God and can dispose of him. It is not easy to proclaim God to children and pagans, to skeptics and secularists, and at the same time to make clear to them that we ourselves do not possess God, that we, too, wait for him.
“I am convinced that much of the rebellion against Christianity is due to the overt or veiled claim of the Christians to possess God, and therefore, also, to the loss of this element of waiting, so decisive for the prophets and the apostles.
“Let us not be deluded into thinking that, because they speak of waiting, they waited merely for the end, the judgment and fulfillment of all things, and not for God who was to bring that end. They did not possess God; they waited for him. For how can God be possessed? Is God a thing that can be grasped and known among other things? Is God less than a human person? We always have to wait for a human being. Even in the most intimate communion among human beings, there is an element of not having and not knowing, and of waiting. Therefore, since God is infinitely hidden, free and incalculable, we must wait for him in the most absolute and radical way. He is God for us just insofar as we do not possess him.”
*Homiletics has treated this text in other installments. Select Romans in the Scripture Index drop-down menu and click GO.

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
What Does the Text Say?
This text is the record of a poignant conversation Jesus has with his disciples shortly before his death. The disciples' part of the conversation is implied. They evidently had some justifiable concerns about what was to happen to them — to the movement — when Jesus was gone. Jesus was going to die. He knew it and now they know it. Jesus acknowledges their fears by noting that they haven't really asked him where he's going. Jesus says that when he goes "away" the Advocate is going to come from the Father, the "Spirit of truth," and this Advocate will "testify" on Jesus' behalf, and, further, he will "prove the world wrong" about sin, righteousness and judgment. The Spirit will also "guide" the disciples into "all the truth" and will "declare to you the things that are to come." He will "glorify" Jesus and "take what is mine and declare it to you." It sounds like Jesus wanted to say more but was prevented by the fragile psyche of the disciples (v. 12). But, no matter, the Spirit will fill in the blanks later.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
What Name Do You Prefer? Are you Bob, Rob, Robert or Bobert? Harry or Harold. Henry, Hank or Henri? Betts, Beth, Liz, Lizzie, Lizbeth or Elizabeth? Sometimes, people prefer a particular name. A name may appear one way on a birth certificate or passport, but in day-to-day living, a nickname may be preferred. We bring this up because we wonder if there's a preferred way to refer to the third person of the Trinity. Here, the NRSV uses "Advocate" (vv. 15:26, 16:7). But the Advocate is also called "the Spirit of truth" (vv. 15:26, 16:13). The Spirit of truth is also referred by a personal pronoun. Christians refer to the Advocate, or Spirit of truth, as the Holy Spirit. Why? How come some texts refer to the Holy Spirit as the Holy Ghost? Some versions of the NT use the word "Paraclete" here. Others, the word "Comforter." The preacher might explain why he or she prefers one word or meaning above the other, and, in the process, provide some valued teaching about the ministry of the third person of the Trinity.
*Homiletics has treated this text in other installments. Select John in the Scripture Index drop-down menu and click GO.

Animating Illustrations
In the United States there currently are not enough fast charging stations [for electric cars]. In total, there are 150,000 gas stations in the U.S., compared to 10,000 public EV charging stations, according to Canaccord Genuity.
This presents a problem for consumers, with some psychological implications, as well. “The infrastructure is quite important,” said Llewellyn Vaughan-Edmunds, director of strategic marketing at Applied Materials. “Right now, there is an anxiety called an ‘anxiety mileage range.’ There is a paranoia that the battery is going to run out.”
—Mark LaPedus, “Electric cars gain traction, but challenges remain,” Semiconductor Engineering, April 22, 2019, https://semiengineering.com.
Perhaps the church faces a spiritual “anxiety range.” We don’t trust the Holy Spirit to fill us fully.
##
Picture an apple tree. Apples never grow in isolation. Those that fall from the tree eventually rot.
Similarly, efforts to be good or gentle or patient on my own usually fail. I simply can’t produce these qualities single-handedly. Although I might keep it up for a little while, sooner or later my pleasant veneer wears down.
If I’m “generous to a fault” and others don’t reciprocate — or at least notice and thank me — I become resentful. As I try to exercise self-control, the more I suppress my feelings, the louder they nag at me. I’ve even tried willing myself into patience.
When annoyed, I’d lecture myself. It never worked. “You’ve got to be patient,” I’d mutter to myself, all the while feeling like a cartoon character ready to shoot steam out my ears.
Knowing what I should do — even if I want to — doesn’t enable me to do it. Knowing and doing are two different things.
That’s where the power of the Holy Spirit makes all the difference. After all, the disciples didn’t manufacture the Holy Spirit, they received it. 
—Barbara Hosbach, “Thanks to the Spirit, fruits of Pentecost grow in us,” Catholic News Service, May 18, 2018, https://catholicphilly.com.
##
It’s something most of us learned years ago in science class. In order for an electrical charge to flow from a wall circuit into a light bulb, and make the bulb glow, there has to be a complete circuit. The common, two-pronged electrical plug is an example of that. In order for a lamp to work, power has to flow into it from one of the prongs, and return again through the other. Cause a break anywhere in the circuit — a frayed wire, a broken filament or a bulb insufficiently screwed in — and you’ll have no light.
The miracle of Pentecost is like that. God prepares spiritual power to flow into creation, but no inspiration will take place if the circuit is not completed. We need to position ourselves in such a way that the connection is made. Had the Jesus-followers not been “all together in one place,” ready for something miraculous to happen, there would have been no miracle — at least not in that place and time.
The first and essential action of the spiritual life is showing up.
##
Whenever I find a spark of that hidden fire that will sooner or later consume the old and create the new, I am drawn to it with love and hope, regarding it as a sign of my future home.
—Friedrich Schleiermacher
##
Inspiration usually comes during work, rather than before it.
—Madeleine L’Engle, The Summer of the Great-Grandmother (HarperOne, 1974), 143
##
Pentecost is God’s response to the power failure of the world.
—Walter Brueggemann
##
People who work in customer support for appliance companies can relate no end of anecdotes about bewildered callers whose appliances don’t work as expected. The support people have learned to ask some very basic questions first, about matters that have nothing to do with any defect in the device.
“Is it plugged in?”
“Is the circuit-breaker tripped?”
“Have you put in fresh batteries?”
A great many service calls begin with an irate consumer and end with that same person sheepishly saying, “Sorry, I should have checked that first.”
It doesn’t matter how well an appliance is designed or constructed. If it’s not connected to a power source, it’s just a doorstop.
So, too, with our spiritual lives.

Commentary
Acts 2:1-21
When this scene opens, we are told that the newly formed Christian community was all gathered together in one place for the feast of Pentecost. Pentecost was originally an agricultural festival marking the first harvest of the growing season. Called in Hebrew Shavuot, or “weeks,” it is seven weeks past Passover, or roughly the 50th day after Passover.
Eventually the original agrarian meaning of Pentecost was replaced with a commemoration of the giving of the land of Canaan to the Israelites, and even later it became associated with the observance of the giving of the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. Although there are many overtones in this passage that call to mind the theophany at Sinai (fire and wind and the giving of testimony to share), many New Testament scholars argue that the connection between Pentecost and the giving of the Law only became popular toward the end of the second century, and thus would have postdated Luke.
There is also another, more basic association for these images, however, and that is their common use as attributes or symbols of the Holy Spirit, which Luke specifically identifies as the source of these phenomena. In both Hebrew and Greek, the Spirit of God is symbolized by wind — with which its name is synonymous. According to Acts 1:13-26, the gathering of the community upon which the Holy Spirit breathes its tongues of fire, numbering about 120 persons, would have consisted of the 11 remaining original apostles, the newly chosen Matthias and “certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.”
The description of the arrival of the Spirit is first completely auditory. It is a “sound like the rush of a violent wind” from heaven. It is so loud it fills the house where the group is gathered. The oblique language describing this sound reminds one of the slightly circuitous way that the theophanic wind is described in 1 Kings 19:12 (“like a sound of sheer silence” or “like a gentle whisper” [NIV]), or the way in which everything related to God is “something like” something else in the first chapters of Ezekiel. The resistance to directly describing God or God’s spirit is a very ancient phenomenon.
Even once the sound of the Spirit has descended and has given way to a visual appearance, it is a strange vision of “tongues, as of fire.” The image of the “tongues” of fire is also found in the book of Enoch (14:8-15; 71:5), but according to Ernst Haenchen (The Acts of the Apostles: A Commentary [Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1971], 168), the image in Enoch does not have anything to do with language but is rather simply an “element of divinity.” The image of the “tongue” of fire may also, however, be connected to a roundabout association between the spoken word and swords, which in Hebrew are said to have “mouths.” This image of the spoken word, specifically the “word of God” resembling a sword, is, of course, found in Hebrews 4:12, and if there was such a connection in Luke’s mind, there is also precedence for swords made of fire elsewhere in Scripture, specifically, in Genesis 3:24. Whatever the association, these objects, which seemed like tongues of fire, come to rest on each of those present, and soon their words are radically changed into the miraculous testimony of the Holy Spirit.
At this point in the scene, it seems that we have shifted from a private setting (namely the house in which the community had gathered) to a public one (in the midst of the crowd that had come to town for the festival). We are also told that the Jews who had come to Jerusalem for the feast heard “the sound,” and then heard the Christians speaking in various languages. It is unclear if they heard the earlier sound of the wind, or simply the sound of more than 100 inspired people speaking in various languages, which they then gradually began to sort out. There is also some discussion among scholars as to what this spoken phenomenon is that Luke is describing.
Most agree that Luke is not describing the whole community experiencing glossolalia. What appears to be described would be better called xenolalia, the speaking of various intelligible forms of foreign languages. According to Richard J. Dillon, xenolalia is more likely because everyone in the crowd understands that it is the “mighty acts of God” that are being spoken of by the Christians, “the same as when the Gentile converts speak ‘in tongues’ in 10:46.” Dillon goes on to state that 10:46 and 19:6 confirm Luke’s consistent interest in reinterpreting the “tongues” prompted by the Spirit in terms of inspired and intelligible preaching of the Word. “It is conceivable that Luke’s outlook had been influenced by Paul’s critique of the glossolalia in 1 Corinthians 14:2-19 comparing their incomprehensible sounds unfavorably with the edifying words of prophecy.” According to Dillon, this means that the miracle of Pentecost was more than just miraculous speech. It was an event of more “lasting significance: the inauguration of a mission that would cross all language barriers” (“Acts of the Apostles,” New Jerome Biblical Commentary [Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 1990], 731).
This view is also borne out by the range of nations that are said to be represented by the Jews present in the scene. They are from points to the far east (Elam) and the far west (Rome). They are from African nations (Egypt and Libya), desert nations (Arabia), as well as island nations (Crete). Miraculous witnessing to these gathered would in fact constitute spreading the word of God to most of the known world of the time. In addition to the significance of this event as a beginning of the spread of the Christian gospel to the whole of the Gentile world, the gathered crowd also represents the Jewish diaspora, gathered in Jerusalem as prophecy predicted by the fire of God and the power of God’s might (Isaiah 66:15-20).
Thus, the word of God not only seeks to go out and find new hearers in the world, it also seeks to draw back to itself its original hearers, the Jews. And as the citation from Joel 3:1-5 makes clear, the Spirit not only intends to fulfill prophecy, but to inspire it as well, beginning a new age of inspiration intended for all people, male and female, of all ages and nationalities, signaling that the great Day of the Lord is dawning in the world.

Conversation with the Children: Acts 2:1-21
Show the children a balloon, and then blow it up. Hold the balloon in front of them and ask them if there is power in the balloon. Say that there certainly is, and then release the air from the balloon so it blows some scraps of paper across the floor. Blow the balloon up again, and say the balloon also has power to make noise. Stretch the opening of the balloon and let the air out so the balloon squeals as the air is released. Tell them the story of Pentecost, in which the Holy Spirit of God came to the followers of Jesus with “a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting” (v. 2). Say that this coming of the Holy Spirit was like you blowing up the balloon because the followers were filled with the Spirit. Then ask if Jesus’ followers kept the Spirit to themselves. No! Explain that they went out into the world and did powerful things, more powerful than the blowing of paper across the floor. Emphasize that Jesus’ followers made some noise, “speaking about God’s deeds of power” in a variety of languages, sounding even stranger than a squealing balloon (v. 11). Close by saying that God wants to fill us with his Holy Spirit again today — and have us share his power and make some noise in the world.

Worship Resources
Calls to Worship — Pentecost
Leader: Come, Holy Spirit, come. Be the wind and fire that transform our lives.
People: Breathe upon us as we study your word of life.
Leader: Kindle faith from our believing doubt.
People: Cleanse us from our waywardness.
Leader: Deepen our passion for sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ.
People: Give us voice to proclaim your mighty works in every tongue.
All: Fill your church with power. Come, Holy Spirit, come!

Prayers — General
Holy Spirit, you carry our prayers to the heart of God. You place our feet on the path of peace. You stir our desire for the eternal presence. You open the way to deep truth. Like wind upon the water, like tongues of living fire, come, Holy Spirit, abide with us. Amen.

Benedictions — Pentecost
May the living waters of the Spirit flow through your body;
May the burning fire of the Spirit warm your heart;
May the rushing wind of the Spirit fill your lungs,
Inspiring you to new words and deeds,
All in the name of the living Christ. Amen.

Hymns
See How Great a Flame Aspires
Spirit of the Living God
The Church’s One Foundation

Worship and Praise 
Breathe on Us (Jobe)
Holy Spirit Living Breath of God
Every Time I Feel the Spirit
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Day of Pentecost, Cycle B
Acts 2:1-21* or Ezekiel 37:1-14*
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b*
Romans 8:22-27* or Acts 2:1-21*
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15*
*Go to Scripture Index for additional treatments of these texts.
