June 16, 2019
Romans 5:1-5
Real Peace 
True peace exists in three forms.

AT A GLANCE: 
How do you find real peace of mind? From psychologists to rock stars to Hollywood legends, everyone seems to have an idea. But the apostle Paul knew the path to real peace, and it begins with peace with God.  

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s gospel text, see “Button Creep,” June 3, 2007. 

I understand about indecision.
I don’t care if I get behind.
People livin’ in competition;
All I want is to have my peace of mind. 

If you’re a classic rock fan, you’ll instantly recognize that chorus from the band Boston’s 1976 hit “Peace of Mind.” You might even want to crank that up on Sunday morning and watch some peace of mind wash over the Baby Boomers in the crowd!
What the aging rockers in the congregation might not know, however, is the story behind those lyrics. Founder and lead guitarist Tom Scholz, an MIT grad, was working as a senior engineer for Polaroid while he was putting the band together. As he plugged away at his day job, Scholz noticed that a lot of people around him who were “climbing to the top of the company ladder” but didn’t realize that they had propped that ladder against the wrong building. Scholz wanted more than the predictability of corporate life. He wanted “peace of mind,” and his song soars with hope, urging listeners to “take a look ahead” to something better. 
More than 40 years later, plenty of people still resonate with Scholz’s lyrics. We’re all looking for some peace of mind, and in a world where conflict and hopelessness seem to be epidemic, where people are “livin’ in competition” for attention, success and even just the basics of life, real peace seems pretty elusive. 
What does real peace of mind look like? Those same Boomers in the crowd might remember actor Robert Mitchum, who had a difficult and challenging upbringing that included everything from growing up in New York’s “Hell’s Kitchen” neighborhood, to being a hobo riding the rails, to spending time on a Georgia chain gang and even doing a stint in the bozing ring before becoming a Hollywood star. 
Mitchum defined peace of mind as, “becoming the person I always wanted to be.” No matter the circumstance, Mitchum recognized that peace of mind is the result of an internal orientation. It’s not dependent on what one accomplishes or accumulates. 
Psychologists tend to agree with Mitchum and Scholz. Psychologically speaking, peace of mind is the result of cultivating an intimate knowledge of oneself, knowing and valuing the person you are and want to be and living fully in the present moment. 

Why no peace? 
All well and good, but why do so many people still struggle with finding peace of mind? You would think that a little more mindfulness or meditation might be the answer, but it doesn’t seem to be enough. 
Part of the problem is that we know intuitively that we’re not the people we want to be and, more importantly, we tend to fall short of being the people that God created us to be. Sin distorts our self-concept as people made in the image of God and causes us either to focus on our past mistakes or to worry about the future. Biblically speaking, real peace of mind doesn’t come from being mindfully aware of ourselves, but rather from standing on the promises of God, someone who can actually do something about removing the barriers to real peace. 
The apostle Paul’s life makes Robert Mitchum’s look tame by comparison, and while Paul had climbed to the top of the ladder in his former life, he understood that real peace of mind begins with an intimate knowledge of God more than of oneself. His letter to the Roman church reveals an intricate understanding of the human condition and the solution, and here in Romans 5 he begins to lay out the lasting path to peace; peace that is the result of what God has done for us in Jesus Christ. 

The path to peace
First, Paul talks about peace with God as the foundation for peace in general — the preposition “with” being the operative word. 
This is the first peace.
In verses 1 and 2 he writes, “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand.” When we put our faith, allegiance and trust in Jesus and in what God has done through him, we have peace with God. God’s grace has been extended to us in Jesus, who died for our sins. This is justification, and if you think your congregation would appreciate a little doctrinal instruction, go for it.
The essential meaning of justification is, as the old bromide suggests, that we exist now “just as though we had not sinned.” This is possible because the sinless life of Christ has been imputed to us. God sees us as righteous. 
And so, God has no argument with us. We have peace with God, and God has peace with us. Thank you, Jesus!
Like, imagine that you have committed a crime, but so far the authorities have not caught on to you. But to escape detection, you need to move around a lot. You create false identities. You use aliases. You are always looking over your shoulder. You have no peace with the law, and the law has a rap sheet as long as your arm against you.
But then, magically, it all goes away. Perhaps the law nabs the wrong man. You’d have an ethical responsibility to set that straight. Or perhaps the evidence room is destroyed in a fire. Charges cannot be brought against you. Whatever. Just imagine that something’s happened, and now you don’t need to run anymore. You don’t need to worry about getting caught.
How good would that feel?
Pretty good. And this is what Paul’s saying right here. The law is satisfied. The All Points Bulletin has been withdrawn. Your slate has been wiped clean. You have been given a fresh start. You are in a state of peace with God, and God is no longer demanding justice.
Justice was rendered.

Without that foundational peace with God, it’s virtually impossible for us to have any other kind of peace. If we were to look at the primary reason our world and our society are not at peace, this would be the root — people are not at peace with God; indeed, they seem to be warring against God. 
The prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel described ancient Israel before the exile in this way. Just as today, people in the days of the prophets were walking around crying out, “Peace! Peace!” (Jeremiah 6:14; Ezekiel 13:10). But there is no peace apart from peace with God. Without that peace, people are still enslaved to sin, still racked with doubt and fear, still wandering aimlessly searching for peace they can never find. 
But if we have peace with God, Paul says that we are then able to live with a new kind of peace: the peace of God — the preposition “of” being the operative word.
This is the second peace.
In verse 3, after Paul says we have peace with God, he goes on to say that “we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”
Peace with God leads to the peace of God, and that is a peace that produces actual peace of mind within us. We have freedom from anxiety and panic because God is present with us in the Holy Spirit. It’s not a peace that is dependent on circumstances but based on faith that God is at work in us and is caring for us. We can have joy and peace when it matters most, especially when we are in the midst of trying times. It’s this kind of inner peace that makes us resilient people, and that makes us stand out in contrast to an anxious world. 
People who have this kind of peace are attractive to others because they want to have that kind of peace for themselves. Many people have endured horrific circumstances in their lives and yet have a deep peace about them — people who have experienced loss, grave illness or unfair treatment, and yet still have peace. 
	People who are at peace with God and have the peace of God are non-anxious; they don’t panic when life gets hard; they don’t react negatively when circumstances don’t go their way. Rather, they worry less; they endure suffering with grace and, as a result, have strength of character and hope for the future. It’s not about simply pretending things are okay or “fake it ‘til you make it,” but it’s about an inner peace given by the Spirit’s presence. As Paul puts it in Philippians: “The peace of God which passes all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus” (4:7). The peace of God is the fertile ground in which peace of mind can really grow when it is cultivated by the Spirit. 

But the peace of God is not the end goal. Peace always comes to us on its way to someone else. When Jesus sent out his disciples to spread the good news, he told them to greet everyone with “Peace to this house” (Luke 10:5). 
Peace was not just something for them to have as an inner feeling, but something to be extended to others. Later in Romans, Paul puts it this way: “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all” (12:18). When we have peace with God, we also receive the peace of God, but that is to lead us to become the peacemakers of God. We extend God’s peace to others. This is the essence of what Paul means when he includes “peace” among the fruit of the Spirit — it’s the peace we share that really matters (Galatians 5:22). 
This is the third peace.
What does this kind of peace look like? We get a clue about what living “peaceably with others” looks like toward the end of Paul’s letter to the Romans (12:9-21). How do people of peace act peaceably?

· They show genuine love to others (v. 9). People who live peaceably hate evil and hold fast to what is good, serving one another in mutual affection and showing honor to one another. 
· They are enthusiastic, serving the Lord with the fire of the Spirit (v. 10). People of peace are not the “frozen chosen” but are genuinely excited about serving and doing the work of the Lord. 
· They have hope no matter the circumstance, being patient in suffering and fervent in prayer (v. 12).
· They contribute to the needs of the saints and show hospitality to strangers (v. 13). 
· They are able to bless their persecutors instead of cursing them (v. 14).
· They are empathic, rejoicing with those who rejoice and weeping with those who weep (v. 15). There is no schadenfreude or jealousy, but a genuine hope for the well-being of another.
· They live as part of a community where they see everyone as equals and are humble about their own abilities (v. 16).
· And they don’t seek revenge when wronged. Instead, they care for their enemies and let God handle the rest (vv. 19-21). Instead of overcoming evil with revenge and retaliation, they conquer evil with good to the point that their enemies are embarrassed. 

Peace with God leads to the peace of God which leads to peacemaking in the power of God. 
With this kind of peace, we can change the world!
David Allen, Gordon Illausky, Bob Kaylor, Melanie Silva and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Possible Preaching Themes:
· Justification by faith
· The resilience of faith
· Sharing God’s glory

Participation Pointer:
Fear is the opposite of peace. In “A Charlie Brown Christmas,” Lucy is the psychiatrist who counsels Charlie Brown about his fears. She walks through all the fears he could have and then concludes that he has “pantophobia” — the fear of everything! This might work as a film clip. I have used it in a Christmas sermon on the “Fear nots” in the birth narratives. For the clip, go to: youtube.com/watch?v=b8SDztycKwY. Time: 0.57.
—Dr. David Allen, Dean and Distinguished Professor of Preaching, School of Preaching, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas.
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Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
What Does the Text Say?
Personified Wisdom, sometimes called Woman Wisdom, is featured in Proverbs 1-9. Woman Wisdom is contrasted with Woman Folly; see Proverbs 7 and also 9:13 ff., where she tries to seduce foolish folks away from wisdom and wise living. There is the capable woman/worthy wife of 31:10-31 (an acrostic poem in Hebrew, where each verse begins with a new letter of the 22-letter consonantal alphabet), who shows how personified Wisdom acts in everyday ways; she also speaks wisdom (v. 26). “Wisdom” in Hebrew is hokmah. Do not make overly too much about this word’s feminine grammatical gender (or the masculine or feminine grammatical gender of other words); for example, a prominent Hebrew word for “womb” (rehem) is grammatically masculine, even though “womb” in its meanings is certainly feminine. However, in Proverbs it is legitimate to ask why the frequently male-oriented writers and editors so noticeably highlight Woman Wisdom and Woman Folly, along with female human wisdom. Notice the two parts of verse 1: “Does not wisdom call” (v. 1a) is in Hebrew poetic parallelism to “and does not understanding raise her voice” (v. 1b). Wisdom and understanding are paired innumerable times in Proverbs and elsewhere. In addition, Proverbs 8 uses such related words as knowledge, prudence, intelligence and insight. In verses 1-4 and elsewhere in Proverbs (as 1:20-21), Wisdom goes to frequently traversed places as well as prominent places to call out to all who will listen to her. The Hebrew of 8:1’s “call” is qara'. The Septuagint Greek translates this with , the same verb NT Greek uses for “to proclaim/preach” the good news by or about Jesus. Wisdom thus takes the role of God’s prophet or preacher (see Luke 11:49!), inviting the listener to turn away from the ways of Folly and to learn and live the Wisdom of God (see also the contrasting choices which she offers in vv. 32-36 below). Wisdom is so highly regarded in Proverbs that she is identified almost as an attribute or characteristic of the Lord, as well as one who gives voice to what the Lord says. 

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
Character Improvement. Do you think of yourself as a wise person? Some would argue that a truly wise person would quietly demur. A wise person is no doubt interested in character, and several character assessment tools are available, including the VIA Strengths Test (VIA=Values In Action). VIA has identified 24 character traits and grouped them into several categories. One category is WISDOM. For the VIA Strengths people, WISDOM is all about Creativity, Curiosity, Judgment, Love-of-Learning and Perspective. (See viacharacter.org.) How many of us truly want to be wise? Some people believe that since we’re rational human beings and know our own mind on most things, we’re as wise as we’re going to be. Yet, isn’t it possible to grow in wisdom? So, what can we do to be wise or wiser? Wise people listen, because as someone has said, “Knowledge without wisdom is like water in the sand.” Wise people do not listen with the intent to respond, but with the intent to understand. Wise people ask questions, seeking information and clarification. Wise people act not in self-interest, but on behalf of others. If we need a character makeover, it could start with a search for wisdom. “The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and whatever else you get, get insight” (Proverbs 4:7).
*Homiletics has treated this text four times. Go to HomileticsOnline.com. Select Proverbs in the Scripture Search drop down menu and click GO.

Psalm 8
What Does the Text Say?
Psalm 8, one of the best-known in the Psalter, is part of the first section or book of psalms in the canonical book of Psalms (Psalms 1-41). It is a hymn of praise to God for having created human beings in the divine image, and for having placed them in a natural world of wonders where the divine-human relationship is the greatest wonder of all. Psalm 8 is an inclusio, that is, it begins and ends with the same refrain and focuses its hymnic language specifically on creation. Not only is God’s glory manifest in the most exalted places, but God has also “founded a bulwark” (or “established strength”) from “the mouths of babes and infants” (v. 2), showing that God’s sovereignty extends throughout the created order. The dominical language of both Genesis and Psalm 8 has prompted some interpreters of the Bible to suggest that the degradation of the natural environment in cultures rooted in the biblical tradition is a direct result of the biblical assertion of human supremacy over the natural world. Psalm 8, while echoing the creation language of Genesis, is a step toward a balanced understanding in its celebration of God’s providential ordering of creation, in which human beings are neither the lords of creation nor its servants, but are members and citizens. 

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
The Difficulty of Creation. If your congregation is like most, it’s a flock with a few people you’d definitely identify as highly creative. These people stand out in a way others don’t because of their ability to generate imaginative ideas or objects that provoke a sense of awe and wonder in others. As a percentage of the population, few people own such gifts — although there’s some creativity in all of us, no doubt. But to create something is not easy. We can sign up for courses that teach creativity. Perhaps such a class would help some of us to unleash the power of our imaginations. But do such classes teach us how to create? No, but even creative people submit to instruction so that they can be a better painter, potters or piano players. What if you were asked to create something from scratch? “Go into the attic, and create something with what you find there!” you’re told. Now think of the range of God’s created work, from a fetus formed in the womb to the natural world including towering mountains and surging oceans. Consider the wide variety of nutrition God has placed in the world for us to enjoy — from wheats and grains to vegetables like carrots, cucumbers, cauliflower and celery. Or fruit, like pomegranates, pineapples and papaya. This God of limitless creativity is the same God who calls us into relationship. This is the God we worship. “O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” (v. 9).
*Homiletics has treated this text twice. Go to HomileticsOnline.com. Select Psalm in the Scripture Search drop down menu and click GO.

John 16:12-15
What Does the Text Say?
In this final teaching discourse with his disciples before his crucifixion, Jesus sets out a process of revelation that is simultaneously progressive and unified. “Truth” (v. 13) is among the “all” that “the Father has” (v. 15). Yet those possessions of the Father have been so completely shared with the Son that Jesus is bold enough to refer to them as “mine.” The Son, however, does not hold them as an exclusive possession. Just as the Father shared them with the Son, so the Son will share them not only with the Spirit but also, through the Spirit, with God’s people (v. 16). Because neither the Son nor the Spirit adds to the truth received from the Father, but simply shares and declares it (16:13b), there is a unity to what is revealed. Yet, Jesus recognized that there were still “many things” he wished to share with his disciples that they could not yet “bear” (v. 12). Whether these limits are related to an intellectual ability to comprehend, an emotional ability to endure the coming passion apart from the comfort of the resurrection or some other reason is not stated. The important thing is that “the Spirit of truth” would continue to “guide” them even in Jesus’ absence. The history of the church demonstrates that this work of the Spirit continues from that first generation to our own.

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
Too Much Information. “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now” (v. 16). This is what Jesus says to his disciples. If Jesus felt the need to shut up, perhaps it is a trait we, too, should endeavor to emulate. Jesus, however, knew that his disciples would hear what they needed to hear, and learn what they needed to learn, because the “Spirit of truth” would “guide” them. Once again, the Spirit will not drive people to the truth, argue people to the truth or impose the truth on reluctant recipients. The disciples, like most of us, are best brought to the truth through guidance. And, should the Holy Spirit use us to illuminate the pathways of others with the truth, we should remember that the truth always glorifies Jesus. “He will glorify me,” Jesus says (v. 14). When we think we have the truth and when we’re about to unload the whole truth and nothing but the truth on some hapless soul, remember that the truth — if it is truth — doesn’t make Jesus look bad. The truth honors and glorifies Jesus. Just remembering this should quiet things up a bit.
*Homiletics has treated this text twice. Go to HomileticsOnline.com. Select John in the Scripture Search drop down menu and click GO.

Animating Illustrations

The title of today’s piece is “Real Peace.”
One issue that is not raised in the article qua sermon is: If there is such a thing as real peace, what is fake peace?
If we don’t have real peace (of the varieties described above), then we’re stuck with one of three things: fake peace, crippling anxiety or numbness.
Fake peace is the kind of peace that we know is not really real, but that we can get by pretending. We can do this because we’re so successful at amassing expensive computers, cars, recreational vehicles, vacation homes, club memberships and smartphones that should make any normal person a happy, contented and peaceful person.
Except they don’t.
If we’re not even trying to fake peace of mind and heart, then we may be suffering from crippling anxiety. This might be caused by the stress of trying to succeed at fake peace — getting all the stuff we wanted in order to fake peace. Or, the anxiety may be a result of professional stressors or difficulty in relationships. Until this anxiety thing is resolved, no peace, real or fake, is possible.
Finally, we might simply be numb. We simply don’t care anymore. So many people are yelling. So many people are outraged. Half the country doesn’t like the president. So, we go numb. We grab the noise-canceling headphones, and put them over our ears and we play Iron Maiden’s “Piece of Mind” because it sounds like elevator music compared to the noise of social media.
	 
##

Standing on the promises that cannot fail,
When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail,
By the living Word of God I shall prevail,
Standing on the promises of God.
Refrain: Standing, standing,
Standing on the promises of God my Savior;
Standing, standing,
I’m standing on the promises of God.
—Verse 2 and refrain of the hymn “Standing on the Promises of God.” Lyrics by Russell Kelso Carter.

##

Most people who recite theologian Reinhold Niebuhr’s Serenity Prayer — a favorite of the Twelve-Step recovery movement — only quote the first line: “God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.” 
But there’s more to it than that. Here are the remaining, seldom-quoted lines:
“Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time, accepting hardship as the pathway to peace; taking, as [Jesus] did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it; trusting that he will make all things right if I surrender to his will; that I may be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with him forever in the next.”
Do you see how those additional lines change the meaning of the whole prayer?  
If you end with the first sentence, serenity can become a kind of goal we can achieve. Even though the prayer says, “God grant me the serenity,” it’s easy to skip over that. The result is, serenity becomes a sort of faded, washed-out positive thinking: Just think peaceful thoughts, and everything will be all right.
This is very far indeed from Paul’s meaning in the letter to the Romans. He speaks here about “peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The peace we crave is not won through some kind of persistent psychological self-discipline like that of an athlete training for a race. It’s peace with God Paul’s speaking about here, not peace within ourselves. There is such a thing as sin in this world, and sin is fundamentally offensive to God. The only way we can be freed from sin’s curse, and therefore achieve peace with God, is to have an advocate plead our case. 
Fortunately, that advocate is none other than God’s own Son, so a successful pleading is assured.

##

Someone asked Mother Teresa why she didn’t come to anti-war rallies. She responded: “Show me a pro-peace rally, and I’ll be there.”
True peace is about far more than just the absence of war.

##

It might seem to you that living in the woods on a riverbank would remove you from the modern world. But not if the river is navigable, as ours is. On pretty weekends in the summer, this riverbank is the very verge of the modern world. It is a seat in the front row, you might say. On those weekends, the river is disquieted from morning to night by people resting from their work.
This resting involves traveling at great speed, first on the road and then on the river. The people are in an emergency to relax. They long for the peace and quiet of the great outdoors. Their eyes are hungry for the scenes of nature. They go very fast in their boats. They stir the river like a spoon in a cup of coffee. They play their radios loud enough to hear above the noise of their motors. They look neither left nor right. They don’t slow down for — or maybe even see — an old man in a rowboat raising his lines.
—Wendell Berry, Jayber Crow: A Novel (Counterpoint Press, 2001), 331.

##

If one were pressed to come up with one phrase that best expresses the gospel, one could hardly do better than “Do not be afraid.” The gospel is the banishment of fear, not in the sense of some temporal announcement that things are not as bleak as they seem or that tomorrow is a new day, but the revealing of the secret that all that is rests upon the deep eternal peace of God. In the words of Julian of Norwich’s famous declaration of confident hope, “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.”
—Thomas Long, “What is the Gospel?” Homiletic: The Journal of the Academy of Homiletics, 2005.

##

We are not at peace with others because we are not at peace with ourselves, and we are not at peace with ourselves because we are not at peace with God.
—Thomas Merton.

##

Stress is cultural. It isn’t what is happening that causes stress. It’s what we fear is going to happen in the future. What is most feared varies between cultures, because fear is a conditioned response. That is, we learn what to fear. Most of this learning happens early in our lives, a lot of it at the hands of our parents, though I learned fear from a horrid schoolteacher who thought children should be dealt with like army recruits. Steve, like many New Yorkers, has been taught to fear not being in control. Most of my fellow Englishmen, like me, fear being punished. Our culture favors punishment and many of us spend much of our lives fearing the loss that punishment is.
—Tim Cantopher, from the Introduction to Overcoming Stress: Advice for People Who Give Too Much (Westminster John Knox, 2015), x.

##

We all start off flying like eagles when it comes to doing the work of the kingdom. But there is a point at which we slow down a bit, but we are still running like deer, but all of us come to that point where we are just about making it. We are walking along and hoping that we don’t faint. But the Scripture is clear when it says that if we wait upon the Lord we shall be renewed.
How many of us spend time each day waiting on the Lord?  How many of us take time during the day to go to a quiet place and center down in Jesus, asking him for nothing, but simply surrendering to his presence? How many of us, in quietude and in stillness, surrendered to an invasion of the Spirit, which can renew and revitalize to others and to the kingdom?
It should be noted that the next verse after Isaiah 40:41 tells us that in quietude and in stillness, he will come into us. Even in our praying there are too many words. No wonder the Scripture says, “Be still.” 
—Tony Campolo, “Tired exhausted ministry,” Red Letter Christians blog, February 22, 2011.
redletterchristians.org. Retrieved November 28, 2018.

Commentary
Romans 5:1-5
Within the context of the whole letter to the Romans, this selection opens chapter 5 as a bridge between the description of how Jesus Christ saves the world and the next several chapters, which describe the life of the Christian as dying through baptism to rise with Christ (chapters 6-8). Patricia McDonald has argued that in addition to providing literary and theological bridges between sections of Romans, this section provides a bridge between Paul and the Roman community (“Romans 5:1-11 as a rhetorical bridge.” Journal for the Study of the New Testament 40 [1990], 81-96). She notes that here occurs the first use of “we” as a pronoun since the opening, semi-formulaic verses, and from this point forward in the letter, Paul writes with the assurance that he and the Romans form one community. Paul feels free to do this because, summarizing his rhetorical strategy very broadly, first of all, in a classic act of group identity, he has established who he and the Romans are not: They are not lascivious pagans (1:18-32), hypocritical judges (2:1-16, 22-24) or boastful Jewish teachers (2:17-24). With boundaries well established, he then explains that all Gentiles and Jews have the same God and are brought into right relationship with God through the actions of Abraham and Jesus (chapters 3 and 4). As Paul and the Romans are now of the same family of God, he can address them as “we,” the “justified by faith.” 
In this context, the term “faith” appears to be capable of having more than one reference. A debate has proceeded for nearly 2,000 years over how Paul’s reference to the salvific effect of the “” should be translated. It might be “faith in Christ,” a translation many think of as the more traditional, which emphasizes the action of the believer. But the grammar can also support a translation as “faith of Christ,” which refers to Christ’s own faithfulness to God. In Pauline Theology IV (eds. Richard Hays and E. Elizabeth Johnson [Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1997]), Professors James D. G. Dunn and Hays argue forcefully, Dunn for the former, and Hays for the latter. In starkest terms, the difference in the two translations is whether it is the faith, or perhaps better, the faithfulness Christ exhibited toward God which brings salvation to the world or it is the faith of individual faithful persons in Jesus’ faithfulness toward them which brings salvation. The former interpretation may be considered to be a more inclusive reading which ultimately may permit the understanding that Christ’s action has power over Christian and non-Christian alike. 
Linguistic arguments on both sides are weighty and persuasive. They are not, however, new. In fact, the Alexandrian scholar Origen, working early in the third century, recognized the issue and concluded that he would be open to both senses of the term. In the contemporary context, this “both/and” reading strategy may well be the best (see Mark Reasoner, Romans in Full Circle: A History of Interpretation [Knoxville: Westminster John Knox, 2005], 41; see also Paul Achtmeier, “Apropos the faith of/in Christ” in Pauline Theology IV referenced above). If that strategy is adopted, the simple phrase “from faith” would be full of meaning, for it would convey that Paul and the Romans are now one family because of the faithfulness of Christ to God which enables all who are faithful to Christ to come into relationship with God. 
The references to boasting in verses 2 and 3 provide an exclamation point to Paul’s comments, first disparaging the boastful Jewish teacher in 2:17 and then defining in chapter 3 who may boast. In chapter 5, however, Paul refers to the boasting in which Christians are indeed allowed to indulge, thus condemning boasting elsewhere while engaging in it himself here. What has made Paul change his mind? In 2:17-24, Paul condemns the Jewish teacher who boasts because the teacher presumes a relationship with God out of knowledge of the law, but nevertheless engages in stealing, adultery, idolatry and otherwise breaking the law. In 3:27-31, Paul makes what appears to be a convoluted argument concerning on what basis the Jew and the Gentile are able to boast. Suffice it to say that the conclusion of the argument is that both can boast on the basis of “faith,” which, Paul argues, does not negate the law but supports it. In other words, Paul does not condemn boasting per se, but only certain instances of it. Further, it is not clear that the OT, particularly the Greek translation of the OT in which it is assumed that Paul was trained, has a singular attitude toward boasting. The verb  appears (in one form or another) more than 40 times in these texts. The earliest texts seem to condemn boasting, particularly that of warriors who believe victory is due to their own efforts and not to the work of the Lord (for example, Judges 7:2; 1 Kings 20:11). But in later books the verb is used where the Hebrew texts and their English translations clearly indicate exultation in the gifts and deeds of the Lord (for example, NRSV Psalm 5:11, “Those who love your name may exult in you”). Sirach, a deuterocanonical text composed around 100 B.C., does it all: At 11:4, Sirach condemns rejoicing at the misfortune of others; at 24:1 the author tells how Lady Wisdom in the midst of her people rejoices in her glory. There is an enlightening discussion in Sirach 39:1-8 about those who devote themselves to the law. They search throughout the world for wisdom and, in their prayerful study, God may fill them with understanding and wisdom. Then, they will glory in the law of the Lord’s covenant (v. 8). 
As a consequence of this brief word study, it can be seen that neither in Paul’s writing nor in the OT is “boasting” always to be condemned. One may — perhaps even should — boast of God’s gift of a divine relationship, expressed in Sirach as obtaining wisdom and understanding through study of the law, and expressed in Paul as the relationships created by God in response to the faithfulness of Abraham and of Jesus Christ. Then in this selection Paul and the Romans can together exult, glory and boast in a mutual relationship, grounded in the love of God poured into their hearts by the Holy Spirit (v. 5), which itself brings hope, trials, endurance and character (vv. 2-4). As there is one God who loves them all, so they are united in this development.
*Additional commentary on this text can be found at HomileticsOnline.com (Scripture Search).

Conversation with the Children: Romans 5:1-5
Begin by showing a picture of a peace symbol. Perhaps members of your youth group have T-shirts with peace signs on them that they can model. Tell the children that some churches mention peace each week in their services. At a particular time in the service, the pastor lifts his or her hands and says, “May the peace of Christ be with you.” The congregation responds, “And also with you.” What do you think that means? Possible answers might be that to follow Jesus is to know peace; following Jesus means we can be peaceful as we rest in his love; if we are troubled about something, having someone offer us the peace of Jesus reassures us that we can trust in Jesus and not be troubled. Tell the children that you are going to give them the chance to offer the peace of Jesus to the congregation. Instruct them to stand up and face the congregation, and show them how to raise their hands (palms out) and say, “The peace of Christ be with you.” Instruct the congregation to answer, palms lifted outward, “And also with you.” Tell them another way to offer the peace of Christ is to shake hands and say, “The peace of Christ be with you.” Demonstrate with an older child, who clasps your hand and gives the appropriate response. Invite the congregation to share the peace of Christ as the children are excused.

Worship Resources
Litanies — Special Days and Times
Peace Sunday
For all whose image of your creation is marred by pain and suffering—
A: Your kingdom come;
B: Your will be done.

For those who wake each morning to shellfire and destruction—
A: Your kingdom come;
B: Your will be done.

For children dispossessed of childhood and transformed into soldiers—
A: Your kingdom come;
B: Your will be done.

For orphans wandering lonely roads to uncertain futures—
A: Your kingdom come;
B: Your will be done.

For each persecuted family carrying your cross—
A: Your kingdom come;
B: Your will be done.
—John Birch, posted on Faith and Worship website.

Prayers — General
Let us pray [to the one God, Father, Son and Spirit, that our lives may bear witness to our faith.]
      Father, you sent your Word to bring us truth and your Spirit to make us holy. Through them we come to know the mystery of your life. Help us to worship you, one God in three persons, by proclaiming and living our faith in you. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
—An Australian Prayer Book. 

Hymns
Holy, Holy, Holy
It Is Well with My Soul
Peace, Perfect Peace

Praise 
There Is a River 
Cover Me 
Stand
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The Praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Trinity Sunday, Cycle C
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31*  
Psalm 8*
Romans 5:1-5*
John 16:12-15*
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Additional sermonic treatments of these texts are available online at HomileticsOnline.com.
