October 13, 2019
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Missionaries of Charity
Charitable gifts are often monetary donations, given to help people. But at its root, charity is Christian love and affection. 
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AT A GLANCE: 
October 17, just a few days away, marks the 40th anniversary of the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize which was awarded to Mother Teresa. The prize recognized her work among the poorest of the poor. This is an opportune way to dive into the epistle reading for this Sunday which challenges those who follow Christ to be “good workers.” What we learn is that good workers have one common quality that sets them apart.

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s gospel text, see “Convert Vision,” October 14, 2007. 

The Nobel Peace Prize.
Since 1901, it has been awarded 99 times. Over the years, 130 laureates have received it: 89 men, 17 women and 24 organizations. 
Last October, the prize went to Denis Mukwege and Nadia Murad for their efforts to end the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war. 
In 2017, the Nobel was given to the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons.
Ten years ago, Barack Obama received the prize for his efforts to strengthen international diplomacy.
Forty years ago? Well, that was 1979!
Do you even remember 1979? The year of the Sony Walkman, the Burton snowboard, the McDonald’s Happy Meal and leg warmers.
1979 was 40 years ago, the number of years that the Israelites wandered in the wilderness. Forty years is the amount of time it takes for a new generation to arise. Over the course of four decades, people can move from one era to another.
Forty years ago, on October 17, 1979, Mother Teresa of Calcutta was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. She heard a call from God to help the poor, and she founded a group called the Missionaries of Charity. In India, Mother Teresa and her helpers built homes for orphans, nursing homes for lepers and hospices for the terminally ill. According to the Nobel website, she was a “saint in the gutter.”
In her Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech, she said, “I am sure this award is going to bring an understanding love between the rich and the poor. [That] is why Jesus came to earth, to proclaim the good news to the poor. And through this award and through all of us gathered here together, we are wanting to proclaim the good news to the poor that God loves them, that we love them, that they are somebody to us, that they too have been created by the same loving hand of God, to love and to be loved. Our poor people are great people, are very lovable people, they don’t need our pity and sympathy, they need our understanding love.”
One particular word pops up again and again in these lines from Mother Teresa’s speech: love. Mother Teresa believed that the award was going to bring “an understanding love between the rich and the poor.” She stressed that God loved the poor and that she loved them. The poor “have been created by the same loving hand of God, to love and to be loved.” She saw the poor as very lovable people who need nothing more than “understanding love.”
The group that Mother Teresa founded in 1950 is called the Missionaries of Charity, an organization that now has more than 5,000 members. They are focused on charity, but unfortunately that term is often misunderstood. So often we think of charity as the act of giving help to people in need, typically in the form of money. But the word “charity” comes from the Latin caritas, which means “affection.” Charity is fundamentally Christian love and affection, not a monetary gift.
We should all be missionaries of charity.
Forty years have passed since Mother Teresa gave her speech. She died in 1997 and was declared a saint in 2016. A new generation of Christians has arisen, and we have moved from one era to another. So how are we doing on the goal of creating “an understanding love between the rich and the poor”? How are we doing with Christian love and affection?

Remember Jesus
In his second letter to Timothy, the apostle Paul challenges his younger colleague by saying, “Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David — that is my gospel” (v. 8). When we “remember Jesus Christ,” we remember his words about love — words which are not so much a fuzzy feeling as they are a call to action: “Love your enemies,” commands Jesus, “and pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5:44).
When asked which commandment is the greatest, Jesus says, “ʻYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (Matthew 22:37-39).
Jesus also gives the order, “Love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High” (Luke 6:35).
“If you love me,” says Jesus, “you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15). “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13).
So, what does it mean to remember Jesus? Love your enemies. Love the Lord your God. Love your neighbor as yourself. Love Jesus. Love one another. Show so much love that you lay down your life for your friends.
In other words, be a missionary of charity. A missionary of Christian love and affection.

Call to action
Jesus gives us a call to action in his words about love. He issues all of his followers a daunting challenge, which is why the apostle Paul admits that he has suffered hardship as a Christian. But the saying is sure, he insists: “If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we will also reign with him” (vv. 11-12).
Jesus wants us to show our love to the fullest, and to show it to the very end of our lives. Through our acts of sacrificial love, he wants us to die and live with him, as well as to endure and reign with him. The challenge is to love God, love neighbor and even lay down our lives for our friends.
The world needs this kind of Christian love now more than ever. In the United States, the rich are getting richer and the poor are getting poorer, and there is not much “understanding love” between the two. In 2015, according to the Economic Policy Institute, the top 1 percent of families took home an average of 26 times as much income as the bottom 99 percent. Income inequality has risen in nearly every state, and it has a lot of negative effects, including increases in crime, increases in illnesses and decreases in high school graduations.
Mother Teresa won the Nobel Peace Prize for reaching out to the poor with Christian love. She didn’t judge them, but instead offered them affection and assistance. Her loving actions were the way she remembered Jesus Christ, “raised from the dead,” even though these actions caused her hardship (vv. 8-9). We can do the very same, as we seek to create “an understanding love between the rich and the poor.”
In the novel City of Peace, a stranger appears at the door of Riverside Methodist Church on a Sunday morning. He says, “I’ve been out of work for a month, and money is real tight. I could really use some food.”
“We’ve got a food pantry,” says Harley Camden, the pastor, “and you are welcome to a bag of groceries.” Short and thin with a stubble of beard, the middle-aged stranger looks to be a smoker and a heavy drinker. Harley has a lot to do before the Sunday service, and he feels annoyed that the stranger has ambushed him. But Harley has been in the business long enough to know that ministry happens in and through interruptions, so he decides to try to be patient.
“I was delivering pizzas, but I wrecked my car,” says the man as he starts to examine the shelves of canned food and dry goods. “They couldn’t keep me on without a car. I’ve been looking ever since, but it seems like nobody’s hiring.”
Harley stands nearby as the stranger slowly fills his bag, examining each food label. “Sorry to hear it,” the pastor replies, wishing that the guy would make his selections a little faster.
“You know, I’m a pretty spiritual guy,” says the man when he finishes filling his bag. “I can feel things. People say I have a sixth sense. I knew the exact moment my brother died, even though he was far away. I feel the Spirit is here, right here in this church.”
“Really?” replies Harley, surprised. “Thank you.”
“No, thank you,” says the man. “I appreciate the groceries.” And then he slips out the back door and heads down the street, leaving Harley to marvel at the people he has met who have keen spiritual sensitivity, folks with built-in radios that can pick up stations no one else can hear. 
In City of Peace, Harley Camden discovers the truth of what Mother Teresa knew in 1979: “Poor people are great people, are very lovable people, they don’t need our pity and sympathy, they need our understanding love.” All of us, rich or poor, are created by the same loving hand of God, made to love and to be loved.
So let’s begin a new era in the life of the church, one in which we do our best to present ourselves to God as “a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth” (v. 15). We can be Christians who actively love God, love neighbor, and lay down our lives for our friends.
Missionaries of charity.
Henry G. Brinton, Jimmy G. Cobb, Harold Onwiler, Jerry Tanner and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

 
Possible Preaching Themes:
· Suffering hardship for the gospel
· The unchained word of God
· Why Christians shouldn’t wrangle over words
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THE OTHER TEXTS
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Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
What Does the Text Say?
Jeremiah urges the Hebrew exiles, against the prevailing opinion of his prophetic contemporaries, to settle in for a long captivity and not to make plans for resistance or an early deliverance. For his pains, Jeremiah was despised by his contemporaries and vindicated by history. Two prophets, Ahab son of Kolaiah and Zedekiah son of Maaseiah (v. 21), had fueled false hopes among the exiles from Judah of an early end to their sixth-century captivity in Babylon, and it is in response to these prophets of false hope that Jeremiah urged the captives to build houses and live in them, plant gardens and eat their produce (v. 5), marry and have children and grandchildren (v. 6) and even pray for the welfare of the city of captivity, for “in its welfare you will find your welfare” (v. 7). The destruction of Jerusalem and subsequent captivity of its inhabitants was understood by all the biblical theologians as divine punishment, reflected here in God’s words, “the city where I have sent you into exile” (v. 7). There is no sense in biblical thought of the fortunes of the chosen people being a matter of happenstance; divine providence was sovereign in the thought of the writers of the OT.	The prophet’s advice is not a counsel of despair; it’s practical theology grounded in an accurate assessment of the historical moment. The Babylonian captivity of the Jewish people would last almost 50 years, more than two generations — from 586 to 539 B.C. — and would lay the foundations for the Jewish diaspora that would, among other contributions to human civilization, facilitate the spread of Christianity centuries later.

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
Prepare for the Long Haul. This sermon could be the precise word of the Lord that many who are suffering from long-term illnesses need to hear. Medical and physical issues are conditions that seem to parallel on a certain level what the captives experienced when carted off to Babylon. Many people today suffer from a chronic illness. Perhaps some in your congregation have been battling cancer on and off for a number of years. Possibly, you know of someone who has just been diagnosed. Your pastoral care will be important. And at the appropriate time, you may need to give them Jeremiah’s advice. There is no quick and easy fix. Prepare for the long haul. To live with a serious medical issue is our “Babylonian Captivity.” Yes, we should request that our situation be placed on the “prayer list” from time to time. But, beware of those false teachers who would tell you, like the false prophets aligned against Jeremiah, that your situation is temporary and deliverance is on the way. More likely, our diseases are not the hand of God striking us in a fit of wrath and pique, but rather more likely are linked to our DNA, lifestyle or environmental causes. The word of the Lord to us, perhaps, is similar to the word that Jeremiah gave “to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. … Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce” (vv. 1, 5). You might be called faithless to suggest such a thing. Some might prefer that you tell the people what they want to hear. But, more likely, you will, like Jeremiah, be vindicated. So, we have a situation on our hands. Consider settling in, adjusting, building houses and eating the fruit of your gardens. Prepare for the long haul.
*Homiletics has treated this text twice. Select Jeremiah in the Scripture Index drop down menu and click GO.

Psalm 66:1-12
What Does the Text Say?
Psalm 66 instructs us (as do Psalms 95:1-2; 98:4, 6; 100:1) to “make a joyful noise” to God. The Hebrew means to raise a noise by shouting or with an instrument; here we shout out to God with joyful praise (the contemporary colloquial “give a shout-out to” likewise means to acknowledge someone with respect or to thank someone publicly). “All the earth” (vv. 1 and 4) and “peoples” (plural, in v. 8), not just Israel, are instructed to praise and bless God. All the earth worships (bows down to) God, whose deeds are called “awesome” in verses 3 and 5. The psalmist invites everyone to “come and see what God has done” (v. 5), alluding to God’s making a way through both sea and river after the exodus from Egypt, then later crossing the flooded Jordan into the Promised Land (Exodus 14-15; Joshua 3:14-17). We rejoice that God has kept us alive and on a sure footing. God has tried us, as in purifying silver; our “trial by fire,” so to speak, involved servitude for a period. But now God has delivered us and “brought us to a place of abundance” (NIV). 

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
Give a Shout-Out to God! Laity Sunday is not on the church calendar. Denominational bodies do not agree on what Sunday of the year should be designated as Laity Sunday. Churches seem to observe this Sunday when it is convenient to do so. Here’s the plan: Designate October 13 as Laity Sunday, and include in your plans a sermon from laypeople. This psalm is key. As the pastor, you might explain that the phrase, “Make a joyful noise to the LORD,” essentially means, “Give God a shout-out.” In advance of the service, speak to some laypersons you believe might have cause to give God a shout-out and ask them to prepare a very brief speech about it. Line up three or four such persons. After they’ve spoken in the service, give others an opportunity to give God a shout-out. These shout-outs used to be called testimonies. “Make a joyful testimony to the Lord!”
*Homiletics has treated this text once. Select Psalm in the Scripture Index drop down menu and click GO. 

Luke 17:11-19
What Does the Text Say?
This brief Lukan passage emphasizes the vast difference between merely being healed and being made completely well. Luke points out that as Jesus traveled toward Jerusalem, he “was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee” and, by chance, encountered 10 lepers (vv. 11-12a). When they approached him, the lepers dutifully stood at a distance and “called out, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us [ ]!’” (vv. 12b-13). Hearing their plea for help, Jesus answered, “Go and show yourselves to the priests” (v. 14a). Although Luke does not indicate what prompted the lepers to obey Jesus’ instruction, they did as he said, and “as they went, they were made clean [ ]” (v. 14b). Shortly thereafter, one of the 10 lepers “saw that he was healed [], turned back, praising God … [and] … prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him” (vv. 15-16a). Luke then nonchalantly mentions, “And he was a Samaritan” (v. 16b). In response to the leper’s torrent of gratitude, “Jesus asked, ‘Were not ten made clean []? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?’” (vv. 17-18). Before the grateful leper and those traveling with Jesus could reply, “Jesus said to him, ‘Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well [ ]” (v. 19). Ten lepers received mercy, and 10 were cleansed and healed; but only one was made well and fully redeemed because he returned to offer thanks for the profuse mercy he had received.

What Is One Possible Approach to the Text? 
Spiritual Wellness. This is a familiar story with well-known, if not somewhat tired, applications. The congregation is likely to be way ahead of you before you even begin. But there are some oddities in this tale. First, we don’t know what the lepers said, felt or did after they presented themselves to the priests. It’s unlikely that they were irritated by their healing. More likely, they were ecstatic and jabbered nonstop among themselves as they went to the priests and after the visit itself. They may have gone to the pub and celebrated and told everyone within earshot about their healing. And it’s implausible to believe that the nine would attribute their healing to any agency except a divine one — a miracle mediated by an itinerant rabbi known as Yeshua ben Yosef, or Jesus of Nazareth. But ungrateful? Very unlikely. Second, Jesus attaches importance to the fact that the so-called 10th leper “returned” to the scene, “praising God” and appraising Jesus of the miraculous turn of events, as if Jesus didn’t know. Why was this return important? The return implies that the leper was returning to the scene of his old life where he’d been a leper. He now returned — whole. Did Jesus want him to somehow recognize that this spot where he’d perhaps spent years begging was no longer his home? This was no longer his life. Third, Jesus’ words and actions indicate that there is a difference between physical wellness and spiritual wellness. The lepers were healed, but clearly, the last leper gained something else. He gained wellness. Finally, although Jesus says that the last leper’s faith has made him whole, it was really his gratitude. His faith was the channel or pipeline through which his gratitude poured out. It’s a small point, and one that has been reinforced in countless studies by psychologists of varying spiritual tendencies: gratitude is good for our health.
*Homiletics has treated this text four times. Select Luke in the Scripture Index drop down menu and click GO.

Animating Illustrations
Book recommendation: Jacqueline A. Bussie, Love Without Limits: Jesus’ Radical Vision for Love with No Exceptions (Fortress Press), 2018. Dr. Jacqueline Bussie is an author, professor, theologian, public speaker and student of life in all its messy beauty. Jacqueline teaches religion and theology classes at Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota, where she also serves as the director of the Forum on Faith and Life. 
From Amazon.com: “The love of God crosses all boundaries. Every. Single. One. Every day, millions of people lament the loss of civility, respect and hope, and they wonder if it’s possible to cultivate a love big enough to overthrow hate and heal our hurts. With courage, authenticity and relevance, Jacqueline A. Bussie proclaims, “ʻYes! It’s possible!’” and urges readers to widen love’s wingspan and to love as God loves — without limits or exceptions.
In Love Without Limits, Bussie imparts practical solutions for people of faith who yearn to love across division and difference in these troubled times. Through poignant personal memoir, engaging theological reflection, inspiring true stories of boundary-busting friendships, creative readings of Scripture, and surprising shout-outs to some of love’s unsung heroes, Bussie challenges readers to answer God’s call to practice a love so deep, it subverts the social order; so radical, it scandalizes the powerful; so vast, it excludes no one.”
—Recommend by Rev. Dr. Jimmy G. Cobb, University Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Austin, Texas.
##
Mohammed Lawal, 56, said he has been reconsidering his Muslim faith since coming to the Missionaries of Charity home suffering from a seizure disorder more than a year ago. “They draw our attention to Jesus,” Lawal said over dinner, as [a volunteer] handed him his handful of pills for the evening. Lawal put them all in his mouth at once and chewed them. “I decided to start learning. So far, so good. I haven’t come yet from Muslim to Christian, but I am thinking about it.”
—Julie Zauzmer, “Mother Teresa’s nuns still quietly serve the poor at D.C. convent,” The Washington Post, September 2, 2016, washingtonpost.com.
##
Through love we come close to the hearts of our brothers — at the beginning, throughout the course of, and right up to the end of our lives. Recently, a refugee wrote to his godmother: “I always look forward to receiving your letters; the warmth that radiates from them is a great comfort to me. Yes, I feel that spiritual values are the most important things in our earthly lives and that without them life itself is so full of sadness that it is scarcely worth living.” 
—Georges Pire, “Brotherly love: Foundation of peace,” Nobel Lecture, December 11, 1958, nobelprize.org.
##
A man showed up at a church new members class, but before it began, he took the pastor aside for a private word.
“I’m interested in joining your church,” he said, “but I think it’s only fair to tell you that I’m very busy. Work and family life takes up most of my attention, so I won’t be able to serve on any committees or get involved with any mission projects. I can’t even promise to be here all that often — just a few times a year.”
“Well, let me be honest with you,” said the pastor. “I don’t think you’re a good fit for our church. But I can tell you about another church where you’d fit in better. It’s just three blocks down the street, on the right.”
The man walked out, feeling irritated that the pastor had brushed him off. “I’ll show him,” he said to himself, indignantly. “I’ll go to that other church!”
He got in his car and drove three blocks down the street. When he pulled up in front of the church, he was surprised to see that the building was closed, boarded up, abandoned.
##
We are called to say yes
That the kingdom might break through
To renew and to transform
Our dark and groping world.

We stutter and we stammer
To the lone God who calls
And pleads a New Jerusalem
In the bloodied Sinai Straights. ...

We are called to say yes
That black may sing with white
And pledge peace and healing
For the hatred of the past. ...

We are called to say yes
So that rich and poor embrace
And become equal in their poverty
Through the silent tears that fall.

We are called to say yes
That the whisper of our God
Might be heard through our sirens
And the screams of our bombs.

We are called to say yes
To a God who still holds fast
To the vision of the Kingdom
For a trembling world of pain.

We are called to say yes
To this God who reaches out
And asks us to share
His crazy dream of love.
—Edwina Gateley, excerpted from “Called to Say Yes,” in There Was No Path So I Trod One (Source Books, 1996). journeywithjesus.net. Retrieved April 2, 2019.
##
I was converted again to this conviction one night in northern Uganda. The Lord’s Resistance Army was still at its evil games, and children slept in “night commuter” camps to try to stay alive and not be captured and tortured into becoming a child soldier. This night, as every night, hundreds of children came to sleep together in the rough of an empty school. Only one adult was stationed there — a middle-aged woman available to help and comfort any who might have need. Her husband and children were at their home a few blocks away. She explained that she came each night as a volunteer. We talked, and eventually I asked her why she was doing this. She talked about the children’s need and her desire to do what she could under such difficult circumstances and in the face of such fears.
Still wanting to know more, I pressed, “But what motivates you to care? Why do you do it?” She looked me up and down and finally said, “Well, I am what you call a Christian. I read my Bible every day, and every week I go to a church where we eat something called the Lord’s supper. I can’t read the Bible every day and share in that meal and not come here at night.”
—Mark Labberton, “The plain, difficult sense of Scripture,” The Christian Century, March 30, 2017.
christiancentury.org. Retrieved April 2, 2019.
##
In reading Barth, I realized that for most of my life the people I had been living with and who had taught me had been primarily interested in getting the truth of the gospel and the Bible right, explaining it and defending it. (My parents were blessed exceptions to all this.) Barth didn’t have much interest in that. He was a witness (a favorite word of his). He was calling attention to the lived quality of the Christian life, the narrative of the Bible, the good news of the gospel. Listening to God as God reveals himself in Christ and the Bible and preaching. Not taking the Christian life into a laboratory and dissecting it to figure out what makes it tick, but entering into God’s action of creation and salvation that is going on all around us and all the time and participating in it. Barth wasn’t indifferent to “getting it right,” but his passion was in “getting it lived.”
—Eugene Peterson, The Pastor: A Memoir (HarperCollins, 2011). Kindle Loc. 1491-98.
##
	It’s what we’re called to do as Christians — just to be a decent, ordinary human being, a “human merely being,” as E.E. Cummings put it in “I Thank You God.” For me, so much of it has sprung from the willingness to stop this forward thrust of getting farther along the path of professional or societal achievement and breaking the bonds of perfectionism.
I think perfectionism is the voice of the oppressor and the enemy of the people. If I believe in Satan, it really is somehow tied up with that perfectionism — that desperation not to make mistakes or not to look vulnerable, or to not appear human but to always appear to have this sort of wonderful, slightly lofty sense of spiritual eliteness or spiritual differentness from everybody else, especially as a leader.
Jesus is so clear about who we think of as the least of his people. He says, “If you want to be with me, go find them, because that’s where I’ll be. I’m not going to be with the elitists and the deans. I’m going to be with the people. I’m going to be with the poor. I’m going to be with the suffering. I’m going to be with the outcasts. I’m going to be with the marginalized. If you want to draw really close to me, go and help me take care of them, because that’s where I’ll be.”...
We don’t do it by appearing more powerful and more learned. We do it by showing up and pushing back our sleeves. It’s the loaves and the fish and slowly, slowly, slowly trusting that the more that we give away, the more will be shared and the more we’ll starve for the softening of our hearts.
—Anne Lamott, interviewed by Susan Ketchin, “Anne Lamott: The habit of practice,” Faith and Leadership website. faithandleadership.com. Retrieved April 2, 2019.
##
There are four kinds of bones in every organization:
	Wishbones who spend all their time wishing someone else would do the work.
	Jawbones who do all the talking, but very little else.
	Knucklebones who knock everything anyone ever tries to do.
	Backbones who get under the load and do the work.
—Anonymous.
##
Lord, 
Make me a blessing 
To those that I meet. 
Make me a blessing
As I walk down the street. 
Make me a blessing 
This day, even this hour. 
Make me a blessing 
It lies in your power. 
Make me a blessing
At work and at home. 
Make me a blessing 
Wherever I roam. 
Make me a blessing 
That people may see 
I am a blessing, 
For you are with me.
—David Adam, The Open Gate: Celtic Prayers for Growing Spiritually (SPCK, 1994).

Commentary
2 Timothy 2:8-15
“Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us” (1:14). Whether the second letter to Timothy is written by Paul or a disciple capable of articulating the perspective of Paul — most scholars suggest the latter — the overall thrust of the letter conveys a palpable sense of Paul’s generation of apostles handing off the ministry of proclaiming the gospel to the likes of the younger Timothy and his generation. The epistle is marked by benevolent encouragement (1:3-14; 2:1-2; 3:10-17), urgent appeal (2:3-13; 4:1-5) and dire warning (2:14-18, 22-23; 3:1-9). 
Within this context, 2 Timothy 2:8-15 begins and ends with imperatives: “Remember” (2:8 —  from ), “Remind” (2:14a —  from ) and “Do your best” (2:15a —  from ). Paul implores Timothy to remain mindful that the resurrected Christ is the source of the gospel (v. 8); that Paul has suffered because he proclaims this gospel (v. 9a); that Paul may be imprisoned, but that the “word of God is not chained” (v. 9b); that Paul endures in order to guide others to salvation in Christ (v. 10); and that certain truths and promises follow from this salvation (vv. 11-13).
Integral to Paul’s initial appeal to remember the gist of the gospel is the imperative that Timothy must remind others of it. Receiving the good news is not solely a matter of personal edification. With the blessing of the gospel comes the responsibility of sharing it to edify the community. It also comes with a warning against conducting oneself in a manner that tears down community instead of building it up (v. 14b). 
Because of the importance of both remembering the gospel and reminding others about it, there is the imperative that Timothy must do his best to present himself as one approved by God (v. 15a), to be “a worker who has no need to be ashamed” (v. 15b), and to be dedicated to “rightly explaining the word of truth” (v. 15c). The urgency of the whole passage is further emphasized in this final verse by more literal readings of the original text. Where the NRSV translation of  is “do your best,” a closer translation is “be diligent” (be diligent in presenting yourself). Where the NRSV translation of  (from ) is “rightly explaining,” a closer translation is “keeping straight on course” (keeping the word of truth on a straight course). Here, the more literal readings communicate a much stronger sense of an ongoing endeavor that is a steadfast way of life, not just rising to a specific task.
In addition to the message of 2 Timothy 2:8-15 being framed by imperatives, the urgency of Paul’s message is underscored by a focus on the need for endurance. Paul does not sugarcoat the ministry that is being entrusted to Timothy. It takes work, work to the point of suffering. In yet another imperative statement just preceding 2:8-15, Paul gives this instruction: “Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (v. 3). Suffering is not an option; it comes with the mission. 
Indeed, part and parcel of remembering the gospel and reminding others of it is an awareness of the endurance of the elder apostle who is suffering precisely because he is proclaiming good news. This kind of hardship cannot be ducked by Timothy and his generation, especially since Paul endures hardship “for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory” (v. 10). The stakes are too high not to endure suffering if need be.
Endurance is critical to being vigilant, as is the case with the intentional attentiveness connected with the imperatives in verses 8, 14 and 15. It likewise corresponds to being at the ready concerning opposition to the gospel. Two specific alerts in the passage are: “if we deny [Christ], he will also deny us” (v. 12b) and “warn them before God that they are to avoid wrangling over words, which does no good but only ruins those who are listening” (v. 14). Here, “warn” (from ) carries the further meaning of bearing witness or testifying, while “ruins” (from ) connotes bringing on a catastrophe. Thus Paul lays the groundwork for a series of warnings in the remainder of the chapter that carries over into 3:1-9, all of which calls for the kind of conscientious diligence the older Paul expects of the younger Timothy.
More than simply ordering Timothy to endure, Paul assures him of the blessing of endurance. In verses 11b-12a, Paul offers the encouragement that those who have died with Christ will also live with Christ (see also Romans 6:5-8), and those who endure will also reign with Christ. Such endurance in the midst of suffering is crucial to participating more fully in the proclamation of the gospel, both in carrying out present ministry and in trusting the promise of future life in Christ.
Such endurance also comes from beyond human resources, as Paul illustrates with the eloquent turn of phrase that he suffers hardship for the gospel, “even to the point of chains. But the word of God is not chained” (v. 9). Here, endurance is not so much a matter of what we accomplish for God as it is the matter of what God accomplishes with and through us, empowering us to rise above our adversities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, endurance involves the ministry of proclaiming the gospel enduring from one generation to the next. Written during a time of such transition in early Christianity, 2 Timothy 2:8-15 provides a window through which to observe hopeful and nurturing exhortation designed to encourage the carrying forward of faith and practice into the future, with eyes wide open to the many challenges involved. With this in mind, we who occupy the latest generation of Christians could very well benefit from the imperative to remember the gospel, remind others of it and be diligent in pursuing it — especially in these days when folks both within and without the church regularly write its obituary. Here, in addition to the word of truth, 2 Timothy 2:8-15 continues to exhort present readers to endure in keeping their commitment to the risen Christ straight on course.
*Go to Scripture Index for additional commentaries on this text.

Conversation with the Children:	2 Timothy 2:8-15
Hold up a bicycle lock and chain. Ask the children if they have one, and if they use it with their bikes. Explain how the chain can be put through a bike frame and then attached to a pole or a bike rack, so that the bike cannot be stolen or moved. When a lock and chain are put in place, then the bike is stuck — it loses its ability to move. Tell them that the apostle Paul wrote to his younger friend Timothy and said, “The word of God is not chained” (v. 9). Hold up the lock and chain, and ask the children what they think Paul meant by that. Suggest that Paul saw the word of God as something that could not be locked in place, but it needed to keep moving and doing what God wants. God’s word is the message that Jesus was “raised from the dead.” This is a message which has been shared around the world and about which we can talk whenever we want (v. 8). The word of God is the promise that “if we have died with him, we will also live with him,” meaning that if we trust Jesus through all the difficulties of this life, then we will live with him in heaven (v. 11). Point out that the word of God is one of the most powerful things in the universe, and it can never be controlled by chains or anything else. Close by encouraging the children to listen to God’s word and share it, because it is strong enough to help us in all of the difficulties of life.
													
Worship Resources
Calls to Worship — General
Responsive Reading of Scripture
Leader: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; 
People: Sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise. 
Leader: Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!”
People: How awesome are your deeds! Because of your great power all the earth worships you; they sing praises to you, sing praises to your name.
Leader: Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds among mortals. 
People: He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot. There we rejoiced in him, who rules by his might forever.
Leader: Bless our God, O people; let the sound of his praise be heard, who has kept us among the living, and has not let our feet slip. 
People: For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried. You laid burdens on our backs, yet you have brought us out to a spacious place. 
—Based on today’s psalm reading, 66:1-12.

Litanies — General
Responsive Reading of Scripture
Leader: Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, who is our gospel —
People: For whom we suffer hardship, enduring everything to share in the sufferings of Christ Jesus.
Leader: The saying is so true: If we have died with him,
People: We will also live with him; 
Leader: If we endure, 
People: We will also reign with him;
Leader: If we deny him, 
People: He will also deny us; 
Leader: If we are faithless, 
People: He remains faithful — for he cannot deny himself.
Leader: Remember this and avoid wrangling over words, which does no good.
People: We will do our best to present ourselves to God as those who are approved by him, workers who have no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth. 
—Based on today’s epistle reading from 2 Timothy 2:8-15.

Prayers for Illumination
Leader: God, source of all light, by your Word you give light to the soul. Pour out on us the spirit of wisdom and understanding that our hearts and minds may be opened. 
People: Amen. 

Hymns
Lord, Speak to Me
Day by Day
Forth in Your Name

Worship and Praise 
I Will Follow You (DiMarco)
Follow You Anywhere (Passion)
Beneath the Cross (Getty)
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Cycle C
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7*  
Psalm 66:1-12*
2 Timothy 2:8-15*
Luke 17:11-19*
*Additional sermonic treatments of these texts are available online.






