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SUMMARY
Would you go to church for a haircut? Ever preached in a barbershop? Churches and barbershops don’t seem to have much in common, but they are both places where people meet together, talk freely about deep concerns, and encourage each other.

AT A GLANCE
Barbers are stepping up to meet a need for health care advocates in underserved communities. They offer their customers a place to gather and talk about sensitive issues, and now barbers are helping customers navigate the health care system. Churches could learn a lot from these barbershops, although the letter to the Hebrews already gives us a blueprint on encouraging confession, provoking good deeds, and supporting each other.

ALTERNATE READINGS
For material based on today’s gospel text, see “SERE Saints,” November 16, 2003. 

Barber poles are red, white, and blue — a tradition that has nothing to do with the colors of the American flag.
The colors go back to the Middle Ages. Back then, people went to the barbershop for more than a haircut. They looked for barbers to perform medical procedures, including bloodletting.
Bloodletting was the procedure of choice for a range of maladies, from sore throats to the plague. In an attempt to heal the sick, barbers would simply cut open a vein and allow the blood to drain. 
Disgusting? Yes!
On the barber pole, red represents blood, white symbolizes bandages, and blue is connected to the color of veins. According to the History website, barbers and surgeons were part of the same trade guild until 1745. It wasn’t until the 1800s that bloodletting fell out of favor with the medical community.
Now, any bleeding in a barbershop is completely accidental.
People will try just about anything in the search for healing and wholeness. The letter to the Hebrews reminds us that in the temple of Jerusalem, people hoped that the blood of bulls and goats would take away their sins and relieve their guilty consciences. But these sacrifices didn’t work. “Every priest stands day after day at his service,” says Hebrews, “offering again and again the same sacrifices that can never take away sins” (Hebrews 10:11).
There must be a better way. Sacrifices of bulls and goats are no better for forgiveness than bloodletting is for sore throats. And fortunately, Christ “offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins,” says Hebrews, giving his own body and blood on the cross to bring us forgiveness and new life (v. 12). “As a priest, Christ made a single sacrifice for sins, and that was it!” says the translation of the Bible called The Message. “It was a perfect sacrifice by a perfect person to perfect some very imperfect people.”
We need this, don’t we? As imperfect people, we can be perfected only by a perfect sacrifice, offered by a perfect person. And Jesus has made this sacrifice for us. His offering is a huge improvement over the bulls and goats of the temple priests and a greater advancement than that of modern medicine over bloodletting.
The blood of Christ is a perfect sacrifice, one that removes any need for temple sacrifices. It is such an enormous gift that we should probably put barber poles next to our church doors to remind people of what Jesus has done for them. “Therefore, my friends,” says Hebrews, “since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus” — yes, that’s right, walk in past the barber pole — “and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water” (vv. 19, 21-22).
That sounds good, doesn’t it? Confidence to enter the sanctuary. A true heart. Full assurance of faith. Hearts sprinkled clean. Bodies washed with pure water. Hebrews is talking about a spiritual makeover, made possible by Jesus.
Every church should be a place where people experience this kind of renewal. Since Jesus has done the bloodletting for us, we can enjoy forgiveness of sin and healing in body, mind and spirit. In everything we do together, we should “hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another” (vv. 23-25).
This is the mission of the church, according to Hebrews: Holding fast to our confession. Provoking one another. Meeting together. And encouraging one another.
Unfortunately, churches don’t always get the job done, so barbershops are stepping up. Yes, barbershops! One particular barber-based program is called the Confess Project. Based in Little Rock, Arkansas, the program is bringing mental health care to black men through barbershops. 
This nonprofit trains barbers throughout the South and Midwest to create a space where men and boys can talk freely about their feelings. These barbers become mental health advocates, directing clients to local mental health resources as needed. In 2020, the nonprofit expanded to 150 advocates across 14 states, and it partnered with the razor-blade maker Gillette to expand its reach. 
The Confess Project. What a name! It’s an excellent description of what the church should be doing: Holding fast to the confession of our hope, talking freely about our deepest concerns, provoking one another to love and good deeds, meeting together and encouraging one another.
Another good example is a community health program in Maryland called HAIR: Health Advocates In-Reach and Research. In this project, barbers are assisting with health screenings, including mental health. In particular, they are building connections in communities where people may be reluctant to seek help.
“You’re not just a barber,” says a participant named Michael Brown. “You’re a marriage counselor, and any number of things. If you have good information to give to the public, this is a perfect platform to do it.” Brown cuts hair in a shop with a roster of loyal customers and he says, “African-American men … we don’t tend to go to the doctor until our arm is all the way off on the floor.” He wants to help men seek out regular checkups.
Yes, the Christian community should be a “confess project,” a place where people can talk freely about their struggles, be assured of the forgiveness Christ offers, and receive guidance and encouragement. Like the local barbershop, we are on the front lines of the struggle for mental, emotional and spiritual health. We shouldn’t wait for people to fall apart — with arms on the floor — before we intervene.
The Confess Project. It’s time for the church to join the movement.
The letter to the Hebrews gives us an excellent blueprint. First, we encourage people to confess their sins and receive the gift of forgiveness, since Christ “offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins” (v. 12). We do this in our services of worship when we say a prayer of confession together. We also do it in small groups of trusted friends, where we admit that we have wandered from God’s path.
“We need to recognize and accept that we have done wrong,” writes Presbyterian pastor Lewis Galloway. “We have sinned against God, others, and ourselves. We cannot repair the wrong or remove the guilt ourselves.”
Fortunately, Jesus has offered a single sacrifice for sins. He has taken our guilt on himself and died to bring us forgiveness and new life. All we need to do is trust him and accept the gift he offers.
Galloway tells a story from childhood to illustrate this. “One of the pleasures of summer was swimming at the lake,” he writes. “After a long swim, it was fun to flop on a raft, forget everything, and drift in the hot sun.” But after lying on the raft for a while, he would suddenly rise in a panic, discovering how far he had drifted from the shore.
We know what that feels like, don’t we? To suddenly discover that we have drifted far from our morals, far from our aspirations, far from where we know we need to be. Fortunately, Jesus is available to help us, forgive us, turn us around, and get us back to shore. He does this because he sympathizes with our weakness and wants to save us. “Faithful Christian living is not about trying harder,” concludes Galloway. “It is about trusting more.”
Next, we “provoke one another to love and good deeds” (v. 24). We need the support of other people to live a faithful Christian life, so Hebrews challenges us to “provoke” one another. Normally, we use the word provoke in a negative way, describing actions that cause anger or resentment. But it can also mean to stir a person to action, and this is why Hebrews asks us to “provoke one another to love and good deeds.”
Like the barbers of the Confess Project, we should provoke each other to get regular checkups. Provoke each other to seek counseling when troubles arise. Provoke each other to feed the hungry and shelter the homeless. Provoke each other to welcome a stranger, mentor a teenager, or participate in a short-term mission project. There is nothing negative about provoking one another, if it is to greater love and good deeds.
Finally, we need to “meet together” in ways that involve “encouraging one another” (v. 25). These gatherings can include services of worship, small group Bible studies, youth group meetings, mission teams, musical groups, men’s groups and women’s groups. The point is that we meet together as a community in ways that encourage one another.
Remember how discouraging it was to be quarantined at home during the pandemic, unable to attend worship services or gatherings of any kind? Yes, two-dimensional online meetings were better than nothing, but not nearly as uplifting as the opportunity to see each other in three dimensions. The Greek word for church is ekklesia, which means an “assembly or congregation.” This is a reminder to us that gathering is an essential part of the life of the church, especially when we meet together in ways that are encouraging to each other.
So let’s picture a barber pole outside our church building. We are part of a Confess Project in which we trust the Lord to forgive us, provoke one another to love and good deeds, and meet together in ways that are encouraging to one another. No bleeding from us will be required. 
—Henry Brinton and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Sources:
Galloway, Lewis. “Hebrews 4:14-5:10.” Interpretation, July 2003, 294-296.
“Health from a Trusted Source: Barbershops Bring Health Services to African American Men.” NIH, June 25, 2019, https://nimhd.nih.gov/news-events/features/community-health/barbershops.html.
Nix, Elizabeth. “Why are barber poles red, white and blue?” History, August 22, 2018, https://www.history.com/news/why-are-barber-poles-red-white-and-blue.
Peterson, Eugene H. The Message (Colorado Springs, Colo.: NavPress, 2003), 2195.
“The Confess Project.” Fast Company, March/April 2021, 62.

THE OTHER TEXTS 
November 14, 2021, Cycle B
1 Samuel 1:4-20 
What Does the Text Say?
Elkanah of Ephraim had two wives. Hannah was barren (considered a curse from God and culturally shameful; and the lack of a son could mean a widow's impoverishment). Hannah, the primary wife, was taunted by her fertile rival wife, Peninnah. Elkanah loved Hannah and may have been trying to speak caringly to her, but how wise were his words? Hannah turned away food, weeping bitterly. She prayed, vowing that if the Lord would let her bear a son, she would dedicate him for life to the Lord. Most praying was vocal, so Eli (Shiloh's head priest) thought Hannah was drunk, since she silently mouthed her words. Hannah protested, saying that she was simply praying out of desperation; Eli said “Okay,” and offered a blessing. Hannah gave up her fast, and her depression lifted. After Hannah returned home, she slept with her husband, “and the LORD remembered her” (see Genesis 30:22), and she bore a son, whom she named Samuel. (In 1 Samuel 2:21, we learn that God would bless “barren” Hannah with three more sons and two daughters.)
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Prayer: Is Your Motivation Ulterior, Alterior or Altruistic? First, definitions. If you have an ulterior motive, you have a motive that is hidden. There is no word “alterior” but if you read it or hear it used, the writer or speaker probably means to suggest that you or someone has an alternative or different motive than the ostensible one. Finally, the altruistic motive is the purest. One's motive is purely to seek the betterment of others. Second, this text is an opportunity to discuss motivation when we pray. Note that Hannah’s motives were not necessarily the purest. But then, is there a right or wrong reason to wish to have a child? In this case, Hannah may have been motivated by jealousy, frustration, fear (economic — being a widow without children), maternal instincts and so on. Does God care about our motives? Notice that Hannah also bargains with God to get what she wants. What matters is that God understood where she was coming from and answered her prayers as she wished and beyond what she had asked for.

1 Samuel 2:1-10 
What Does the Text Say?
Puzzling to some will be Hannah’s clearly derisive gloating about God’s victory over her and God’s enemies (vv. 1, 10). How “Christian” is it of her to say, “My mouth derides my enemies”? What has come to be called “imprecatory prayer” isn't rare in the Bible. An imprecation is a curse or malediction (the “opposite” of a benediction or blessing). Psalm 109 (attributed to David) is a good example of the imprecations that appear in Psalms 35, 55, 58, 59, 69, 83, 109, 137 and 140. Hannah’s gloating is understandable in the context of her own life, particularly after the constant vexation that Peninnah had directed her way (see 1:2-7). What begins as merriment over Yahweh’s victory for Hannah quickly becomes a celebration of Yahweh’s gracious acts of deliverance more broadly for Israelites. It is God who brings one from the dust/dunghill/trash heap to the throne, or vice versa. God’s power to do all this is evidenced by Hannah’s assertion that God is the Creator of the world (see v. 8). This is followed by a wisdom expression in verse 9, where God will protect his faithful but silence the wicked in darkness (NIV); even mighty humans (also v. 4) are powerless before God.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Imprecations, Curses and Hexes. This sermon is about imprecatory prayer. Read some of the imprecatory psalms mentioned above. Notice how David prays that God do a real beat down on his enemies. Consider how ungracious some of Hannah’s words seem to be when filtered through our contemporary notions of generosity and tolerance. Discuss in the sermon whether imprecatory prayer is appropriate today. Surprise the congregation by saying yes! Then develop some ideas as to the object of your imprecations, curses and hexes. Of course, you have to believe that evil and wickedness exist. Or, do you feel squeamish about asking God to confound and vanquish ISIS? Could you, like Bonhoeffer, have been involved in a plot to assassinate Hitler? Are there systemic economic problems that result in the suffering of human beings that need to be destroyed? Do global conglomerates exist whose policies threaten human life as well as the life of the planet? See where this is going? Close by offering an imprecatory prayer.

Mark 13:1-8 
What Does the Text Say?
This passage is really just the setup to what is sometimes called Jesus’ “Temple Discourse” or the “Olivet Discourse.” It’s interesting to consider the possibility that, at least in this opening section of the discussion, Jesus is more focused on his past and present than he is upon our future. A disciple comments on the grandeur of the temple, and Jesus responds by referring to its destruction. But is he forecasting the unthinkable, or remembering that Solomon’s glorious temple had been destroyed, and so this temple was susceptible to the same? Nothing of this age will last forever; every stone built upon another will eventually come down. And ever since, followers of Jesus have wondered, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign?” Jesus’ only prediction about the future is that people will keep claiming to have the answer — or even to be the answer (“I am he!”) — yet will only be fooling themselves and others. “Wars and rumors of wars,” natural calamities of “earthquakes in various places,” even famines — these were the stuff of life in the ancient world. This text tells us much more about why we long for a new age than about how we can determine the approaching close of this current age. Jesus could live with that (“only the Father,” not the Son, knows “that day or hour,” 13:32), and so can we.
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Need-to-Know Basis. When the disciples ask for a detailed schedule concerning the end times, Jesus deflects the question and essentially says, “Fellas, you’re on a need-to-know basis here.” The truth is, he says later (v. 32), that “no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the son, but only the Father.” So what is Jesus’ advice? First, “beware.” Talk about what to be aware of today, and how to be wary. Second, “be alert.” Discuss what Jesus meant by this. Why should we be alert? What is the benefit if we are … or the peril if we aren’t? You might close by exploring some things that we absolutely can know (that we have eternal life, John 20:31; that nothing can separate us from the love of God, Romans 8:35-39; etc.).

ANIMATING ILLUSTRATIONS

HAIR [Health Advocates In-Reach and Research] started by focusing on improving the barbers’ health and training them to talk to their customers about health. HAIR teamed up with local hospital systems, insurance providers, and specialty practices to provide health education training, health checkups, and more. By going through the experience themselves, the barbers became healthier and were better able to talk to their customers about things like health screening and insurance.
One of the first goals was to get more barbers screened for colon cancer. African-American men are more likely than others to die of colon cancer. They are also much less likely to get screened even though more than half of colon cancer deaths could be prevented by screening. “It really hit home for me and is a major reason I got involved,” says [barber Michael Brown], whose father died in 2001 of colon cancer that spread to his pancreas despite many surgeries. “Seeing people change and becoming more healthy myself has been real great for me,” he says.
—“Health from a Trusted Source: Barbershops Bring Health Services to African American Men,” NIH, June 25, 2019, https://nimhd.nih.gov/news-events/features/community-health/barbershops.html.

##

Our words to one another about one another not only describe reality. They also create reality.
“You idiot!” does not simply assess what is objectively true to the speaker. It also produces, in the one spoken to, death and darkness. Not only do our words reveal what is true of us, they also generate reality for another. Specifically, our words are either death-bringing or life-giving. Either depleting or nourishing, draining or filling. …
All day long, words are flowing out of us. Passing another and saying hello in the hallway at work, chatting over lunch, greeting our spouse at the end of the day, tucking a child in with a good night story, speaking with a salesperson at Best Buy, talking on the phone while driving. We also use words without employing the larynx: emails, tweets, Facebook comments, handwritten notes stuck on the fridge. Even in this article I am using words: Are they bringing life?
In the hurricane of words that make up any given day, how do we walk in wisdom such that our words inject sanity, calm, and life rather than destruction? 
—Dane Ortlund, “Encourage One Another,” Ligonier Ministries, November 21, 2016, https://www.ligonier.org/blog/encourage-one-another/.

##

Going to the Sacrament of Confession just got a whole lot easier. Avoid fumbling with paper examinations with The Confession App.
The Confession App walks you through the Sacrament of Confession from the examination to receiving your penance. Spend less time remembering what you examined. Spend more time getting healed by God.
With three diverse Examinations of Conscience options, mark your sins with the tap of the finger. Once completed, you can view a summary of the marked sins when confessing to your priest. …
With the confession tool, save any and all spiritual advice and penances from your priest!
Forgot a prayer for your penance? Blanking on the Act of Contrition? The Confession App provides all of the major prayers at your fingertips.
—Description of “The Confession App” from Apple’s App Store.
https://apps.apple.com/id/app/the-confession-app/id1028624794.
Retrieved June 9, 2021.

##

Do you suffer from moderate to severe sin?
This chronic condition occurs in 100% of the human race.
You may be plagued by symptoms such as
· doing things you swore you would not do,
· saying things you were determined not to say,
· leaving undone tasks you promised to do,
· holding your tongue when there was a good word to share.
Some patients have reported:
· hurting people they love with thoughtless words,
· applying negative labels to people they do not know,
· engaging in behaviors their mothers told them to avoid.
If you suffer from one or more of these complaints, help is closer than you think.
Consult Jesus of Nazareth, who is known to have said: “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”
His prescription includes recognition that God is forgiving, repentance, confession of sin, and a follow-up course of forgiveness.
Ask your local pastor if you can join in praying this prayer …
—Call to Confession by James Thyren, for use on Holy Humor Sunday.

##

Why is the confessional on Yom Kippur in the plural? There are many answers to this question, because on some level it seems inappropriate to take upon ourselves sins we have not committed. Why should we admit to things of which we are guiltless? 
Yet, we do not shrink from taking advantage of rewards for the efforts of others. The same person who sits in a building he did not build, cooled by air conditioning he neither created nor paid for, reading words he did not write, will protest indignantly at discomforts visited upon him by someone else’s mistake. We see our blessings as birthrights and our troubles as undeserved. 
Perhaps we confess in the plural to bring home to us that interconnectedness is true in all ways: in sin, in punishment, in virtue, in reward. We seek to be good not only for our own soul, but to help those around us. You may beat your own chest, but the vibrations echo through the breast of everyone whom you know, and many whom you will never meet. Swift and sure are the currents that tie us to one another. Let us rejoice together, confess together and reach toward God as Klal Yisrael — the entire community of Israel.
—Rabbi David Wolpe, “Yom Kippur’s Web,” The New York Jewish Week, October 1, 2014.
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/yom-kippurs-web/.
Retrieved June 9, 2021.

##

“We admitted to God, to ourselves and to another human being the exact nature of our wrongs” (Step Five of the Twelve Steps).
As any good therapist will tell you, you cannot heal what you do not acknowledge, and what you do not consciously acknowledge will remain in control of you from within, festering and destroying you and those around you.
Step Five fits the biblical notion of restorative justice — to restore relationships themselves, to restore integrity with myself, and to restore a sense of communion with God. Humanity needs such an honest exposure of the truth, and true accountability and responsibility for what has happened. Only then can human beings move ahead with dignity.
Only mutual apology, healing, and forgiveness offer a sustainable future for humanity. Otherwise, we are controlled by the past, individually and corporately. We all need to apologize, and we all need to forgive or this human project will surely self-destruct. No wonder that almost two-thirds of Jesus’ teaching is directly or indirectly about forgiveness. Otherwise, history winds down into the taking of sides, deep bitterness, and remembered hurts, plus the violence that inevitably follows. As others have said, “Forgiveness is to let go of our hope for a different or better past.” It is what it is, and such acceptance leads to great freedom, as long as there is also accountability and healing in the process.
—Richard Rohr, “Restorative Justice,” Center for Action and Contemplation website, June 12, 2018. Adapted from Breathing Under Water: Spirituality and the Twelve Steps, Franciscan Media, 2011), 37, 39, 47-49.
https://cac.org/restorative-justice-2018-06-12/.
Retrieved June 9, 2021.

##

See, in my day, a barber was more than just somebody who sit around in a FUBU shirt with his drawers hanging all out. In my day, a barber was a counselor. He was a fashion expert. A style coach … Just general all-around hustler. But the problem with y’all cats today, is that you got no skill. No sense of history. And then, with a straight face, got the nerve to want to be somebody. Want somebody to respect you. But it takes respect to get respect. Understand? See, I’m old. But, Lord willing, I’d be spared the sight of seeing everything that we worked for flushed down the drain by someone who don’t know no better or care.
—Eddie (played by Cedric the Entertainer) in the 2002 film, Barbershop.

##

COMMENTARY 
Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25
The letter to the Hebrews has been attributed to a number of authors. From the fourth century to the Reformation, the Western church held the opinion that it was the 14th epistle of Paul, the apostle. Martin Luther believed it was the work of Apollos, first a student and then an independent missionary of Paul. Clement of Alexandria believed Luke to be the author, impressed by the similarities between Luke-Acts and Hebrews. Adolf von Harnack proposed Priscilla (tutor to Apollos and resident of Rome) as the author.
Regardless of authorship, the focus of Hebrews is on Jesus the great high priest, his sharing of our human temptations and sufferings, and the eternal power of his death. Unlike the letters addressed “to the Corinthians,” Hebrews is not addressed to any specific geographical locale. The author does not use limiting words, such as “Jews” or “Christians,” but indicates that his readers are people of faith, whose original enthusiasm may be faint or sluggish. Readers are warned that they are in danger of losing all they had gained in confessing their faith, so they need to open their ears and hearts to the word by which they should be living.
The challenge of this passage is that it bridges the first and second parts of the epistle. Hebrews 1:1-10:18 is dogmatic, upholding a unique set of Christian beliefs. A practical section, 10:19-13:25, instructs believers on how and why they are to live in the world. An additional challenge of this particular portion of Hebrews lies in its translation. Generally speaking, when translating the Greek into English, one takes the Greek as it comes — that is, the sequence is carried over more or less into the translation. Portions of this text are a translation challenge, especially with regard to references to Old Testament passages, which are neither “direct” translations of the Hebrew, nor quotes from the Septuagint. Better to accept the work of the author as the inspiration of the Spirit, rather than become lost in the challenges of translation!
In the didactic portion of this reading, the reader is challenged to compare the daily sacrifice performed in the temple ritual to the priesthood of Christ. The writer is contrasting the work of a Jewish priest in verse 11 with the redemptive accomplishments of Christ in verse 12. Day after day, the rituals at the temple continue: One day a priest offers the sacrifices, and then the next day, presumably, another priest repeats the same ritual. The author of the letter points out that this work is essentially futile, since such work is never finished.
This insight is reinforced by the observation that every priest stands (v. 11). In the sanctuary, one can find the altar of incense, the table, the lap, the ark — but no chair. God was always served by standing priests, who stood at the earthly throne, or footstool, of God; they stood, not merely as a mark of respect, but as a sign that they had an unfinished task. On the other hand, the author tells us, Christ came and sat down. He had finished his work, which unlike the temple priests, was redemptive work. He removed sin and broke the power of sin. He was therefore entitled to take the seat of honor by God the Father. His work was finished (cf. John 19:28-30), and now he waits at the side of God.
The “waiting” here is not passive waiting, but eager expectation (v. 13). This reference to Psalm 110:1 appears frequently in Hebrews, and here the verse is transposed from the second person to the third person. Who, exactly, the “enemies” are is uncertain, but more important than conquering the enemies is the one offering Christ has perfected for those who are being made holy.
A debate occurs among scholars about sanctification as referenced in verse 14. Is this a process? Something that has been received but not yet achieved? The sacrifice of Christ brings about a holiness for the believer, whose sins are forgiven and conscience is cleansed. This is a perfection that we already have, but yet is not here — as we must still resist sin, endure hardship and submit to discipline (cf. 12:4, 7, 9).
In the “optional” section of this reading (verses 15-18), there is a reference to Jeremiah about the new and inward covenant that the Lord has promised. This covenant is not written in stone and stored in an ark, but inscribed on our minds and deposited in our hearts. The wording in these verses is not exactly like the Hebrew Scriptures or the Septuagint, but the meaning is the same: God has promised to establish a new covenant with the people. With the coming of Christ and by his sacrifice, the era of the new covenant has begun. All believers are redeemed by Christ and live a life of gratitude by keeping God’s commandments. Verse 17 also differs from the wording of the Hebrew Scriptures, and stresses the accomplishment of Christ’s atonement: God remembers our sins no more. This new covenant is a full and final forgiveness and the entire pardon of sins. It destroys every barrier for us and enables us to realize full communion with God. There is no need for further offerings of sacrifice; our sin has been unconditionally canceled (v. 18).
The real core of this reading is the concluding exhortation in 10:19-31. In the Greek, verses 19-25 are a compactly constructed sentence. For the first time since the third chapter, the author addresses the readers as “My friends” or “Brethren.” Having vibrantly described Christ’s entrance into the heavenly sanctuary, he now focuses on the consequence for the community: By sheer grace and through the “blood of Jesus” we may enter the sanctuary with “confidence” (cf. 9:24-26; 10:10-12). Jesus dedicated and opened the heavenly sanctuary for our use. He is not dead like the countless victims of animal sacrifice in Jerusalem — rather, his blood purified us to stand in the presence of the Most High God. His flesh, like a curtain veiling the inner sanctum of the temple, has been pulled aside, providing access to God’s presence for all eternity.
As the reading winds to its climactic close, practical consequences come forth from spiritual facts. Because we have true hearts, our faith is what gives us the assurance to approach God (chapter 11 will explore this in detail). We are encouraged to “hold fast” in our hope of sharing in Christ (cf. 3:14). When we clasp our confession “without wavering,” we know that God is faithful to us and unfailing. In verse 22, we hear what it means to have faith; in verse 23, we experience what it means to have hope; and in verse 24, we are encouraged to love.
In conclusion, the author cautions against “neglecting to meet together” (v. 25). Whether this came about from political danger, social liability or an overconfidence in one’s own sense of superiority is not detailed, but the author points the community towards the future and talks about the newness of life and the need to encourage one another in the faith.

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25
Find an old table or chair with a broken leg and place it in front of the children. Hold up a paintbrush and ask the children if the furniture would be better if you gave it a fresh coat of paint. Explain that the furniture would certainly look better with a fresh coat of paint, but it would still have a problem. It would be broken. Ask the children what you would have to do to repair the furniture, instead of simply making it look better. They will tell you that you would have to fix the broken leg. Explain that we human beings were broken for many years, because we made mistakes and committed sins. Tell them that a number of priests went to the temple in Jerusalem, “offering again and again the same sacrifices that can never take away sins” (Hebrews 10:11). This was like painting a piece of broken furniture. Ask them if they know what finally fixed us as broken human beings. Tell them that Jesus died on the cross, which was “a single sacrifice for sins” (v. 12), and when he died, he fixed us once and for all. Close by letting them know that we still get banged up and dirty, like a table or a chair, but because of the sacrifice of Jesus, we are repaired forever in the eyes of God.

WORSHIP RESOURCES
Calls to Worship — Pentecost 
Leader: There are different gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them.
People: There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who is served.
Leader: God works through different people in different ways, but it is the same God who achieves his purpose through them all.
People: Each one is given a gift by the Spirit to use for the common good.
Leader: Together we are the body of Christ and individually members of him.
People: Though we have different gifts, together we are a ministry of reconciliation led by the risen Christ. We work and pray to make his church useful in the world, and we call men and women to faith so that, in the end, every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
All: Just as the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life to set others free.

Prayers of Confession — Pentecost
Spirit of Truth, coming from the depths of God, you know all too well what lurks deep within us. We confess that we have not loved one another as the Lord has loved us. We are quick to find fault and spread gossip, sins that undermine the whole fellowship of believers. We have left the strangers and seekers among us feeling like outsiders. We have not done our best to carry the good news of Jesus Christ beyond these walls.
Forgive our casual disregard of the Lord’s command to go and make disciples. We have not used faithfully the powerful gifts of love and service you gave the church at Pentecost. Renew a right spirit within us, that we may carry Christ’s love and mercy from this place into our weekday community and to the world beyond. We pray in the name of Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one God now and forever. Amen.

Benedictions — General 
Go out into the world sure of hope and in confident belief in Christ the risen Lord.
Go forth with sweetness on your tongue and truth in your heart.
Go forth assured that God loves you and will use you to encourage the downhearted, convince the skeptical of God’s existence, and live with patience.
Amen.

MUSIC LINKS
Hymns
I Am Thine, O Lord
Just as I Am, Without One Plea
God, We Praise You

Worship and Praise 
Lord, I Need You (Maher)
Who You Say I Am (Hillsong)
God With Us (Woods/Butler)
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

LECTIONARY TEXTS
Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost, Cycle B
1 Samuel 1:4-20
1 Samuel 2:1-10
Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25
Mark 13:1-8
