September 22, 2019
Psalm 79:1-9
In Case of Emergency
What is God’s response time when we have an emergency?

##

RESCUE (New Topic)
Other installments that can be tagged with this topic include:
March 31, 2019 The Unhelp of the Lord Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
April 7, 2019 Breakthrough Isaiah 43:16-21
Taking Rescue for Granted Romans 5:1-11 Sunday, March 7, 1999 

GOD’S HELP

##

AT A GLANCE: 
Most people want to be prepared in the case of an emergency. Today, we are better able to prepare for those occasional situations in which we need help. Our smartphones, for example, have apps we can use to summon help. In today’s dramatic psalm reading, we can hear the urgency of the words. The situation is dire. Will God arrive in time to save the psalmist and his people?

EDITOR’S PICK: 
For material based on today’s gospel text, see “Smooth Operator,” September 23, 2007. 

For an alternative idea pertaining to Jeremiah 8:18−9:1, see “Have a Good Cry.”

The first ocean-going vessel to use an SOS distress signal was not, as many believe, the Titanic in April 1912. 
In fact, the wireless operator Jack Phillips, sent out the CQD call which was still widely used at the time. It was only when no help appeared that he began to send an SOS signal interspersed with the CQD call. (Neither CQD nor SOS are acronyms. See Illustrations below). All to no avail.
But, for the passengers and crew of the steamer Kentucky, the SOS signal was a lifesaver. On February 4, 1910, almost 110 years ago, the Kentucky set sail around Cape Horn from New York to Tacoma, Washington. But, according to one source, “it ran into heavy weather outside the Virginia Capes and began to leak badly, faster than the pumps could control.”
At this point, an SOS signal went out, to which a nearby ship, the Alamo, responded, and they were able to save all passengers and crew before the ship went down.
Pilots of aircraft do not send out an SOS. They need only say “Mayday, mayday,” and anyone receiving this message knows the aircraft is in serious trouble.
The general public which is unlikely to have the helm of a ship in their hands or be at the controls of a Boeing 787 Dreamliner will employ different means to alert authorities or friends of a perilous situation.
They’ll dial 911.
Or they might use the SOS app on their iPhone. It has an auto-call feature and a list of emergency contacts you can notify when in distress.
Another cool app, however, is the “In Case of Emergency” app, or ICE. This app, according to the product description, “stores important information for first responders and hospital staff to use in case of an emergency involving you.” It also includes “a list of people to call (can call directly from the app), insurance information, doctor names and numbers (can call directly from the app), allergies, medical conditions, medications and any special instructions or other information you wish to provide. Can use even when the phone is pattern/PIN/password locked. The ICE lock screen also includes an optional ‘if found’ message in case you lose your phone.”

A horrifying scene
The writer of today’s lament, recorded in Psalm 79, must have lost his phone, because he’s at a total loss as to what to do.
The psalm has been called “The Funeral Dirge of a Nation.” From the viewpoint of the writer, he is witness to one of the most jarring, unbelievable events in history. It’s a calamity so momentous that the Bible mentions it in four different places in the Old Testament: 2 Kings 25; 2 Chronicles 36:11-21; Jeremiah 39:1-14; and Jeremiah 52.
Jerusalem has fallen to the Babylonian invaders. Although some of the psalmist’s countrymen have been unceremoniously carted off to Babylon, many, if not most, of the inhabitants have been slaughtered. 
Even more horrifying is that the dead are lying where they fell. The writer can see with his own eyes the vultures circling overhead. He sees them hopping from one corpse to another, plucking and eating human flesh as though they were dining on a deer or a bear. 
Packs of dogs likewise hunt and feast. 
The bloodshed is so heavy that blood literally runs down the streets of Jerusalem in rivulets, pooling here and there. 
It is all an unthinkable nightmare of dystopian, even apocalyptic proportions. The writer is beside himself. “We have become a taunt to our neighbors, mocked and derided by those around us,” he says (v. 4). “Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake” (v. 9).

The writer needs an ICE app, and it is this app that will provide a rubric for the sermon.
The app has two types of messages that the user — the person in distress — can send: the instant message and the delayed message.
The instant message. Help is only a tap away. All you need to do is to tap a button and a message is sent to one of your emergency contacts. This message will include such information as your GPS location. (A century ago, the wireless operator of the Kentucky sent longitude and latitude: “We are sinking. Our latitude is 32 degrees 10 minutes; longitude 76 degrees, 30 minutes.”) The message will also contain a pre-composed message that you need help. Your emergency contacts may be linked to a photo so that there is no confusion as to whom to contact.
This is the type of emergency message we love to use with God. 
After all, isn’t that what God is there for? To save us? To be there for us? To leap to our rescue whenever needed? 
It’s sort of like the Edwardian dowager, clad in a fancy silk tea gown, who’s having her dinner alone in the great hall. She’s seated in a padded chair, uncomfortable in her boned corset. Perhaps this is why, alas, she has spilled her soup. She lifts her dainty hands and rings a bell. Or perhaps she pulls on a cord. 
Instantly the butler is at her side, wiping soup stains off her dress and cleaning up her mess.
We often think of God as our butler — there when needed, and out of sight when not needed.

It is the delayed message, however, that gives us even more to think about. 
Here’s what one does when choosing to send a delayed message using the ICE app:
	1. Choose ICE contact.
	2. Enter your subject.
	3. Enter your message.
	4. Enable GPS tracking.
	5. Choose send time.
	6. Add delayed message to queue.
	Here are some brief suggestions as to how you might develop this rubric:
Choose ICE contact. This would be God. “Help us, O God of our salvation” (v. 9). Or, “Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD.  LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!” (Psalm 130:1-2). Or, “Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me; O LORD, make haste to help me” (Psalm 40:13). 
Fortunately, God has agreed to be our emergency contact. “Call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you” (Psalm 50.15). 
	Enter your subject. Your subject line is the mess you’re in. 
	Enter your message. This is where you explain the nature of your difficulty. When we’re at the onset of an emergency, we might explain that trouble is brewing. But if we’ve waited to ring up God when we’re already in a full-blown crisis, then we need to give God the pertinent details. 
In some ways, this amounts to a confession. Like a 911 operator, God wants to keep you on the line. Your emergency contact needs to know the particulars. Spill your guts. Let God know what’s going on in your heart. 
Admit any wrongdoing. This helps God understand that you’re in a spiritual and emotional state to be rescued. Your contrition and confession let God know that you’re actually willing to receive assistance. Attach a photo to your message. In other words, give God an accurate assessment of who you are. This, too, will help God identify you as someone who knows there’s trouble and wants to be delivered.
 Enable GPS tracking. This is God’s Power System … or God’s Protective Services. You want God to be able to track you. So you invite God to “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me [out of this mess as soon as possible!] (Psalm 139:23-24).  
Choose send time. Schedule your crisis. Sometimes as we look at the week ahead, we know that we’re going to need a special portion of God’s grace. Yes, we know that we need God every minute, every hour and every day of our lives, but really — there are those special times when the stress factor is going to be huge, and we know it.
Perhaps it is a surgery coming up. Or you have an interview that’s crucial. Maybe you are going to have an interaction you dread. That sort of thing.
So we can send out to God a call in which we acknowledge that we might be weak, that the force that’s about to be applied to our patience just might be too much, that it’s possible we’re going to buckle under the pressure. It’s like we’re asking God to be on standby for an emergency rescue, for an infusion or transfusion of something, of grace, wisdom, power, self-control or all of the above. 
Add delayed message to queue. Click “Send.” Pray it out and lay it out. Then click “Send,” and walk away. It’s in God’s hands. Let it go.

Sometimes the rescue is dramatic. 
Such was the case with Joyce Smith. “When her 14-year-old son John fell through an icy Missouri lake one winter morning, she and her family had seemingly lost everything. At the hospital, John lay lifeless for more than 60 minutes. But Joyce was not ready to give up on her son. She mustered all her faith and strength into one force and cried out to God in a loud voice to save him.”
“Miraculously, her son’s heart immediately started beating again,” an online source recounts. “In the coming days, John would defy every expert, every case history and every scientific prediction. Sixteen days after falling through the ice and being clinically dead for an hour, he walked out of the hospital under his own power, completely healed.”
Smith told the story in her book, The Impossible: The Miraculous Story of a Mother’s Faith and Her Child’s Resurrection. The book was made into a movie which was released last spring over Easter weekend.
Perhaps you have another story or two of God’s amazing intervention in the lives of people.

When help doesn’t come
But the psalmist received no such deliverance. 
The Babylonian armies under Nebuchadnezzar hit the kingdom of Judah in three invasions, and after the third (in 586 B.C.), the country and Jerusalem were in ruins. 
It would be years before any of the captives would be allowed to return, and most never did, preferring to remain in the life they’d created in their new host country. After all, had this not been the advice of the prophet? Was this not the word of God to them? “Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce. … Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare” (Jeremiah 29:5, 7).
Really? They probably didn’t see that coming! This was an answer to their prayers they didn’t expect.
What’s often frustrating is that God doesn’t seem to work too hard on a particular response time. It’s not like paramedics whose goal is to arrive on a scene within minutes of getting the call. 
Sometimes, when we call upon the Lord, we get an instant response.
Sometimes, we get a delayed response. Listen to the cry of the psalmist in Psalm 13. You can hear the pain in his voice:
How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must I bear pain in my soul and 
	have sorrow in my heart all day long?
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?
Sometimes, the response comes to us in ways we did not expect.
	Sometimes, we get no response at all — or so it seems.  
	But through it all, we learn to trust the One into whose hands we place our lives. Perhaps, when we do this, we can say as did the prophet Habakkuk:
Though the fig tree does not blossom,
   and no fruit is on the vines;
though the produce of the olive fails
   and the fields yield no food;
though the flock is cut off from the fold
   and there is no herd in the stalls, 
 yet I will rejoice in the Lord;
   I will exult in the God of my salvation. 
 God, the Lord, is my strength;
   he makes my feet like the feet of a deer,
   and makes me tread upon the heights.
(Habakkuk 3:17-19).
	Amen.
Justin Lindstrom, Timothy Merrill, Frank C. Norris, Melanie Silva, Julie Western and Carl Wilton contributed to this material.

Possible Preaching Themes:
· When God says “No”
· How to get answers to our prayers
· The power of prayer
· The trial of our faith

Sources:
“How to create an instant message.” ICEcontact.com. Retrieved March 4, 2019.

Smith, Joyce. The Impossible: The Miraculous Story of a Mother’s Faith and Her Child’s Resurrection. FaithWords, 2017.

 “Titanic first ship to use an SOS?” snopes.com. 

‘“Top 10 miraculous rescues.” TIME magazine. time.com. Retrieved March 11, 2019.
 
Animating Illustrations
A 1906 International Conference on Wireless Communication at Sea held in Berlin attempted to … standardize … the call letters to be used by ships in distress. At the time, British wireless operators generally used the call letters CQD as a distress signal: CQ representing the general call for other ships in the area (i.e., “seek you”), with a D added at the end to signify “danger.” The Germans disliked this method and countered by proposing SOE, but this
offering was rejected because the final E (represented by a single dot in Morse code) could too easily be lost in transmission.
The solution the conference finally settled upon was the signal SOS, its dot-dot-dot-dash-dash-dash-dot-dot-dot forming a distinctive pattern that even novice wireless operators could easily recognize and transmit. Contrary to persistent belief, the letters SOS were chosen simply due to their ease of transmission, not because they represented “save our ship,” “save our souls,” or any other phrase. As an account of the time noted, “The combination of letters have no especial significance except that they are easy to sound and click out strong and easily read.”
—“Titanic first ship to use an SOS?” snopes.com. 
##
Examine yourself and see whether you are a Christian! If you can sing: “The Son, who is proclaimed to be a Lord and Savior, is my Savior”; and if you can confirm the message of the angel and say yes to it and believe it in your heart, then your heart will be filled with assurance and joy and confidence, and you will not worry about even the costliest and best that the world has to offer. ... You see how a person rejoices when receiving a robe or ten guldens. But how many are there who shout and jump for joy when they hear the message of the angel: “To you the Savior is born today”?
—Martin Luther. “Sermon on the Afternoon of Christmas Day (1530),” Martin Luther’s Basic Theological Writings (Fortress, 2012).
##
Have you ever heard of Mrs. Fletcher? You may think you haven’t, but you have. Here’s a hint: Mrs. Fletcher is responsible for a famous catchphrase.
Still can’t guess? Here’s the answer: Mrs. Fletcher is the elderly woman in the low-budget TV commercials who piteously cries out, “I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!”
The commercials are selling those little emergency-call pendants. They allow a person in medical difficulty to send an emergency signal to a special operator, who then comes on a speakerphone to ask if everything’s all right. The operator can summon local first responders, if necessary, to rescue the person who’s fallen.
People may make fun of the cheesy commercials, but the product is sound. Emergency-call pendants have saved a lot of lives.
In another sense, there’s a way we’re all like Mrs. Fletcher. We’ve fallen — on account of sin — and we can’t get up. We don’t need an emergency call pendant, though, to summon the help we need. All we need todo is to pray to Jesus, our Savior.
##
More and more people these days are using electronic personal assistants like the Amazon Echo or Google Home devices. Did you know that personal assistants can be used to summon help?
They can’t make a 911 call just yet: protocols for 911 systems require two-way communication between the caller and the 911 operator. There’s a skill these devices can learn, though, called “Ask My Buddy.” Users set it up ahead of time, with up to five emergency contacts.
A person in trouble can turn to Amazon Echo and say, “Alexa, ask my buddy to alert Fred.” As long as Fred’s phone number or email address has been registered ahead of time, the system will send Fred a message asking him to check on the person. If the person just says, “Alexa, ask my buddy to send help,” then the system will send a similar message to all five people on the contact list.
“Help us, O God of our salvation,” implores the psalmist. When it comes to spiritual rescue, calling for help has been possible for millennia.
—For more, see Jefferson Graham, “‘Alexa, call 911’ won’t work. Here’s what will,” USA Today, July 19, 2017. usatoday.com. Retrieved March 19, 2019; and askmybuddy.net. Retrieved March 19, 2019.
##
“The Boy Who Cried Wolf” is one of Aesop’s fables. It’s a story many of us heard when we were little — the cautionary tale of a boy who frequently summons help by calling out “Wolf!” just to see the adults come running. They do, but after going through this routine a number of times, they stop responding. 
When a real wolf shows up, things do not go well for the boy.
The story is an ancient example of a phenomenon those in the helping professions call “alarm fatigue.” Hospital nurses know all about it: they’re less likely to respond quickly to certain patients who overuse the call button at their bedsides.
It happens in the construction industry, too. Many construction vehicles have back-up beepers that alert bystanders when the transmission goes into reverse. In some busy worksites, the back-up alarms sound so frequently that no one pays much attention.
Do you ever wonder how frequently people cry out to God for help? Was the author of Psalm 79 such a person? It’s a good thing the Lord doesn’t get alarm fatigue!
—For more, see “Alarm fatigue,” Wikipedia.org. Retrieved March 19, 2019.
##
Christ leads me through no darker rooms
Than He went through before;
And he that in God’s kingdom comes
Must enter by this door.
My knowledge of that life is small;
The eye of faith is dim;
But ʼtis enough that Christ knows all,
And I shall be with Him!
—Stanzas 1 and 4 of “Christ Leads Me Through No Darker Rooms,” by the 17th century divine, Richard Baxter. Through much of his life, Baxter suffered health problems, as well as persecution for his Puritan views. Hymnary.org. Retrieved March 19, 2019.
##
Carpathia was a workhorse. It wasn’t one of the glamorous express transatlantic liners built to compete for the Blue Riband and designed to resemble Versailles. Only once was it met by hordes of photographers with flashbulbs popping when she arrived in New York.
Built by C.S. Swan and Hunter at Wallsend, and launched with little fuss [in]1902, the 13,603 GRT [gross registered tonnage] Carpathia — capable of just 14 knots — was intended to carry Hungarian emigrants from the Mediterranean ports of Trieste and Fiume to New York and a new life in the United States. ...
On Thursday April 11, 1912, Carpathia left New York almost unnoticed just after noon bound for Trieste as usual. ...
At about the same time on the other side of the Atlantic, a hugely celebrated ocean greyhound was leaving Queenstown and heading west on her Maiden Voyage to New York. It was Titanic, brand-new pride of the White Star fleet. ...
At 12:15 a.m. on the morning of April 15, Carpathia’s wireless operator Harold Cottam was in the process of untying his shoes in readiness for bed. He was 10 minutes later than he normally would be turning in, and providentially his ear phones were still clamped to his head. Had he not been, and had they not been, there would have been no Titanic survivors.
On receiving the first SOS from Titanic at 12:15, Cottam raised Captain Rostron who had already retired for the night, and Rostron in turn rose to the challenge of his first maritime emergency with impeccable practical thoroughness. ...
At 4 a.m. Carpathia reached Titanic’s position. ... Suddenly, they saw a green flare fired by Titanic’s lifeboat number 2 — and the first survivors came aboard at 4:10 a.m. By 8:30 a.m. Charles Lightoller, the final person to be rescued, stepped aboard Carpathia.
Now carrying double her original complement of passengers, Carpathia steamed slowly among wreckage and icebergs seeking more survivors — but none was found.	
—Staff, “Carpathia’s role in Titanic’s rescue.” The Maritime Executive, maritime-executive.com. Retrieved March 19, 2019.
##
“It was an absolute mess,” Colin Broussard, a marine assigned to [U.S. Ambassador Graham] Martin’s personal security detail, told the Chicago Tribune in 2005. “We knew immediately when we saw the airfield that the fixed-wing operation was done.”
Over the course of April 29, 1975 and into the following morning, Operation Frequent Wind transported more than 1,000 Americans and more than 5,000 Vietnamese out of the city. The 19-hour operation involved 81 helicopters and is often called the largest helicopter evacuation on record. ...
Eleven Marines crouched on the flat roof of the U.S. Embassy, nervously fingering their M-16 rifles. From time to time, shots rang out from below, where thousands of Vietnamese milled about angrily in the embassy courtyard. Other Vietnamese were already rampaging through the lower floors of the six-story building, trying to make their way up tear-gas-filled stairwells. Suddenly, the whine of a helicopter could be heard in the distance and the Marines fired a red-smoke grenade to mark their position. As the U.S. CH-46 Sea Knight touched down on the roof, the Marines piled into the chopper. The last man scrambled aboard with the embassy’s American flag — neatly folded, and stuffed inside a brown-paper bag.
At long last, America’s military involvement in Vietnam was over.
—Newsweek staff, “The last helicopter: Evacuating Saigon,” Newsweek, April 26, 2015. newsweek.com. Retrieved March 19, 2019.
	
Commentary
Psalm 79:1-9
The people of Judah were devastated. The Babylonians, after previous incursions in 605 and 597 B.C., had destroyed Jerusalem in 586 B.C. The holy city now lay in ruins. Along with that destruction came loss of life, missing loved ones and exile. Many who hadn’t previously fled to Egypt were taken by force to Babylon, where they would see themselves as prisoners (v. 11). God’s holy temple (built by King Solomon in the 10th century B.C.) had been desecrated and destroyed, and many doubted that God cared any more. Where was Yahweh, their God, when his holy land, holy people and holy temple were no more? 
Carroll Stuhlmueller [“Psalms,” in HarperCollins Bible Commentary, 425] says: “Today Psalm 79 is recited by Jews on Friday evening at the western wall, the only section of the Second Temple in existence, and on the ninth day of Ab (the fifth month of the Jewish calendar), commemorating the various destructions of Jerusalem.”
Psalm 79, which we are treating as a whole, is ascribed to Asaph, as are Psalms 50 and 73-83. Asaph was one of King David’s and King Solomon’s chief Levitical musicians (see 1 Chronicles 15:16 ff.; 16:4 ff.; 2 Chronicles 5:11-14). “Asaph” likely includes his descendants (see Ezra 2:41), who formed a guild of musicians. Asaph-attributed Psalms 74 and 83 express similar themes to Psalm 79. See also the entire book of Lamentations. 
Verses 1-4 give detailed reasons for Judah’s lament. They are despairing, doubting and grieving. “The nations” (v. 1) is the Hebrew word goyim, which can somewhat neutrally be translated nations, people(s) or foreigners. But in context it is to be understood as pagan, heathen Gentiles. (“Nations” appears again in vv. 6 and 10.) “Your inheritance” (v.1) means the land which God had given to his people. The slaughter of soldiers and civilians was so widespread that there was no one left to bury their dead, leaving their bodies to be picked at, gnawed at and eaten by carrion birds and beasts. Notice that in verse 2 the dead are called “your [God’s] servants” and “your [God’s] faithful.” Their humiliation was overwhelming — notice the neighbors’ taunts, mocking and derision. See also Obadiah 1:12-14 (re the Edomites), Ezekiel 25:3-7 (re the Ammonites) and Lamentations 1:21-22; 2:15-16.
Psalm 79, along with certain biblical prophets (e.g., Jeremiah 14 and Habakkuk 1:6 ff. — the Chaldeans are the Babylonians), historians (e.g., 2 Kings 17:13-41) and others (e.g., Nehemiah 9:26-31), see God’s punishing anger and judgment (because of the sins of his people) being behind a pagan power’s actions against God’s people. Lamentations 1:5 says: “[Jerusalem and Judah’s] foes have become the masters, her enemies prosper, because the LORD has made her suffer for the multitude of her transgressions; her children have gone away, captives before the foe.” 
Verses 5-13 include further lamentation, along with crying out to the Lord for forgiveness, restoration and vengeance. The section begins with “How long, O LORD” (v. 5), a common plea. (See such passages as Psalms 6:1-4; 13:1; 35:17; 80:4-7; 90:13; 94:3-7; Habakkuk 1:2; 2:1; Revelation 6:9-10.) Some of the “How long” passages share Psalm 79’s concern for how long God’s anger will last against Judah and how long God will wait to exact vengeance against the destroying and taunting nations. 
God’s burning “jealous anger” (or intense jealousy, zeal or indignation) in verse 5 has nothing to do with envy. God’s strong reaction is due to a combination of (1) his people having gone after other gods (as in having one’s own spouse pursuing other loves), and (2) the nations overplaying their role in acting against God’s own chosen people. The psalmist asks that God turn the primary focus of his anger away from his people and toward those nations that neither “know” him nor “call on [his] name” (v. 6). This is a call for divine vengeance, as are verses 10 and 12 (where the psalmist would like seven-fold — meaning complete — retribution for the taunting). See Leviticus 26:21, 24, 27-28.
While the concept of asking God for vengeance/payback for their enemies pouring out their blood (vv. 3 and 10; cf. Numbers 35:19-21) is foreign to many of our sanitized sensibilities, it is not unique to this passage. Other passages which feature prayers of imprecation include Psalm 69:18-28; 94:1-2; 109 passim; 137:7-9 (especially harsh words against Babylon); 139:19-22; Nehemiah 4:4-5. Imprecatory words are not limited to the OT: See Galatians 1:8-9 and 1 Corinthians 16:22; Revelation 6:9-10; 19:1-3. For a twist, see Romans 12:16-21, which cites Deuteronomy 32:35. Especially see Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:38-48. 
In verse 8a, the psalmist asks, according to many translations, that God not hold his people accountable for the iniquities of their ancestors. Yet Tanakh translates, “Do not hold our former iniquities against us.” It was a common belief that the effects of sin and judgment for sin carried on through the generations. See Lamentations 5:7. See Exodus 20:5, yet see Exodus 20:6. See also Jeremiah 31:29-30 and Ezekiel 18:2-4. See Jesus’ words in John 9:1-3. 
Verse 8b prays that God’s compassion/tender mercy (from a Hebrew noun which is related to a word for womb) will come quickly. Note verse 9’s three related verbal pleas: “Help us,” “deliver us” and forgive our sins” (this also serves as a confession of sin). The Hebrew verb for forgive (or purge, provide a ransom for, make reconciliation for or cover) our sins is a cognate of a noun often translated “atonement.” The reasons given for the request are “for we are brought very low” (v. 8) and that God’s name might continue to be glorified and his reputation upheld (v. 9, various translations). Verse 10’s taunt “Where is your God” (see Psalm 42:3, 10; 115:2) reflects the understanding that neighboring nations saw the destruction of God’s temple, city and people (along with their exile) as a sign of the supposed powerlessness of Judah’s Lord God. Taunts against God’s people were considered to be taunts against God. For God now to act in Judah’s favor would restore both Judah and God’s “reputation”/his honor (as Jeremiah 14:7, 21-22). In Ezekiel 25–32 (and beyond), God’s punishment of the enemy nations means deliverance for Judah and recognition among the nations that Yahweh is sovereign over all nations. E.g., see Ezekiel 25:17; 28:24-26; 36:13-38. 
Psalm 79’s reflections parallel other accounts, such as in the Deuteronomistic historian’s book of Judges, where God’s people fall into a pattern of sin, judgment, confession/repentance and restoration. Unfortunately, God’s people keep repeating the pattern. Yet Psalm 79 ends with verse 13’s promise that “we your [now forgiven and restored covenant] people, the flock of your pasture, will give thanks to you forever.” Whereas at one time the effects of iniquity were passed on, now “from generation to generation we will recount your praise.” 
*Go to Scripture Index for additional commentaries on this text.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conversation with the Children:	Psalm 79:1-9
Begin by playing an emergency siren. You can find this by using the following link:   youtube.com/watch?v=GbIuxmaiCOk. (An advertisement runs first, so you will want to cue it up before you begin.) When we hear a siren, we know that someone has called for help. What does a siren mean? A siren indicates the presence of an emergency vehicle. Name different emergency vehicles. If we are in a car when we hear a siren, what are we supposed to do? Pull over to the side of the road and wait until the emergency vehicle passes. Why do we do this? Because someone needs help and if we don’t get out of the way, the people on their way to help will be delayed. Sometimes in a situation like this, we feel helpless because there is nothing we can do to help. But let’s think again: Is there anything we can do? We can pray, not only for the folks who called for help, but also for those who are hurrying to offer assistance. Close with a prayer: “Dear God, thank you for always being present to us to hear our prayers. Help us to remember. Amen.” (An additional thought would be to ask the members of your congregation who are in the “helping fields” to stand. Perhaps the day could be designated “Helper Sunday” and those in the medical and law enforcement fields could wear their uniforms to church.)
															
Worship Resources

Calls to Worship — General
Leader: O Gracious and holy Father,
Give us wisdom to perceive you, intelligence to understand you;
People: Give us diligence to seek you, patience to wait for you;
Leader: Give us eyes to see you, and a heart to meditate on you.
People: And give us, O God, a life to proclaim you, through the power
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord.
—Saint Benedict (480-547).

Prayers of Confession — General
Call to Confession
How long, O Lord? Will you be angry forever? We bow humbly in your divine presence to beseech you not to remember against us our iniquities, but rather to let your compassion come speedily to meet us, for we are brought very low. Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake, and we now confess our sins before you.

Prayer of Confession (Unison)
God of glory,
you sent Jesus among us as the Light of the World,
to reveal your love for all people.
We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light.
We turn away from the poor;
we ignore cries for justice;
we do not strive for peace.
Forgive us, God.  
In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin,
and baptize us once again with your Spirit,
so that, as forgiven and renewed people,
we may reflect the love and life of Jesus Christ
into our world.

Assurance of Pardon
Our God is a God of grace and mercy and love;
know that our sins have been forgiven.
May we be strengthened in all goodness.
Since we have been raised with Christ,
let us seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
Thanks be to God.
Amen.
—Inspired by Psalm 79:5-9 and Colossians 3:1. Adapted here in part from a post on the Presbyterian Church in Canada website. presbyterian.ca/worship.

Offertory Prayers
Lord, we thank you for your faithfulness. We are so grateful that we can always count on you. Out of your abundance and great mercy, you have given us so much. And so we give you this offering today. With it we worship you and give our whole selves to you. Take it now and use it for your kingdom and your glory. Extend and multiply its reach and influence, we pray. May it be a great blessing to many. We ask all this in the powerful name of Jesus. Amen.

Hymns
Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
This Is the Day
Come, Ye Disconsolate

Worship and Praise 
O Come to the Altar
What a Beautiful Name
Wonder
For licensing and permission to reprint or display these songs on screen, go to ccli.com. The worship and praise songs suggested by Homiletics can be found in most cases on Google by using the title as the search term.

Lectionary Texts
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Cycle C
Jeremiah 8:18−9:1*
Psalm 79:1-9
1 Timothy 2:1-7*
Luke 16:1-13*
*Go to Scripture Index for additional treatments of these texts.





