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SUMMARY
A new energy source was discovered on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit entered a house full of followers of Jesus. 

AT A GLANCE
The Holy Spirit is an energy source that gives us courage to connect with neighbors in life-giving ways. This Pentecost power isn’t found primarily in programs or policies, but in the Holy Spirit of God. And it helps us bring warmth and light to the world.

ALTERNATE READINGS
For material based on today’s epistle text, see “God Talk,” June 9, 2019. 

Two hundred years before the birth of Christ, coal mining started in China. Then, about 800 years later, the first windmill was constructed in Iran. Human beings have always needed power, and for centuries, they have pulled it from both the ground and the air.
Around the year 1700, the Māori people began to use geothermal power for cooking and heating. In 1868, the first modern solar power plant was built in Algiers. We think of geothermal and solar as being new technologies, but they’re not.
In 1859, the first oil well was drilled in Pennsylvania. This fueled the gas-powered automobile developed by Karl Benz in 1885. Oil and gas are at the heart of the internal combustion engines that have propelled cars and trucks ever since.
In 1908, the Blackhawk Generating Station was constructed in southern Wisconsin. It started off as a coal-fired power plant and was renovated in seven stages through the 20th century. Eventually, it generated electricity with power supplied by natural gas. Then, in 2010, the plant was decommissioned as a generating station.
But it is still a powerhouse. Just a very different kind. 
Beloit College has taken over this riverside power plant and turned it into a student union building focused on recreation and wellness. The college retained the architectural features and industrial equipment from the original Blackhawk Generating Station. But now the building generates physical fitness, personal connections and healthy living.
Picture this: A suspended, three-lane running track runs through every section of the building. The structure houses a fitness center and a recreational gym. There is an eight-lane competition swimming pool and an indoor turf field house. On top of this, the student union includes a coffee shop, student lounges, club rooms, conference center and auditorium, plus numerous spaces for conversation, collaboration and study. 
But this new facility is not designed only to benefit students, faculty and staff. The college also wanted to use the building to reach and connect with its community. So, a new pedestrian bridge and publicly accessible elevator link the student union to a number of local paths and parks. These new ties between college, town and river are generating a more vibrant set of community connections.
And what is the facility called? The Powerhouse. A former power plant is now creating a whole new kind of energy for Beloit College and the community around it.

God’s Powerhouse
New energy was also discovered on the day of Pentecost. The followers of Jesus were gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate a Jewish holiday, called Pentecost or “The Festival of Weeks.” It was a harvest festival, but also a time to give thanks for the gift of the law to Moses on Mount Sinai. The people of God were thankful for this law, which gave them inspiration and structure for their lives. 
The law was, in many ways, their historic power plant.
But then, when the Holy Spirit entered a house full of Jesus-followers, it created a new kind of powerhouse. It filled the apostles with new life, enabling them to communicate with a diverse group of people, speak boldly to a large crowd and fulfill the prophecy of Joel. The Spirit generated a more energetic and vibrant community of faith, which was connected in new ways with the surrounding community.
The apostles needed power. And they got it in an unexpected way.
Acts tells us that when the day of Pentecost had come, the followers of Jesus “were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability” (Acts 2:1-4).
The Holy Spirit came with “a sound like the rush of a violent wind.” Like the “wind from God” that swept over the face of the waters on the first day of creation (Genesis 1:2). Like the breath that Jesus breathed on his disciples when he said, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22). Wind, breath, Spirit — they are all the same creative and life-giving gift from God. 
Spirit is “the power of life that is in you,” says Presbyterian author Frederick Buechner. “When your spirit is unusually strong, the life in you unusually alive, you can breathe it into other lives, become literally in-spiring.” That’s exactly what God did on Pentecost. God “breathed and continues to breathe” into creation, says Buechner. God’s breath filled the apostles and inspired them, giving them the ability to go out and speak about God’s deeds of power to the Jews from every nation who were living in Jerusalem. The apostles were suddenly able to speak in a variety of languages, and the people “were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine’” (Acts 2:12-13).
Yes, when the Holy Spirit filled the apostles with new energy, new life and new ways of communicating, the people around them simply assumed they were drunk. In a sense, they were — drunk on God’s wind, breath and Spirit.
God created a Powerhouse on Pentecost, which gave the apostles a clean and sustainable source of energy. Unlike coal, oil or natural gas, the Spirit does not contribute to climate change. Unlike the wind of the air, it is always blowing. Unlike geothermal, it does not require drilling. And unlike solar, it is available even on cloudy days. All we have to do is ask for it.
A prime example of the Spirit’s power is found in the speech of the apostle Peter. This was the same Peter who had denied Jesus three times, saying, “I do not know him,” “I am not [a follower of Jesus],” and “I do not know what you are talking about!” (Luke 22:57-60). But once the Spirit came to him, he was filled with new energy, new life and new courage in communication.
Acts tells us that Peter raised his voice and addressed the crowd, saying, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose” (Acts 2:14-15). The Holy Spirit gave Peter the courage he needed to stand up to the skeptical crowd and speak boldly about what God was doing in the world, based on the prophecy of Joel. The prophet had said that God would pour out the Spirit on all people, and then “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (v. 21).
Peter and the apostles were energized not by electricity generated by coal-fired power plants or wind farms. No, their energy came from a new kind of powerhouse, in which the Holy Spirit enabled them to speak in diverse languages and offer a word of gospel hope. Like the Powerhouse at Beloit College, this new life was not dependent on technology. Instead, it was generated by personal connections with God and neighbors, and it was spread through conversation and collaboration.

A New Source of Power
Such spiritual power is needed today, if we are going to be part of a church that brings life, joy and hope to the world. Peter told the crowd that God’s Spirit was going to change their lives for the better: “Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,” he said, “and your young men shall see visions” (v. 17). 
New visions are being seen by Christians such as Shane Claiborne, who writes in his book, The Irresistible Revolution, that “the early Christian church was known as the Way. It was a way of life that stood in glaring contrast to the world. Of course, everyone was forewarned that in this kingdom everything is backward and upside-down — the last are first and the first are last, the poor are blessed and the mighty are cast from their thrones.”
Convinced that the Christian Way is a life-giving way, Shane and a group of friends moved into a small row house in a poor section of Philadelphia in 1997. Since then, they have shared food with folks who need it and run a community store out of their house. They have reclaimed abandoned lots and planted gardens in the concrete jungle. They have rehabbed abandoned houses and made friends with people in prison and on death row. Shane and his friends have seen a vision of another way to live — the Christian way. It is inspired by the Holy Spirit and directed toward changing the world for the better.
Men and women have been drawn to “the Way” (Acts 9:2) since the earliest days of the church. They have tapped into a source of power that comes from beyond themselves: A power that is not found primarily in programs, policies or institutions, but in the Holy Spirit of God. This Pentecost power is an energy source that can keep people burning with love for God and for the people around them, while radiating warmth and light to a cold, dark world. 
We can be part of the Christian Way by turning our church into a powerhouse. When we do this, we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit, an energy source that gives us both the courage and the ability to connect with people around us in life-giving ways. 
—Henry Brinton and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.
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THE OTHER TEXTS 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
What Does the Text Say?
The second half of Psalm 104, like the first half, is a great hymn of praise to God the Creator for the rich variety of blessings found in the natural world. The psalm’s language is eloquent and its ideas sublime, and the RCL editors have removed the fly in this otherwise fine literary ointment by excising the first half of the final verse (v. 35a). In addition to introducing an element of vitriol in an otherwise high-minded paean to God the Creator, the sentiment doesn’t fit its context.
Psalms focused on God’s works in creation often bear the influence of the wisdom tradition that was widespread in the ancient Near East long before Israel’s theologians began assembling the Bible; Psalm 104 is no exception. The role of wisdom in creation is stated explicitly in the opening verse of today’s reading: “O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all” (v. 24a, b). Those works have been catalogued in the first half of the psalm, and the second half will continue that list, focusing first on the sea (vv. 25-26) and then summarizing the biblical understanding of creation vis-à-vis living beings: “When you send forth your spirit [or “breath” or “wind”], they are created … when you take away their breath, they die” (vv. 30a, 29b). The echo of the creation story in Genesis 1 is unmistakable.
The psalm concludes with a doxological imperative from the psalmist to his own soul (which should be understood here, as elsewhere in the Old Testament, to refer to the essence of the psalmist, not an immaterial component separate from the whole individual): “Bless the Lord, O my soul” (v. 35b). This summons is found in several places in the Psalter (e.g., Psalm 103:1, 2, 20, 21, 22; 115:18).
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
The theme for this sermon might be something along the lines of “Oceans of Blessings.” (cf. the old gospel hymn “Showers of Blessing.”) The psalmist, like we preachers, uses examples to buttress the argument that the Creator God is loving and providential. Look at the creatures of the earth, in particular the creatures of the sea. Even they, “small and great,” “all look to” God “to give them their food in due season.” And when they get their daily bread, they’re joyful, and when it is withheld, they are “dismayed.” Focus on a specific sea creature. Take the blue whale, for example. Facts: They migrate farther than any other known animal, about 12,000 miles every year. The blue whale’s heart weighs 1,300 pounds and beats only about 10 times per minute. (By comparison, the human heart beats at least 70 times per minute.) The blue whale’s tail can generate 500 horsepower! Show slides of whales. Ask Sunday school kids to draw pictures of whales. Talk about whales in children’s story time. The preaching point? If God cares for sea creatures, God cares for us. Thus, like the psalmist, “I will sing praise to my God while I have being” (v. 33). See also Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s Gift From the Sea.

Romans 8:14-17
What Does the Text Say?
Romans 8:14-17 takes up the theme of slavery, adoption and status as children of God. Romans 7 ended with a passage in which Paul expresses the idea that his mind serves (the Greek word here means “to be a slave to” or “serve”) the law of God, but his body serves the law of sin (7:25). Chapter 8 picks up with Paul explaining that because of Christ’s action on the cross, we are no longer slaves to sin. If, by the power of the Spirit, we put to death the deeds of the body, we will live (8:13). Verse 14, however, throws in a twist. Paul’s logic until now has been that we are slaves to God. But in verse 14, he says we aren’t merely slaves, but sons. We aren’t to fall back into fear (says v. 15) because of this; in fact, we have the Spirit to prove our adoption, and that Spirit causes us to cry out Abba, the prattling word for “Dad” of little children. And if we’ve been adopted, says verse 17, then we aren’t only free from fear but also are heirs to the inheritance of God. We are, in fact, co-heirs with Christ. Co-heirs, that is, so long as we are suffering alongside Christ. For Paul, suffering results in glory and proves our status as children, showing the work that is happening within us. Paul finishes the chapter by showing that suffering is a necessary part of new birth and a sign of our hope. But Paul also finishes with assurances that the Spirit is with us in our weakness and that nothing in all creation can separate us from God’s love.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
This sermon is greatly informed by the historical understanding of adoption in Roman law, and the preacher cannot do justice to this text without studying a primer on Roman adoption laws. We are children of God not by nature — although made in God’s image — but by adoption. This in no way diminishes our rights as children of God. What is cool to realize is that we have full rights as though we were by nature, i.e., of the very essence of divinity itself, the children of God. The practical application in the context of this chapter of Paul’s highly theological and doctrinal treatise is that, if children of God in every sense except an ontological one, we should behave as such, and walk and live in God’s spirit, and not live as though we were merely — only — human beings. We are much more.

John 14:8-17, (25-27)
What Does the Text Say?
As part of his extended discourse after his last meal with the disciples, Jesus reiterates his unity with his Father and the benefits of that unity for his followers. Jesus assures them that because they have known him, they know and have seen the Father (14:7). Philip protests this assurance and begs to see the Father. This request shows Jesus that Philip, even after being with Jesus for quite some time, doesn’t really know him. Jesus claims that to see him is to see the Father. They abide in one another. The words Jesus speaks aren’t his own but are the Father’s. So also the works he does are done by the Father who remains in him. Jesus urges his disciples to believe that he and the Father abide in one another. If they cannot believe this statement, the works that God does through Jesus will help them do so.
If the disciples do believe in him, they will be able to do the works he does, and even greater ones. He is going to the Father, but they can still ask him to do anything. If they ask in his name, he will do it so the Father will be glorified. Their responsibility is to keep his commandments out of their love for him. To aid them in this, Jesus, once he joins the Father, will ask that God send the Spirit of truth to them as an advocate. They know who this Spirit is because they abide in Jesus, and Jesus abides in them. Once Jesus departs, this Spirit will teach them and remind them of all that Jesus has said.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
“Lord, show us the Father.” This is the voice of Philip, the one who found his friend Nathanael (John 1:43-51) and told him about Jesus, describing him as the one “about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote.” Yet here Philip isn’t clear. He doesn’t understand the connection between Jesus and God. The topic for sermonic discussion, then, is the human need for someone to “show us the Father.” To get at this metaphorically, the preacher might review the importance of establishing identity in this digital and virtual world of ours — one in which a lot of dangerous people lurk. What technologies are available today to establish one’s identity? (Fingerprints, dental records, retinal imaging, face-recognition technology, etc.) Then discuss how God might be identified. Jesus’ answer is that if we know Jesus, we know the Father. Still, it’s interesting to speculate on where we might find the fingerprints of God. Where might we see the face of God? There’s a triangulation at work here: God-Jesus-Us. If we embody Jesus, we then reflect the image of God and become the hands, eyes and face of God to others.

ANIMATING ILLUSTRATIONS
##

Beloit [college’s] website states, “A glorious 21st century use for a quintessentially 20th century facility, the [Powerhouse] provides a spectacular space for the community to come together to work, train, eat and play. It is a showcase of sustainable design and is housed in one of the state’s most important historic buildings, tying the college and the city of Beloit closer to the Rock River.”
“From the very outset, this has been both a project that was going to be enormously valuable to the college community and the city of Beloit,” Beloit College President Scott Bierman told the Wisconsin State Journal. “This project, at its core, is fundamentally a student center, and for those reasons, we expect that prospective students and their families will pay close attention to a college that has devoted this much energy and resources to improving the quality of their experience.”
With a history dating back over 100 years, the repurposing of the Blackhawk Generating Station serves as a standing monument linking the city’s past to those tasked with creating its future.
—Adam Redling, “Blackhawk down,” Construction & Demolition Recycling, October 15, 2020, www.cdrecycler.com.

##

One of my favorite bar signs is the one that promises “Free beer tomorrow.” That’s how I’ve always thought of nuclear fusion — a (theoretically) cheap, pollution-free and inexhaustible energy source, the promise of which has pretty much been a decade away ever since the technology was first tested 70 years ago.
When “nuclear energy” is discussed, it’s almost always in reference to nuclear fission, which generates energy by splitting atoms — and is the source of power for nuclear weapons and all of the nuclear generators in operation today.
Nuclear fusion, on the other hand, occurs when two positively charged nuclei merge. It’s the same kind of reaction that powers our sun. … That fusion releases energy, and if maintained, the ongoing reaction creates more energy than it consumes.
Electricity generated through fusion has no emissions, minimal waste, and there is no risk of out-of-control meltdowns like Chernobyl. The fuel, derived from helium or hydrogen, is cheap and plentiful.
That’s the theory. …
In order to generate power, the reaction would need to be self-perpetuating. For the scientists pursuing the atomic equivalent of tomorrow’s free beer, launching a self-sustaining fusion reaction is still tantalizingly out of reach.
But it is getting closer.
New advances … have led to a number of essential breakthroughs in recent months. …
“Fusion was always 10 years to forever away. It was about science; it was about research,” says Jane Hotchkiss, a 30-year veteran of the renewable energy industry. … “Now that we have a new generation of commercially focused physicists and engineers racing to put it into practical use, there is hope for the future.”
—Aryn Baker, “Nuclear Fusion Finally Finds Its Place in the Sun,” TIME, November 24, 2021.
https://time.com/6123622/nuclear-fusion-viability/.
Retrieved December 4, 2021.

##

“There were so many amazing objects within the building,” says Juliane Wolf, design principal and partner at Studio Gang. During the design process [for the Powerhouse], Wolf and her team did a building walk-through with some of the college’s students to get a sense of how they envisioned their future student union. …
Levers, dials, and gauges from the plant’s control station remain on display as a quirky callback, and the inverted cone shaped hoppers that once funneled coal into the building’s bowels now house a bar and will soon hold an indoor climbing wall. In the basement, students can play table tennis next to remnants of the oversized piping system that helped spin the plant’s turbines. …
Even the plant’s smokestack has been reused. Wolf explains that the space beneath it is now a conference center. A large piece of glass was placed at the ceiling where the smokestack enters the room, turning the former exhaust pipe of the factory into an unexpected skylight. “It’s a little bit more like an art installation,” she says. “It’s a smaller scale intervention, but it’s a fun way to engage with the building.”
—Nate Berg, “Why this coal power plant is the future of green building,” Fast Company, September 21, 2021, www.fastcompany.com.

##

Jesus, the son of God, dies on a cross in faithfulness to his divinely given mission of conquering the sinful powers of this world with a different power of God’s forgiving love. Like nothing else, the event of the cross forever shatters the equation of divine power with oppressive rule and self aggrandizing mastery over others. This is vividly expressed in one of the scenes under the cross. Those surrounding the dying Jesus mock him with the words: “He saved others; let him save himself” (Luke 22:35-37, 39). We might paraphrase these words as follows: “Show us that you have the power to save yourself, to survive, to look out for number one, and then we will believe that you can also help us. For we want to survive above all else, and we acknowledge power that is useful that end.” The conception of power held by those who mock Jesus is exactly the bondage from which he wants to set them free. Their conception of power is totally centered on themselves. In his suffering and death as in his ministry, Jesus refuses to invoke the power of God in a way that would merely support the dominant and dehumanizing ideas of divine and human power. He refuses to play the power games of this world.
—Daniel L. Migliore, The Power of God and the gods of Power (Westminster John Knox, 2008), 52-53.

##

The most common way people give up their power is by thinking they don’t have any.
—Alice Walker

##

O! had I the ability, and could reach the nation’s ear, I would, to-day, pour out a fiery stream of biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of the nation must be quickened; the conscience of the nation must be roused; the propriety of the nation must be startled; the hypocrisy of the nation must be exposed; and its crimes against God and man must be proclaimed and denounced.
What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer; a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim.
—Frederick Douglass, “The Meaning of July Fourth for the Negro” (1852), in The Life and Writings of Frederick Douglass, Volume II, Pre-Civil War Decade 1850-1860, ed. Philip S. Foner (International Publishers Co., 1950).
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2927t.html.
Retrieved December 4, 2021.

##

In the millennia since Christ walked with us on this Earth, we’ve often tried to box up the “wind” [of the Spirit] in manageable doctrines. We’ve exchanged the fire of the Spirit for the ice of religious pride. We’ve turned the wine back into water, and then let the water go stagnant and lukewarm. We’ve traded the gentle dove of peace for the predatory hawk or eagle of empire. When we have done so, we have ended up with just another religious system, as problematic as any other: too often petty, argumentative, judgmental, cold, hostile, bureaucratic, self-seeking, an enemy of aliveness.
In a world full of big challenges, in a time like ours, we can’t settle for a heavy and fixed religion. We can’t try to contain the Spirit in a box. We need to experience the mighty rushing wind of Pentecost. We need our hearts to be made incandescent by the Spirit’s fire.
—Brian D. McLaren, We Make the Road by Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation, and Activation (Jericho Books, 2014), 205.

##

COMMENTARY 
Acts 2:1-21
Luke tells the familiar yet fantastic story of Pentecost in this week’s text from Acts. Considerable scholarly ink has been spilled over precisely how Luke put together his account of this event — much of it focusing on just where Luke got all the various components his version weaves together. Rather than investigate all the possible threads that Luke may have used, we encourage you to help people view the completed tapestry Luke created to picture in living color the birthday of the church.
The first component in today’s text recounts the actual descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples. Luke begins by claiming that these still-faithful followers of Jesus were gathered “together in one place” (v. 1) — a reference that seems to suggest they were still closeted in some closed and secretive “upper room.” Although Luke himself doesn’t make any explicit references to the mountaintop experience at Sinai, his portrayal of the power and movement of the Holy Spirit certainly recalls the sudden force of the divine presence before Moses. Whether Luke himself intended to evoke a Sinai-type image, or his original source had that event in mind, the effect is the same. Both the fire and the wind have numerous echoes among God’s earlier prophets and servants in the Old Testament.
As sweepingly universal as the power is behind these images, Luke is careful to include particularity. The “tongues” that are like fire sweep over all the disciples, but one flame rests “on each of them” (v. 3). The Holy Spirit’s presence is felt personally as well as communally among all the gathered disciples.
What Luke describes as the immediate result of the descended Holy Spirit is a linguistic miracle. There’s a difference between the kind of language gift Luke reports these disciples experiencing on this day of Pentecost and the later experiences of “glossolalia” Peter and Paul witness and participate in (see Acts 10:46; 19:6; and 1 Corinthians 12:10). While these later experiences of “glossolalia” require interpretation for any understanding of the Spirit-induced language to be understood, this first example of Spirit-powered language skills provides interpretation. The disciples on Pentecost are apparently not speaking unknown or mysterious languages; they are clearly communicating in the common human tongues known throughout the settled, civilized world.
The purposive nature of the gift of tongues given at Pentecost is demonstrated by the subtle yet substantial shift in location Luke makes in verse 5. Suddenly, the walls of that secluded upper room disappear from Luke’s text. Somehow the Pentecost miracle is now taking place out in the open, public marketplace. The gathered witnesses to the linguistic miracle are more than just a random assortment of city dwellers. Jerusalem is filled with pilgrims present for the annual Jewish celebration of the grain harvest — a festival that brought in visitors from every diaspora community. Luke’s narrative expands this gathering to “every nation under heaven.” The geographical information Luke provides in verses 8-11 serves to represent the presence of the whole world as witnesses to the Holy Spirit’s first outpouring from the disciple community.
Furthermore, Luke’s presentation of this experience of “tongues” at Pentecost is one of communication, not just interpretation. The Holy Spirit’s first act is to empower the disciples, and the church, with voices that can speak to all the world. That there were later experiences of “glossolalia” or tongues-speaking that weren’t so intelligible to audiences who heard them seems to be indicated by the sneering accusation by some that the disciples were simply drunk. Neither that accusation (v. 13), nor Peter’s rejection of that conclusion (v. 15), seems to coincide with the kind of tongues-speaking described in verse 6. It is possible, then, that here Luke has put together two different occurrences of Spirit-inspired speech to give added strength to the final message he now wishes to voice about the Pentecost event.
Peter himself symbolizes and embodies yet another kind of language-gift the dancing flames of the Holy Spirit had imparted: the power to turn the fearful and tongue-tied into vital witnesses for Christ’s gospel. Peter, the most cowardly on the night of Jesus’ arrest, now becomes the most communicative on the day of the Spirit’s descent. Peter denies the charges of drunkenness and states the true meaning behind the multilingual, multicultural display the Pentecost event has produced.
Peter cites the profoundly inclusive prophecy of the ninth-century B.C. prophet Joel to describe the true nature of the new age that has now dawned with the Holy Spirit’s arrival. The Joel text goes beyond the boundaries of nationality and geography to declare that there no longer will be any spiritual distinctions between men and women, old and young, servants and free, or a special spiritually gifted priesthood and the common laity. According to Joel’s prophecy, which Peter invokes as evidence of the new age that has now begun, all are eligible to “prophesy” — to be filled with the Holy Spirit. The gift at Pentecost is the stunning message of true equality and reciprocity among all people in the Spirit.
Ironically, this week’s lectionary reading stops at verse 21 — before Peter reveals the capstone to his message, indeed the real reason for a Pentecost event. Peter and the rest of the disciples — who we may now call “the church” — have been invested with the power of this Holy Spirit so they may speak about one thing: salvation through Jesus Christ. It’s in verses 22-24 that Peter gives his first public witness about that message — the person and power of Jesus Christ.
The gift of the Pentecost bears its first fruit in the church’s first public testimony about salvation through Christ crucified.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Acts 2:1-21
Put a birthday cake in front of the children, with 12 candles on it. Ask them if they can guess whose birthday it is. Tell them that it is the birthday of the church! Explain that the church was born when the Holy Spirit came to 12 followers of Jesus in the city of Jerusalem. Begin to light the candles and ask them if they know how the Holy Spirit appeared. Say that “divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them” (v. 3). Describe how the Holy Spirit's fire did not burn them, but gave them the ability to speak in other languages, which they used to tell a big crowd of people about “God’s deeds of power” (v. 11). See if the children can guess some of these deeds of power, and suggest that God has shown his power by creating the world and all of its people, rescuing Moses and the Israelites from the Egyptians, and healing people through the ministry of Jesus. Encourage the children to tell their friends about God’s deeds of power, using whatever words they can. Then invite the children to join you in singing “Happy Birthday” to the church, followed by blowing out the candles. Tell them that after the service they will be able to have a piece of the cake to eat.

WORSHIP RESOURCES
Calls to Worship — Pentecost 
Leader: The disciples had done many things wrong, but now they had done something right:
People: They had taken their risen Lord at his word and had waited, just waited, for the gift of the Spirit.
Leader: Today we celebrate that gift — the gift of God’s Spirit, the gift of power to the church being born.
People: They were all together, like they were supposed to be, in one place and of one expectant mind.
Leader: We long for the same power, O God, to give wings to our words and courage for matching deeds.
People: Let us take the gospel with us, out of the church, into the marketplace, as witnesses both to your judgment and to your grace.
Leader: Today help us to hear the story of Pentecost as if for the first time;
People: And help us so to tell it to others, that they may be irresistibly attracted to our Lord Jesus, the Christ. Amen.

Prayers — Pentecost
God of such gentle power — whose mighty wind stirred hesitant disciples to become preachers and teachers; whose mighty wind didn’t knock people down but lifted them higher to visions of profound community where men and women, young and old, share in partnership; whose mighty wind released such joy as to cause a scene — bless us with that wind of inspiration today.
Your gentle power on Pentecost built the church; your upbuilding power created a movement that weaves its way to us today. We give you thanks for the fresh winds of the Spirit, the loving and empowering Spirit that abides in hearts, giving insight to see beauty amid routine and moving us to help in the presence of need. Amen.

Benedictions — Pentecost
Be alive in the Spirit.
Be a dancing flame of joy,
A warming fire of comfort,
A blazing source of compassion, and
May the winds of Pentecost and the resurrected Christ go with you.

MUSIC LINKS
Hymns
Filled with the Spirit’s Power
Breathe on Me, Breath of God
O Spirit of the Living God
Worship and Praise* 
Fresh Wind (Hillsong)
Fire (Winans)
Spirit of the Living God (Vertical Worship)
*For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

LECTIONARY TEXTS
Day of Pentecost, Cycle C
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17
John 14:8-17, (25-27)
