June 23, 2019
Galatians 3:23-29
Ford, Ferrari and Faith
Moses (law) keeps us safe; Jesus (faith) leads us to maturity.

AT A GLANCE: 
Henry Ford and Enzo Ferrari were rivals, and a movie is coming out this week about it. Their relationship helps us to understand what the apostle Paul says in his teaching about law and faith.

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s OT text, see “Comfort Food,” June 24, 2007. 

Every June, near the town of Le Mans, France, one of the most prestigious auto races in the world is run. Called “24 Hours of Le Mans,” it is one third of the Triple Crown of Motorsport, along with the Indianapolis 500 and the Monaco Grand Prix.
“Gentlemen, start your engines.” 
Or, as they say in France, “Messieurs, démarrez vos moteurs.”
Le Mans is full of tradition: A French tri-color is waved to start the race, and then jets fly over, trailing blue, white and red smoke. Safety flags are waved during the final lap of the race, congratulating the drivers and other finishers. But safety itself has not always been a tradition — in 1955, one of the cars crashed into a crowd of spectators, killing more than 80 people. 
In 1949, the Ferrari company claimed its first Le Mans victory. This Italian sports car company was founded by Enzo Ferrari 10 years earlier out of Alfa Romeo’s race division. Ferraris quickly became dominant, winning twice in the 1950s and then every Le Mans from 1960 through 1965 — six straight victories.
But in the early 1960s, an international drama developed, one that will be presented in a movie to be released this Friday, June 28. The Ford Motor Company tried to buy Ferrari, but the deal fell apart at the last minute when Enzo Ferrari walked away from the negotiating table. 
Executive Henry Ford II was so furious that he assembled a team led by Carroll Shelby, who had helped to drive a British car to victory. Ford’s goal: To beat Ferrari at its own game by constructing a car that could win the 1966 Le Mans World Championship.
Ford had a lot to prove, since people have long said that the name FORD means “Fix Or Repair Daily.”
“Found On Road Dead.”
“First On Rubbish Dump.”
Not to mention the joker who said, “Speed kills. Drive a Ford and live forever!”
In a movie that of this writing has no name and is known only as the Ford v. Ferrari movie, Matt Damon plays Shelby, a true automotive visionary who went on to gain fame for his work on Ford’s Mustang. Christian Bale plays a British test driver named Ken Miles, who worked with Shelby on the quest for victory at Le Mans.
And what was the car they built and entered? The Ford GT40.
Did it win? 
No spoilers here — you’ll have to see the movie!
Suffice it to say that Ferrari’s days were numbered. The company never again achieved victory at Le Mans. 

The disciplinarian
A similar transition was happening in the first century, when the apostle Paul wrote about law and faith in his letter to the Galatians. The link might not be immediately obvious, because there is a huge gap between the first century and today. Preacher Fred Craddock is right to say that it is a long way “from Galatia to Galveston.” Or from Galatia to Le Mans.
But consider this: The law of the Bible had success, but only to a certain point. Like Ferraris at Le Mans, the law could only go so far. Paul says that “before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed” (v. 23). The “law was our disciplinarian,” which in the original Greek of the New Testament is the word  (v. 24). The word is translated not only as “disciplinarian” in the NRSV, but as “custodian” in the RSV, “guardian” in the NIV, “schoolmaster” in the KJV and “tutor” in the NKJV. 
And what is a ? You might hear an echo of the English word “pedagogue,” which means teacher. But this is not exactly right in the Greek.  literally means “child-leader,” and in the first century he was a slave who supervised and guarded children. His responsibility, according to biblical scholar Richard Hays, “was to walk them to and from school, to see that they behaved properly and stayed out of harm’s way.” He was not a member of the family, however, so once the children grew up, his services were no longer required.
Think of the 19th-century English governess. “The law was our Jane Eyre,” verse 24 could read.
Like Ferrari, the days of the child-leader were numbered. Once Christ came, we were released from the governess, the pedagogue, the law.
Not that the law was a bad thing. This child-leader had a very good run. Hays says that the law “had a certain necessary role in confining, guarding and disciplining God’s people during the interval between Moses and Christ.” Like Ferrari, it had a lot of success, right up to a certain point. “But now that faith has come,” writes Paul to the Galatians, “we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith” (vv. 25-26).

The faith
So what exactly was it that replaced the law? Paul says that it was the “faith” (v. 23). Most English translations of the Bible simply say “faith,” but the Greek of the New Testament says “the faith.” Paul is telling us that the guarding of the law would happen until the faith would be revealed (v. 23). In similar manner, Ferrari would be dominant at Le Mans until the Ford would be revealed.
God was tinkering around in the divine workshop, like Carroll Shelby and Ken Miles at the Ford test facility. Something new was being developed, to break the mold and change the game. The innovation that God came up with was nothing less than the faith of Jesus Christ. 
Not our faith. Not human faith. But the faith of Jesus Christ.
Like the Ford GT40, this was something that the world had never seen before.
Now some people are going to be surprised by this, because they read Galatians and assume that this talk of faith refers to their faith, to human faith. Yes, it is certainly important for us to have faith, and to trust in the saving power of God in Jesus Christ. But Paul is trying to make the point that the great innovation that saves us is the faith of Jesus Christ. We were being led around by the law “until Christ came” (v. 24). What justifies us, making us right with God forever, is “the faith” — the faith of Jesus Christ.
This is where the Ferrari and Ford comparison suddenly makes perfect sense. God’s people had been riding in a Ferrari for a long time, in a model called , “child-leader.” But when Christ came, they switched brands and jumped into the model called “faith.” The power of this new vehicle comes from Christ, the one who loved us and gave himself for us, according to Paul (2:20). 
We show our faith by jumping into this car and riding in it. You have to believe that the first driver of the Ford GT40 also had a lot of faith, getting into a brand new model and flying around the dangerous streets of Le Mans. In the same way, we show our faith by trusting in the power of the faith of Jesus — faith which was seen so clearly when he died on the cross for each and every one of us.
As a result, Paul says that we are “in Christ Jesus” (v. 26). This is not to say that we climb into a vehicle called Jesus and ride around. But still, the idea that we are “in Christ Jesus” gives us a sense of riding in something new. Paul says that “in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith” (v. 26). 

Victory flags
Once we are riding in Christ, the first victory flag we see is the one that says that we are “all children of God,” members of God’s family. This meant a lot to the Galatians, because they knew that this term had once been reserved only for the Jewish people, those who had followed God’s law. Now it is extended to everyone who is “in Christ Jesus.”
Baptism is another victory flag. “As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ,” says Paul (v. 27). Baptism is the sacrament that moves us from one life to another, from non-Christian to Christian living. When we were baptized, we got into something new — Paul says we “clothed ourselves with Christ.” Once again, we hear the idea of getting into something. Although there were no autos in the first century, Paul might say today that we “got into the Christ car.” Baptism gives us a whole new way to move into the future.
Finally, our life in Christ means that there “is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise” (vv. 28-29). The final victory flag is the signal that we are all one in Christ Jesus. People of all social classes are made one by Christ. Gender roles lose their significance when people are made one in Christ. And finally, people who belong to Christ are part of the family of Abraham, heirs of all of God’s goodness.  

Ford, Ferrari and Faith. Just as the racing world changed when Ford and Ferrari battled on the streets of Le Mans, the religious world changed when the faith of Christ entered the world. 
Jesus is God’s greatest innovation, sent to earth to provide a new way for people to be made right with God. We show our faith in him when we open the door, get in … and go!
Henry G. Brinton, Greg Garis, Drexel N. Mitchell Sr., Melanie Silva and Carl Wilton contributed to this material. 

Possible Preaching Themes:
· The value of a disciplinarian
· Starting Law School: The Rules 101
· Seeing beyond male and female in the church today

Participation Pointers:
· If a screen is used during the service, show photos of governesses and 19th-century schoolmasters. The slide show could include shots of Dumbledore, Severus Snape and Minerva McGonagall from the Harry Potter films. 
· Park a Ford and a Ferrari near the church entrance or in the parking lot. Or, send out advance calls for souped-up Fords (especially Mustangs), and if you can throw in a Ferrari or two, so much the better. After the service, have a barbecue in the parking lot, and a potluck picnic with potato salad, baked beans and the works. Make this an event for the community, and the tie-in is the movie coming out in a few days.
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THE OTHER TEXTS
JUNE 23, 2019, Cycle C
1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a
What Does the Text Say? 
After the Lord’s decisive victory over the prophets of Baal, Jezebel the queen was furious. She swore an oath to slaughter Elijah, who thereupon fled for his life, running south through the neighboring kingdom of Judah, going even beyond Beersheba into the Negev wilderness. The fugitive fell asleep there under a broom tree and was cared for by an angel. He continued to Horeb (Mount Sinai) in the Sinai peninsula some 400 years after Moses’ visit. “The word of the LORD came” (a common prophetic expression) to Elijah, first with a question: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” Elijah complains about the Israelites’ God-forsaken ways and claims to be the only faithful Yahwist left. The Lord asks him to stand before him on the holy mountain. A great wind (strong enough to split mountains and break rocks in pieces) came up. After that an earthquake, followed by a firestorm; Elijah likely expected these to be theophanic experiences of God (see Exodus 19:16 ff.). But the Lord wasn’t in the wind or the earthquake or the fire. What Elijah experienced next was hearing what the KJV famously translates as “a still, small voice.” When Elijah heard this, he went to the cave entrance and “there came a voice to him” which repeated the question of verse 9, calling him by name: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” Elijah apparently hadn’t learned anything yet from his experience, because he responded with the identical words he had spoken in verse 10. Instead of disputing with Elijah, the Lord told him, “Go ...” As before, God didn’t directly answer Elijah’s complaints but told him to do something. God gave Elijah further prophetic mission work to accomplish, rather than permitting him to wallow in self-pity. 

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
It’s Not about You. Somewhere, sometime in Elijah’s ministry — perhaps during the exhausting and dramatic encounter with the prophets of Baal — Elijah began to believe that this — this ministry thing — was all about him. Even Ahab, in his breathless recounting of the event to Jezebel, highlighted the prophet’s role. He told her “all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword.” You kill 450 prophets of Baal, you start to think you’re something. You call down rain after a three-year drought, and you start to think you’re sort of powerful. It was quite a show, and Elijah was front and center — until the queen, in the fury of her anger, swore to kill him within 24 hours. So, of course, all the bravado gone, Elijah disappears faster than leaven at Passover, arriving in Beersheba, where he leaves his servant and then continues into the Negev. When God questions him, “What are you doing?” Elijah’s response is all about himself. Things have gone against him. He alone is left in Israel to worship Yahweh. God orders him to Horeb. There the same question comes and the same answer is given. God tells him to “go …” and start anointing. The sermon is about those times that come into our lives when we wonder what it’s all about. We begin to think that it’s all about us. God commands Elijah to go and resume God’s work. It’s all about God. Maybe there’s a reason that the first two letters in the English translation for θεός is GO. And if God hasn’t fired you from ministry, then you need not fear what others might say or do.
*Homiletics has treated this text six times. Go to HomileticsOnline.com. Select 1 Kings in the Scripture Search drop down menu and click GO.

Psalms 42 and 43
What Does the Text Say?
Although currently divided in the English (and Hebrew) Psalter, Psalms 42 and 43 display several features that suggest they were originally one psalm: the absence of a superscription for Psalm 43; the presence of the refrain beginning “Why are you cast down, O my soul,” that carries across the psalms (42:5, 11; 43:5); the repetition of 42:9b in 43:2b; and the common theme of distress at being separated from God and relief coming from the temple sanctuary. The opening imagery of Psalm 42 is unique and, it must be acknowledged, suffers in the NRSV compared to the Authorized Version, incomparably set to music by Herbert Howells. Only here is the deer’s thirst for cool, flowing streams a symbol for the psalmist’s desire for God. The details of the psalmist’s distress, as in most of the biblical laments, are left unspecified, but what’s clear is that the psalmist was once a part of the worshiping community of the temple — may have been a leader of that community, in fact — and is now cut off from that community. 

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
Where Is Your God? Without doubt, the repeated lament of verses 42:5 and 11, and 43:5 is a favorite homiletical gateway for sermonic treatments of this psalm. But the preacher might digress to focus on the timely question the psalmist complains is continually asked of him: “Where is your God?” (42:3). This is the question that the so-called New Atheists — Sam Harris, Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett and the late Christopher Hitchens — have raised in the past 20 years, give or take, and it is a question that millennials are asking today as well. Pew Survey data suggests that millennials are likely to be nonreligious and many don’t believe in God. And, since 2008, no generational grouping like boomers and gen-Xers has become more religious. The question of 42:3 looms large. How does one respond? The psalmist does not have any doubts about God’s existence; he just wonders where in the world God has gone. Deus absconditus — God has absconded; God has gone into hiding. “Why aren’t you here when I need you?” the psalmist cries. This apparent disappearance notwithstanding, the writer counsels his soul to hope in God. God is going to show up, and when God shows up, the psalmist’s praise will resume. Perhaps God is unavailable as long as we view God as a divine Concierge or Bodyguard. The presence or absence of God may be tied to our conception of God.
*Homiletics has treated this text once. Go to HomileticsOnline.com. Select Psalm in the Scripture Search drop down menu and click GO.

Luke 8:26-39  
What Does the Text Say? 
Luke’s account emphasizes that Jesus has moved into foreign territory. The Gerasene’s country is “opposite Galilee.” This whole encounter takes place only after Jesus “stepped out” onto the Gentile side of the lake. (No Jewish farmer would have a herd of pigs.) The one possessed by demons is almost certainly a Gentile as well. Jesus quickly overpowers the sarcastic, sadistic spirit speaking from the possessed man. Legion knew immediately of their impending doom, for they begged Jesus not to “order them to go back into the abyss” (v. 31). This “abyss” was the designated place of punishment and imprisonment for demons (Revelation 20:1-3). As an unclean spirit, it was only natural that Legion request relocation into one of the most familiar of symbols for uncleanness — swine. Surprisingly, Jesus grants Legion’s request. The beasts go mad and plunge headlong into the depths of the lake. The people, hearing this, are “seized with great fear” (v. 37). They ask Jesus to leave (v. 37). Why the fear? Was it uncertainty over the demons’ complete and permanent demise in the lake? Was it anger over the loss of a large and valuable herd of livestock? Jesus’ own reaction to the request that he leave reveals the most about the situation. Without any further comment to the crowd, Jesus turned his back on the Gentiles, “got into the boat and returned” (v. 37). Everyone has the right to choose. They choose fear over faith. Luke ends the story by returning to a private dialogue shared between Jesus and the man he has healed. Now fully in his right mind, in his own mind, the man begs to be made a part of Jesus’ team, to “be with him” (v. 38). But, while Jesus refuses to allow the Gerasene to stay with him, he completes the man’s rehabilitation. Jesus orders the Gerasene to return to his former home. And Jesus calls him to a new vocation, giving purpose and point to this man’s now unfettered mind and unfurled spirit. Under Jesus’ direct instruction, the Gerasene demoniac becomes the first missionary to the Gentiles.

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
Go Home. The text is verse 39: “‘Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.’ So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.” The scene: Jesus has just got off the boat in Gentile territory after a harrowing boat ride across the Sea of Galilee. The disciples feared for their lives, but Jesus calmed the storm. Now, they had no sooner landed than a crazy man who lived in the tombs came screaming at them. He routinely broke his shackles when the townspeople tried to confine him. He must have been wide-eyed, dirty, longhaired and bloody. But, long story short, Jesus sends the demons into a herd of pigs, and now the man, clear-headed and clothed, wants to join Jesus’ retinue. Jesus says, “Go home.” He tells the man to be a witness to the power of God to his own people. The madman becomes a missionary, the first missionary to the Gentiles. The preaching point of the sermon could be one of several: 1. Look for opportunities to glorify God where you are. 2. Review what, if anything, “God has done” for you. Often, it is difficult to be specific because our relationship with God is not really connected to our daily lives. 3. In the words, “Return home,” we have some advice about recovering our core values. 4. The essential aspect of witnessing is not to rack up conversions, but to tell people that God is great. When we “proclaim … how much God has done” for us, the conversions will come. Our ministry at home is to be a “declarer.” 
*Homiletics has treated this text once. Go to HomileticsOnline.com. Select Luke in the Scripture Search drop down menu and click GO.

Animating Illustrations
Carroll Shelby (1923-2012) spent much of his childhood in bed with heart trouble. But he adopted the belief that “yesterday’s history, tomorrow’s a mystery, so live for today,” and he lived to be 89.
Across those years, he produced a long series of achievements.
Shelby began his lengthy association with cars as a driver in a drag race in 1952. He had the fastest time of the day.
He went on to set 16 U.S. and international speed records, race in the Formula 1 circuit in 1958 and 1959, and win the 24 Hours of Le Mans in 1959.
Sports Illustrated named him Driver of the Year in 1956 after he won the Mount Washington Hillclimb, a race in Gorham, N.H.
Shelby went on to design a generation of Ford (F) Mustangs that helped define the muscle-car era. His creations challenged — and often passed — more established cars. The Shelby Mustang is his enduring signature achievement.
—Kerry Jackson, “Carroll Shelby transformed cars and reinvented himself,” Investor’s Business Daily, July 6, 2015, investors.com.

##

Henry Ford II gathered his entire team of executives at Ford into an urgent meeting [in 1963]. Here he outlined the company’s most important priority with utmost urgency. He said the famous words “Build me a car that will crush Ferrari at Le Mans.” Mr. Ford wanted to beat Ferrari so badly that he acquired a small British motorsport company and set up shop in a town just outside of London, England. 
The demands seemed simple but were enormous tasks that required major feats of engineering to accomplish. Ford needed a car that achieves speeds of 200 mph (which had not been done before at this time) but also reliable enough to survive the grueling 24 hours of Le Mans. The daunting challenge of building a car that fast yet reliable enough to switch gears over 9,000 times and drive 3,000 miles flat out seemed nearly impossible, but to make matters worse, they only had 10 months to accomplish the order. 
—“Ford vs. Ferrari — A rivalry born of hatred at the Le Mans 24 Hours,” The Bro Talk, December 27, 2016, thebrotalk.com.

##

The word translated “disciplinarian” in this passage is pedagagos, or — in English transliteration — “pedagogue.”
In English, “pedagogue” is a synonym for “teacher,” but that isn’t what Paul meant. In the ancient Greek world, a pedagogue was not a teacher, but a slave. The job of the pedagogue was to serve as overseer and moral guide for a young, upper-class boy (in Greek society, it was only the boys who were educated). Only the oldest, most trusted of slaves were set apart for this duty.
The pedagogue didn’t teach anything, in a formal sense — not reading and writing, nor any other subject. Most pedagogues didn’t know how to read. Their job was to watch over the young boy, to guide him and to keep him out of trouble.
The pedagogue was something like a male nanny or governess. He was a moral authority, a guide, a companion. The character played by John Gielgud in the 1981 movie comedy Arthur was very much like that. Gielgud’s crotchety character — Hobson, the butler — had but one job: to keep the dissolute young millionaire, Arthur (Dudley Moore), from drinking himself to death.
Yet, pedagogy was not forever. There came a time, in the life of every well-to-do Greek boy, when he had to leave the pedagogue behind, to make his own way in the world. There came a time for spreading his wings, for venturing into the world, for making his own mistakes.
Paul knows there are some in the Galatian church who are preaching that the way to become a Christian is through a kind of super-obedience — to become so learned in the law of Moses, and in the teachings of Jesus besides, that you aspire to a state of moral perfection.
Paul has no patience for this. He says to the Galatians that the law is like that childhood servant, the pedagogue. Christians have to leave dependence on the law behind them, if they are to attain spiritual maturity.

##

Pedagogy in action. From the film, Arthur (1981):
Hobson (John Gielgud): Would you remove your helmet, please?
Arthur (Dudley Moore): Why?
Hobson: Please.
[Arthur hands him his helmet]
Hobson: Thank you. Now your goggles.
Arthur: Why?
Hobson: Please.
[Arthur hands him his goggles]
Hobson: Thank you.
[slaps him across the face repeatedly]
Hobson: You spoiled little bastard! You’re a man who has everything, haven’t you, but that’s not enough. You feel unloved, Arthur, welcome to the world. Everyone is unloved. Now stop feeling sorry for yourself. And incidentally, I love you.

##

The Torah, or the first five books, correspond, [Walter] Brueggemann says, to the good and necessary “first half of life.” This is the period in which the people of Israel were given their identity through law, tradition, structure, certitude, group ritual, clarity and chosenness. It’s helpful and easiest for children if they can begin in this way. Ideally, you first learn you are beloved by being mirrored in the loving gaze of your parents and those around you. You realize you are special and life is good — and thus you feel “safe.” Loving people help you form a healthy ego structure and boundaries.
The Prophets in the Hebrew Scriptures then introduce the necessary suffering, “stumbling stones” and failures that initiate you into the second half of life. Prophetic thinking is the capacity for healthy self-criticism, the ability to recognize your own dark side, as the prophets did for Israel. ... 
The leaven of self-criticism, added to the certainty of your own specialness, will allow you to move to the third section of the Hebrew Scriptures: the Wisdom Literature. ... Here you discover the language of mystery and paradox. This is what the second half of life is supposed to feel like. You are strong enough now to hold together contradictions in yourself, others and the universe. ...
I call this classic pattern of spiritual transformation “order-disorder-reorder.” Paul calls it “the foolishness of the cross” (see 1 Corinthians 1:18-25).
—Richard Rohr, “Human development in Scripture,” Center for Action and Contemplation Website, Daily Meditation for March 26, 2018; adapted from Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life (Jossey-Bass, 2011). cac.org. Retrieved November 28, 2018.

##

Here’s an example of the limitations of the law, told by the late daytime television host Art Linkletter. He specialized in interviewing children:
Art: What are you learning at school that you can tell us about?
Child: They teach you not to fight with your friends.
Art: How do they do that?
Child: They read from the Bible, where Jesus says, “Thou shalt not kill.”
Art: I’m happy to hear that they’ve stopped the killing on the playgrounds this way. But tell me, have you been punished lately?
Child: Yes.
Art: What for?
Child: Hitting a kid in the face with a cupcake.
Art: Why did you do that?
Child: It’s not in the Bible.
—Art Linkletter, Kids Say the Darndest Things (Nighthawk Books, 2015).

##
 
Principles are what people have instead of God.
To be a Christian means, among other things, to be willing, if necessary, to sacrifice even your highest principles for God’s or your neighbor’s sake the way a Christian pacifist must be willing to pick up a baseball bat if there’s no other way to stop a man from savagely beating a child.
Jesus didn’t forgive his executioners on principle, but because in some unimaginable way he was able to love them.
Principle is an even duller word than religion.
See also idolatry.
—Frederick Buechner, Beyond Words: Daily Readings in the ABC’s of Faith (Zondervan, 2009), 323.

##

Race cars are neither beautiful nor ugly. They become beautiful when they win.
—Enzo Ferrari, Italian race car driver and entrepreneur who created the Ferrari brand.

##

You buy a Ferrari when you want to be somebody. You buy a Lamborghini when you are somebody.
—Frank Sinatra.

##

You can’t build a reputation on what you are going to do.
—Henry Ford.

Commentary
Galatians 3:23-29
This text falls within a larger discussion of the relationship between faith and the law. Throughout the whole of Galatians, Paul is at pains to help his Galatian audience arrive at a clearer understanding of the implications of faith on the practice of the law. Early in the epistle (1:6-10), Paul chastises the Galatians for abrogating the gospel by turning to another gospel (which he quickly points out is not possible given that there is only one gospel). Furthermore, in 2:15-21, Paul reproaches the Galatians for putting too much stock in works of the law rather than in faith. Thus, as Paul comes to this section of his argument, he is both reiterating similar points as those he has already made and reframing his discussion in light of new material which he has introduced in the early part of chapter 3.
Beginning in verse 23, Paul sets up a stark contrast between the law and faith. Here, he suggests that one may imagine two historical ages: the age of the law and the age of faith. This division of time may subtly indicate apocalyptic overtones to Paul’s writing. A common feature of apocalyptic literature during the Second Temple period was a division of history into various time periods. Similarly, in his description of the revelation of faith at the end of the verse, Paul uses the verb  (“to reveal”) from which the English word “apocalypse” is derived. While this need not imply that Paul is explicitly in an apocalyptic mind-set at this point, the possibility should not be ruled out. 
Verse 23 also sets up the first of Paul’s metaphors for the role of the law. Here, he makes use of the metaphor of a prison. In this metaphor, the law serves as both prison and prison guard. This metaphor leads into Paul’s second metaphor for the law in verse 24: the law as a “disciplinarian.” The word Paul uses here () is the basis for the English “pedagogue.” As in English, the Greek term is not a wholly positive one. Rather, it was used to refer to an individual who served more as a babysitter than as an educator of children. The pedagogue would often accompany his wards to their lessons with an educator, and it would be the pedagogue who would be responsible for disciplining unruly behavior. Unlike the educators themselves, pedagogues would not generally receive a high level of respect in society. Thus, while the comparison of the law to a pedagogue may not be quite as negative as the comparison to a prison, it is also not a clearly positive statement. 
Verse 25 serves as an introduction to the new set of conditions that have been enacted with the inauguration of the age of faith. It is now the case that the law need no longer serve as a disciplinarian since faith has rendered such a service obsolete. Just as the child will eventually mature to the point of no longer needing a babysitter, so too, does faith eliminate the need for this aspect of the law’s service. 
Verse 26 is both a continuation of what has already been said and a shift to something slightly different. Up until this point in this text, Paul has been using the first-person plural “we.” However, beginning in verse 26, Paul switches to the second-person plural “you.” The mention of children may serve as a connection to the pedagogue in verse 25 who would have looked after children, but the “you” signals that Paul is also moving on at this point. The use of “you” here and in verse 27 immediately following could be a hint that this passage is meant to be reminiscent of baptismal liturgy. Whether similar language was used for early Christian baptisms is difficult to tell, but the use of the second-person pronoun and the reference to baptism in verse 27 may be Paul’s subtle way of reminding the Galatians of the decisions that they made in baptism.
Verse 28 is a stunning social and political statement that continues to be recognized as such even today. Paul’s use of the present tense here highlights that the lack of divisions to which he is drawing attention is not a mere relic of the past or a hope for the future, but a present reality. Paul expresses this reality in both negative and positive terms. Negatively, former distinctions now count for nothing. Positively, the one identifying mark that does count is identification in Christ Jesus. The declaration here is similar to Paul’s statement in Romans 10:12, which also expresses a lack of distinction between Jews and Greeks, and upholds a common Lord for all. 
Verse 29 serves as the logical conclusion to verse 28. The protasis of this conditional clause has already been established in what preceded. The apodosis, then, serves to connect Paul’s most recent argument with the points that he made earlier in verses 6 and 16 concerning Abraham and his offspring. However, in order to fully understand Paul’s point here in verse 29, one must recall from verse 16 that Paul has just argued that Abraham’s offspring is Christ. Thus, for the Galatians to be the offspring of Abraham is for them to be coheirs with Christ, and for Paul, this is the key point. Verse 29, then, serves as the summation of the larger argument that Paul began in verse 6. If the Galatians are upholding Abraham as a paragon of virtue, Paul is at pains to lead them to the next step of recognizing that Abraham’s virtue was not a product of the law but a product of faith. Thus, if the Galatians are insistent upon matters of the law, they are not, in fact, following the example set forth by their paragon Abraham. Paul’s argumentation here is nothing short of brilliant. Just when his Galatian audience might be prepared to consider their position unassailable, Paul turns things around so that the only logical conclusion to their own position must be the very conclusion that Paul has been leading to: Faith in Christ is the means by which all people are able to become heirs of the promise.
*Additional commentary on this text can be found at HomileticsOnline.com (Scripture Search).

Conversation with the Children:	Galatian 3:23-29
Put a whistle in your mouth and blow it. Ask the children to name some of the people who blow whistles. If they need help, some answers are referees, coaches, teachers, lifeguards and crossing guards. Ask the children what crossing guards do. A guard’s job is to keep children safe when they cross the street, and a guard might need to stop a child who is doing something dangerous. Stress that guards don’t punish children, but they might need to be very firm in order to keep children safe. Explain that the same is true with the laws of the Bible. The apostle Paul says that we were “guarded under the law,” meaning that the law was a kind of crossing guard for us (v. 23). Talk about how the laws of the Bible against stealing and lying keep us safe. Then ask if we need a crossing guard throughout our lives. No! Point out that when children grow up, they know the rules of traffic safety, so they don’t need a crossing guard anymore. Tell them that Paul knew this, which is why he said, “the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came” (v. 24), meaning that Jesus has put the rules against stealing and lying in our hearts, so we can stay safe by following Jesus. Blow your whistle one more time, and encourage the children to follow their crossing guards so that they will stay safe, until that time that all the rules are in their hearts.
														
Worship Resources
Calls to Worship — General
Leader: Lord God almighty, we praise you for your great mercy, and by the token of the Holy Cross,
People: Guide us to your will, to our soul’s need, better than we can ourselves;
Leader: And shield us against our foes, seen and unseen;
People: And teach us to do your will that we may inwardly love you before all things with a clean mind and a clean body.
Leader: For you are our maker and our redeemer, our help, our comfort, our trust and our hope.
People: Praise and glory be to you, now, ever and ever, world without end.
—Alfred the Great (849-899), King of England.

Prayers — General 
O Lord, our Savior, you have warned us that you will require much of those to whom much is given; grant that we, whose lot is cast in so godly a heritage, may strive together the more abundantly to extend to others what we so richly enjoy; and as we have entered into the labors of others, so to labor that others may enter into ours, to the fulfillment of your holy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
—Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430).

Benedictions — General
Leader: In the midst of hunger and war,
People: We celebrate the promise of abundance and peace.
Leader: In the midst of oppression and tyranny, 
People: We celebrate the promise of service and freedom.
Leader: In the midst of doubt and despair,
People: We celebrate the promise of faith and hope.
Leader: In the midst of fear and betrayal,
People: We celebrate the promise of joy and faithfulness.
Leader: In the midst of hate and death,
People: We celebrate the promise of love and life.
Leader: In the midst of sin and ruin,
People: We celebrate the promise of salvation and renewal.
Leader: In the midst of pervasive death,
People: We celebrate the promise of the living Christ.
—Litany at commencement exercise of the Theological Seminary of Sao Paulo of the Independent Presbyterian Church of Brazil, 1984.

Hymns
Christ, from Whom All Blessings Flow
In Christ There Is No East or West
Forward through the Ages

Praise 
Change My Heart, O God
He Is Our Peace
Only by Grace
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The Praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Second Sunday after Pentecost, Cycle C
1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a*  
Psalms 42 and 43*
Galatians 3:23-29 *
Luke 8:26-39*
*Additional sermonic treatments of these texts are available online at HomileticsOnline.com.
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