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Acts 16:9-15

You’re the One with the Bleed Kit
All Christians have a Macedonian call.

AT A GLANCE: 
Some first responders are not professionals but bystanders — even kids. A new program called “Stop the Bleed” is teaching children, some of whom have experienced trauma, how to stop bleeding. As a part of their training, they are given “bleed kits.”

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s gospel text, see “Getting Dropped,” May 1, 2016.  

For an alternative idea pertaining to Revelation 21:10, 22−22:5, see “No Sun, No Moon, No Night.” 

“The people you see running in when everyone else is running out.”
That phrase has become a kind of street-level definition of first responders — firefighters, police officers, paramedics and other emergency personnel. 
Sadly, some of us first heard that description on 9/11, when numerous first responders did indeed run into the burning towers to rescue victims. But as the buildings collapsed, they never had a chance to come back out. They are rightly honored for their sacrifice.
It remains true today that emergency response workers are quick to go into dangerous situations to help others. But in some cases, they are not quite the first responders. In some emergencies, that role is filled by whoever happens to be on the spot — sometimes, persons who are not trained professionals in emergency response. Maybe it’s a driver who witnesses a bad crash on the highway and stops to offer help. Or it’s a passerby who sees a house on fire and rushes in to help the residents get out. Or perhaps it is someone at a mass shooting who directs people to shelter or to a way out of the building. Or, a person afterward who comforts a gravely-wounded victim who will expire before emergency workers arrive.
In fact, in some emergencies, the first responder may be a kid. Following the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School, a coalition of organizations came together to develop a program called “Stop the Bleed,” which teaches civilians how to administer first aid after a shooting. The program even supplies “bleed kits.” On a 60 Minutes report on CBS last year, Broward County Medical Director Dr. Peter Antevy said that his 12-year-old son was so afraid of returning to school following the Parkland shooting that Antevy decided to help him by training him in how to stop bleeding. “My first instinct was, ‘He needs a bleeding kit,’” Antevy said.
We might also use the term “first responders” to characterize the entry of Paul, Silas, Timothy and Luke into the district of Macedonia, which is the story told in the Acts reading for today. While not summoned by a radio call or an alarm, as emergency workers usually are today, Paul and his coworkers received the 911 call through a nighttime vision in which a man from Macedonia pleaded, “Come over to Macedonia and help us” (v. 9). Paul’s team understood this as a call from God, and they realized that the help needed was a proclamation of the gospel in that region. Thus, they set sail from Troas, where the vision had occurred and soon were sharing the gospel in Philippi, the leading city of Macedonia.
The lectionary reading is trimmed so tightly that we aren’t given the context in which that nighttime call came, but if we back up to verse 4 and begin reading there, we learn that Paul and his fellow missionaries were traveling “from town to town” strengthening existing churches. At one point, they intended to preach the good news in an area of Asia (present-day Turkey), but the Holy Spirit put the brakes on that. So instead, they decided to carry the gospel to Bithynia in northwest Asia Minor, but the Spirit pushed back on that idea as well. So when Paul had his vision, it was clear to the team that God really wanted them to go to Macedonia.

What would be your response if you were told that you might be a first responder in someone’s search for faith? 
Might it be, “Who, me? I’m no professional”?
Or you might say, “I would suggest you talk to my pastor.”
But you’re the one to whom the person addressed the 911 call — that is, the person has some connection to you that caused him or her to speak about the need. And because of that connection, you may be the one with the bleed kit to stop the person’s spiritual hemorrhaging.
While you may not have formal training, you can tell the person what your faith means to you.
Depending on your own experience of Christ, you may be able to address a person’s sense of emptiness by saying that the gospel gives meaning to lives that seem to be without purpose.
You may be able to address a person’s loneliness, explaining that Christ is a comforting presence that helps you weather dark moments when you feel alone.
You may be able to help a person face fear by talking about the calmness and spiritual strength the gospel fosters. 
You may be the one to tell the person how to make the first approach to God, sharing the basics of simple prayer.
In other words, you can be the one running toward that person.

Probably the clearest Macedonian call for us comes when, in normal conversation, someone invites us to be honest about our faith. Our text says that in Philippi, Paul sat down and spoke to some women whom he encountered in a place of prayer near the river. Not that he preached or tried to scare people about the terror of hell if they didn’t receive Christ. He just spoke to them.
Luke reports that one of those listening was Lydia, and that “the Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.” Opened her heart? What does that mean if not that something was bleeding inside her? And that happens to lots of people.
There is a story about the English biologist Thomas Henry Huxley, who was an agnostic. He died in 1895, but some time before that, he attended a party at a country house where guests stayed over the weekend. On Sunday, most guests prepared to go to church, but Huxley declined. Instead, he approached a fellow guest known to be a committed Christian, and he said, “Suppose you don’t go to church today. Suppose you stay at home and tell me what your Christian faith means to you and why you are a Christian.”
The man, knowing Huxley was a great thinker, replied, “But you could demolish my arguments in an instant. I’m not clever enough to argue with you.”
Huxley replied, “I don’t want to argue with you; I just want you to tell me what Christ means to you.”
So the man stayed home from church and spoke with Huxley about his faith. When they finished, Huxley said, “I would give my right hand if only I could believe that.”
But that was back in the 19th century, and we’re more concerned with how something like that might play out in the 21st century. Our colleagues in the workplace or our friends in the neighborhood, or at the fitness center or golf club may have a sense that our faith is important to us and that we go to church regularly. Most of our conversations with these acquaintances deal with routine, everyday things. But as we develop relationships with others, sometimes something more serious comes up. 
Perhaps the other person asks for our opinion about some ethical matter or wants to talk about a personal problem — perfect opportunities to frankly share something about our faith. 
Let’s say Mike is having lunch with Jason. They’re both loan officers at a major bank in town.
Jason is halfway into a bleu cheese and mushroom double-decker hamburger when he wipes the ketchup off his mouth with a napkin, lays it down, and says, “So, Mike, you go to church. What does your church believe in anyway?”
Mike is about to answer, when Jason goes on to explain, “We got a kid, you know. Tara is 4 years old now, and Carrie and I are thinking maybe we should get back in the church habit, get Tara to Sunday school, or something — learn some Bible stories like Moses and the Ark.”
He continues to tell his story. He and his wife both had very uneven religious experiences when they were growing up. They never were in one church very long. So, actually, they didn’t know too much about God, religion or church, but they had the sense that it might be a good thing, not only for Tara but for them as well.
Mike could have told Jason that it was Noah and the Ark, not Moses. He could have just given his coworker a shallow, nonresponsive answer — talking in generalities about worship services. But the questions allowed Mike to ask the other man about his faith experience and tell a little about his own. Mike didn’t go into great detail, but he tried to respond at least to the level of interest his friend had expressed and said something about what his faith meant to him, the role it played in his family, and so on.
Jason appreciated the feedback. And why not? They were friends. The subject had come up naturally. And Mike didn’t try to beat him with the Bible. 
Surely in moments like that, when someone is asking for information and inviting us to be a first responder, we can be unembarrassed witnesses for Christ and share our faith in an honest way. 

What’s in your bleed kit?
So, what should be in our bleed kits? At least three things: 
· First, some statement about what knowing Christ means to us personally. Maybe something like, “Because Jesus is in my life, I no longer _________.” Or “Because Jesus is in my life, I’ve been able to let go of __________.” Or “Because Jesus is in my life, my outlook is more positive,” and then tell why. 
· Second, a willingness to tell someone how to pray a beginner’s prayer, such as, “Lord Jesus, come into my life, and help me follow you.”
· Third, a suggestion about where the person might learn more or grow in the new experience. That might include an invitation to accompany you to church or, if they are a reader, maybe something to read, such as C.S. Lewis’ book Mere Christianity or an introduction to someone who is more fluent in the language of faith.
We’re not trying to make all this sound simpler than it is or to imply that a few, well-chosen words are all you need. But the fact is, people in search of meaning or trying to fill an empty place inside themselves often begin by talking to someone they think might be able to point them in the right direction. And if that someone is us, we become, in effect, first responders.
First responders aren’t usually the ones who provide the whole solution. They’re the ones who do their best to stop the bleeding and then send the person to a place where more help is available.
If a moment comes where someone within our circle of acquaintances appears to be seeking faith, may God make us willing to be first responders.
Susan Arnold, Ann Hitt, Allyson Paxton, Stan Purdum, Melanie Silva and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Possible Preaching Themes:
· Paul and his companions found God’s will by trying out possibilities, first attempting to go to Asia and then to Bithynia. We, too, can find God’s will by attempting what we think God wants us to do and counting on God to redirect us if the direction we have chosen is not God’s will.
· Household evangelism
· How to witness effectively
· Open and closed doors

Sources:
“America today: Training kids to be first responders.” 60 Minutes, November 4, 2018, cbsnews.com. Retrieved November 14, 2018.
Barclay, William. The Gospel of John, Vol. 1, Revised Edition. Westminster Press, 1975, 92.
Stop the Bleeding Coalition, stopthebleedingcoalition.org. Retrieved November 14, 2018.

Animating Illustrations
On September 11, 2001, thousands of first responders heroically rushed to the scene and saved tens of thousands of lives. More than 400 of those first responders did not make it out alive. In rushing into those burning buildings, not one of them asked, “What God do you pray to? What beliefs do you hold?” 
—New York City’s then-mayor, Michael Bloomberg, from a statement defending the right to build a mosque in Lower Manhattan, August 3, 2010.

##

On the morning of his death on September 11, 2001, Father Mychal Judge was moving quickly. Stopping only for his Fire Chaplain’s helmet and FDNY coat, he raced down to the smoking World Trade Center buildings to offer all the aid and comfort that he could.
Despite the danger to his own life, his presence was mandatory, he believed. In a prayer, once he had outlined this philosophy: “Lord take me where you want me to go, let me meet who you want me to meet,” it began.
He set off urgently on that world-changing morning to where the Lord wanted to take him, thinking only of helping others. A passing documentary crew filmed his anxious face, already a shocked witness to history, as he prayed in the lobby of the north tower, his white helmet reading “F.D.N.Y. Chaplain.”
Refusing all offers to be evacuated, Father Judge instead gave sacraments as huge parts of the building — and people — fell to earth all around him. Dozens of bodies were hitting the plaza outside as people jumped to their deaths from the top stories. Passersby heard his final prayer, which he repeated over and over: “Jesus, please end this right now! God, please end this!”
When the South Tower collapsed at 9.59 am, the debris crashed through the North Tower lobby, killing many in its path, including the man that the FDNY called Father Mike.
The medical examiner, recordedJudge as the first fatality of the day, assigning him the number DM0001-01, the DM standing for Disaster Manhattan.
—Cahir O’Doherty, “Calls growing to canonize LGBT hero Father Mychal Judge, ‘Saint of 9/11,’” IrishCentral.com, September 15, 2017. irishcentral.com. Retrieved November 27, 2018.

##

Operator
Information
Give me Jesus on the line
Operator 
Information
I’d like to speak to a friend of mine
Oh prayer is the number
Faith is the exchange
Heaven is the street
And Jesus is his name.
—From the song, “Operator (Give Me Jesus on the Line),” by William Spivery.

##

Writer Mary Janice Davidson, speaking at a first responders banquet, tells the story of when the family house burned down. She writes:
So the house burned to the foundation. And we lost everything. But not really. We lost things, and nearly all of it replaceable, and the stuff that wasn’t? Like photographs? Well, they aren’t worth someone’s life. Not yours. Not mine. And that’s something else first responders bring into our lives. Perspective.
You’d think they’d be jaded. Why aren’t more of you jaded? After all the things you’ve seen. And smelled! I would fully expect most first responders to begin conversations with, “Life is short, possessions are meaningless, we’re all dust in the end.”
“That’s nice, deep dish or classic?”
Because you have bad days at work. Not our kind of bad days. Our kind of bad is when Steve from Accounting throws our lunch away again. (“I had my name on the bag, Steve!”)
Or we find out the Wi-Fi is down all day. “How will I get work done? By which I mean, not work? Why do bad things happen to good people?”
No, your bad days go south because people were hurt. Or died. For stupid reasons, like going back into a burning house. Or worse: no reason at all. First responders know things can be wonderful at breakfast and ashes, actual literal ashes, by lunchtime. And they bring that home, too.
And we know when you had a bad one. Sure we do. For example, you walk in and instantly want to do something as a family.
Or they come right over and want a hug. “Argh, Dad, you’re home finally, I have to go to Jessica’s — oh. Annnnnnd we’re hugging. And you smell like smoke. OK. I don’t have to go right this minute …”
—Mary Janice Davidson, “Adventures of a romance author: First responders are great at saving lives, terrible at retiring,” usatoday.com, March 29, 2017. Retrieved December 22, 2018. Emphasis added.

##

According to sociologists Christian Smith and Hilary Davidson in their new book The Paradox of Generosity, there is a scientific, inarguable connection between generosity and happiness. Smith and Davidson surveyed 2,000 individuals (comprised of 40 families in 12 different states, all from different classes and races) over a 5-year period about their spending habits and lifestyles. The participants who identified as “very happy” were those who reported volunteering for 5.8 hours per month; among those who donated more than 10 percent of their income, participants reported lower depression rates.
Smith and Davidson also found that participants who were emotionally generous in relationships — through giving love and emotional availability — were in much better health (48 percent) than those who were not (31 percent). In short, being able to step outside of oneself and give is an essential ingredient for happiness.
—Sharon Salzberg, “The real power of generosity,” OnBeing.com, April 19, 2015. Retrieved November 27, 2018.

##

Hacksaw Ridge is a 2016 biographical war drama film directed by Mel Gibson and written by Andrew Knight and Robert Schenkkan, based on the 2004 documentary The Conscientious Objector. The film focuses on the World War 2 experiences of Desmond Doss, an American pacifist combat medic who, as a Seventh-day Adventist Christian, refused to carry or use a weapon or firearm of any kind. Doss became the first conscientious objector to be awarded the Medal of Honor, for service above and beyond the call of duty during the Battle of Okinawa. 
—For more, see the Wikipedia entry for “Hacksaw Ridge.”

##

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, I took it personal. Everyone I knew was on fire to join up, including me. There were two men in my hometown declared 4-F unfit, they killed themselves cause they couldn’t serve. Why, I had a job in a defense plant and I could’ve taken a deferment, but that ain’t right. It isn't right that other men should fight and die, that I would just be sitting at home safe. I need to serve. I got the energy and the passion to serve as a medic, right in the middle with the other guys. No less danger, just... while everybody else is taking life, I’m going to be saving it. With the world so set on tearing itself apart, it doesn’t seem like such a bad thing to me to wanna put a little bit of it back together. 
—Desmond Doss in the film Hacksaw Ridge (2016), from the IMDb website, imdb.com. See “Quotes.” 

##

Creating a political community based on kindness may seem like an impossibility … [but] we are discovering lately in American society that we can’t build a good society on the principles of self-interest and entitlement alone. Without generosity there can be no community. Without the kindness of strangers, a society is turned into an armed camp. ... The atmosphere of compassion that transforms a mass of alienated individuals into a caring community is created by countless acts of kindness and charitable foresight.
—Sam Keen, Hymns to an Unknown God (Bantam, 1995).

##

The Camp Fire is the most destructive in the state’s history, torching thousands of homes and obliterating the historic town of Paradise. By Monday morning, it had burned more than 113,000 acres and was about 25 percent contained.
“A high percentage of firefighters who live and work here lost their homes,” Tim Aboudara, a representative of the International Association of Firefighters, told CNN affiliate KCRA.
One of them is Leland Ratcliff, captain of the U.S. Forest Service’s Feather River Hotshot crew. He saw the smoke over Paradise on Thursday and said his intuition told him the fire was on a rapid path to destroy the town.
He was able to tell his wife, who took both children out of school before official evacuations began.
Once they were safe, Ratcliff had to make a decision: “Do I go try to save other stuff (from our house) or do I go to try to let people know what was going on?”
He chose the latter, evacuating residents from their houses and plucking them from the streets.
He said it wasn’t a difficult decision in the moment, but then he realized what things he lost forever in the house he left — his children’s handprints from kindergarten, and his wedding pictures.
“The guilt doesn’t come until afterwards, when you realize you don’t have that stuff anymore. ... You always want to think that life is more important than property, but it doesn’t make it any easier in hindsight.”
—Melissa Gray, “First responders who lost homes in Camp Fire still report for duty,” CNN.com, November 12, 2018. Retrieved November 27, 2018.

##

Commentary
Acts 16:9-15
Paul, Silas and Timothy had been visiting the Christian communities in what is now Turkey, but upon reaching the westernmost areas they were impeded in their efforts by none other than the Holy Spirit (vv. 6, 7). It was only once they reached the port city of Troas that this negative direction gave way to the affirmative guidance provided by Paul’s vision of a Macedonian man seeking his help. By choosing to begin this reading at verse 9 rather than the opening of the paragraph at verse 6, the lectionary has placed the emphasis on the most dramatic (and by far, the less common) means by which Christians experience God’s guidance. Certainly more people speak of God “closing doors” than they speak of dramatic visions that change the course of their lives. 
The chosen limits for the reading also obscure somewhat one of the more noted features of this portion of Acts, namely the so-called “we” passages. Through verse 9, all the pronouns have been in the third person (“they,” “he”), but beginning at verse 10 and continuing through verse 17 the pronouns for Paul and his companions shift to the first person plural (“we,” “us”; cf. 20:5-15; 21:1-18; and 27:1−28:16 ). Some have suggested that the author himself (usually Luke the physician; cf. Colossians 4:14) is providing eyewitness accounts of events for which he was present; others note that the shifts between first and third person references are not always that consistent within these passages (especially during the sea voyage recounted in chapters 27 and 28), and so they suggest that other forms of literary variation are at work. 
Lydia herself is a person of some historical mystery. Acts identifies her as being “from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth” (v. 14). In one regard, those details are perfectly consistent; Thyatira was, in fact, a noted center for the manufacture of purple-dyed products. But in another regard, they raise questions since the city of Thyatira was located in a region known as Lydia. While it is certainly possible a woman from there might have the name of the region as either a nickname or even a given name (there is extra-biblical evidence of “Lydia” as a personal name), it is also possible that the name “Lydia” is a literary device for a woman whose name was otherwise unknown. Indeed, apart from the presence of the word “named” (), the Greek text would naturally read “a certain Lydian woman” (…). And even though Paul himself mentions other women who were prominent members of the Christian community in Philippi (Euodia and Syntyche; Philippians 4:2)by name, Lydia is mentioned nowhere else in the NT outside Acts 16. 
Rather than her name, geographical homeland or occupation, the most important detail about Lydia mentioned in Acts may be that she was a “worshiper of God” (; v. 14). Scholars are divided on the question of whether this expression is being used in a technical sense of a Gentile who worships the God of the Jews but has not formally converted to Judaism because it is not the precise term “God-fearer” () used of Cornelius in Acts 10:2. Nevertheless, the literary links with Cornelius are clear. God having “opened her heart” to accept Paul’s message, both “she and her household were baptized” and extended hospitality to him (v. 15) just as previously was the case with Cornelius and his household in response to Peter’s preaching (10:48). These parallels with Cornelius as the first Gentile convert in Acts reinforce the popular characterization of Lydia as the first European convert to Christianity. 
The literary parallels are not restricted to within Acts itself, however; and again it is the fluidity of the language that suggests something more may be in play. The narrator recounts that Paul and his companions had encountered Lydia and the other women “outside the gate by the river” while seeking “a place of prayer” (, literally “a prayer” but by metonymy a reference to where people pray; v. 13). Although some suggest the location “by the river” was to facilitate Jewish cleansing rituals, it would in fact be quite unusual for a synagogue (and notably that is not the word used here, although it is found 38 times elsewhere in Luke-Acts) to be located outside the city walls. Interestingly, while the metonymic use of “prayer” to refer to a synagogue was common among Jews, that use of “prayer” is found only in relation to the ministry at Philippi in Luke-Acts (see also v. 16). But under this Jewish influence, this metonymy was also extended to places where other gods were recipients of prayer. 
This alternative possibility offers another explanation for why Paul might encounter a group of women at prayer in a somewhat rustic setting outside the city walls: They may have been involved in Bacchic rites in worship of the Dionysian cult. Indeed, scholars have noted numerous parallels not only between Paul’s encounter with Lydia but also between his later imprisonment and deliverance through an earthquake and a scene from Euripides’ Bacchae about Dionysius who sails to Europe to spread his religious practices from its center in Asia Minor. It is possible, then, that the way in which Paul’s Philippian ministry is recounted in Acts has been shaped by that well-known play. 
What might Luke have gained by structuring Paul’s ministry in Philippi along lines drawn from Euripides’ Bacchae? The answer to that may lie as much in the contrasts as in the parallels. Whereas many in Greco-Roman society had a negative view of the Bacchanalia generally and the mantic participation of women in it particularly, Luke is able to show women both delivered from such ecstatic control (more explicitly in the following account of the divining slave-girl, vv. 16-18) and assuming important leadership roles as heads of house churches. Dionysius may have brought a religion of excess to Europe, but because of Lydia, Paul is able to counter such Bacchanalian excess with the message of the gospel.
*Additional commentary on this text can be found at HomileticsOnline.com (Scripture Search).

Conversation with the Children:	Acts 16:9-15
Talk to the children about sirens. What is a siren? When we hear a siren, we know that someone needs help. It means that cars must pull over to the side of the road so an emergency vehicle can get by. What kind of people respond to emergencies? Help the children, if necessary, to mention the police, EMTs, firefighters and neighbors. Have photos if possible. We are really thankful to God for people who help us in emergencies. When we hear a siren, we know that someone needs help, and we can pray that they get the help they need. Sometimes, our kid friends need help, and there’s no siren to alert us to their need. But there are other signs one of our kid friends might need help. What are these signs? If you saw that one of your friends was hurting, what would you do? How would you respond? We might rush to their side, give them a hug, talk to them and perhaps help them get to someone else who could help — like a parent, teacher or nurse. “Dear God, thank you for the people who risk their lives to help others, and thank you for our friends who are there for us when we are hurting and need help. Amen.” 

Worship Resources
Calls to Worship — General
God of life, once more you have called us together for worship. 
We have come to be refreshed. 
We have come to be reminded of whose we are. 
We have come to explore who and how you are calling us to be in the world. 
God of light, in this time together, open our eyes, our hearts and our very beings to see, hear and feel how you are active in our midst. God of love, who calls us to live love, may the time we spend listening for your still, small voice awaken an awareness of how we can put love into action, how we can care for all our relationships. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. (Prayer may be concluded with The Lord’s Prayer.)

Pastoral Prayers — General
Prayers of the People
In this Eastertide season, we celebrate the many gifts which you bestow upon your people. We also reflect upon the challenging call to live as a new creation in Christ.  Recognizing both the blessing and call to service in Christ’s resurrection, we pray saying “Christ is risen” and respond, “Christ is risen indeed.”
God of the Church, your apostles were persecuted for the sake of the gospel. Such suffering continues today in the face of human cruelty and intolerance. We pray for all who are persecuted for the sake of their faith and political beliefs. Strengthen the work of organizations which seek to disclose and put an end to these great injustices. 
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
God of righteousness, empower us weak-willed human beings to be faithful to the promises made in affirming our baptisms: to reject Satan and all his empty promises. Help us to discern your will from our own selfish desires. 
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
God of justice, your Son began his ministry proclaiming the arrival of the kingdom of God, in which the blind are given sight and the oppressed released from bondage. Give us grace to enact the vision of that kingdom, by living lives of service that are dedicated to justice.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
God of the weak, be with those who suffer and their friends and families who keep vigil with them. We remember_____ in our prayers. 
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
God of all people, it is both a gift and a responsibility to have Christ dwelling in us. Let us be truly grateful and willing to live as one with the Lord. 
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Hear our prayers, Heavenly Father, considering all things spoken and unspoken. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
—from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada’s Lift Up Your Hearts archive. worship.ca.

Benedictions — General
O God, stay with us; let no word cross our lips that is not your Word, no thoughts enter our minds that are not your thoughts, no deed ever be done or entertained by us that is not your deed.
—Malcolm Muggeridge.

Hymns
And Can It Be
To God Be the Glory
Come Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love

Praise 
Let It Breathe on Me
Every Time I Feel the Spirit
The Spirit Says Arise
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The Praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Sixth Sunday of Easter, Cycle C
Acts 16:9-15*
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10, 22−22:5*
John 14:23-29 *
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Additional sermonic treatments of these texts are available online at HomileticsOnline.com.
