September 29, 2019
1 Timothy 6:6-19
The Price of a Clean Life
A clean life is a godly life.
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AT A GLANCE: 
Prices for cleaning supplies are going up, making it a challenge to keep your home clean at a reasonable cost. Then again, keeping one’s spiritual life clean has always been costly! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s gospel text, see “No Big Regrets,” September 29, 2013. 

“Mr. Clean,” the bald, muscular, earring-bedazzled and immaculately dressed icon of all things shiny and scrubbed turns 61 this year. Since 1958, America has become accustomed to seeing him show up in commercials helping someone make things spic-and-span with his patented formula. And in these 60-some years, he hasn’t aged much. He wears a white shirt, has white eyebrows, his arms are folded. He looks like a very clean bouncer at a nightclub — not a male version of a charwoman. 
On the face of it, this is odd — a bald guy telling a woman how to clean house. Reimagining this with today’s sensibilities in mind, it might make more sense for Ms. Clean to show up in the kitchen and share some tips with the woman of the house. Or, have Mr. Clean appear out of nowhere to rescue Mr. Husband from some incomprehensible mess on the kitchen floor.
Anyway — Mr. Clean’s solvent was originally created as an alternative to the caustic fluids that had previously been used for cleaning ships. Perhaps that’s why Mr. Clean looks like a guy who’s just stepped off of a squeaky-clean Navy ship in port from some exotic locale. 
Then again, he might just be a pirate.
That description may be more accurate than we thought, given the fact that the price for products like Mr. Clean and other household cleaning supplies is inching upward. If you’ve been at the store to pick up paper towels, bleach, diapers, laundry detergent or even toothpaste, you may have felt like you’re getting cleaned out yourself. 
Prices are increasing from 2 to 20 percent on a number of cleaning staples. Big manufacturers like Procter & Gamble (Mr. Clean’s parent company), Colgate-Palmolive and Clorox claim that the increases are necessary to offset higher commodity costs and to boost their profits. Mr. Clean doesn’t say a whole lot in the commercial but, if he did, we’d half expect him to say, “Arrrr!” 
Keeping things clean has always been costly, not only in terms of the various goos, potions and wipes we use but also in terms of elbow grease. Dirt and grime have a tendency to accumulate quickly, and it takes a diligent, determined and daily effort to scrub, scour, sweep, mop, dust and wipe down all things domestic. 

The need for spiritual cleaning
The same is true for our spiritual lives. Left unattended, our lives tend to accumulate a lot of harmful gunk that can really gum up the works and make it difficult for us to live freely and cleanly as God intended. If cleanliness is next to godliness, as our grandmothers often said, then the reverse would also seem to be true: a godly life is a clean life. 
The cost for this kind of life is going up, too, as a sinful world seems to be intentionally spreading dirt into every area of human life via the media, rancorous debate and bad behavior. It’s a world that can leave us all feeling just a little bit dirtier every day. 
The same was true in the first century, however, and the apostle Paul acknowledges the need for some serious house cleaning, particularly in the church of which his young protégé Timothy was the pastor. The church had been dirtied up by some contentious people who had been stoked by false teachers who did not “agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that is in accordance with godliness” (v. 3). The same false teachers believed that godliness was a means of financial gain, increasing their own profits (v. 5). 
Essentially, these interlopers had pirated the church, no doubt trying to look squeaky clean in the process. Paul thus gives Timothy a lesson in spiritual housecleaning that doesn’t require an overstocked janitorial closet. It’s a lesson in simplicity, contentment and using the right solution. 
Simplicity. One of the responses people have to the rising cost of household cleaning supplies is to seek simpler and more natural solutions. Vinegar, for example, is really cheap and can be diluted in water to become a miracle cleaning solution for windows and countertops. Baking soda has a wide variety of cleaning applications (as well as being useful for baking on occasion). A cloth rag is reusable and washable and can take the place of a bunch of disposable paper towels. It’s about looking around at what one already has at hand rather than expending the resources to accumulate more. 
Contentment. Paul’s advice to Timothy is to do the same thing — focus on the resources at hand. “Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment,” says Paul (v. 6). In contrast to those who are addicted to their desires and the accumulation of money and stuff, which clutters not only one’s house but one’s spiritual life, Paul reminds Timothy that the real necessities of life are those that are the most basic and simple. Since we entered the world naked and leave it the same way (v. 7), everything we deal with in between must be put into perspective. 
We are stewards, not owners; thus we must be careful not to put too much value on things that seem to be necessary but really aren’t. Food and clothing are the essentials, says Paul (v. 8), and if we have those, it is enough. We can be happy and content. 
People who live simply live cleanly, and those who live cleanly live with contentment. They are not dependent on anything other than God to supply their needs. 
The false teachers, on the other hand, are slaves to their cravings and thus continue to accumulate the world’s dirt in every corner of their lives. 
The right solution. Many people think that money is the answer to everything. More money solves problems.
Actually, more money often adds to our problems. 
But let’s be clear here: Paul isn’t running down wealth as a terrible thing. It’s actually a great thing when it used wisely and with the mindset of a godly steward. 
Pursuing wealth over godliness, on the other hand, can lead people into all sorts of temptation and trap them in “many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction” (v. 9). It’s not money itself but the love of money that digs up all kinds of evil dirt that gets spread around in someone’s life. It can lead people away from the faith — something which clearly happened to some in Timothy’s community, leaving them “pierced with many pains” (v. 10). 
The truly godly person, by contrast, understands that money is not the right solution for getting things clean. Godliness is not about money or marketing. The right solution is a mix of things like “righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness” (v. 11). Paul’s list sounds a lot like the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23, but a more immediate parallel is found in 2 Timothy 2:22. 
“Gentleness” was a moral ideal in the Roman world and was said to be an especially important virtue for leaders. It involved calmness and moderation as opposed to the power and dissension sown by Timothy’s opponents. Paul knew the difficulty of being a Christian in a hostile world, so he further encourages Timothy to “fight the good fight of faith,” appropriating the language of an Olympic contest to represent the moral struggle of leading well and staying clean in a world that is dirty and fights dirty. The prize for winning such a fight and coming out clean is the eternal life to which Timothy was called and for which he “made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses” (v. 12). 

Jesus, the Mr. Clean
A clean life is modeled on Jesus, says Paul, “who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession” (v. 13). Those who confess Christ and model their lives after him can stand before anyone in the world, even the powerful and the accusers who would seek to judge them and remain clean “without spot or blame” until Christ returns (v. 14). The “King of kings and Lord of lords” will return at the right time and he is the one for whom we live, no matter how much dirt the world tries to pile on us or how much pressure the Pontius Pilates of this world bring to bear (v. 15). God is the real ruler of the world, the one who alone has “immortality” and is worthy of our worship (v. 16). 
Paul goes on to say that if anyone does happen to be wealthy, it’s important for them to use their wealth in ways that are both godly and clean. They are to “set their hopes” on God, who provides all things (v. 17), to be rich in doing good and in generosity (v. 18), and to store up “the treasure of a good foundation for the future” (v. 19). That’s the way to take hold of the “life that really is life” — a life in which godliness and cleanliness really are bound up in one another. 
Paul’s admonition to Timothy encourages us to think about doing some of our own fall cleaning for our spiritual lives. What do we spend our time and money accumulating? Is it worth it? Does it actually get us closer to godliness? It’s an invitation to do some inventory — are we content with what we have, and do we share our resources with others in need? Are we being overwhelmed with the world’s dirt and clutter, or are we focused on fighting the good fight of faith? 
Mr. Clean would like us to pay a little more for his products these days. He might be a pirate, but then again we might not need all those supplies anyway. A truly clean life involves simplicity, contentment and the right solution.  
No earring required. 
Charles Fredrickson, Mel Hazlewood, Holly Hoppe, Bob Kaylor, Melanie Silva, James C. Taylor and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Possible Preaching Themes:
· The dangers of wealth
· Pursuing contentment
· The nature of godliness

Participation Pointers:
· Using the cleaning myth quiz below (Illustrations), engage the congregation by testing their knowledge. 
· Display cleaning products on a table near where you are speaking, and quickly have people shout out the prices of the products. 
—Rev. Holly Hoppe, Grace Presbyterian Church, Round Rock, Texas. 
· Invite some men and women from the congregation to join you. Interview them about their views of the best cleaning products. Include different categories, like getting oil off the cement floor in the garage, getting wine stains out of a tablecloth and so on. Solicit cleaning tips. You might also give a taste of the sermon to come by asking if they have suggestions for getting rid of the dust and grime of life that accumulate throughout a day or week. These people could be given advance notice.

Sources:
Scipioni, Jade. “Household staples are going to cost you more. Here’s by how much.” Fox Business website,  February 11, 2019. Foxbusiness.com. Retrieved April 5, 2019. 

Witherington, Ben III. Letters and Homilies for Hellenized Christians (Vol. 1): A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary on Titus, 1-2 Timothy and 1-3 John. Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2006. 285-97.

THE OTHER TEXTS
SEPTEMBER 29, 2019, Cycle C	

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
What Does the Text Say?
In this passage, Jeremiah is exercising his right under covenant law to take possession of a plot of ground that belongs to his family’s nahalah, or inherited land. In the looming shadow of the inevitable capture of the capital city, Jeremiah’s family members appear to be abandoning their property and other holdings. When Jeremiah’s first cousin Hanamel offers him the right of redemption of his land, Jeremiah accepts. What a farcical scene it must have seemed to onlookers. A prisoner in a city that is about to fall to the enemy goes through the elaborate legal rituals only to spend what little money he has to buy a piece of property that would surely be confiscated by the enemy as soon as the city fell. In addition to drawing up the contract, securing the witnesses and carefully weighing out the payment, however, Jeremiah does one other seemingly futile thing. He asks his assistant Baruch to place both copies of the deed, and his own open copy in a jar for long-term safekeeping. Sealing both the copies inside a jar, which itself could have had a cord and clay seal securing the lid, would have ensured that the fragile medium on which they were written would not decompose and record of the sale be lost. This elaborately staged purchase of Hanamel’s field, however, was obviously not merely a financial transaction. By carefully preserving the deeds in such a way, Jeremiah is testifying that he would certainly one day want that record of sale even if that day were 100 years off. After all, God had long ago decreed that Jeremiah and his family, having repented from their infamous corruption, would be allowed to live once again on the land originally promised to them.

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text?
Taking the Long View. This text brings to mind the seminal work by Peter Schwartz, The Art of the Long View: Planning for the Future in an Uncertain World. Schwartz, an American futurist, innovator and co-founder of the Global Business Network, suggests that one way to make better decisions for the future is through the technique of scenario building. According to one review, “he presents a step-by-step process of developing scenarios, which includes isolating the decision to be made and identifying the key factors and driving forces in the environment that affect the decision.” A sermon based on this text might develop several scenarios: One, the scenario that God is faithful and will remain so. Scenario Two, that we will, with God’s help, endure through suffering and bad times. Three, that creating a legacy for our children and grandchildren to cherish is a good thing. Four, that nothing will separate us from the love of God. 
*Homiletics has treated this text three times. Select Jeremiah in the Scripture Index drop down menu and click GO. 

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
What Does the Text Say?
The writer of Psalm 91 marvelously heaps up several descriptive names and other appellations for God. “The Most High” (vv. 1 and 9) is ‘elyon in Hebrew; it appears 53 times in the OT, 22 times in Psalms. “The Almighty” (v. 1) is shaddai in Hebrew; while it appears 48 times in the OT, it appears but twice in Psalms. “The LORD” is the most common English way of designating the sacred name of the God of Israel (YHWH/Yahweh); this name appears in verses 2 and 9. See also “my name” in verse 14. “God” (v. 2) is the word ‘elohim in Hebrew. The psalmist promises safety to those who take refuge in God; e.g., see verses 9-10. For a viewpoint similar to that of Psalm 91, see Psalm 37:25 ff., where the psalmist has never known the righteous to be forsaken and expresses confidence that the Lord will keep safe those who are faithful. Verses 11-12 give rise to the belief many have in “guardian angels.” Biblically speaking, God’s angels can be dangerous, not just helpful; yet here they do look after the one who trusts in God (they will “guard [watch over and take care of] you in all your ways”). Verses 9 and 14-16 apparently assert some conditionality with respect to the providence of God. Those who have made the Lord their refuge/dwelling place are the ones whom the Lord will deliver and protect (for a parallel, see Romans 8:28). Central to the message of both testaments is that our security is in God’s presence and providence. 

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
Over-Promising and Under-Delivering. In the business world, it is axiomatic that you want to under-promise and over-deliver, and not the other way around. Look at this psalm seriously. This reading reeks of over-promising. Look at these promises. God will deliver us from pestilence (v. 3). We will not fear (v. 5). God will deliver those who love God (v. 14). God will protect “those who know my name” (v. 14). When we call out to God, God “will answer” us (v. 15). God will be with us in trouble, God will rescue us, God will honor us and God will give us a long life (vv. 15-16). How amazing and wonderful — if only it were true! Experience teaches us that not all those who have loved God have been delivered. Not all those who have been faithful have been given a long life. And moreover, are we allowed to conclude that those of God’s children whose lives have been cut short were not faithful to God? No, of course not. So how, then, do we read this psalm with its amazing, over-promising claims? Two things: First, this psalm properly characterizes God’s nature and will. Two, the exception clauses. God, in divine wisdom, is free to tailor and alter his plans for us according to his wisdom. What remains, however, is that whatever befalls us is for our long-term good, even if that means a premature departure from this life to the one for which we were created — in the presence of the Lord.
*Homiletics has treated this text once. Select Psalm in the Scripture Index drop down menu and click GO.

Luke 16:19-31
What Does the Text Say?
The story of Lazarus and the rich man is found only in the gospel of Luke. Its themes of justice for the poor and judgment for the rich connect with other aspects of Luke's special material for the gospel tradition. Mary’s song at the beginning of the gospel (1:46-55) presents the theological and eschatological vision upon which the Lazarus story is based. Mary sings that God has “scattered the proud in the imaginations of their hearts, put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted those of low degree.” In addition, Luke’s particular presentation of the Beatitudes of Jesus dwells upon the material nature of poverty and oppression — for example, “Blessed are you who are hungry, for you will be filled” (6:21). These claims of blessing are later matched by claims of woe, for example: “Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry” (6:24-25). In many ways, the story of Lazarus in Luke 16 provides a brief, narrative summary of these important Lukan theological and eschatological themes. The story begins with a description of a rich man, drawn in terms of both his clothing and his consumption of food. This image is paralleled with a description of Lazarus, in terms of both his location at the rich man’s gate, with the dogs, and his pressing hunger, wishing to eat merely the crumbs from the rich man’s table. In this terse contrast of the rich man and Lazarus, Luke portrays Jesus as masterfully demonstrating the chasm of difference between their socioeconomic conditions. 

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
Reversal of Fortune. In most of the world, this parable is great news! This story offers hope to millions around the world living in poverty and despair. But for many of us in North America, we might hope the preacher chooses a different text today. The parable quite plainly reaffirms that, although in this world the rich are powerful and honored, in the next life, those who were poor in this life will be honored. For Jesus, the poor and oppressed were the ones who attracted his attention. So, who gets our attention? 
*Homiletics has treated this text five times. Select Luke in the Scripture Search drop down menu and click GO.

Animating Illustrations
She has revolutionized underwear drawers around the world, likes to thank belongings for their service before binning them and crusades to end the “cruelty” of balling up socks.
Now Marie Kondo, Japan’s superstar tidying guru, feels she has a mission that goes beyond undergarments: “My goal is to organize the world,” she says. “This is my task in this world, I believe.” ...
The premise of Kondo’s cleaning techniques — which she dubs the KonMari method — is simple: in a nutshell, focus on things that “spark joy” in the home and throw away pretty much everything else, in order to live a happier, more fulfilling life.
Seemingly tapping into a global ennui with over-consuming disposable products, the method has prompted a global army of devotees to transform their homes into minimal, Japanese-inspired havens and fill numerous charity shops with unwanted clutter (after thanking them for their service). ...
“To minimize one’s belongings and use selected items with joy and respect sounds like Zen philosophy,” Kondo told the Telegraph. “Also treating things as if they are living beings, this must be very unique to people from other cultures.”
She added: “I loved visiting Shinto shrines when I was a little girl and I served as a Shinto maiden while I was at university. I didn’t practice Shintoism deeply but it has an influence on my tidying method.
“In Shintoism and in shrines, tidying and cleaning are regarded as mental cultivation and spiritual training. I suggest people develop their home as if it is their own shrine, which is a power spot to its residents.”
—Danielle Demetriou, “Japan’s decluttering guru says she is on a mission to ‘organise the world,’” The Telegraph, January 16, 2016. Telegraph.co.uk. Retrieved March 27, 2019.
##
DOCTOR: What’s she doing now? Look how she rubs her hands.
GENTLEWOMAN: She often does that. She looks like she’s washing her hands. I’ve seen her do that before for as long as fifteen minutes.
LADY MACBETH: There’s still a spot here.
DOCTOR: Listen! She’s talking. I’ll write down what she says, so I’ll remember it better.
LADY MACBETH: (rubbing her hands) Come out, damned spot! Out, I command you! …who would have thought the old man would have had so much blood in him?
DOCTOR: Did you hear that? 
LADY MACBETH: … What, will my hands never be clean? 
—William Shakespeare, Macbeth, Act V, Scene 1 (Modern Version). Thanks to Rev. Mel Hazlewood, Valley Spring UMC, Valley Spring, Texas, for sharing this.
##
Anne Tyler’s novel Saint Maybe tells the story of 19-year-old Ian Bedloe, whose life drastically changes after the deaths of his brother and sister-in-law. Ian is plagued with deep remorse, certain that his words have led to both deaths. 
As he grapples with his feelings, he stumbles into a seedy-looking storefront church called “The Church of the Second Chance.”
Ian soon shares his guilt with the church’s pastor.
He asks, “Don't you think I'm forgiven?” 
“Goodness, no,” Reverend Emmett says briskly.
When Ian protests that “God forgives everything,” the Reverend Emmett says, “He does. But you can’t just say ‘I’m sorry, God …’ You have to offer reparation — concrete, practical reparation, according to the rules of our church.”
Ian slowly cleanses himself by changing his lifestyle. As he does so, he transforms from a self-absorbed teenager into someone who lives a life of sacrificial love.
—Thanks to Rev. Mel Hazlewood, Valley Spring UMC, Valley Spring, Texas, for sharing this.
##
The word “hygiene” comes from an ancient Greek term for “health,” and belief in a correlation between physical soundness and clean bodies and environments took root in the American mind in the early 1900s. Developing knowledge of the connection between bacteria and infection fueled interest in killing germs on hands, on clothing and on household surfaces. Consumer interest in seemingly endless varieties of specialized cleaning products remains strong, although concern about environmental impacts has also become a market-shaping force. Many of the new cleaning products developed in conjunction with a new piece of cleaning technology; thus, for example, the washing machine encouraged the development of specialized soaps and detergents, and the household clothes dryer invited dryer products such as softeners and antistatic sheets. ...
The real technical breakthrough in laundry products came with the chemical synthesis of detergents. In a detergent, the surfactant is an organic compound molecule with differing properties at its “ends.” One end of the detergent’s surfactant molecule is called “hydrophobic” (“water-hating”). The other end is “hydrophilic” (“water-loving”) and is attracted to the wash water. Thus, the surfactant grabs up soil particles and drags them out into solution with the water. This dirt-nabbing drama is played out at the molecular level in washing machines worldwide.
— David John Cole, Eve Browning and Fred E.H. Schroeder, Encyclopedia of Modern Everyday Inventions (Greenwood Publishing Group, 2003), 63-64.
##
From a list of “cleaning myths”:
Bleach is the best cleaner for your bathroom. “Bleach does not clean anything,” says Leslie Reichert, cleaning coach and author of “The Joy of Green Cleaning.” 
“It does disinfect, but before you can disinfect a surface, you have to clean it with something that will lift off the dirt,” she advises. (Imagine trying to clean muddy feet with hand sanitizer, and you get the idea.)
Too much vacuuming ruins your carpets. This myth was likely started by someone looking for a way to get out of cleaning carpets. But the truth is, “dust and dirt that gets down into the base of a carpet can do more damage than a vacuum,” Reichert says. ...
Hand-washing dishes is more effective than a dishwasher. Sorry to burst your soap bubble, but no matter how much time you spend scrubbing dishes, you’re still no match for a dishwasher. Its water temperature is much hotter, the dishes are exposed to soap longer, “and if you use a ‘drying cycle,’ you’re also sanitizing your dishes,” Reichert points out. ...
Washing clothes in cold water doesn’t get them clean. Busted! Why is this myth, well, a myth? For starters, the detergent, not the water, has the biggest effect on how clean your laundry comes out, [home cleaning expert Debra] Johnson says.
And, in fact, cold water is typically better for washing clothes than hot.
“Cold water preserves clothes both in quality and color better than hot water, which can also cause certain types of stains to set in the fabric,” she says. And to top it off, using cold water saves you energy, so it’s a win all around!
—Stephanie Booth, “9 cleaning myths that could be wrecking your house,” Realtor.com, September 19, 2017.
realtor.com. Retrieved March 27, 2019.
##
1 Timothy presents a rather obvious fact about human life, but one most of us are not eager to think about: “For we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it” (6:7).
“You can’t take it with you,” in other words — or, as someone else has more colorfully put it, “You never see a hearse pulling a U-Haul.” Or, in another variation, “They don’t make shrouds with pockets.” Common-sense advice, but easily ignored in the frantic race to accumulate a towering, tottering stockpile of possessions.
“But those who want to be rich,” the letter continues, “fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires” (6:9). The word “desire” is the Greek epithumia, a word that figures prominently in the ancient Stoic philosophy. If only we could learn to master our desires, the Stoics taught — if only we could look straight at an object of desire without feeling that insistent pull of temptation — then we will be truly free!
But we live in a culture that glorifies and indulges desire. Far from fleeing desire, we wallow in it. Everywhere we go, we’re bombarded with endless advertising messages which fan the flames of desire.
“Look, honey. There’s a kitchen appliance we never even imagined was possible until now, but look at all the things it does! It slices, it dices, it tenderizes. It cuts things in the shape of flowers, then hermetically seals them inside plastic bags. Best of all, it’s only $19.95. But, wait! If we call in the next few minutes, they’ll throw in a second one, absolutely free (except for a small processing fee). Yesterday, I never knew such a thing existed, but today I can’t live without two of them!”
When we indulge in such spur-of-the-moment desires, we fool ourselves into thinking we’re being free and spontaneous. Yet, 1 Timothy is right in teaching that such desires “trap” and imprison us. A life of true spiritual freedom is a life set free from desire. It is to be content with what we have, not to be ceaselessly striving for more.
##
“At first I could see nothing ... but presently, as my eyes grew accustomed to the light, details of the room within emerged slowly from the mist: strange animals, statues and gold — everywhere, the glint of gold.”
With those words, British archaeologist Howard Carter described his discovery of King Tut’s tomb. The year was 1922, and the press quickly labeled Carter’s discovery the greatest archaeological find of all time.
What was it Carter found? A small, underground tomb, untouched since the 14th century B.C. Two or three cramped, low-ceilinged rooms, chock-full of treasures. Everything in the tomb seemed to be gold: solid gold, gold-embossed, gold-sheathed or gold-inlaid.
The young pharaoh’s gold coffin alone weighed 243 pounds. Not far away were the richly decorated canopic jars, containing his mummified organs. Piled haphazardly in an outer room was a vast collection of household items — tables, chairs, head-rests, vases, walking-sticks, even a full-sized chariot (each item a work of art). That tomb contained everything a well-equipped young pharaoh might need in the afterlife.
As famous as King Tut’s treasure is today, the fact remains that, were it not for a certain historical accident — the fact that his tomb somehow escaped grave-robbers for 33 centuries — no one but the most dedicated Egyptologist would remember him today.
In the great drama of history, King Tut only had a walk-on part. He was one of the extras. Tutankhamen assumed the Egyptian throne at age 9, but was dead by 18. Compared to the greatest of the pharaohs — mighty kings who ruled for 40 or 50 years, whose bodies were ceremoniously laid to rest beneath the great pyramids — King Tut’s treasure had to be a modest collection.
Yet, to most minds, King Tut remains the most famous of the pharaohs. It’s all because of that gold of his.
“Now, that’s living!” some may say, flipping through the pages of National Geographic.
Well, no it isn’t. It isn’t “living” at all! King Tut’s glittering hoard was sealed up underground for 3,300 years, and its owner along with it. That unlucky boy-king hardly lived at all. He died rich, but he died a teenager.
They say, “You can’t take it with you.” King Tut tried and failed. God knows, plenty of others, over the centuries, have tried and failed, too.
##
Cleanliness is next to godliness.
Being clean is a sign of spiritual purity or goodness, as in “Don’t forget to wash your ears — cleanliness is next to godliness.” This phrase was first recorded in a sermon by John Wesley in 1778, but the idea is ancient, found in Babylonian and Hebrew religious tracts. It is still invoked, often as an admonition to wash or clean up.
—Christine Ammer, The American Heritage Dictionary of Idioms, Second Edition (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2013), 83.
##
Mrs. Joe was a very clean housekeeper, but had an exquisite art of making her cleanliness more uncomfortable and unacceptable than the dirt itself. Cleanliness is next to Godliness, and some people do the same by religion.
—Charles Dickens, Great Expectations, chapter 4.
##
The irony, which I was often exhausted enough to derive a certain malicious satisfaction from, is that “the system” is not very sanitary. 
When I saw the training videos on “Kitchens” and “Bathrooms,” I was at first baffled, and it took me several minutes to realize why: There is no water, or almost no water, involved. 
I had been taught to clean by my mother, a compulsive housekeeper who employed water so hot you needed rubber gloves to get into it and in such Niagaralike quantities that most microbes were probably crushed by the force of it before the soap suds had a chance to rupture their cell walls. 
But germs are never mentioned in the videos provided by The Maids. Our antagonists existed entirely in the visible world of soap scum, dust, counter crud, dog hair, stains and smears — and were attacked by damp rag or, in hardcore cases, by a scouring pad. We scrubbed only to remove impurities that might be detectable to a customer by hand or by eye; otherwise our only job was to wipe. Nothing was ever said, in the videos or in person, about the possibility of transporting bacteria, by rag or by hand, from bathroom to kitchen or even from one house to the next. Instead, it is the “cosmetic touches” that the videos emphasize and to which my trainer continually directed my eye. 
Fluff out all throw pillows and arrange them symmetrically. Brighten up stainless steel sinks with baby oil. Leave all spice jars, shampoos, etc. with their labels facing outward. Comb out the fringes of Persian carpets with a pick. Use the vacuum to create a special, fernlike pattern in the carpets. The loose ends of toilet paper and paper towel rolls have to be given a special fold. Finally, the house is sprayed with the service’s signature air freshener — a cloying floral scent in our case, “baby fresh” in the case of the Mini Maids.
When I described the “methods” employed to housecleaning expert Cheryl Mendelson, she was incredulous. A rag moistened with disinfectant will not get a countertop clean, she told me, because most disinfectants are inactivated by contact with organic matter — i.e., dirt — so their effectiveness declines with each swipe of the rag. What you need is a detergent and hot water, followed by a rinse. As for floors, she judged the amount of water we used — one half of a small bucket — to be grossly inadequate, and, in fact, the water I wiped around on floors was often an unsavory gray.
—Barbara Ehrenreich, describing her research as an employee of a housecleaning service, “Maid to Order: The politics of other women’s work,” Harper’s Magazine, April 1, 2000. barbaraehrenreich.com. March 28, 2019.

Commentary
1 Timothy 6:6-19
1 Timothy 6:6-19 contrasts God’s true servants with shameless ministers who imagine that “godliness is a means of gain” (v. 5b). These greedy pretenders of the gospel are arrogant, lack understanding and relish the opportunity to engage in fruitless debates. Despite well-conceived schemes to impress others with their purported knowledge of the faith, they nonetheless display a multitude of unsavory attributes such as “envy, dissension, slander, base suspicions and wrangling” (vv. 3-5a). Why? It is because they seek above everything else to increase their own financial status. In short, the adage — “by their fruits you will know them” — proves to be true yet again.
After describing these ungodly teachers, Paul uses this character foil in order to present an alternative model for how honorable teachers and ministers of the faith ought to live. Through a series of contrasts in verses 6-19, he instructs Timothy and other believers in the art of righteous living. To use Paul’s earlier words, he offers “teaching that is in accordance with godliness” (v. 3b).
The first attribute that characterizes genuine believers is that they are content with daily provisions. False teachers appropriately think that “godliness is a means of gain” (v. 5b), for it is, but they are wrongheaded about the type of gain that godliness brings. True believers know that godliness brings gain — even “great gain” — but only when “combined with contentment” (v. 6). In contrast to the false teachers who are never content — as evidenced by their multiple maladies (conceit, envy, slander, etc.) — faithful people understand a fundamental reality: Humans “brought nothing into the world” and will “take nothing out of it” (v. 7). Consequently, it is senseless to invest one’s time and energy with no restraint in order to pursue that which cannot last. Furthermore, “if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these” (v. 8).
The preceding words are disturbing because it is not uncommon for a disconnect to exist between theory and practice. Although the Greco-Roman world was not as capitalistic and consumer-oriented as our own, it is still difficult to imagine that ancient believers found it easy to accept these instructions. The false teachers obviously wanted more than just food and clothing; otherwise, they would not have been envious and mistakenly thought that godliness was a way to secure additional income. In addition, are believers ever really content with only food and clothing? What about shelter? Is the desire for a home of one’s own somehow improper and incongruent with the Christian faith?
Assuming that it was and remains a monumental challenge for believers — both ancient and contemporary — to put these exhortations into practice, the next words serve to highlight the contrast between the false teachers and true believers even further. False teachers who think that godliness is a means for material gain and “those who want to be rich” incur greater consequences than just envy, conceit and the like. Indeed, they “fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction” (v. 9). The verb and object progression of verse 9 serves to emphasize the full extent of a future disaster that awaits anyone who loves money, the love of which is “a root of all kinds of evil” (v. 10a). In their desire to be rich, they “have wandered away from the faith,” and also pierce “themselves with many pains” (v. 10b). Though ominous, these moral warnings resonate with similar ones from other ancient philosophers (cf. I. Howard Marshall, The Pastoral Epistles [ICC; Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1999], 652, note 55).
The second attribute that characterizes a disciple is that he “shun[s] all this” (v. 11a). Rather than seeking wealth and suffering the consequences that such a desire entails, a faithful minister like Timothy and other godly people are to “pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance [and] gentleness” (v. 11b). Instead of drifting away from the faith, they are to “fight the good fight of the faith” (v. 12a). This fight — in which Timothy is engaged — is not a contest for money, but a struggle for “eternal life,” which he is to “take hold of.” Rather than being consumed by the pursuit of wealth, faithful teachers are concerned about those matters that transcend this world (i.e., “righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance [and] gentleness”). Every godly person is “called” into this battle. Moreover, “the good confession [made] in the presence of many witnesses” — and also “in the presence of God” — acknowledges that one intentionally participates in this valiant fight. Indeed, it places the godly person alongside Jesus, who made the same confession before Pilate. It also bonds the person with Jesus, since they share in a common fight (cf. vv. 12b-13). Instead of succumbing to temptation, being trapped by desires, and falling into calamity — on account of greed —godly servants like Timothy are “to keep the commandment (i.e., the pursuit of righteousness) without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 14).
After rendering such a stark contrast between false teachers and godly teachers, Paul offers a magisterial doxology (vv. 15-16). With these words, he hopes to solidify Timothy’s resolve to “fight the good fight” so that he might always “take hold of eternal life” and not drift away from the faith like those who think that “godliness is a means of gain.”
But what about those “who in the present age are rich” (v. 17a)? Apparently, these believers are not eager to be rich, but are rich already. What are Paul’s expectations for them? Does their present wealth excuse them from this fight? Not at all. Like Timothy or any other believer, they have battles to engage. Like those “who want to be rich,” they, too, risk being seduced by similar desires and suffering disastrous consequences. Therefore, they are “not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God” (v. 17b). In addition, “They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous and ready to share” (v. 18). In this way, they — like other true disciples — “take hold of the life that really is life” and thus eternal (v. 19).
In sum, faithful ministers and believers are engaged in a dramatic contest. Those who genuinely participate in this struggle for eternal life are marked by two distinct qualities. The first characteristic they display is an attitude of contentment. The second characteristic entails two opposing, but related, behaviors. They are to shun anything that whets their appetite for money and pursue everything that promotes “righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance [and] gentleness.”
*Go to Scripture Index for additional commentaries on this text.

Conversation with the Children:	1 Timothy 6:6-19
Choose one type of cleanser used in the home and bring as many brands and strengths of this type of cleaning solution to your conversation as feasible. (For example, choose kitchen counter cleaners, window cleaners or bathroom cleansers.) Place your box of cleansers in front of you and lift out each one, asking or telling the children the name of the cleaner and what is special about it. Heavy-duty, fragrance, special additive are possibilities here. After you have shown about five of them, ask the children, “What do you think the rest of these cleansers in this box do?” You will get a variety of answers here, but amazingly, all of the items in your box profess to do the same thing: clean various surfaces in your kitchen! Think how many cleaning solutions there are! If you have ever gone grocery shopping with your mom or dad, you know there is at least one long aisle full of cleaning agents on both sides! Being clean and living in a clean home are important. And it is also important to live a clean life and have clean thoughts. What are some ways in which all of us can live a clean lives? Possible answers here might be to play our sports games and board games fairly (cleanly); to be kind to one another; to think before speaking when we are angry; to not cheat on a test at school and to treat others as we would like to be treated. Excuse the children by giving each child a small package of tissues or some decorated napkins as a reminder to live cleanly in all we do. 

Worship Resources
Invocations — General
O God, we trust in your power, even as it is often found in weakness; in your wisdom, even as it is expressed in seeming foolishness; in your wholeness, even as it comes to us amid brokenness. We do not ask this day for dazzling displays of strength, electric exercises of intellectual prowess, or marvelous manifestations of miracles. We come simply to worship you. Touch us this day, O Lord, sinners that we are, that we might become your saints, your body, your children, your church. For this temple of your Spirit is built not upon our own abilities, knowledge or restorative skill, but upon you, in Jesus Christ. Amen.
—Linda Smallwood, My Redeemer Lives website, myredeemerlives.com.

Litanies — General
Leader: Ruler of heaven and earth:
People: We exalt you!
Leader: We come into your presence with singing and thanksgiving,
People: Because you are Good!
Leader: You have reached out to us with open arms.
People: Your love endures forever! 

Leader: Heaven and earth are yours, created by you.
People: We belong to you!
Leader: Your beauty and power astound us.
People: We want to see your glory! 
Leader: For you are above all things and before all things,
People: In you all things hold together! 

Leader: Everything in the world that distracts and tempts us
People: Is nothing compared to you!
Leader: Everything that would keep us from your love,
People: You have overcome! 
Leader: Everything we need
People: You have provided!
Leader: For you are gracious and compassionate,
People: Slow to anger and rich in love. 
Leader: We want to be in your presence always, every minute, every day.
People: We worship you and you only.
ALL: Amen
—Fran Pratt, posted on Fran Pratt website, franpratt.com.

Prayers — Offertory
Wonder-working God, use all of who we are, and all of what we have, to uproot what is unjust, and plant what is loving. Through our gifts, speak your gospel to people we may never meet. May all come to hear your call to prophetic living. Amen.

Benedictions — General
May the love of God surround you as you go out from this place and return to your daily life; 
May Jesus Christ always stand before you with an invitation to know him and to follow him; 
May the Spirit give you wisdom and grace for the journey, and kindle your imagination; 
And may the love of this community be like a warm cloak to shield you from despair and keep you strong in hope. Amen. 
© Ann Siddall, Stillpoint Spirituality Centre and Faith Community, posted on Pilgrim Uniting Church website, pilgrim.org.au. 

Hymns
Take Time to Be Holy
Search Me, O God
Whiter than Snow

Worship and Praise 
Holy, Holy
Be Still
Jesus, You Are Worthy
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Cycle C
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15*
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16*
1 Timothy 6:6-19*
Luke 16:19-31*
*Go to Scripture Index for additional treatments of these texts.


