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SUMMARY
The apostle Paul knows he is going to die. What does he have to say to his young colleague before the end arrives?

AT A GLANCE
People are often interested in the last words of the terminally ill. The assumption is that these final declarations will reveal something important about the meaning of life. The apostle Paul doesn’t disappoint. Staring death in the face, he has something to say.

ALTERNATE READINGS
For material based on today’s gospel text, see “Dutiful Faith,” October 6, 2013. 

Reading this text reminds us of famous parting scenes in literature or film, particularly vignettes in which a child is leaving home for university, war or adventures in another country. Graduation commencement addresses also come to mind, or even speeches and essays that precede an imminent and cruel death. 
Consider the familiar phrase, “neither a borrower nor a lender be.” It’s one tidbit of advice from Polonius to his son Laertes, who is leaving Denmark for college in France. Found in Act I, Scene 3 of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, it is a paraphrase of Proverbs 22:7: “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is a slave to the lender.” Polonius had much more to say, for example: 
This above all: to thine own self be true,
And it must follow, as the night the day, 
Thou canst not then be false to any man.	
[bookmark: _Hlk102031945]The “advice-before-death” farewell trope is also a common one, and we’ve seen examples of it in recent years — Randy Pausch (The Last Lecture), Steve Jobs (Commencement Address, 2005) or Morrie Schwartz (Tuesdays with Morrie, by Mitch Albom). Pausch and Jobs died of pancreatic cancer at 47 and 56 respectively, and Schwartz of ALS at age 72. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” speech seemed to adumbrate with Mosaic clarity an ominous future:
“Well, I don’t know what will happen now. We’ve got some difficult days ahead. But it really doesn’t matter with me now, because I’ve been to the mountaintop. And I don’t mind. Like anybody, I would like to live a long life; longevity has its place. But I’m not concerned about that now. I just want to do God’s will. And He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I’ve looked over. And I’ve seen the promised land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the promised land. So, I’m happy, tonight. I’m not worried about anything. I’m not fearing any man. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.”
The next day, he was dead.
Like MLK, the apostle Paul sees the specter of death hovering about him. But perhaps for the apostle for whom “death is gain” (Philippians 1:21), it was neither a specter nor angel of death, but a beam or angel of light that he sensed as he dictated his letter to Timothy, his son in the faith.
To properly understand the aging apostle’s parting words, we need to focus on the context for a moment. 

The Aging Apostle
He wasn’t that old, but the sum of his age plus the political situation in Rome was discouraging. He wasn’t stupid; he knew that he was wobbling on the doorstep of death, and that the portal would open soon. “The time of my departure has come,” he said (2 Timothy 4:6b). He sensed that time was slipping away: “I am already being poured out as a libation” (4:6a). 
The year is A.D. 67. He’s doing jail time in Rome for the second time under Nero, an emperor whose days are also drawing to a close. Nero would die about a year after Paul in A.D. 68 of assisted suicide. (Afraid to fall on his own sword, he asked a servant to do the deed.) 
Nero had been emperor since A.D. 54, and it had not been a smooth ride. The Great Fire occurred in A.D. 64, during which Nero was famously, if not erroneously, accused of “fiddling.” (Fiddles didn’t exist until the 11th century.) At least 70 percent of the city was consumed in the blaze, and the Christian community was an easy target of abuse by mobs seeking to blame outsiders or foreigners for the catastrophe. 
[bookmark: _Hlk102033061]Church tradition says that the apostle Peter was a victim of this outrage and was crucified head down. Later, Paul was beheaded, and within three to four years, the young church had lost its two foremost apostles, including its most eloquent and learned voice ― apologist and theologian, the apostle Paul.

An Apostle in Training
However, the church was not without leaders. Although Peter and Paul were gone, a second generation of pastors was ready to carry the torch. One of these was Timothy, arguably Paul’s favorite and most devoted disciple. It is Timothy to whom Paul addresses his parting words. Paul knew Timothy’s mother and grandmother. He mentored Timothy in the fundamentals of the faith. Timothy served with him in Ephesus for about three years and was no doubt with him on many of Paul’s travels, including Troas, Philippi and Corinth. 
He might have been introverted or uncomfortable with strangers, because in 1 Corinthians 16:10, Paul suggests that “when Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease among you, for he is doing the work of the Lord.” His health was frail, and had he lived in an age of pharmaceuticals, he might have popped a fistful of pills every day. He is the patron saint of those with stomach disorders, an appellation based solely on the medical advice Paul proffered in his first letter to Timothy: “No longer drink only water, but take a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments” (1 Timothy 5:23).
In any case, Paul thought highly of his young protégé saying that “I have no one like him,” and “Timothy’s worth you know, how like a son with a father he has served with me in the work of the gospel” (Philippians 2:19-23).
When Paul writes this final letter, Timothy had been pastor at Ephesus for perhaps as long as four years. And like Paul, Timothy would do jail time: “I want you to know that our brother Timothy has been set free” (Hebrews 13:23). Like Paul, he too endured suffering.

Parting Words
Paul’s last words to Timothy in these verses can be distilled into four reminders: 
1. recharge your batteries
2. don’t apologize
3. hone your teaching skills
4. protect what you have
Recharge your batteries. Paul uses the word “rekindle,” which means to re-light the fire, suggesting the flames may have died, or that the fire is running low.
We are in the third year of a pandemic. We understand how energy, passion and enthusiasm can run low. We have all had the experience of passing through days, weeks and months of ennui and lassitude. The spirit is flagging; the fuel is low. We’re going through the motions.
Paul suggests that Timothy find some tinder and light a match. The fire can be restarted by remembering that it first burst into flames “through the laying on of hands” (v. 6). In other words, the community of faith validated the gifts they saw in you, Timothy, and assured you in this rite of ordination, that God was with you.
If Timothy had a weakness, it might have been his insecurity, fear or timidity. “For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice,” Paul writes (v. 7). Paul had seen more danger in his lifetime than most of us will ever have to face. Timothy had been a part of some of these adventures.
Now, Paul tells Timothy that living for Jesus requires courage, not cowardice. In today’s parlance, Paul might have told Timothy to put on his big-boy pants, lace up his boots and saddle up. 
He might also ask Timothy if he has his keys, the keys to success: power, love and self-discipline. If you have these keys, there’s no limit to the possibilities!
Don’t apologize. This advice comes to us from two unimpeachable sources: Jethro Gibbs and Capt. Nathan Cutting Brittles, both fictional characters played by Mark Harmon and John Wayne, respectively. In the TV show NCIS, Gibbs’ Rule No. 6 is: “Never say you’re sorry. It’s a sign of weakness.” The rule is a direct reference to John Wayne’s catch phrase in She Wore a Yellow Ribbon: “Never apologize, mister, it’s a sign of weakness.”
We don’t need to apologize for our faith, or about the “testimony about our Lord” (v. 8). To keep this in perspective, note that millions of Americans believe lizard people secretly run the U.S., and that God has a vested interest in who wins the Super Bowl. One study found that a third of respondents couldn’t name a right protected by the First Amendment, and a similar amount couldn’t name a single branch of government.
So, no need to be ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ! Jesus was a witness more than 2,000 years ago to the love of God, and his life, death and resurrection was presaged through the testimony of prophets like Moses and Elijah long before Christ was born. So, there’s no reason to cough, choke, turn away or be embarrassed to identify oneself as a follower of Jesus.
[bookmark: _Hlk102034507]We might be ashamed — even mortified — of the behavior of some who call themselves Christians, but so was the apostle Paul, who despaired of those who loved the world more than they loved Jesus, like Demas (4:10). 
Timothy must do his best to present himself as one approved by God, to be “a worker who has no need to be ashamed” (2:15). We are not ashamed because we “know the one in whom I have put my trust,” and we know that he is able to protect us in uncertain times (v. 12). There is not much one can be certain of anymore, but we know Someone who is trustworthy, and Someone who will take care of our eternal investment. No need to apologize!
Hone your teaching skills. “Hold to the standard of sound teaching,” Paul writes (v. 13). The standard to which the apostle refers is his own teaching! “As you have heard from me” (v. 13). Four key words in this advice: hold, standard, sound, teaching. Some time could be spent elaborating on each one.
For example, sound teaching is so important that Paul suggests that it be firmly grasped. You might decide that you can loosen your grip on other things but hang on to sound teaching. 
And not just teaching, but the “standard” of sound teaching. Follow the core curriculum in a way that is understandable or makes sense. Know the people. Pre-assess, assess and reassess. Work on your lesson plans. Show how your teaching is relevant to their lives. Make sure that the people understand the learning goals; help them to take ownership of their own learning. Present your teaching objectives in the form of a learning target — which is done in first person. 
The teaching or lessons should be “sound,” that is, cogent, rational and intellectually within reach of the average Jill or Joe. Sound teaching for Paul probably didn’t include a prosperity gospel, a therapeutic gospel of self-help nor a “God is my buddy” gospel. Don’t be seduced by theological fads, he might say. Elsewhere, Paul complained about “itching ears” and urged Timothy not to waste his time tilting at windmills and preaching divisively about theological battles that are arcane and of interest only to those living in tweedy towers of molding books and dusty shelves.
He mentioned “sound teaching” in his first letter (1 Timothy 4:6) and urged the inexperienced pastor to “have nothing to do with profane myths and old wives’ tales” (4:7). To offer teaching that is sound will require persistence, he says later in his second letter. In his teaching, Timothy must “convince, rebuke, and encourage, [and] with the utmost patience” (2 Timothy 4:2). Paul saw that a “time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths” (4:3-4).
Clearly, Paul had his reasons for urging Timothy to sharpen his teaching skills.
Protect what you have. “Guard the good treasure God has given you” (2 Timothy 1:14). What you have is a treasure. Regard it as such. Paul said something similar in his first letter to his young disciple: “Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you” (1 Timothy 6:20). What he has is his faith and his pastoral calling, and this is who he is: a person with faith and a calling. Don’t lose it. It’s who you are. It defines you. Paul says, in effect, “Don’t do anything that might compromise it, or set you on a course that veers away from your current bearings. Be aware of your heading and flight plan. Follow your True North, which is Jesus Christ your Lord.” 
These are Paul’s parting words to the young man who was a trainee, intern and then a co-worker with the apostle. His advice to Timothy was that he should not forget to recharge his batteries. He shouldn’t apologize. He should hone his teaching skills and protect what he has.
His words are a challenge to Timothy to pick up the mantle, to be Elisha to Paul’s Elijah, to live a life of daring discipleship.

Keeping the Faith
Church tradition indicates that this is precisely what Timothy did. He was the bishop of Ephesus for many years. In A.D. 97, at the advanced age of 80, a formerly timid Timothy, often in poor health, tried to halt a pagan festival in honor of the Greek goddess Diana, which included a procession of idols, ceremonies and songs. In response to his preaching of the gospel, the angry crowds beat him, dragged him through the streets and stoned him to death. 
In his dying moments, perhaps he recalled the words of his father in the faith, who wrote, “Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:3). Like his mentor before him, he too had fought the good fight, finished the course and kept the faith (4:7).
May there be more of his kind.
Amen.
—Timothy Merrill and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Sources:
“Gibbs’ Rules.” Ncis.fandom.com. No author, no date. Retrieved March 18, 2022.
“Saint Timothy.” Catholic.org. Retrieved March 21, 2022.

THE OTHER TEXTS 
Lamentations 1:1-6 
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
How to Understand My Catastrophe — Part I. That there would be no more Jerusalem was an unthinkable possibility to a God-fearing Jew. Why, there’s always been a Jerusalem and always will be! Well, no, there won’t. Jerusalem is destroyed by godless people. This raises questions. Why do godless people prosper and the righteous suffer? How can such a thing be? Perhaps the righteous are not so righteous. The Jews could only believe that God must be punishing them for their sins. It did not occur to them that the Babylonians grabbed Jerusalem because they could, and that they alone were to blame for this disaster. We ask similar questions when a catastrophe befalls us. Often, we conclude that at least some degree of “fault” lies at our doorstep. The preacher can do two things here. First, probe the sorts of things we might be mourning today in a collective, perhaps even national, way. But acknowledge the possibility of personal crises as well. Second, point out the value of mourning and laments. One value is that it stimulates reflection. And that reflection might lead to … hope! The texture and structure of that hope might best be explained by turning to the psalm reading for today (see below).
What Does the Text Say?
The book of Lamentations opens with the Hebrew word ’ekah, “How!” (v. 1, twice), repeated throughout the book (2:1, 4:1) which unifies this collection of five acrostic laments over the city of Jerusalem, destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C. The verses that make up today’s reading are part of the first poem mourning the desolation of “daughter Zion” (v. 6). The city of Jerusalem, inhabited since approximately 3000 B.C., is described in feminine imagery throughout our passage. Zion is compared to a widow (v. 1), a princess (v. 1), a vassal (v. 1), a lover and friend (v. 2), the mother of children (v. 5) and, perhaps most famously, a daughter (v. 6). The picture here of Zion’s desolation depicts classic urban ruin: depopulation (v. 1), multiple prospering enemies (v. 5) and no leadership (v. 6) — all the result of Zion’s punishment by her God for “the multitude of her transgressions” (v. 5). Only by conceiving of the devastation as divine punishment for pervasive sin could the biblical writers make sense of the suffering of their beloved holy city.

Psalm 37:1-9 
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
How to Respond to My Catastrophe — Part II. The Lamentations text above is a good place to start with the idea of catastrophes. We lament and mourn. We have a good cry. And, according to verse 1 of the psalm, we probably also “fret.” We might even be “envious” of evildoers, those who have perpetrated the catastrophe through which we are now suffering. The psalmist, however, unlike the writer of the Lamentations text, offers some suggestions that help a person who is beset with “manifold trials” to cope and respond. You might say that the psalmist offers “Seven Habits of Those Who Triumph over Adversity.” These “habits” are: trusting (v. 3); doing good (v. 3); delighting (v. 4); committing (v. 5); being still (v. 7); waiting patiently (v. 7); and not fretting (v. 7). The message is that even when we face adversity, there is hope. And, above all, don’t waste energy worrying about what’s going to happen to the other guy.
What Does the Text Say?
This psalm is often called a “wisdom” psalm because of themes that link it to Proverbs. The gist of this psalm is found in the opening verse. The righteous need not fret when they see that the wicked prosper. The psalmist has no trouble identifying two classes of people: the righteous and the wicked. Both classes have their concomitant characteristics. The last thing one should do is worry about what is going to happen to the other guy. The psalmist instead explains that the righteous must continue to trust and “do good.” The wicked will get theirs. All of this is expressed as an alphabetic acrostic. Each successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet begins every other line of text. Thus, verse 1 (“do not fret”) begins with the Hebrew letter “aleph,” while verse 3 (“trust in the Lord”) begins with “beth,” and so on. Using this device, the psalmist is able to relentlessly pound his point home: We must trust in the Lord for our own well-being and understand that the Lord will deal ultimately with the unrighteous. We must certainly not become angry or envy them. Big mistake.

Luke 17:5-10 
What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Faith Is Doing What We’re Told or Just Do It. This discussion is about faith and obedience. It’s remarkable that the more we obey God, the greater our faith. Jesus understood the ridiculousness of the request of the disciples to “increase [their] faith.” As though he could zap them and imbue them with a stronger sense of faith! Moreover, Jesus seems to imply that they already have enough faith, as puny as it might be (the mustard seed). But faith is not just a feeling one tries to conjure up inside one’s soul. Faith is something that often grows or deepens as we do what faith requires. As a child learns to obey her parents, it’s amazing how that child’s faith in her parents grows. A person of faith, Jesus teaches, is like the servant who does his job. He understands the expectations; he meets them; and he is rewarded (he, too, will eat and drink, v. 10). As Will Willimon has said, you keep “doing faith until you have it.”
What Does the Text Say?
According to the preceding narrative, Jesus expected his disciples to rebuke offenders and then forgive them whenever they repented (vv. 1-4). Unconvinced that they had the resources to carry out such a command, “the apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’” (v. 5). In their estimation, if they were to honor Jesus’ directive, they believed that they required an extra measure of faith. In response to their request, Jesus said, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you” (v. 6). With this gripping hyperbole, Jesus assured his apostles that they already had sufficient faith, and that, to forgive others, they were unnecessarily looking outside of themselves. To illustrate his point, Jesus drew on the master-slave relationship and proposed a hypothetical scenario that the apostles would immediately recognize as utterly preposterous, for no master would ever invite his slave to join him at the table. Instead, the master would order his slave to serve him. In addition, the master would not thank his slave for doing what a slave was expected to do (vv. 7-9). In other words, just as the master had the authority to order his slave to serve, the apostles had the authority — and ability — to forgive. Finally, Jesus confirmed that his apostles had the necessary resources to forgive when he told them that they were to declare after forgiving others that they — like slaves — “have done only what we ought to have done!” (v. 10).

ANIMATING ILLUSTRATIONS
##

“Famous last words.” That expression brings to mind a sense of impending doom. Famous last words are what a person utters before making a very big mistake.
“Don’t worry — just because the gas gauge reads ‘E’ doesn’t mean it's completely empty.” Famous last words.
“C’mon — show me your test paper. The teacher’s not looking!” Famous last words.
“I suppose one itty-bitty little hot-fudge sundae won’t hurt my diet.” Famous last words.
There are other kinds of famous last words. Since the dawn of time, people have ascribed enormous importance to the last words uttered by a person before death.
Remember how, in Genesis, the twin brothers Jacob and Esau are rushing to the bedside of their father Isaac. Each wants to receive the birthright — the deathbed blessing of their father. Whoever receives the birthright gains the inheritance.
By rights, it belongs to Esau. He’s the oldest. But Jacob, that sly grifter, detours his brother with a bowl of porridge, then creeps into his father’s room, wearing his brother’s distinctive woolen coat. The old, blind Isaac touches that coat, then shares his last blessing — his last words — with Jacob. And Jacob gains the inheritance.

##

Last words carry an uncanny significance, even today. Whenever there’s a death, the family takes note of the person’s last words. It’s remarkable how much last words can reveal about a person.
Take John Adams, for example — second president of the United States. Before he breathed his last, Adams turned to those around him and lamented, “Thomas Jefferson still survives.” A strange remark for a person’s last breath — but then, Adams and Jefferson were bitter political rivals. Adams couldn’t stand the thought that his arch-rival would outlive him. Yet, unbeknownst to Adams, was one of the great ironies of history: Thomas Jefferson had already died earlier that very day, July 4th, 1826. (How remarkable that both these authors of the Declaration of Independence died on the Fourth of July!)
Then there’s Marie Antoinette, last queen of France. “Monsieur, I beg your pardon” were her last words. She spoke them on her way up the steps to the guillotine, as she accidentally stepped on the foot of her executioner. Courtly and polite to the last was Marie Antoinette.
Sometimes, last words are filled with regret, even penitence. Such was the case with Benedict Arnold, the brilliant Revolutionary War general, who betrayed his country to the British. “Let me die in my old uniform,” Arnold begged. “God forgive me for ever putting on any other.”
Sometimes, last words capture the personality of the one who’s dying, providing a sort of snapshot of the person. “So little done; so much to do.” Such were the last words of Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of the telephone. A workaholic to the last.
Equally revealing are the last words of Amelia Earhart. She wrote them in a letter to her husband, just before taking off on her last airplane flight over the Pacific: “Please know that I am quite aware of the hazards. I want to do it because I want to do it. Women must try to do things as men have tried. When they fail, their failure must be but a challenge to others.”
—Source for quotations: Edward Le Compte, Dictionary of Last Words (Philosophical Library, 1955).

##

Perhaps most interesting of all, last words sometimes tell of the experience of dying. There is, for some, the rare gift of being able to glimpse — however briefly — the world that shimmers beyond this one.
Thomas Edison was lying in a coma, unresponsive to those around him. But then for a brief moment, his eyes opened, and he returned to consciousness. “It is very beautiful over there,” was all he said. A scientist to the last — observing what he saw and returning to give one final lab report.
Such, too, was the experience of Francis of Assisi. Francis … practiced a rare and unusual love for all God’s creation. “Brother sun, sister moon; brother fox, sister deer” — he cherished all the creatures of God. His last words were right in character. “Welcome, sister death,” he exclaimed.
—Source for quotations: Edward LeCompte, Dictionary of Last Words (Philosophical Library, 1955).

##

I am going to be 68 in six days, if I live that long. I’m optimistic. Mostly. 
God, what a world. What a heartbreaking, terrifying freak show. It is completely ruining my birthday plans. I was going to celebrate how age and the grace of myopia have given me the perspective that almost everything sorts itself out in the end. That good will and decency and charity and love always eventually conspire to bring light into the darkest corners. That the crucifixion looked like a big win for the Romans. 
But turning 68 means you weren’t born yesterday. Turning 68 means you’ve seen what you’ve seen — Ukraine, Sandy Hook, the permafrost. … By 68, you have seen dear friends literally ravaged by cancer, lost children, unspeakable losses. The midterms are coming up. My mind is slipping. My dog died.
Really, to use the theological terms, it is just too frigging much.
And regrettably, by 68, one is both seriously uninterested in a vigorous debate on the existence of evil, or even worse, a pep talk.
So what does that leave? Glad you asked: the answer is simple. A few very best friends with whom you can share your truth. That’s the main thing. By 68, you know that the whole system of our lives works because we are not all nuts on the same day. …
So Sunday I will celebrate the absolutely astonishing miracle that I, specifically, was even born. As Frederick Buechner wrote, “The grace of God means something like, ‘Here is your life. You might never have been, but you are because the party wouldn’t have been complete without you.’” I will celebrate that I have shelter and friends and warm socks and feet to put them in, and that God … found a way to turn the madness and shame of my addiction into grace, I’ll shake my head with wonder, which I do more and more as I age, at all the beauty that is left and still works after so much has been taken away. So celebrate with me. Step outside and let your mouth drop open. Feed the poor with me, locally or, if you want to buy me something, make a donation to UNICEF. My party will not be the same without you.
—Anne Lamott on Facebook, April 5, 2022

##

These kinds of amalgamated experiences are exacerbated by, but hardly unique to, the pandemic. Life is full of them. You’re excited about a job offer and also wish you didn’t have to move across the country to accept it; you loathe your ex-wife and also adore the children you wouldn’t have without her; you’re seeing your baby on an ultrasound for the first time while your mother is in the hospital, dying; you love your parents and also disagree with them about virtually everything.
All these are examples of what I think of as the fundamental and-ness of life, the way it requires us to experience so many contradictory or unrelated things all at once. There’s no getting away from this and-ness, because it is built into the basic facts of our existence. The world we inhabit is full of splendor and misery, our fellow humans are brilliant and inspiring and selfish and vicious, and we ourselves are hopelessly motley, full of mixed motives and mixed feelings. …
There’s no pure form of any significant event in our lives, no single emotion that solely and accurately represents love, or grief, or pandemic. Even at the extremity of experience, life is always busy being many things at once — exhausting and restorative, tedious and exciting, solemn and comic, devastating and fulfilling.
The trick lies not in sorting out the “real” or “relevant” feelings from the alleged distractions and obfuscations, but in accepting that this constant flux of feeling is not only inevitable, but essential: It is what prevents our happiness from becoming complacent, our anguish from entirely undoing us. The world we live in is infinitely variegated, infinitely complex. To feel that same way, then, is not to be compromised; it is to be complete.
—Kathryn Schulz, “How to Make Sense of Our Covid Losses, Big and Small,” The New York Times, January 25, 2022.
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/25/opinion/pandemic-grief-loss.html.
Retrieved April 16, 2022.

##

Every day above earth is a good day.
—Ernest Hemingway, The Old Man and the Sea. (Of course, the fact that Hemingway ended his own life suggests that he did not fully comprehend the truth of his own words.)

##

Back on Earth, William Shatner grew emotional describing his experience launching into space.
“I’m so filled with emotion about what just happened. It’s extraordinary, extraordinary. I hope I can maintain what I feel now. I don’t want to lose it. It’s so much larger than me and life.”
Speaking to Jeff Bezos after the Blue Origin flight, the 90-year-old actor told him: “What you have given me is the most profound experience I can imagine.”
He continued: “It hasn’t got anything to do with the little green men and the blue orb. It has to do with the enormity and the quickness and the suddenness of life and death.”
—“William Shatner goes to space on Blue Origin mission” CNN.com, October 13. 2021.
https://www.cnn.com/business/live-news/william-shatner-blue-origin-space-flight/h_0db2fcc71f7c06a5b558d88e71cdb7d3.
Retrieved April 16, 2022.

##

COMMENTARY 
2 Timothy 1:1-14
The greeting of this second letter to Paul’s beloved associate Timothy displays an interminable hope for the future based on a rich early Christian theological reflection on the past.
It must be stated that there’s much debate as to whether Paul is truly the author of this letter. The correspondences and differences from the other Pauline letters mentioned below are meant to act as points to consider in this debate. 
The letter begins with the typical Pauline epistolary greeting, wherein the author designates himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ. This designation appears in nine of the 13 Pauline letters (Romans 1:1; 1 Corinthians 1:1; 2 Corinthians 1:1; Galatians 1:1; Ephesians 1:1; Colossians 1:1; 1 Timothy 1:1; Titus 1:1; apostoloV doesn’t appear at the beginning of Philippians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians or Philemon). Paul boldly claims that he has been appointed to this position through the will of God himself (so also in 1 Corinthians 1:1; 2 Corinthians 1:1; Ephesians 1:1; Colossians 1:1).
Where this greeting distinguishes itself is in the affirmation that Paul’s apostleship takes place according to the promise of life found in Christ Jesus. This foreshadows the statement that through the appearance of Jesus Christ, God has annulled death and brought to light the availability of life (1:10). Moreover, this confidence takes on a certain richness when viewed in light of the fact that this letter is written by one who is imprisoned in horrible conditions (2:9), facing death (4:6). No matter where this apostleship takes him, the author is confident that if he dies with Christ, he will certainly live with him (2:11).
This is the second letter of the Pauline corpus addressed to Timothy. Timothy is listed as a fellow author, along with Paul, in six of Paul’s letters (2 Corinthians 1:1; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1; Philemon 1). Paul mentions Timothy as his fellow worker (Romans 16:21; 2 Corinthians 1:19; 1 Thessalonians 3:2) and sends him out as his emissary to check on congregations and report on their well-being (1 Corinthians 4:17; 16:10; Philippians 2:19; 1 Thessalonians 3:2, 6). In the letters addressed to Timothy, Paul considers him his child in the faith (1 Timothy 1:2, 18; 2 Timothy 1:2; see also 1 Corinthians 4:17). In addition to the customary grace and peace from God, Paul also wishes Timothy God’s mercy (as he did in the first letter, 1 Timothy 1:2).
Paul’s expression of thanks to God highlights the exemplary nature of his own service. Paul worships God with a pure conscience and does so in the same way his ancestors did (apo progonwn). This aligns Paul’s faithful ancestry with that of Timothy (v. 5). Yet this claim of lifelong service in compliance with that of his family is odd for one who also claims that he now views his previous life of righteousness as a liability in light of his conversion to Christ (Philippians 3:7).
The cause for Paul’s thanksgiving to God is that he has been able to keep Timothy in his prayers constantly (as he does for the Philippians; see Philippians 1:4). His unceasing prayers are evidence of his desire to see Timothy. Paul remembers his tears, possibly arising from their separation (Acts 20:37-38; Jouette M. Bassler, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus [“Abingdon New Testament Commentaries,” Nashville, Tenn.: Abingdon Press, 1996], 128). On the other hand, Paul also remembers Timothy’s sincere faith that has been passed down through several generations of his maternal ancestors. (This statement finds affirmation in Acts 16:1.) In its Greco-Roman setting, this statement highlights the antiquity and, therefore, the commendableness of their beliefs. Because seeing Timothy would fulfill Paul’s joy, there is an implication that Paul trusts that Timothy’s faith would have worked to overcome whatever was causing Timothy’s tears.
Because Paul is confident that this excellent faith has been passed down to Timothy, he’s writing to remind Timothy to keep his zeal for God aflame (to rekindle it, anazwpurein). Here, Paul describes the faith that dwells in him as his charisma from God. Paul uses this term to speak of the gracious gift of God in general (Romans 1:11; 5:15, 16; 6:23; 11:29) and the specific gifts imparted to different individuals (Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 1:7; 7:7; 12:4, 9, 28, 30, 31). Here, Paul says he passed this gift on to Timothy through the laying on of hands. In the New Testament, the impartation of this gift through the laying on of hands occurs only in the Timothian correspondence (also in 1 Timothy 4:14), although mention of the practice occurs also in Acts (8:18) and Hebrews (6:2).
Included in this spiritual gift were power, love and self-control. It didn’t involve the impartation of a spirit of fear. Therefore, armed with this spirit, Timothy shouldn’t be ashamed of what happened to Jesus (his martyrdom) or of what’s happening to Paul (his imprisonment). Instead, because Timothy has the spirit of God’s power, he should embrace his portion of suffering that comes along with the good news of God. In this letter’s view, all who follow God in Christ will be persecuted (3:12), and Timothy is no exception.
The reference to the power of God leads the author to embark on what many interpreters view as an ancient Christian hymn. God is described as the One who saved Paul and Timothy and called them with a holy calling. This call was issued not due to any work Paul or Timothy performed (this language is very similar to that in Ephesians 2:9). Instead, it came about through God’s own plan (proqesiV is used in the Pauline letters in the context of God’s election of humanity: Romans 8:28; 9:11; Ephesians 1:11). As a part of God’s plan, this calling was given to them in Christ Jesus before the time of the ages, or, in other words, before time began (see also Titus 1:2). Yet only in the present has this calling been revealed when Jesus appeared to become the Savior who made God’s salvation (v. 9) possible. He did so by defeating death and bringing to light life and incorruptibility. This revelation is possible through the gospel, which Paul later defines with the triple assertion that Jesus is the Messiah, was raised from the dead and is a descendant of David (2:8).
The author returns to his own qualifications when he states that it was for this gospel that he was appointed as a preacher, apostle and teacher. (All three roles are attributed to Paul only in 1 Timothy 2:7.) Along with his vocations has come suffering. Yet this doesn’t cause Paul to be ashamed. Instead, he knows that the God whom he has trusted is able to keep that which has been entrusted to him, namely, the gospel — including the promise of his salvation — until that day. This is a reference to the final day of judgment (1:18; 4:8).
Therefore, Paul urges Timothy to do his part to hold onto what has been deposited in him. First, he should pattern himself from Paul’s words spoken in faith and in love. Second, he should hold onto the deposit in him through the presence of the Holy Spirit. Paul is confident that because God has shown himself faithful in the past — even before the beginning of time — he will do so at the end of time as well. He hopes this assurance will act as an encouragement for Timothy to hold onto his faith in this faithful God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON 2 Timothy 1:1-14
Open a jewelry box and show the children what’s inside. Describe some of its treasures and explain where they came from, especially if they’ve been handed down to you over the generations. Ask the children to tell you what they would do to “[g]uard the good treasure” kept in the jewelry box (v. 14). Then explain that we have received some treasures that aren’t made of silver and gold but are even more precious. Have the children guess what they might be, and hint that a Christian named Timothy received some of them from his mother and his grandmother (v. 5). Tell them that we, like Timothy, have received from our relatives a “sincere faith” in Jesus (v. 5), “a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline” (v. 7), the grace of God (v. 9), “sound teaching” (v. 13), “the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus” (v. 13). Pick one of these treasures and describe how important it is to you, in the living of your life. Ask if this gift can be kept in a jewelry box, and, if not, how it can be protected. Encourage the children to guard this good treasure by coming to worship, participating in Sunday school and making time to pray and read the Bible at home.

WORSHIP RESOURCES
Calls to Worship — General 
Leader: All you looking for comfort,
People: Find here the arms of a loving God.
Leader: All you looking for direction,
People: Find here the hand of God to guide you.
Leader: All you hoping to end loneliness,
People: Find here the embrace of God and new friends.
Leader: All you searching for meaning,
People: Find here the Lord of the Life and the Revealer of Truth.
Leader: All you seeking happiness,
People: Find here the deep joy of the risen Christ and the lasting peace of forgiveness.

Prayers — General 
Lord, we pray for your presence with us in all the changing seasons of life. In the joy of the birth of a child, we give you praise. In the sadness of death, look with grace and mercy on those who are in distress. To those who mourn, give hope, patience and courage. Give them, too, we pray, the ability to entrust themselves to others and to you.
We ask that you would enable counselors, pastors, friends and others who could help to use their training, skill and love in the service of your comforting love. Let those who grieve be open to the healing presence of your great Spirit and the caring love of friends, family and church.
Reveal the closeness of your love and your presence to those who ache from the pains of death. Empower through your grace, strength and wisdom, all family members and friends who care about those who mourn deeply.
May we truly know that even beyond the valley of death is the mountaintop adventure of eternal life. Lord, also help us to know that the journey of life eternal is a grand adventure, far surpassing any earthly experience and far beyond our most hope-filled imaginations. All this we offer in the name of Jesus Christ, who came to us that we might have life, and have it in abundance and joy. Amen.

Benedictions — General 
May God, the Great Shepherd, guide you along the right path, keep you from harm, and lead you in the renewing waters of life.

MUSIC LINKS
Hymns
I Know Whom I Have Believed
He Leadeth Me
The Church of Christ in Every Age
Worship and Praise* 
Build My Life (Barrett)
The Potter’s Hand (Hillsong)
Redeemer (Mullen)
*For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

LECTIONARY TEXTS
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost, Cycle C
Lamentations 1:1-6
Psalm 37:1-9
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10
